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theirsuccess oy by assuming the cast.off domestic rolesof middle-and highineomme
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the United Kingdom. Add (0 racism the private “indoor” nature of so much ofthe
neww migrants'work. Unlike factory workers, who congregate in lrge numbers optaxi
drivers, who are visible on the street, nannies and maids are often hidden awayone
or o at a time, behind closed doors in private homes. Because of thellegalnature
Oftheir work, most sex workers are cven farther concealed from public view:

Atleastin the case of nannics and maids, another factor contributes 0 the i
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male services. In the ancient Middle East, the women of populations defeated in war
ere routinely enslaved and hauled off 10 serve as household workers and concubines
for the victors. Among the Africans brought to North America as slaves in the six.
teenth through ninetcenth centuries, about a third were women and children, and.
many of those women were pressed to be concubines, domestic servants, or both,
Nineteenth-century Irishwomen—along with many rural Englishwomen—migrated
to English towns and cities (o work as domestics in the homes of the growing up-
et middle class. Services thought to be innately feminine—child care, housework,
and sex—often win ltle recognition or pay. But they have always been sufficiently i
demand to transport over long distances if necessary. What is new today is the sheer
numbe of female migrants and the very long distances they travel, Immigration sta.
tisties show huge numbers of women in motion, typically from poor countries to rich,

Althoughthe gross satitics givelitte clue a to the jobs women evennually take, thegs
St hoxons o infer that much of their work s *caring work,” performed cither fn pri-
e homesor in institutonal sctings such as hospitas, hospices, chld-care centors
and nursing homes.

{be satitics are,in many ways, frustrating. We have information on legal mis
ignints but not on illcgal migrants, who, experts tel us, travel in equal I not greater
e . enhermore, many Third World countries ck data for past years. whigh
et o xace trends over time; or they use varying methods of gathesii
amation,which makes it hrd 10 cormpar ane coumy s gk 201
o0 1 1970, for example, men predominated in labor migeation northern Euroy
88 Turkey, Greece, and North Africa. Since then, wommes o
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, or from East Germany to West. But of the regional or
stand out. One goes from Southeast Asia to the oil-rich Mid
m Bangladesh, Indonesia, the Philippines, and Sri Lanka to B

 Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Hong Kong, Malaysia, and Singapore. Another;

jgration goes from the former Soviet bloc to western Europe—from Russia,

ania, Bulgaria, and Albania to Scandinavia, Germany, France, Spain, Portugal,
and England. A third goes from south to north in the Americas, including the stream.
fiom Mexico to the United States, which scholars say is the longest-running labor mis:
gration in the world. A fourth stream moves from Africa to various parts of Europe:
France receives many female migrants from Morocco, Tunisia, and Algeria. Italy re=
ceves female workers from Ethiopia, Eritrea, and Cape Verde.

Female migrants overwhelmingly take up work as maids or domestics. AS
‘omen have become an ever greater proportion of migrant worke i
ries reflect  dramatic influx of forcign-born domestics. I the Unit
American women, who accounted for 60 percent of domestics in the 1940s, have been
largely replaced by Latinas, many of them recent migrants from Mexico and Central
America. In England, Asian migrant women have displaced the Irish and Portuguese
domestics of the past. In French citics, North African women have replaced rural
French girls. In western Germany, Turks and women from the former East Germany
have replaced rural native-born women. Foreign females from countries outside the
European Union made up only 6 percent of all domestic workers in 1984 By 1987,
the percentage had jumped to 52, with most coming from the Philippines, Sri Lanka,

Thailand, Argentina, Colombia, Brazil, El Salvador, and Peru.
The governments of some sending counrics actively encourage women (0 mi=
srate in search of domestc jobs, reasoning that migrant women are more lkely than.
their male counterparts to send their hard-camed wages 10 their familis rather than
Spending the money on themselves. In general, women send home anywhere from
TAIF to mearly i of what thev sarmn. These remittances have a significant impact on
thelives of chidren, parents, siblings, and wider networks of kin—as well s on cash
rapped Thiod World povernments. Thus, before Josephine Ieft for Athens, a program
o ihe S Lankan government taught her how (0 use & microwave oven
e anel am clecric mixer. A she awated her light, a song piped into the.
e emge extole the opportunity (o ca money abroad. The song.
B e ew o he i Lanka Bureau of Foreign Emplovment, an offce
Vi 10 encourag women to migrat. The yrics say: d









