- SOCIAL SCIENCES

Social Sciences

The social sciences are concerned with the study of people, their history and devel-
opment, and how they interact and function together. These disciplines deal with
the political, economic, social, cultural, and behavioral aspects of people. Social
scientists study how we live, how we act, how we dress, how we get along with oth-
ers, and how our culture is similar to and different from other cultures. By reading
in the social sciences, you will learn a great deal abour yourself and those around
you. In “A Surveillance Society” you will read about how surveillance cameras make
our daily activities more public. “The New Flirting Game” examines a much more
personal form of human interaction - flirtation. “Coming Into My Own” considers
asocial problem - racial discrimination - and shows how an African American neu-
rosurgeon dealt with it. Use the following tips when reading in the social sciences.

TIPS FOR
READING IN
THE SOCIAL
SCIENCES

= Pay attention to terminology. The social sciences use precise terminology
to describe their subject matter. Learn terms that describe behavior, name
stages and processes, and label principles, theories, and models. Also learn
the names of important researchers and theorists. As you read, highlight new
terms. You can transfer them later to index cards or a vocabulary log for thac
course.

= Understand explanations and theories. The social sciences are devoted,
in part, to explaining how people behave as they do. In this chapter you will
read an explanation of how people flirt, for example. As you read theories
and explanations, ask these questions: What behavior is being explained?
What evidence is offered that it is correct? Of what use is the explanation?

Look for supporting evidence. As you read, look for details, examples,
anecdotes, or research evidence that demonstraces char the writer's explana-
tions are reasonable or correct. When reading “The New Flirting Game,”
look for the author’s examples of women’s flirting behaviors, for instance,
Often, too, in the social sciences, the examples and applications are highly
interesting and will help you remember the theories they illustrate.

= Make comparisons and connections. Try to see relationships and make
comparisons. Draw connections between topics. Sketch charts or maps that
compare different explanations, for example.

u Make practical applications. As you read, consider how the information is
useful to you in real-life situations. Make marginal notes of situations that
illustrate what you are reading about. Write comments, for example,
about what you have observed about flirting or about instances of racial
discrimination.
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