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Manipulating Meaning:
The Military Name Game

Sarah Boxer

i easy o take the act of conversation for granted. After
means. Bt talkis much more complicated than thai. For one

on your social idenity and that of the peopl you are addressing. For exa
alywould not gree the president of your college or universin H

b Socil situations aiso migh require

r 10 cach other by name when they are on the Senate floor. I

iher s the junior Senator from Minnesota,”depending
Talkngis made even more comples by the use of met

vtk another. Synomyms cary slighly different meaning
therto rame a discourse about something in a particular
vty of mrivarons relted o the impression we wish 1
cassethe word erippleseems harsh-—one asociated with deformit
fbilty—we regularly substitut the milder word handicapped i i

o Tamingis a regular eature of advertising and i also especal
rccmpl, inan ffr 0 repeal  ta on e assrsof deceased o
bstiuted the term death tax for the original estate tax. To x inari
hin bt 0 tax deathseems especially cruel. Or take the word v D

il used hetrm 10 emphasiz he imporirce of v
i associted metaphors) against povers. The esullant “war on poverty” phase becare
ol for i e important poficyiiaties. We eneoee
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foe example, went inio choosing the ight ame fo the operaiion

hwarzkopt wanted the narme Peniy.

Bame began with the Germans. In World \ar 11 ¢
been e frt 10 v miliary operatjons <o pans. Colnc)
. They ransacked mytholog, l

e

he invasion of the Sovict Union Barbarossa for the 1211 contirs ol
Erederick 1, who had extended German authority over the Sioee

Colonel Seminski writcs.
blike Hitler, was partial (o names that came from “heroes of ani
om Greek and Roman mythology. th constelations and sers. famons
of Briish and American war herocs,” Colonel Seminsi ar

s And
tiquette. Names should not “imply a bostful or overconfident sent

il sad; they should not have “an air of despondency’ they should
5 or ordinary; and they should not be a target for fun. No widow of

said, should have “to say that her son was killed in an operation
or Ballyhoo. *

Churchills pains with nomenclature, the names of British and Ameri.

were originally designed to be sccret, not meant for public cars il
as finished.

Department drew upa st of “10,000 common nouns and adjec

 “proper nouns, geographical terms, and names o ships” that might

elues away 1o the énemy, Colonel Sicminski wries And cach thater had

Code words; “the European Theater got such names as Market and

Pacifc Theater got names like Olympic and Flntlock.

‘World War If ended, the Pentagon began creating operation names

ly designed for public cars. The first nickname was Operation

1946 atomic bomb tests conducted on Bikini Aol And then things

the Korean War Gen. Douglas MacArthur “permitied code

‘and disseminated to the press once operations had begun.
il he e of the war”Colonel Semind s

were some very “aggressive nicknames’ for counteroffensives in

Roundup, Kl Riper. Cousgeous Ao, and Duniess

mes kept flowing in Vietnam, but public rlations concerns soon

B o e e i e

“Sueep opersion through th Bong Son Plin- President Lyndon

protested that it did not relectpacifcation emphasis” In ther

mehow did not say ‘peace” o the worl, Colonl Seminsk vrtes

as White Wing. At 1966, operationstended to be named for ons
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PART TWO & Languago and Communication

and fgres: Junction City, Bastogne, Natl

wnrison, o “round-the-clock bombiry

T s hetroopst he K .,
k" was called DllEl:lmu Niagara, “tc
“x >minski notes.
Tl i nd o oo S e
o i oo e SR e Code Word, Nicknaj
178 e Gt S ot compir e, he Coe Word ik
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fomated means or subiiting, validating and storing themn.

There i pl
the names so

10w, he writes, is “to m
{ room for drama. But the fashion ne 170 m
0 like missio ts by using a verb-noun sequence: Pron

Liberty, Restore Hope, Uphold Democracy, Provide Promise.” They are boring, .,

Despie the monoto

s trend, names are mor
been, With “the shrinking scale of military action;
name of an operation now may well become the
onale. Maybe that i the problem

Robin Tolmach Lakof
Calfornia, Berkely,

mportant than they have .
7 Colonel Sieminski writes, the »
iame for the whole war and its

i, & professor of linguistics at the Universiy

he uthor of The Language War, a book about the v,

fuage, said, Whoever gives the name has control o
taming a baby, she added. “Your o

it you hope it wil be.” What then wa |

Enduring Freedom?

The 80U 0 e s o h cpm, s
and fustice. It was the adjec o

reation s opaque

he hope with Inf

. Said, Were 1o problerm; frecd.
i ol P01 Problems, The o o .
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