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Week 3 Assignment 1 Submission

If you are using the Blackboard Mobile Learn IOS App, please click "View in Browser."
Click the link above to submit your assignment.

Students, pl
Instructors, training on how to grade is within the Instructor Center.

Centralia No.

3-4 page papgr in which you:

(as a pyblic administrator responsible to the public), and obligation.

nt must:

your professor for any additional instructions.
* Includela cover page contalining the tile of the assignment, the student’'s name, the

are not|included in the required assignment page length.

The specific cpurse learning outcomes associated with this assignment are:

* Analyze the changing nature and responsibilities for managing public and nonprofit
organizations.

* Use teghnology and information resources to research issues in modern public
adminigtration.

* Wirite clearly and concisely about modern public administration using proper writing
mechanics.

se view the "Submit a Clickable Rubric Assignment” in the Student Center.

Based on the tase study by Martin, The Blast in Centralia No. 5, in Stiliman, PA, Chapter 1, write a

3. Take a|position on two (2) possible paths of action for Scanlan and defend your choices.

* Be typed, double spaced, using Times New Roman font (size 12), with one-inch margins on
all sides; citations and references must follow APA or school-specific format. Check with

professor's name, the course title, and the date. The cover page and the reference page

|
|
|
|
1

https://blackboard.stfayer.edu/webapps/blackboard/content/listContent.jsp?course_id=_12...
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1/ The Search for the Scope

32 Chapter

chain reac Hon continues the explosion will punp.n".u:‘
throughout the mine or until it reaches something that
will stop it

The best mothod of stopping it, & method in use for
come twenty-five years, is rock dusting. Rock dusting
is simply applying |mive|izv(| stone 1o the walls and
roof of the passageways: when a local explosion oc-
curs itwill throw a cloud of rock dustinto the air along

with the coal dust, and since rock dust is 1« ombustible

the explosion will die. Rock dusting will not prevent
an explosion but-itwill localize one. Minois law re-
quires 1ot k dusting in a dangerously dusty mine: AT
horities disagreed as 1o whether the Centralia mine
was gassy hut everyone apreed it was Cx( cedingly dry
and dusty. The men who worked in it had been com-
plaining ahout the dust for a Jong, time—one recalls
“lhe dust was over ymlrﬁhm-luph," another that u used
1o cough up chunks of coal dust like walnuts after
work”—and indeed by 1944, more than two years be-
fore the disaster, 5O widespread had dissatisfaction be-
come (hat William Rowekamp, as rec orcding secretary
of Local Union 52, prepared an official complaint. But
even earlier, both state and federal inspectors hadl rec-
opnized the danger.

Lel us trace the history of these warnings of disaster
1o come. For in the end it was this cust which did ex-
plode and kill one hundred and eleven men, and sel-
dom has a major catastrophe of any kind been
blueprinted so accurately so far in advance.

Driscoll O. Scanlan (who led the rescue work after
the disaster) went 10 work in a mine near Centralia
when he was 16, studied engineering at night schoel,
andwaorked 13 yearsasa mine examiner for a coal com-
pany until, in 1941, he was appointed one of 16 lllinais
stale mine inspectors hy Governor Green upon recom-
mendation of the state representative from Scanlan’s
district. 5pu.‘|l:inghrundly, the jub of a state inspector is
1o police (he mine operators—lo see that they comply
with the state mining law, including its numerous safely
provisions. But an inspector’s job is a palitical patron-
age job. Coal has always been deeply enmeshed in -
nois politics.

Dwight H. Green, running for Governor the
ceding fall, had prom
force the mining laws “to the leter of the
however far below (his lofty aim his administration i

pre-

of fierce integrity: Other inspeclors, arriving,

A mine, v

ised the miners that he would en-
Jaw,” and
cll
(as we shall seel, Seanlan apparently tor K the promise
literally. Scanlan is a stubborn, righteous, zealous man

10 inspect
vould go into the office and chat with the

and Purpose o} public Administration

company officials. Not 5¢ anlan; he waited outside, and
down in the mine he talked with the miners, not the
posses. Other inspectors, emerging, would write theit
reports in the company oflice al the company lype-
writer, Mot Geanlan; he wrote on a portable in his car.
Widespread rumor hadl it that some inspectors spent
most of their inspection visits drinking amiably with
company officials in the hotel in town. Not Seanlan.
Other inspectors wrote the briefest e
adations and enumes ating only
Seanlan’s repusts

ports llll‘-‘.i'\lt',

making few recommt
major violations of the mining law.
wore longer than any others (owing in part 104 prolix
listed every violation however minor,

prose style), he
-

and he made
provements even though they w
quired by law.

geanlan came 10 consider the Centralia No. 5 mine
the waorst in his dlistrict. In his first report on it he made
numerous recommendations, including these: “That
roads he cleaned and sprinkled. .. . Thattamp-
< with coal dust be discontinued and that
# Remember those ¢t iticisms, for they
942, more than live years

numerous recommendations for
ere not explic itly re-

haulage
ing of shot
clay be used. . .
were made February P
before the mine blew up as a result (at least in parl]
of those very malpractices.

Every three months throughout 1942,
1944 Scanlan inspected the mine and repeate
Jdations, adding new ones: “That the mine be

1943, and
ol his rec-
ommet
sufficiently rock dusted.” And what became of his re-
ports? He mailed them to the Department of Mines and
Minerals at springfield, the agency which supervises
coal mines and miners. springficld is dominated by the
Statehouse, an ancient structure of spires and LOWErs
and balconies, of colonnades and domes; on its broad
front steps Line oln stands in stone. insicle all is gloom and
shabby gilt. The Department of Mines and Minerals
occupies thiee Iughvcuil]ngucl rooms in a back comerof
the second floor. The Director of the Department uses,
the small, comiortable, innermost office, its windows
Lrushed by the feaves of trees on the ratehouse law
and here oo the Mining Board meets. theory, the
Mining Board makes policy o implement the mining
Jaw, the Director executes ils dictates; in pm(‘lim, the
Director POssesses considerable disc retionary power©
his own.
In 1941 Governot Green .!|)pu||\l|-(l as Directof
Robert M. Medill, a :.:vni.ﬂ, paunc hy. wcl-(.\cctl IT!?!“
of about sixty-five. Medill had gone 10 work in amifé
al sixteen; he rose rapidly in management. He had
talent for making money nd he enjoyed spent

ling il

B

ohn Bartlow M 5| 1 1 5
. Al | BT A5l t » Sloppe
tin/ last in € N A Mine |
8 No One
3 } S |

He entered R i
Yl‘,d:“”lll(._l:|;lt(‘i:li.(l:l(l lI[ltl! an politics in 1920, served a few
it “_l“[l?‘(,(;lll(ll)(llll:ililmtm ol Mines and Min-
1Inl;|:<u.l: and then, after wmkn:;(j:;‘u i‘::’{:‘l)\ l';:‘:fl‘:‘l‘.“}!’.

& i

(_},wlllll,l\:::l: :u\,\j.mlt‘(i once more with the dired Iulll-:ll:i")1
a Vpnmlml him in 1944 with, says Medill e
.1“]:(\’1\/;1:;1! “a multitucle of bankers and ?l’ll\ill:“:\. lli(h:l
e murl;d::.il'l'(]-\. I)llll| miners. | had the endorsement
e e 5. ily lIu.».'Iw means the United Mine
s l“"m“.:i\lr.n |l'l. “\_J‘ll,‘ the Progressive Mine
e I1\” associations of big and litle op-
; 7 e endorsement of all four ol these

iealous, power-sceki ;
— pow cking groups is no small feal, As Di-

rector, Medill received $6,000 a year (since rai
S‘u,UUFJ) |:lu.- expenses of $300 or $400 a ke
h\.fcll in d.NI/.I|1|l' country house at | ll‘l: H”"’"“l'_- #
with spacious grounds and a lFL‘l‘flil‘ll:'lll\ I'-' e
. To l\a.lt!(ﬁ”'h depantment, then, came !)ri:(’(la\l'lv‘:\f‘w- "
|ns|)c<:|‘|nn reports on Centralia Mine No ‘] M I‘ il
ever, did not see the lirst thirteen r'a:pmlq‘(.l ;144 :( II-I‘ o
were handled as “routine” by Robert \-“Vuir .I‘IT‘I.;I‘II'I)i: i
i b : i, ¢ mag-
::::',:T,'k:.\':,rf‘;]:,(,Jnl“I”.l' |'nm} who had come up I|II:nI:‘jW
e u.ni”” 2] ;:_l:;; llll:I()l‘l and on recommendatio
Ish_czgqmrh‘;wnl by (,;EL!i‘lmfl.:lLdSll\\l\l'l;(lIm: l\?(”;(-h” .
s X ! ’ a4 year, now
! \;l?rg);‘i,\xl:tsulﬁ‘;‘|"‘-“| brought an inspector’s report,
et Médi”»" “:,i(lll \g’h-a_'(:l}’ldl'y who shared the office
e U[m(-(\i',”. 1 itm‘ She stamped the report [with
b by m,‘('m,'";.; .1‘“,“ putil (_)nWeir':i desk. Sometimes,
- n‘ h,lll; vlm_ys, W&zn‘ reacl the report, He gave
K » (.(moid l: (j/:un girl l):pis{s in the large outer
ertore in grammar 1\L i|||5.|lmr‘,lt)|' s recommendations for
R Ium..r E. nlr spelling, qlwcl incorporated them
rhe Do "4“] (il 1e owner of the mine, closing:
il 3 .' 1Lnlr endorses the recommendations
ade by Inspector Scanlan and reque -
Btk e, requests that you com-
“Will you pleas i
comptuugn LgfI]IEI:-L?‘:-‘é(-‘:::wse the Pupallmvn( upon the
Thanking  1eCo nmenclations set forth above!?
1YOu ...

e (.il et iis letter upon his desk, Weir

Bitite Cummli:ﬂ(il)k!d o lhe'minu operalor.
major. rBCtmunpml‘n' nnmny did not comply with the
Bheer, h()lhur-z( ations Scanlan made. In fact, it did
BGeanlan's re ’n‘T‘lSWL‘I' Weir’s thirteen letters based
Once, Gﬂrly; inll;ljlltﬁ. And Weir did nothing about this
condition of the n’; game, Weir considered the (|l|‘-'.‘.'
company to corre V“‘l_i-‘ 5o serious that he requested Ih)~
evidence tha (h L_' it within ten days; but there i l
& company even replied n

33

This cc .

e :ll:(lllnltlalt;(iltl(:ir .nl-i.uly three years. And during, the
e 1 T G ,( l‘ld !'.t)\’!'IAIIIIIL‘lll entered the pic
Mines 1o make ill-l!il::(;i: ‘\‘ll::ln‘:,lll/:u] th'. oal mines. Bu
e ; sclions of coal mines, Bul
Wlmwill:..atll‘z}ti:\:n:mlvnl had no enforcement |mw:n|
prhies ‘m,\‘ m.li‘,1] ections ‘.l'l:\'L'(| only rescarch, The first
g;(.l,it.m[,‘_.,l e |‘;.|1 u'»l I( entralia Mine No. 5 was made in
dations (IlIFJIir.II(-('I‘;i(!.‘n:'n:ll‘\'l‘\k::di’ TR Do
:..":‘itlﬂihlll‘iml, welling the coal i(I:‘:[Lbl::l:'“:;l!::lml}::l(T::m
i(“ l:ll:l}\;::,.;\lvzlll()u»nuu-(llh.xl “coal dust . . . al Il\li.\(lllll:(!'
,.x',|'(:\ilm i |1'1 xl;lull and would readily propagate an
‘““.h“””j,-;; Hl'ﬂ l..( |-<'*y made 106 recommendations,
el : A ; ™ ones (a government official has

a “major” hazard as one that “could e

sultinadi
u lhli,‘ :l(::,::l:lil } Four months passed before a copy
il el i(.n-(I through the administrative ma-
W e 4:."””!“” and I'(‘.l.(‘hl!ll the linois De-
partme : 51 nn;"ru-'lnl, but this mattered little: the
par r_mnl did nothing anyway. Subsequent fed
reports in 1943 and 1944 showed that l-ln:i”n jor® o
:‘):111:11;'[1([.1:&(:;1-. had not been complied \\fiil:m'I(::( :::L
rral bureau lacked the powe jorce con -
the HHinois-Department pln-‘s;:,-:u:;)lillijlul ('”-”‘I’I"““'":
et power but failed
What of the men w i i
o [\;:):::Jl:‘i;:,],g_:[f the mine during these

; 194+ ; ;
feom Lol )44, on instructions

recording sec Iul‘;:li')r(.:'.(l:slltl‘llm" \|NII”‘“" Rowekamp, the

present the conditio posec a letter to Medill: “At the

el dhusky ek n of Ih(?su roacdways are very dirty

Coal Ca, hm. : II‘}) ‘”‘l‘ petting dangerous. . . . But the

And we beg ‘Y”i‘:l_”'_(" If’“"”?d”'\ recommendations].
The Depart ‘|H<Hl1|)tl.u ot this matter.”

and four rl!\;". :]11::]1\:\:'1'("“.“ this lelier November 6,

vestigate. 5¢ ;T\l‘l o S(.I.“ Inspector Scanfan to in-
“The |.1.;u|‘“.‘.” ll'|JJElrlll'l| |n'.n.wd|.'|lu\y:

much dust l-;iIS:‘L\J:II)J‘::.I” l.hl."‘ mine are awful dusty, and

have complained to m:[,“. il ey, L s

pave « ! . and | have wrote it up pretly
hll::mw(:lu lmy inspection reports. ... But to (l.:lll- Tltul-)l
e J(.{,r“l(. mlu- any adequate sprinkling. . .. Today &
W‘“|H ::,:‘:]fn?:l.r\::.flT;ﬂnl Pruclent said he would fix ll.u.-
i R+ h.., ll;l il ll?r- roads within a week, said
e |“M;:; vacl this work done sooner, but that
pi I.})’._lhp N men .|I><(-|:F each day.” (This lastis
handicapped by ]":‘l|:;'lgi‘::"‘”:;:l e
awi s manpower

controversial. Men of Iilly-|1inc|—jl\|‘1:-I‘li:f:ljil‘]l!-;(\';'lnl:\lll‘nt'

ag < :

age at i 0 NO Y il (L (
A " e mine cel like spendin 3w kends
emo II}..(:)AI('HN « ck dlusti \ILH .\(il‘u‘lg ree @ Las)

| f ASK;
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r hecome available.
red this reply inadequate &

red 1o inspect the
the mmmgnnw:‘nl. and, .1;‘,&'\

rch for the Scope

ubstantial
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1o supply detaited

number of re-
aned others are
rected as ma-
» For ohvious

nd an
infor-
Re file

n Gen-

e shnson—hut McDonald

00

of weeks old

nas he

March 7 m'knnwlu(l_\;c:l this

correspunden
nine blew up.
cement

ad found w
nminent danger,’

hazardous ¢ ondit

ners, selected by €

danger,” 10 order th

d failed 10 instruct t
heen won for

faraway ¢
e mine.

) ended, as pveryone
It at President Truman's order
me Courl, whicl
5\(:V('|'|1|11(,'|1l

. Supre!

15 o strike while the

s, (Subhset |u(-|1ﬂy L

mine,

them. Anc
parate sets of
Late—and
in other

ce arrived 10

selup two methotls
administrative ma-
hat the legalese
" e could
mine imme-
o il was also

me-divi-

ons

and Purpose ©

UMWA were {ined heavily:

the
the

cleaned up—3a wi

Eh)

had the Supreme
whole public down on our ne

a

who charg

n

fad ignmm'. LY ol

5

charges were rue
i1, that Superin
vice-President Young in Chic
isted, including dust. Weir wrote
time Miermann replic
properly. He said nothing

ent |)rovidu(l for

ach local

1o mak

e
n

e men out

). But at Centralia

2 g0 much

mber of the committee di
UMWA District
ir Locals
| con-

he

knows,

ewis ane

d-

vent laid another bur-
John L. Lewis' combat

ina

1 forbade

| the

i Public Administration

) The members of Local 52

ughty correctly or not {hat the injunction deprived
s of their last weapon in their fight o get {he mine
Idcat strike. A Jeader of Lo al 52 has

id, “Sure we could’'ve wildcatied it and we'd have
Court and the go\'ult\mun‘. and the
cks.”

The miners wried the state once more: Melill received ‘
letter Dec ember 10, 1946, from an il\t'.ivi(’-tl.\l miner
red that {he company’s mine examiner {a safely
loing what the law required- flier Medill

anlan’s complaint about this but now he

yan) was not ¢

ator, who |i-|)urll-<] thatthe _©
and that Mine Manager Brown knew
tendent Niermann pmmiscc\ 1o consult
ago, thal other hazards ex-
aroutine leter and this
| do his job

ent E|l'|).\lh“".’1.‘nl investig

2ol The examinet woule
about dust. This leter and one
, plus Yo yung's earlier equivo-
|, are the only com-

other about the same lime,
cal response 10 Medill's direct appea
pany compliance letters on recordl.
There was yet time for the miners 10 make one more
On February 24, 1947, the safety commitlee, com-

ry. i
posed of three miners, wrole a short leuerio the Chicago |
| Mines Administr ation: “The biggest |

area office of the Coa

grievance is dust, . . " ltwas written in lon shand by Paul

Compers (0rso itis helieved: Compers and one of the two
other committee members were Lilled in the disastera
month later) andl Compers handed it to Mine Managef
Brown on February 27. But Brown did not forward itt0
the CMA,; in fact he

And now almost a

did nothing at all about it.
1 the last moment, only six days
pefore the mine blew up, sOME wholly new facts tran-
spirech. Throughout this whole histary one thing has
ol inexplicable: the weakness of the pressuré put
on the company hy Medill’s Department of Mines an

Minerals. On March 19, 1947, the St Louis Post
Dispatch broke a story that seemed to throw some light
upon it. An \llinois coal operator had been 1old by the
slate inspector who inspected his mine that Medill b3
instructed him 1o solicit money for the Republical
Chicago mayoralty campaiph. And soon more facté
became known about this pu‘lilir.ﬂ shakedown-
Dwight H. Green, 2 handsome, ikeable
made his reputation as the youth
od Al Capone. py 1940 he lo@! 4

of Iinois Repuh'.i.cans. all
omised 1055

seemt

Governof
politician, fad first
man who prosecut
like the white hope
paigning for the ww(amnrsh]p, Green pr
the state of the Democralic machine (“there W! N

e e

John Bartlow Marti
e Aartin/ The in C
/ The Blast in Centralia No. 5: A Mine Di
s e Disaster No One §
» Stopped

he a Green machine”), H
nois than Roosevelt; e polled more votes in 11l
e i W::[:().rlis;.]lx L'll,r nalmpnl Republican Slq_l-n :ﬁh
one of the most I":!,l?‘ |"’ll||W|1h he set about |ll!i‘|rlinlj
This task, l”Wlh[‘lrmn:‘l.mlzlu machines in the rmlimf‘
R Rnlu-‘u] . ,I\.t TV,“I' llln- (Z(‘JI'I('(J'\llil.lIll plans u%
i aferis m-,.| .(}(jmmu k. of the Chicago T;i.'J-um-
e |<c|)l|u‘|m,(-‘-;|‘l?) ;lm I’u.-.t.ul(-nl or Vice-President
e, periRItig qli!!u.('.v(-r since. He has governed I)uE
in 1944, he u-:“l("|l1| ')(|"(|ml“(lh DTN s RE= ki)
when his mac I;i|| .U the Ill'-\k- of his power in “-J‘ifl
of the Democt 1|'t-§lliu7(:l.»lk‘lI in reducing the control
Governor t']wt-;w IK mm.-h"”. over Chicago. Jubilant
So———p randpicked a ward leader-to-r ‘[ .
And it 1\}:“ . IIlM? and backed him hard rnor
as only natural that Gree e he
helped. / 1 thes al Green's henchme
el e Ml "3‘""“'M;II;('!"F:"
$20,000.” On ]‘m‘l(""\'”’; ""I’l"t‘{v(l 1o raise "5\15,'(}()-()‘ 2:
inspectors to the xh‘[ ’y '.l’ 1947, he called all his mine
o GX|)u:1\L'-)- t‘(|l11ll]l' rescue station in Springfield
tor Scanlan wl-m »\: ik ol thess—acearding ]ml)é(:
vl ol ns]]lresvnlflhnl the n:cu‘\L‘y' must be
up four Ulwrn'lnl;: llt])? operators “and that he had (‘5|Lt-:l
already comethrou -tI previous day and two of them hadl
he was going lo cor 5[1 1-W‘lh athousand dollars. . . and ll;'n
tocontact the imk: ; ?Llilhu major companies, and we wlr.
et ol
the inspecto o o arieq 38 ly: he said he
rlcfeariig lh: :ggll],];\e-a R-upubllcan, he was inlcre]stt:tcrl’irlI
Stiihe oo )lcmlt.s in ‘Washiniunn and Chicago
Gt e \vi1n;e i)[’)ﬁ:i( ),';)I !llfL’ mind itwould be al!rrkih;
ligr::f:nusl be mlumm;( their money, that all contribu-
er the meeling Scanlan felt li
l‘}%ght perhaps anei:c‘;rng:']eile]‘ll‘lllku ISR ol e
?r::'u ?ig:,u(mca_ﬂed that once |1;I|(1.1Il‘|)lrt|':::‘)'w i
l as did all state empl stueela Teltes
giving the peaple an hones 1|J.oyees) asking his aid in
fepliedto the Gover O.I:LH administration: Scanlan had
o corrupt, grafti nor "that I had always been o (
B grafting politicians and th cn’ P"]DSU(I
myself; and | receive ) at | wasn’t going to
mii lhehcn"@nmr mchll‘:;((I :| meeaEknow edgement
ne that gave i at it was such letters
solicited no conri courage o carry on. . . . o
o
Ficago. So id N oAt drlepany leadler in
Péﬂ?oeronamr oncrali.n;:c :WS that his old friend D.wiil
abody Coal Com > 'CE’P_mgi(l('“[ of the huge
{32&&2 ifl leadling safl)l;ng; f‘i‘:lv.u.!“m $1,000 and j“l“‘lji;
more | or another of the lf;- eer, contributed $50 (Jones
Met), No accoumtis oo Six operators and of hi
counting ever has be el
s been macde of the total
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collected. The shakedown di
PP did not last long,. Accordi
Medill l;:l“‘lll:‘t‘l 2I)(;(s\*l-:|\ur Creen's "('Im‘l(‘- '.(l(vtli)::,lnl}:‘):nl
picind ilI\'|)l'l‘{(j|-,I]W(fl':(‘h]l”rs were complaining limi !1(11
nations and if so he Iclw putting pressure on them for do-
ference:of il inf.L ( M'l_tw”l(’p it. He clid, at another (-(,,)
Since no I||inF()L‘r-l(|m o M?“Th 7. "
dividiiatia (:(m|ri|))“,l :1w VIUIE]I(IS a company or an in-
we are dealing wi:lh( :((I(t:i:lﬁ " df'“,li“m' canipalgn
not legality, ‘ sstion of politica ity
g hi‘,“l‘|lll}:.l.(.f:l:u DlL'|AJdrI|nunl of Mines m;r.ll lr‘\t‘ltijlli‘:-lrl:)I"f
litical "E)llm)n((:v[j;:)wl{‘lntli.Ill'I]I”e”Cy' Aninspector is a 5;(:
o ‘;‘i’nuihule IJelsonaI:I)IIIIE(;?E:I)}‘:EHW‘I hlu fprpegies
aricl ol voters PR ~andidates’ TS
it o Sk i, s
from the coal n;(x h]w.‘hlm fired. (Soliciting '“(Jn(“
comething new [thlAlll-(‘s, however, apparently w-my,'
Sl}ri”f‘ﬁl!lt‘l Yoliti ‘.nr _”_h!mClms" Today SYH‘Ipdlhr-t"%
every?c)III(-!' de I)L'llrﬂlHs says tidedll was Just dding W|ll1‘t
done, but he gt})l‘ . "m"“ was doing and always h:“
i A : .t)uj;h break.” But one must pnin}
guarding lives a \Rpecio yere charged with safe
el L'm;)inyL;é.: mn]rv ‘,m.'mus duty than that of ;‘Itmf-;
they had to pn\ri’c:,-nt[] that in order to perform this dut
from these very of )vm coal operators, and that it W';i)-:
might oblaif mon}e .r.;:c)rs .thai Medill suggested lhv*
vestigated the aff. o Uml_ed States Senator who i' :
Vi |Ju;|ri;ga:1r(:§,rm|('.d it f’rel;r(a.lwnsible." "
:lr\sla_stecr? Nr)lmri;f, }Jrnllagll:llyutzll;s:ﬁv (l”; thetenpla
alia Coal C ' :cted from the Cen-
Proof—strol(;;::ll)l?nyl But the shakedown is on; aSw-:r‘e
partment had rea o [].")Slé‘hal Governor Green'’s (]u;
o i “:hs;)l? l(). stay on friendly terms wilﬁ the
S i ?s their policemen, it should have
coal company giv:-'j{'r at Centralia said recently: “If a
go';I:a ET!’UCI somerlrlli\:;;!.u}:l‘:::rl:'\s?’nd dallars: they'rs
Here lies G e rac e
secretary’s rlll;‘rlf)?: SII‘:‘hfl.u-msli:"hly_"”‘ that, through a
peal to “save our |: ‘: ailed to act on the m?ners')n )-
s ore ;mmnl\iflu;l II?ul rather that, while the kinL.
speeches, I)nrik hom?r I:i':“I(STOLIIIII S Weiew: '“"ki"g
building a rich political lrnaryl‘:ilnf:lflnw(".rs were busier
ministering the state for hi cfine for him than in ad-
Green machine dovetai L Moreover, enriching the
Eittans.of Madill 1:;[‘““‘" nicely with the personnl‘nm-
i By ot I-||( (‘>|Iw?’rs, a.ncl Green did not restrain
‘)lml'al(‘lJ'.‘i,‘Mcflﬂi 0)1;51 with |1|.5 old friends, the wealth
dence exists that [}Ijlllnl.“ied his personal standing. Fvi’j
ting hitn "I‘I)Uinle(iLDiﬁ\i:I,Ie;:rd hael a hand i:1 1ic-1.
A e 2 f
worked as a Bell & Zoller boss. Br;f_l::.(l-::::luf;t\é\:ﬁilr .
was



42 Chapter 1/ The Search lor the Scope andl Purpost

lous enforeet of laws. As ot the inspectors, fow |

retary Krug, andl de

of Public Administration

by the riminal negligend e ol Sec-

i were “murdere
lared a pational six-cay “mourning

no zed

of them woent oul ol their way o ook Tor trouble; some

inspectors after leaving the Departiment have obtained perie ol during this Holy week, and though some said

H""‘l jobs as ¢ aal company exe ulives. Anyway, as one he was only a¢ hieving by subterfuge what the courls

inspector has said, “I! ycmlliul (o ride ‘eny, l|u~y‘lll.|u:,‘,h had forbidden him—a strike and defiance ol Kiug-—

aLyou and say, "GO ahead, VlLjust e allup Hlslin)-‘iil-ld."' nonetheless he made the point (hat in the entire nation
that only two sotl ¢ oal mines had been ¢ omplying with the

AL was a cozy < ombination
warked o1 everybody's henedil, everybody exe opt the
miners.” And the miners’ man on the Board, Murrell
Reak of the UMWA, idl not oppose {he combination.
MNor-did-Greengue jonil.

As the Chicapo ¢ .nnls.nig'_n'!-‘munxl i a close; dow
at Centralia on March 18 federal Inspeaior Perz was
making another routine inspet tion. General Superinten:
dent Johnson Lold him the ¢ ompany had ordered pipe 101

earlier hutithadn’tan jvedl, “that
there would be a Lng:n-L-\pl-n(htuu-1n\‘lﬂw-ll there .. .they
had no definite arrangements justyet. .. but he would
take itup with the higher aificials of the company” in
Chicapo. 5¢ anlan and “vupm‘inlvmlvm Niermann were
;\y:-tl in the bare litle mine office,
and-tor window shades, ull

As one man has said,

as) yrinkler system n nths

there too; they st
with its nckety Turniture
7:30 that night. Mo o ke dusting had heen done o1
nearly a year but now | a carload of
rock dust unth-r:.;imuul ant
it would be applied over e next weekend. {1
perz, too, the wught Johnson “very conscientious . . VeTY
ped out his report—he had re-

sorted wearily Lo Jisting a few major recommendations
“should

and adding that previous recommendations
Bhe complied with”—and mailed it1o Sprimljiuk!. Perz
went home and wrt acknowl-
edging that 17 hazaic
ing 52 recommendations most of which he b
in November (the company and the CMAwere still cor-
responding, Vet that November repart). Perz finished
lay Morming and mailed he report 10
sifice, which prvmnmhly hegan pro-

the company hac
| Scanlan got Lhe impression
Lwasn'l)

competent.” 5¢ anlan ty

jie oul his own reporl,
Is had been correc ted but mak-
1ad made

writing, on Saluie
the Vincennes
cossing, it on M mdlay.

The wheels had been ning at Springlie
25, Weir signed a jorm letter 1o
Lan's latest rmnmmwn(l.\lil ns:
gt that day, at 3:20 pan,

Idh, 1o, andl

on Tuesday, March
Brown selting forth Scan
“The Departiment endorses. . .
hetore the nnly_uin;:-n\.\il hox in the
\-mplit-:l, Centralia Mine Mo, 5 blew up. .-

The last of the hadies was 1ee overed al 5:30 am
on the filth day atter the explosion. On “Black Mon
day” the flag on the new city prall flew at hall slaft an
S i lown ¢ losed. Already the {funeral

all the businesses
John L. Lewis ¢ ried that th

fad bepun, 111 ol them.

nl'pﬂllll]l'l\l Was

safety codes and so Krug € osed the nines.

wale investigations hegan, two Lo determine
Lo find out why. | eeleral
that the ignition
enl, or lace, ol

Six sep.
what had h.\lnpmu-:l, and Tour
and state experts apreed, in peneral,
pmh.\lﬂy had occured al the extreme
the First West Entry, Thal WS st ty-a« pal=tlusl ex-
plosion, that the dust |:L(1|:.|lﬂy was ignited by an ex-
plosive ¢ harge which had been tamnped and firedd ina
dangerous manner-— fired by an opentlame fuse,

famped with ¢ oal dust-—and that the resulting loc al ex-
WS pmp.\g-‘ulul hy coal dust throughout four
cections of the e, subsicling when it reached

plosion
working,
rock-custed areas. - -

And what resulied from al
Centralia disaster? The Washington County Grand Jury

retumed nn-hitls—thalis, refused 10 indict Inspector
Scanlan and five company officials ranging Ui yward in
authority through Brown, Nicrmann, johnson, Young,
and M« Donald. The Grand jury il indict the Centralia
Coal Company. &> a unlu:mllnm on wo counts of “will-
ful neplect” o ¢ omply with the nining law-—Tfailing 1o
rock dust and working, more than 100 men on & single
split of air—and it also indicted Medill and Weir for
“palpable omission of duty.” The company |)!em|ud
i did not wish 10 dispute the
mum: $300 on each
¢ miner's

| the investigations into the

nolo contendere—
m"\;v-ﬁmcl was fined the maxn
| of $1,000 lor Joss than $10 pe
jail sentence of upto
a corporation

ch
count, a tota
life lost), The law also pm\'llll-l. a

cix months but of course you can’t put

in jail.

Al this writing he indiciments against Medill and
Weir are still pending, and amid interesting circum’
Bail for Medill was ])rn\'n{w(i by Charles £
G. C. Curlis, and H. B Thomp-
addly enough, are connectél
jsion of the l)vp.nlmum from
nel one of them is
But this is not all. Medil
e of venue, sup:
lon County

slances.
Jones, John W, Spence,
son; and all of these men,
with the oil and pas div
which Medill was fired. A
of Medill’s detense anormneys.
and Weir filed a petition for a chang
- ported by numerous affidavits of Washing
| residlents that prejudice existed. These affid
5 collected by three insprectors 101 the oil and gas 0
sion. They succevded in petting, the trial (ransferre’

o

also one:

avils weres

L

John Ba v < Q.2 t i ( LS
Bartlow Martin/ The Blast in Centralia N
1 A Mine Disaster No O Stop

Wayne County, P )

i (I:::?l’_l:-ihu h!-l‘-‘ dominated by a segment of
by one of these ""(AI’H ihie al organization led locally
o Wit la ;;%t,( n, ?[:um . Not in recent memory
sullarchaEs 'U'HV.IK tion of a Department head on
il ““I]l‘“‘:{. lhl en su:»_l.nnc(l, and there is little rea-
Melil !)L.““rllm.[\ct Maedill lu_\r\ﬁ-i: will be convicted
sl l-lln act of great political loyalt .
et stoppin ]u“c most ol the blame at Centrali ly
SiiiErs lll)(?\/t“hi p the ||wl|-.-ll§:dliun before it reac iu:(i

Why did |mII:.‘(i;.ll:l}:lw‘ [llnny he his reward,
— e the Centralia mi !
it exploded? Lo . alia mine belore

[;\I](lil.(:n]p i:-“-:\, (|'|II|( “,h, question. Medill’s ;m-.ili:il:
could have “’_“I'»l.ltu;. ) was that Inspector Scanl
g !-1:’:".1:51:\(-(! it. And, legally, this is “;:("'ll?f‘k]\ﬂ.
Sloise ‘1. iy \U;;:‘{Iy |J|.l:lVPl|l‘(? that an inspector ¢ lHlJ|:|
inspectors have | 1 I'('I?:~El-n! in violating the law. But
] [i“-‘“”-“l(. done so very r.uvly, tully in M; en
i ““; [n;ltc os, and .1||}1r)si always in L‘Unslﬂll‘l-
closed the l';-|1;(||)'lmm_“”l' Scanlan felt that had I‘u-
fired him and 1r-l iy Medill simply would have

Moreover, the .;::I]:)Imml a more tractable inspector

it also l)e|'n)n u('l(l 1“ ([l|l v I'I_(,,,l_. was not his exc l“-L'iW'I)’:

divided auni]nm r” e Mining Boardl. (Anclis nol 1]1i;

duced the [“‘i'l‘-l’- :'m(:,m thechteffactors that I”H;

estly didn’t |h"||-1kt:|‘)-}\("|“"' Weir has said, “We hon-

close.” e mine was dangerous enough to

This seems | stic
e Tm!;zw::-lu[:ta:qn . yet one must credit it. For
closed it, even l}.(‘ ‘Iougm 50, surely he would have
opened it. So wot:I’:I}Ih 4 el pliable inspector re-
the company itsel a1 federal authorities, Medill, or
Fvegers l} sell. ./\n.ri surely the miners would .
Govem(:: ‘éol'k “'] " .
laid blame for rllcmfsn ; i (agi-finding commillee
Scanlan, and the ;-( isaster upon the Department
ltinois joint legisl ;:'mpaiw. The Democrats in th:
By reort hlag;],]l.l )IVG committee submitted a mi-
Giaon's adminigl,”:?, the company, Medill, Weir, and
B erime . ih:f;:m tm."lhe industrial and p'nlili.
B inable to 'f' g npul)lu_:an majority confessed i
and hauli ix blame. After a tremendlous p o
|cgig|-\:; ing by every special interest endous pulling
slatior ) - st some ’ )
nD“linE l(; :::‘::’tzgi'l-"‘-’.{l as aresult of the ace i’:lcc\:[\‘;;:;
misdemeanors (ex:(-m:u-”w ln.W\i violations 5'”] are
spectors, a felony); i'lilist"1f1‘|{n|5:|1 solicitation by in-
’ scarcely a serious blow to a

million
-dollar
does th corporation to be fi
el e fined $
gy yet charge spe ined $1,000. Nor

anies—. ific officers of
Banies—rather than the abst i i 5
abstract corporati

ations—witl

s i

legal
dl responsibili
hility, sa it is sti
official to hide be Y, 50 itis still easy for a company

hind

a 5 i

anebulous chain of command
7
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reaching

o iigl::w”l(:;llhlc 'xl\lnll()'«])hl'l(' ol corporate finance
s “.’im .;l : I,mm. I is |I;IE'SI 10 believe that com-
i i any law can be enforced unless vi

‘ <o violators

As for the Congre i
o h:‘(L:.II?-T‘IIl.“H c;l l‘lw L ll)sl(‘(\ States, it did next 1o
B Hi.; 7..( subcommittee recommended 1l
wnn;m[ l.”t.( safety .\l‘.mdmtl-. and give the federal g h:l
ﬂmlI“.Iilnlm‘;:'“! 11‘(: l'l1|.ll|.( e that standlard- "Immu)l‘\‘.lxru
ol i .-. ion is ll-n|)l'm\ivt-," But Congress only
: Bureau ol Mines Lo reporl next ‘-!\'hhiull ()I!I

whether mine :
- |(-(r;);-‘11n;:,.“|:l(’,:::lm'“ were complying voluntarily
Alter the Cuulrr ll?ll‘ ;“ ittt
Tl s peitae Iw.”m disaster-each-man-responsible
privale scapegoal f”"'.‘d lo escape it each found his
the Hiateital \I'u:n N .u wartime manpower shortage
in the most ilili-ll.l"f - another official, the miners, :,,'
strange destin t‘tul-t A5€5, “human frailty.” Surely a
"-'“lll|llJ(!'\ll-\N||)pn[n.)“k Dwight Green from a Imhq.;l
R Imm‘} a youny t_,-us,gulu-' he overthrew
oltle, B camie |‘dunl|” gu.nlr.l!l;l where, fifteen years
who wanted 1o knm:') l\]l‘\(}; \(\’-Ilh \Nt”idm l""\\'vk.““],"
aboul the miners’ sreen had done nothing
i (_vn:r'JTi ]u-:ltl-[:\l‘(::\:.( unch1 individuals. The
heed their o king somebody who wo
fmln(lllu-:]:.,(,t;l:::i.um'l.hm Ihl..'il: lives were in rlnﬂ}l’]ll-:‘l
organism sc.urv‘ll u"m(m“ﬂ wilh officialdom, a hl‘l‘.’(:
eral Inspector |I1}:2“IML The State Inspector, the Fedl-
company “”il» nh:ﬂﬁe Bu.’nd, the Federal CMA, the
authority,” lht'): for . .-lhes0 forever invoked “higher
stream of memormLiV“ passed from hand to hand a
and rulings, and ;|1 ( ﬂ|m.1(I letters, decisions and laws
strives to fix res| )r);?’_l st lh}:lr own identities. As ”m;‘
sgilie G (-U-;i[,- sibility for the disaster, again and
-11-1}' imlivi(iu,ﬂ hut:nh;d, as were the miners, not with
into a vasl, unappre m|ll1 a |N_J>'l of individuals fused
Haastiis 'tmmulvlmiﬂ,(-mmu insensate organism. Per-
the picce. C(-rlail;l t‘ Illuzl-”-“_'“"‘]lll iscue tie villain in
And this is i e lives they controlle
our S(H'i(_lll- ﬂ_nly o "”'”0“‘ once more that in nmllmtti;
y complex we have made it 1.:n|11.m.!y,v.ll)I(:1

Author’s Epilogue

inois G W & b (
overnor Dwipl
4 il Giee i i
|)y the C y 5 sreen was ruined p liti
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