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ustomers like vy Love and Josh Ha After My Camphnk
t St hildren, he inger and hig WlfEll

? er, put him their house in when he wag !he:'
for a gallery show in October (he said he paid : back by giving hir:
e medita abyrinth on his back \nd he said he recenty
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Marc Jacobs

S 8 tattoo of his tyq

went gallery hop
houlder, courtesy of Mr. Campbell. The nature of

bull terrier

xplain these friendships. “Tattooing is a very

his craft, he said ps
intimate exchange,” he said
“You have your hands on someone, you're communicating with

very yielding,” he continued. “There’s no cool-guy factor.

them, and tk

no barrier

easy to see why Mr. Campbell might have been welcomed into the
inner circle of celebrity. He's charming in a not-too-forced way, can
fluidly swing the conversation from Greek art to the Dead Kennedys to

1

motorcycles, and he h 1 appealing back story

He grew up in rural Louisiana in a fishing village called Hermitage.
‘I hated it when I was a kid,” said Mr. Campbell, whose father owned a
company. As a teenager, he would order William S.
Burroughs novels from New York and dream about the world beyond
‘I felt like everything I was passionate about was something that was

small oil-services

mail-order from somewhere else.”

s inspired him to get his first tattoo —a skull on
his leg — at 15, to his mother’s horror. “When I was a kid, she sat me
on her lap and said: ‘Scotty, you could murder, and I'd still be proud to
call you my son. But if you get a tattoo, I'll shoot you myself,” " he

His rebelliousn

recalled
. ife. At
Early on, Mr. Campbell toyed with the idea of a middle-class life
d a careel

the University of Texas he studied biochemistry and planned & have
medical illustrator. Eventually, his restlessness took OVer S8y
spent @

an of a gerbil,” he said. He dropped out

the attention Sp
n I,
! Francisco, where he worked in that tattoo pall

pefore

years in §;

(o L Pl
Scott Campbell, a tattoo artist, will have a gallery show of his fine-art work. His
life has been a continuous line of adventure, starting when he was a teenager in

the Louisiana bayou

bumming around Asia and Europe, where he tattooed for cash, and then

landing in Williamsburg in 2001

Inspired by the street sensibilities of artists (
Mr. Colen and Dash Snow, he dabbled in mixed-media art— United States
currency (above) that he etches with a laser, for example — around 2004
The painter Michael Bevilacqua, a friend, encouraged him to exhibit his

work in group shows, Mr. Campbell said. The work started to sell
i [WOW, a gallery in

Last April, Mr. Campbell’s solo show at OH
Miami, sold out, said Al Moran, its director. It was evidence _(lhat
Mr. Campbell had the stature needed to carry a solo show on Apn( 29
at the gallery’s new space in Manhattan, on Crosby Street — its first
since moving to the city. “All sorts of people were coming” to the Miami
show, Mr. Moran said. “Tattoo kids were comingin, and museums were
coming in.

ng Campbell said he is nervous to show in New York. But zfdded,
philosophically, “If the art world shuns me, I can still do tattcos

and tattoo clients) like
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w for the UC Davis newspape the Californj,

an intervie ‘s attention. “Peopl|
z of catching someone’s 2 ool
Aggie, in the Mw’w the weirdness of it, 50 I'm hoping that wil| help,
- V’Yz g website also has & message board. Various rotes offer Dan
hesa

; ice, and one marriage proposal. Dan's
encouragement, ’;’;’z‘:::/f;pﬂg’ Germany, who invited him mv;:::
::: m,mmmnl Record Breakers' Club (www.recordholders,org) if he
were ;:"mmlﬁ" major and hopes to teach eventually, Ag he
described his vision for how the 24 hours would play out, he spoke log.
ically, with attention to every detail. He spent months preparing, Along
with accounting for Guinness requirements, Dan had to find a corporate
willing to donate 50,000 paperclips (about $200 worth), more
than enough to break the record. He clearly wanted to make sure his
 effort would remain standing for a while, “I definitely want to smash
the old record,” he said. “I've done practice rounds with a spreadsheet
 that makes projections; and right now | would probably go about
3 JM’M (about 12,000 clips) over.” Dan sent out four letters to various
 office supply companies. He got two polite declines and one no-answer,
Mm Dan said, "_Ofﬂa Depot called and wanted to know if it was
legit. At first ﬂ:mlrnﬁrsenmive was suspicious that it was some kind
Ul' prank. | was so happy that someone had replied. Eventually | con-

Mmdeb::;hﬂuyunt me 50,000 paperclips and some t-shirts.”
T It up another problem. What does one i in

o by do with a cha

der Meiren's strategy, Dan constructed a giant
i mm'mm would use to wind up the chain as Dan
b night. Unfonu.nately, according to Guinness
SSWes required verify the chain’s length by stretching it out
."wd‘.a'ﬁ!' Within the 24-hour period, Dan didn't work out

V&;:; NTEM on May 23 at 2:50 p.m., ten minut:a*-E

hed gotten Cnews affiliate was parked outside. ApPAr-

only 8 Media Coverage, A 3 5 nt door
other %tm - A typed sign on his frol

that a world recorg attempt was beind
o

made here. it read, “Record Breaking in Progress, Come int"y

out of the heat to see an elaborate setup. The couches hag be:mked o
into an facing the giant spool and a smaj card table wm’: Sl
chairs. A television displayed the video feed of the room ang as:iv.'u:
clock of the current time. The little dining room had an iviac st s a‘:n
Dan's spreadsheet and AOL's instant messenger, allowing Dan z, ot
detailed statistics on his pace as he worked and also the ability to gwe
dictated updates to friends online. In one corner were two giant s!:cks
of small bo:

each containing exactly 100 Paperclips, Each stack had a
sign above it reading “For the Tie" and “For the Win,*

\" respectively, Dan
greeted me as | walked in the door and then quickly went back to check-
ing last-minute details, nervously giving orders to his support staff of
friends while the clock clicked ahead to 3:00:00 p.m. He was wearing his
bright red Office Depot t-shirt.

Standing next to the card table were a cameraman and Sacramento 1o
reporter John Alston. John was testing his microphone. The expression
on his face alternated between amusement and the look of a reporter
who was seeing a slow news day. Troy Sammons was sitting on one of
the couches, along with Dan'’s second witness, David Fillingame. Another
student and friend from Dan's church, David had known about the proj-
ect for a long time and was holding out as a possible emergency wit-
ness. “There are worse things you could do with your day,” he laughed.
“Like going to class.”

Other friends scurried into position as the final seconds approached.
Dan had a total of four assistants: one spooler, two people to unload
and untangle paperclips from boxes and finally, one person to pass Dan
paperclips in the right orientation to allow for maximum speed. All legal
under Guinness rules.

3:00 p.m. Everyone let out a cheer as Dan began to clip away. His tech-
nique was flawless, fingers racing like an intricate machine while he
talked and made jokes, only rarely taking his eyes off of his hands. At
one point he had to ask his assistants to speed up. The spool was being
held in place by a stack of books on either side, speifically, Dan's math

textbooks. “The irony s not lost on me,” he quipped cheerfully.

Most of Dan's friends were excited about the prospect of being

TV a5 Alston prepared to broadcast a teaser segment for the six o'dock

news. “I need some Vaseline for my teeth! cracked MM‘:‘; 3
ously. All of a sudden, Alston went into broadcast mode, locked onte i

e
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anchors back in the studio i 4
mwmum. Nmt::‘"_";::“ and Lois, I'm standing here wnhp[f;
m:d‘:lpl;an Meyer who is attempting to break the worlg recorg
:m paperdlip chain. It's not as dull as watching paint dry 5
its :::mm are you feeling, champ?” :
Dan's reply, “Im great, John. No cramping here!” Laughter brogg
out behind the camera.

12:31 am. A small crisis broke out at around midnight. With the spool
containing three tightly wound layers of almost 10,000 clips, Daviq asked
the uncomfortable question of whether they would really come off of
the spool like that without tangling. Realizing the terrible possibility that
nine hours of work might have gone to waste, Dan took only his sec-
ond break to come up with a plan. Several of Dan's engineering friends
were present, and they eagerly threw out suggestions. Eventually, some-
one came up with the clever idea of separating each layer with Saran
Wrap and duct tape. Immediately Dan went back to work. He was clearly
annoyed, furious with himself that he could have ove
important detail, and frightened by the thought that no

; W he would now
have to race just to break the old record, instead of ol

bliterating it.

415 am. A small cheer went up as the latest s
) preadsheet numbers
informed Dan that he hag broke,

; N the old record, as far as total num-
:;! n:; :’lpsnut wgem His. Pace had slowed a little, but he was deter-
A m’:e his "wwn .ofvunory s large as possible. He also wanted
m:;rwm HF';'W'W that the first 10,000 clips would be essen-
useless. His friends, meanwhile, had succumbed to fatigue. Dave
' €yes drooping as they watched a movie
to off " ;
fight off sieep ang bom'!om, Watching Dan is kind of hypnotizing,”
m.y'“"’ﬂ’- ¥'m sure | would have dropped off a long time
 Steep deprivation gis, produced
friend Mirands asked him, “You ko,

some strange commentary. Dan's
Paperclips ?n. When this s ail doney

What you should do with all these

- What a weir, nop

hOUId fill up a swimming pool and jump int”
Sequitur thing to say, Miranda,” Dan replied, 20

ER ill army of friends came out to a remote farming road to
help Dan v the chain out to ful iangihs AVKERA damarstar was
present f llow-up, and Dan’s parents had also come oyt 10 help.
Dan's mor ked next to the crew, looking proud and amused at the
same tim 's always had a lot of initiative and leadership skl ang
he's wanted to do something like this for a long time,” she said, *0f o
the thing ould be doing in college, this is OK by me,”

The unspooling process was slow, frustrating work. Dan soon dis-
covered how flimsy paperclips are as they broke under the slightest tug
from the spool. As the crew walked slowly down the road, Dan had to
continually order halts to fix broken links as well as tangles and snags,
all eating up precious time. The Saran Wrap turned out to have worked
reasonably well, but the duct tape was a mistake. It tore the wrap as

Dan yanked it off, exposing underlying layers and causing more tangles,

At this point, Dan hadn’t slept for close to 36 hours, and the frustration
of this rather banal detail derailing all his work was starting to take its
toll. His friends offered well-intentioned advice and tried to take charge,
but this usually made matters worse, Dan‘s mom wanted him to dfmk
more water. The cameraman asked him distracting interview questions,
As a particularly bad tangle halted them, with or.ﬂy abo}ﬂ a quarter of
the spool unrolled, Dan let out a yell of hus(ra!vbon, With less than an
hour to go, he could only unroll as much as possible and hope the peo-
ple at Guinness would understand

One week after Dan’s attempt at immortality, his website posts the
disappointing news: despite having put together almo.st ao.m z:y;er;
clips, he was unable to measure out enoug_h of ‘.hem ina stu;g d:q
to officially break the record. Dan is pinning his hopes ont. e vi :
that he will send to Guinness, over twenty hours.nf pap‘)er(hp asserr'\d
bly footage. He is not optimistic: “The rules are fairly smflt; 9:‘! w:):z' g
say there’s probably only a twenty pev(ent.(han(e they i accep .|y
But despite what would seem like a total failure, he speal :‘edd\mﬁﬁom 4
about his favorite moments of the experience. What stai e
one small dream to be the best in the world at lemymh'smhm
into a massive undertaking. It came to involve Dan’s fﬂem =

ily, his school and the local community, and thanks mm s ternet,
randomly interested people around the globe. A nxtlmw'm“
claims even people in Hawaii saw him on the news. favorite
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 Key Features/Profiles
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A
T

paperclips.
ular angle. Someu

topic — like trying to byl

Pursues; it would likely ignore aspects

.‘ L Fridéy," he says. “The .’ were alm
zt‘“’”"d i1 pm- in my living room am% the lights from
crammed er expected it 1o get thay big

1 had & lot of fun- million-dollar question is, after icsing on 3 teqy,
: ' .me ‘ day? “Well" he laughs, “this Paperclip
cality, will he Y it "9::nd you don't quit climbing Mt “verest becayse

: o] Meyer and his quest for a world record. The i
This profle fock mmm:;eadm?{mg the pointlessness of Meyer’s attem
ation and eventual failure.

An interesting sub}ect. The subject may be something unusual, o
it may be something ordinary shown in an intriguing way. You might pro.
file an interesting person (like Daniel Meyer), a place (like the site of 3
world record attempt), or an event (like the attempt to break a record),

Any necessary background. A profile usually includes just enough
information to let readers know something about the subject’s larger
context. Danielson lets us know that Meyer is a mathematics major at
UC Davis and wants to teach but focuses on his activities involving

it

etimes finding an angle will be fairly easy because your
- €8ugh o be intemsting i g . -6 PPETCLip chain — is offfeis

on the important work the person does of @

A firsthand account. Whether you are writing abouyt 5 person, pi
, Place, or

event, you mrekd: by s.pend t'u.'ne observing and imera‘:ﬁng with your sub
ject. Wwith 2 person, mte.ractmg means watching and conversin; ]ousu 1-
ists tell vs that “following the guy around,” getting your sub';act tma:i-
something d talk about it at the same time, yields excellent niateﬁsl i »
i proﬁle When one writer met Theodor Geisel (Dr. Seuss) before pmﬁlir(ir
him, she asked him not only to talk about his characters but also to dra\AgJ

one—rest!tingin an illustration for her profile. With a place or event, inter-
acting may mean visiting and participating, althoy :

: ' . gh sometimes you may
gather even more information by playing the role

of the silent observer.

Engaging details. You need to include details that bring your subject to
life. These may include specific information (“The current record was set in
2000 and stands at 895 yards, or just shy of nine football fields™); sensory
images (“As the crew walked slowly down the road, Dan had to continu-
ally order halts to fix broken links as well as tangles and snags”); figura-
tive language (Meyer’s fingers were “racing like an intricate machine”);
dialogue (“ ‘I need some Vaseline for my teeth!” cracked Dan”); and anec-
dotes (“All of a sudden, Alston went into broadcast mode . . ). Choose
details that show rather than tell — that let your audience see and hear
your subject rather than merely read an abstract description of it. Some-
times you may let them see and hear it literally, by including photographs
or video and audio clips. And be sure all the details create some dominant
impression of your subject: the impression that we get out of this profile,
for example, is of a good-natured, bright, and energetic young man will-
ing to go all out for an ultimately meaningless goal.

A BRIEF GUIDE TO WRITING PROFILES

Choosing a Suitable Subject i
A person, a place, an event— whatever you choose, make sure i_‘js ,Sérfle.
thing that arouses your curiosity and that you're not - i dsw&
Knowing your subject too well can blind you to interesting detav e




image6.jpeg
"

WM Ino Buny 1 swn iy syy, 1a8pat IN 3O
~393ms 3y, — spuaty Swredaq omy 3y, 1a8paT
O JO pury Jeym uo wiy Surus ‘sesowed WM BoL u:w“::hws
1233 "pres faqdwre) 1y ‘Kep 1xou sy “uureazo; ] ST U0 3BT Ul p1igq
[[BWS & pauolssturwios pue ur sures uerensny jusneduw ue £ep 3uo
‘ufpjoo1g ‘SmaswenIM JO POoYyIoquStay
wEmkwEw,:wﬁ 313 W ‘oone], paaes ‘orprs sty pauado pue JIOA M3N 01
Paaowl ay 1syye sreak 1noj ‘ooz ur 130 j003 3] (1931ED 0ONEI 18] DUV
“(paurerdxs
Teqdwe) 1 ‘spess Aaen s ut spun ue £q WY 03 UMOp papuey
3d Arwey e) xsp0y e seam Yojem sIaA1p AYunp SIy 18Ql pue umag
sdurey woy a1am sues( sy ey ‘1afeq uspo] sem UIYs umop-uonng
ST 381 PUIW 19A3U — §,qOg IX233]g I Swnqe B3Iy, JOUTI S[[3S Oym
a8euin Auwry uoneares wr PH & 331 payoo] [jeqdwed 1 ‘wys sty jo
no urysad suirearoj PaUIRIS-jUI STy pue reqjod sty jo doi s Bumysnuq
rey puoiq-Kup yuey sty am pue ISHIE MO[3) ® ‘US[0D ueq puswy
STY M 1920 puog uo Jueneysas e “S[IWIS 3y ut 3es 3y se ‘paspuy;
"S0661
S W odspuely ues wr siaquwr Sues 33eusa Sutoone; uonesnps
M SIY JO y[nq A 108 3y Jeyy pres oUm ‘Faqdures “1py pres , ‘00p yoeq
913 Ul }anus oym pry Aup arp (], “odspuery Ues jo 1owsip 1ysreH
19MOT 3@ Ut orprus oone e e paurers e 3 ‘Teqdure) nods 103
¢Woo[g opuepQ pue -1 £3umoq uaqoy sapnput
1B ST JuaY € pue K1a(re8 o8 M3N B Ul moys uew-auo e yum dn pus
— [1e 3e Suturen ou qUeY 3q 03 ‘Tram — e ut Buturen reutso; ou g

SNy








