Using the Source: Cjvi] War Photographs

and enlargements suitable for exhibit or sale. Two Important product Innovations
based on this improved technology — the Stereograph and the carte-de-visite —
Occurred in the years just before the Civil War T'he stereograph was a doub]e

studio, it produced 2 three-dimensional effect. Stereoscopes helped turn the
viewing of photographs into a leisyre activity that could occur in every home.
The carte-de-visite was 2 small print made by fitting four lenses onto one camera,
which produced four identical images on 32 single plate. Prints from such a
negative, when cut into quarters, were used as calling cards. Brady led the way
In marketing them as collector’s cards (sometimes called album cards), selling
cartes-de-visite of famous figures in numbered series much like baseba]] cards are
sold and collected today.

Paper reproduction in such formats made photographs available to even
working-class people. A portrait-size print might cost $ 1.50, a Stereoscope 50 cents,
and a carte-de-visite only 25 cents. When Union and Confederate armies mobij-
lized in 1861, soldiers In uniform rushed to have their portraits taken as souve-

tographers realized the demand that the war was Creating for their services, they
€xpanded their work to inclyde other subjects that they thought might turn a

What Can Civil war Photographs Tell Usg?

much greater speed and detajl than other media. Armies had long relied on sketch
artists to record useful Information about the scene of battle. During the Civil

traits of the generals themselves as they sallied forth into history. Military pho-
tographers also aided in the reproduction of maps. Ever since, historians have
used these images to teconstruct the military history of the war, from engage-
ments on rural battlefields Jjke Antietam to scorched-earth attacks on cities such
as Richmond, Virginia, and Charleston, South Carolina.

Cultural and socia] historians find Inany advantages to working with these
Photographs as well. How people create visual Images of war tells us much
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