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ecessors. The government runs the ¢
countryside and the jungles operate under thir o
One of the most significant effects of the coca trade and of the campaigas 10
eradicac it has come on the most remote Indians of the Jungle area. As e canpalgn
aganst drugs has pushed production into more naccesubie places and o the oot
demand has promoted greater culivation of coca; he coca growers are oY iate
previously unesplored arcas. A coca plantation has been opened along the Chiore
giverlss than an hour’ walk rom one of he few surviing bands of Sagel e,
“The Yuquis, famous for their eight-footJong bows and thel he oot s, e oy
hovering on the brink of extincion. In the past ver, the hree bands af & fw anded
Yuguis have lost cleven membersin sirmishes with outsiders. 1 usn, thes s
severaloutsiders this vear and even shot the missonary who isthelr maln Chomaplon
against outside invaders
According to the reports of missionarie, other Indian bands have been enlisied
a8 workers in cocaine production and traffcking, making virtualslaves out of them

A Bolivian medical doctor explained to me that the Indians are fed the cocaine in
their food as a way of keeping them working and preventing their escape. Through
cocaine, the drug traffickers may be able to conquer and control these last remnants.
of the great Indian nations of the Americas. If so, they will accomplish what many

have failed to do in the five-hundred-ear campaign of Europeans (o conquer the free

Indians.
The fate of the Indians driven out of their homelands is shown in the case of

Juan, a thirteen-year-old Indian boy from the Chimore rver where the Yuquis live,
Lfound him one night in a soup kitchen for street chidren operated in the corner of
2 potato warchouse by the Maryknoll priess. Juan wore a bright orange undershirt.
that proclaimed in bold leters Fairfax Distrct Public Schools. I sat with him at the.

L i oo it il e et
ablecomed in ot el H 1 e What e coud eember of

fwhom were as you
i ot know to which tribe he was born or what
T e e
T e
3 lh:chh::y‘nrduchlp-n.mmmsdwl:mbw
. i ver met. Was 1 stronger than everyonc
- American e had ever m :
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e the land for growing coca) and higgy
e e the labor were sulcringfom th e

such as Pocona (which suppli

e
ievterachaper o e vor e Bl o

s e e o e i ke he drng A
s B i o el grment i P
e e ored nt & rocesig ot
B e ecoms bt only a hlt ey y i
Chapare. Toco cannot grow coca, but the vllage is close enough 1o the source to by
e aivecs of the pasts. Traffckers brin in the large shipmentsoféogy
e ene: ot onty o o il i
B ey ot s vk ot

and outof Toco every day. Emblazoned with names such as Rambo, El Padrino Tie

Godfather), and Charles Bronson rather than the traditional truck names of SanJosk

ans, or Flor de Urkupina, these are the newest and finest ryls

i ith a Bolivian phsician and another anthropologist

the United Statcs, I caslygot a ride, lons with a doven Indians, on  truck whichws
hauling old car btteres splatered with what appeared t0 be vomit.

A few Kilometers outsde of Toco we were stopped by a large crowd of ndan
peasants. Several dozen women sat around on the ground and in the road spi
ning yarn and knitting. Most of the women had babies tid to (heir shoulders ntie
brighlycolored aayu coth, which the women use o carry everything from ptsloe
{olambs. Men stood around with farm tools, shich they now used o block the o
{The men brandished their machetes and rakes at us, accusing us al of being MU
elers and pisacocas. Likethe Indians on the truck with us, the three of us sood st
and expressonless in the melee

e hosile peasanis were staging an ad hoc strike against the coca trade ThY
‘had just had their own fields of potatoes washed away in a flash flood. Now Wik
ou food and without money (0 replant, they were demanding that someonehép
them or they would disrupt al traffic 1o and from Toco. Shouting at s

f them climbed on board the truck. Moving among the nervous passengérs:
(Shecked for a shipment of coca leaves, kerosene, acid, or anything else that ik
| bea partof the coca trade. Having found nothing, they reluciany et s past Vil
e Warnings not 10 eturm with cocaine or pasta. A few weeks afer OUF
th th srikers, thir strike ended and most of the men went oft o Jook [oF

:and in Toco; without a crop, the cocaine traffic was their
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APTER 18 x Cocaine and the Eoomomic Detarortion of Botvia 143

cocaine o be smuggled out of Toco and i the town ofCliza and on t Cocht
and the outside world. Ot agte (e AR

Toco s an expanding vllage with new cement.block buidings going up on the
g of town and a variety oflarge plumbing pipes anke, and St by st
1t aso hasa Large number of motorcyels and cars. By Bolivan stapdacde t b ich
ilage,but 1t s sl porer han he sversge vlloge n Mesic o5 Bl S0 e
our arrival in Toco we were ollowed by  handrof s e el e
aad within. few minutes the ew had prown o narly ity oung s Amaioee
asist us. Most of them were o foor, butsome o th el o o e
and many of them were armed with guns and machees They b s ]
then openly hostile when we convinced them that we did ot ant 1o by pebi o
scape them we took efuge i the home of an ndia faily and whled o b
o dipere

When we tried 0 leave the fes hours e we were trapped by rucke
load of young men who did not relase usun thy had checked whoh R e
were rescued by the hosccompanicd s she happned to b the hese af
Popular Quechua writer. Evokin the memory of heruncie b b de cp b o
the Quechu people, she convinced the ilaers of Toco tha we wese Bolian
1075 who worked with her in Cochabarmba, and hat we were o fosiEnet Soraag
10 buy past or 0 spy on them, An old veteran who caimed sha he hd s Ttk
(Chiaco War with her uncle vouched for us, o in et fo having caved o bt

2 le the drugs out of the country and into the United States and
e e ncrease occurs outside Boliva

e Bl Al st e o of e fn ot

= ine at the airport. Like all the other women in the prison, she now earns

R Ty

B i e e

B T e

ore.

that smu
ganizations
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PART FOUR = Economic Systems

B indred fifty Boli

monthly wages of two hundred f iagy
e B il U.S. dollirspericaui in pay, b
chers, who earn the equivalen ;-

tandards, i is & small part of the gl
B ok coine wouid probably bring in five 10 seven million/dollagg Of by

B s i brres e ol product of cocaine t0 the sireetsof
of theline, cocaine sels for four to five times its weight in gok
s to destroy coca. This produces programs in which

amount, however, only about five |

L
people and tra
West. At the

The United States

pendent on the country's cff

e sible arcas and uproot a few felds of g
B e reas om the United States
dheewith American congressmen applaud, make ther reports on the esclaigug

instdrugs, and then etire o a ity hotel where they drink hot cups of coca legang
cockals

These programs hurt primarily the p tries to make a slightly bet
S Hiiing by growing coca rather than papayas. The raids on the fields and eoals
Factories usually lead 10 the imprisonr c pisacocas and women and
ehildren hormigas from villages throughout B Local authorities presentthe

ued Belds and full prisons to Washington visitors as proof thay s Bolivian gor
Sfmment has taken a hard stance against drug trafficking,

datemational crime figures with bank accounts in Ne York and Zurich get the
money. Bolivia ends up with hu; n it villages, young men with their handsand

feet permanently maimed, higher ratcs ¢ enereal disease, chronic food shortages,less
St Higherschool dropout rats, ncreased drg tion, and a worthless peso

W on myanthrolab.com

be the major effects of the o
2. Why have the prod,
th hazard in o

ne trade on rural Bolivian life:

uction of coca and the

e manufacture of cocaine created
via?





image1.png
¥}
ﬂ“‘
.)‘g’ ¥

RGY

Cocaine and the Economic
Deterioration of Bolivia
Jack Weatherford

e emands of the world market have eroded local subsistence economies for centuied
Lands once farmed by individual familics 10

ieet their own needs now grow sugarcanes
e o elables for market. Deprived o thei access 10 land, hosseholders sk

B e or it ocivies 1 findjos, Villges are donscieq e el

R o, evis wonien i urm an g e v e

o do anything. So, why capy
: hy can' you make your
s 12202 Do n e G JoNE SR

In the silence that followed, I
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iy in Inca history, he village of Pocons e
Comncing i ihincs, w1 s

< the village of Pocona.

have been driven back into a world of barter and renewed nulllu‘m‘ i 14
the open, legal market also govern the clandestine, illegal markets, and the effects of
both are frequently brutal.

e v tias Baltva PR : -nefits of this trade among the
Barco chic who lived in a new suburb of houses styled to look like Swiss: 3

Spanish hacienda

bamba’s meager nightlfe catered o
this lte would probably not cam a3 mch 22
Detroit, Frankfurt, or Tokyo. ot
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e majorty ofthei daily calories comes rom the potatoes and fromthe s
‘putin their tea. They have virtually St dpa' T":d"m:'fn
Juctsare now st {0 the Chapare to fee
B cfrocona wanco: compese sgaiust them The crp,
the people of Pocona prodac are now diffcul o scl because truck drivers
ot rfabie ok cods n nd ot fthe Chapre rathe than s
long and unprfisbl rp o reach such remote villages s Pocona.
e e away from the vilge,
might asume that more cashshould b flowing 1o Pocon rom the Chapas
young men easily can three dollars a day-—three times the average dally
porer oraborrs in Cochabamba. Bt i assumpion was contradictad ey
o Pocana. Asone widowed Indian mother o four cxplained, the pra s
heicenyeaod somcame home, e brought b of fd, preset,anmgped .
e younge chiden. She was very glad that h s working i s
e scond i bome h o oy o b o a1 himel,
st brineing oo, b ook avay a3 msch a5 e could cary o s gl
backintothe Chapare
e i et bis mother it e could ot find enough workntl
i 0 50 more moey he made is mother bl o ey B
B o e i rcarid i e ik e
itz Accodin t he mother, h beat th et et e
0 et more b, e oy 1 Made dappearcd. On oneof Maanss e
i e s e .20 ore o co Bt s
i o, 0 Cochabar o work a 3 o e omn
o e fm 272 71 5 bome o et b
. 10 his mother: Morsee” " tried but failed 10 have her ‘wages paid 0
eariana was separated from her family A BLENE

st she was not going 0 be o 1
"i,‘.‘ e e more of the prostitutes in he Chapae
ving in Pocona was never-very by
il o s decin. e years ago, Poconalsgaso
e the hom 1o pagc 0 of clectrcligh cch

igh, but with the advent oft
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ot he s comedov that Tollows coffe high.Cocs sl Pl R ot
it headaches, stornach pains, and the typeof alitude icknes g s
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Pleof Pocona now make more chicha, a form of homefermented corn beer that tates
Somewhat like the silage that American dairymen feed ther cows. 1t s ronic that as

sumption of lcohol in
inafllucnt generation of Americans are decreasing their consumpit
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