The Future Is Yours (Still}---co od /o e
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Serving as his oun lovryer, Abbie Hoffman presented o closing argument
in o diserict cowrt in Massachusetts on Al 15, 1987. He gnd eleven
ﬂﬂmsuﬁewnin!fmuﬂpamugﬂﬂepmigﬁmﬂdﬂgaﬁm
denzs by the CIA (Cenerd Intelligence Agency} at the Universicy of Mas-
snchusstts. The groug was scquirted . This is part of Hoffmen's
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When [ was growing up in Worcestet, Massachuserts, my father was very

pmdnfdmﬁmq.ﬂenfmnmﬂkm:mmn-hﬂi meerings in Clinton,

Arhol, =nd Hudson. He mﬁSaehuwﬂcmpmplePnr&cjpat:.mlmw

they participate iny decisions that affect their lives—that's democracy. | grew

up with the idea that democracy s not something you believe in, or 2 place

you hang your hat, @Wﬂ you do. You participaze. If you stop

doing ir, democtacy cn ard falls art. It was very sad to read law

TN .ﬁt}uat&eﬁewﬁﬁﬁdm%;ﬁfmningﬁ are dying off, and, in 2

- aém,rhtspﬁitcfthkziail&ﬂmtgrwupﬂrﬁci[ﬂﬁmindmﬂ

rac?nmstmtdle,]fmaﬁeramdﬁmw:havcbeendixuﬁi:ngher: are left

only mbcﬁdimmﬁud behind closed-door hearings ity Washingtom, then we

wmﬂd@:mhm:e:agmmmﬂm of the people.

Vom wavel around this couniry, and no matter where you go, people say,

Do’ waste your time, fothing changes, you can't fight the powers tharbe—
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kids: Daddy, you're 50 .:1:53‘311: w0 believe in hope. Kids today Jive with swial

o 3,,1; nightmares: AIDS will wipe us MLW{}%@ will mels; the nociear

" " Domb will go off at any minute. Even the ‘tehd o believe we ars hopeless

to affect matters, Its no wonder teenaze suicige is ar g record fevel. Young

people are detached from history, the planer, and, moet important, the fu-

ture. | mainminta;m&:atahiedemchm&u:ﬁmﬂzh:fmrt, the lack of
hope, and the high suicide mate among youth ave conmected. - - .

Thomas Paine, the most ouspoken and fersighred of the leaders of the
American Revolution, weote long ages

Every age 2nd generation must be as fee w ace for Izself, in all
caes, 5 the apes and generarions which preceded ir Man hias no
property in mary neither has any gencration @ prOpETTY iR the pen-
erations which are to follow.

Thomas Paine was talking aboue dhis spring day in this courncom. A verdicz
of not guiley will say, When our country is right, leep it right; bt when it iz
wrong, right those wromng- A vepdice of not ﬂufgﬁ;ﬁﬁg i the niversity
of Massachuserss thar thess demonsratoss Are'T ing their rights as citi-
zens who acted with ﬂw@ﬁ?ﬁ’ﬂﬂn- A verdics of noy guilty will say what
Thoma: Paire said: Young people, don't give up hope. I you participate, the
firuze i3 yours. Thank you.



