Have you EVer gotten the impression that writing well in
college means setting aside the kind of language you use in
everyday conversation! That to impress your instructors you
need to use big words, long sentences, and complex sentence
structures! If so, then we’re here to tell you that it ain’t neces-
sarily so. On the contrary, academic writing can—and in our
view should—be relaxed, easy to follow, and even a little bit
fun. Although we don’t want to suggest that you avoid using
sophisticated, academic terms in your writing, we encourage
you to draw upon the kinds of expressions and turns of phrase
that you use every day when conversing with family and friends.
In this chapter, we want to show you how you can write effec-
tive academic arguments while holding on to some of your own
voice.

This point is important, since you may well become turned
off from writing if you think your everyday language practices
have to be checked at the classroom door. You may end up feel-
ing like a student we know who, when asked how she felt about



