; law, their employer can i
i . require a secret
 claim that tv:::jthout a secret ballot, workers could
student’
E t‘x requiredst :zseétlyuargues that under existing law employers routinely make use of
P a secret ballot to dissuade workers from voting to unionize. To

support her argument, she cites statistics from the National Labor Relations Board and

other sources showing, among other thin
- : gs, that 88 percent of '
tions in 2006 and 2007 were against employers, "OF:eunions the unfair labor practice cita-

IN THE COMMUNITY In a letter to the school board, a group of
parents writes a petition in favor of a proposal to institute a
Peacemakers program at the local middle school. They begin with
anecdotal reports of bullying at the school to underscore the need
— for action. They emphasize that the program’s primary goal—
I teaching children not to avoid conflict but to manage conflict constructively —is one all
i parents could endorse, and they argue that those who oppose the program misunderstand

it. They demonstrate parents’ misunderstanding of the program’s methods — for example,
the ideas that stu must keep their hands clasped behind their backs when walking
down the halls an tudents cannot play contact sports like basketball and football. To
clarify the Peace: actual methods, they briefly describe the negotiation procedure
children are taugh nvolves articulating what they want, listening to what others want,

enting ways of resolving the conflict. They conclude by claiming that

| and cooperatively
skills like these will help children throughout their lives.

learning negotiation

IN THE WORKPLACE An executive in the financial industry
defends American International Group (AIG) on a blog for paying
out $165 million in bonuses after the company was saved from
bankruptcy by taxpayers. The executive begins by acknowledging the
B —— justifiable public indignation. Nevertheless, he argues that AIG had

no choice but t.o f;onor the bonus contracts. He claims that efforts by the government to
us precedent. He concludes by reminding his read-

void the contracts would set a dangero | .
ers of what he assumes is a shared value: Not getting paid for work already performed is
~ un-American.

~ To his surprise, his blog entry provokes nearly two hundred responses, most of which
ﬂeagree with his d‘efense of the bonuses, arguing that incompetence and greed should
. not be federally subsidized:

"3y
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press her Strong fe.. '

acknowledging that “som g o
it “crushing” that “one 1n four .
ession a

history.” Not only does this 'CO;]Ctrategy = '
but it is also a smart rhetorica S hat really are important for ¢y,

i t
their values about the kinds of knowledge
ent, try the following:

fend teenagers’ use of the Inter

|low her to €X
that it shows readers that sh,

to learn. : &
¢ Goldwasser’s counterargu

To analyz

Reread paragraphs 4-5, where she tries t0 de
against Doris Lessing’s criticism. .
Notice that one of her strategies is t0 support her countcirargumcnt with the g,
Common Core survey that was used to attack teenagers use of the Internet H

effective is this strategy likely to be for her readers? Ask yourself what these g,

tics allow Goldwasser to demonstrate.
Write a few sentences describing what you have learned about Goldwasser’s

counterargument.

STED cry

@ A Readable Plan T GRS
5 s . : .
Writers of position essays sometimes repeat in the conclusion language or idc:

introduced in the opening paragraphs of the essay. For example, Statsky comes bu..
in the last paragraph to her concerns about “the excesses and dangers” of competiti:

sports, ideas she introduced in her first two
paragraphs.
To analyze how Goldwasser uses this strategy, try the following;

Reread the opening and closin
any language or ideas that are rgpg:treag.r aphs of Goldwasser’s essay, and highlign

* Write a few sentences describi
; escribing what
think this : you found and dj ing w o
strategy of repeating material makes her essay n?:,SCUSSIgng e
re readable.
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] $ 10 reframe the Issue, try th
» &‘

Reread paragraph 7

s A1
- tollowing:

low does 1} oldwasser is telling about the
. } : Ih s j h } 1S \tl)r\ TCN.HHC (hc l\\l|\'>
who are C wWeanda the they -
Y In this Paragraph? Assuming Goldwasser is address-

» we, how effective
ing the we, ective do you think
. . : nkt "ty 1 y
for these particular readers? his way of reframing the issue is likely to be

oA well-Supported Position

In Jrguing for a position, writers may provide v

- it PR arious kinds of supporting evidence
Indud'"g facts, statistics, fmmplcs, anecdotes upporting ¢ d )

»and quotes from authorities.
: are statements th:
Facts arc ents that can be Proven to be true. However, a statement that is not

> ) ) 12 Y <
truc ‘:;;'r‘::; ;thl.::l:l:y tru¢ may ht_asscrtcd as fact. Therefore, readers may need to
be reas asserted fact is reliable and comes from a trustworthy source.

Statlsflfs are FOﬂlelllljcs mistaken .for facts, but they are only interpretations or
corrcl.lll(')ns of numerical data. Their reliability depends on how and by whom the
information was collected and interpreted.

Examples and anecdotes illustrate what may be true in certain situations; effective
wriler§ do not usually offer them as hard-and-fast evidence of the universal truth
of their positions. Using them can, however, make an argument less abstract and
enable readers to identify with those affected by the issue.

Quotes from authorities can carry weight if readers see them as knowledgeable
and trustworthy.

To analyze how Goldwasser supports her position, try the following:

Reread the essay, and highlight at least two places where Goldwasser presents

different kinds of supporting evidence. Examine each instance to determine how

she uses the evidence to support her argument, and consider how effective the
evidence is likely to be in convincing her readers.

Write a few sentences explaining what you discovered about Goldwasser’s use of

supporting evidence in this essay.

@ An Effective Counterargument .. s s s 0 L e

Some position essays are essentially organized as a defense or refutation. This is the
case with Goldwasser’s essay. As she explains in the opening paragraph, it has become
“fashionable” to “bash” teenagers, and her essay attempts to defend against this “latest
takedown.” One object of her counterargument is the Common Core phone survey,
but she also counterargues the claims made by the National Endowment for the Arts
(NEA) and Doris Lessing in her Nobel Prize acceptance speech. 5
Before examining how Goldwasser tries to refute these authorities, hoxyever,
look at one passage where she makes a concession. In paragraph 12, she begins by

dy s
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MAKING CONNECTIONS: THE INFOR
in an Age of Information. But, as Goldwasser SUgges:: |
rmation is thought of and acces,

It is often said that we live 2

; ift in the way info ;

" ith m%e?mf :dﬁnﬁfmdems. GISCUSSOUriOWR experience. Begin b,

turns listing the ways you use technology to transmit and retrieve informy;,,
der the following questions:

typical day. Then, together consi
« Goldwasser reports that the National Endowment for the Arts lamep -,
iminished role of voluntary reading in American life” (par. 2). How much ;.
do you spend reading in a typical day? What kinds of things do you read?
» What kinds of information do you typically look up in the course of a g7
do you most commonly look it up? Would your answers to these quesij,.

different if you did not have easy access to the Internet?
ishes between “concepts” (for example, “Adolf Hitler's ;.

* Goldwasser distinguish
:vorld hxsto”ry" [par: 121 and “what “To Kill a Mockingbird’ is about” [par. 5/ .
copyrights” or “trivia” (for example, dates and author-to-book title ma: -

[par. 11]). Why do you think she distinguishes between what you should k=

and what you could just as easily look
about Goldwasser’s distinction?

up when you need it? What do you thinl
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But this is also why it's ¢
a medium. We're afraid, o, Kids ko, Why we can't seem 'o recognize that it's just

deoa‘fes onto YouTube 4. 3 _
They're texting at the dinne, table ang Y determine the Outcome of this election.
consumer cultural phe"'omenoﬂ; iPod, i, :
mMusical”; large hot drinks with gingerb' v fph%e; Harry Potter
network Pages, and they esseniy m;":‘; "avoring. They can seil ads on thai social
an Oscar winner. MySpace worth $sag million and *“Juno®
Besides, we're tireq of
2 of "Heroes,” calculate 5
we're allowed on),

havi
:gf ;c:ta;k them every time we need to find Season
Print or uploagd Photos to Facebook (now that

teenager, when, really, it's one of the ey ,,,,;,ha‘t’i‘gn:"mowable about the American
overgeneralize — labeling like the mean [ conduct these surveys and
curity. r Erven by the same jealousy and inse-

13

their long-division skills or date of “Jaws" recall is i
peri - rusty.Thislswhatweallruyonu\a

the first time,
Teenagers today read and write for fun; it's part of their social lives. We need to
"stead of meeting it with punishing pop quizzes and suspicion.
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become a fashinn.
wn of what has ' i
The other week was only the mos‘"::k::;dcan teenager. A.phgne and ling)) ¢
segment of the population ww1 ducted. by the research organnzattnon Common ¢,
-year-0lds, pe living in “stunning ignor;
vey of 1,200 17-year ng people t0 NG
Feb. 26, found our you

and released
of history SIS S that the National gndowment for the Arts came o,
nished role of voluntary reading in Americar,

This furthered the report s
at the end of 2007, lan:g'(:':‘ 7-year-olds, and Doris Lessing's cpndemnation. N he
ol e+ a'!?of:fgﬂ‘lo Nobel Prize in literature, of “a fragmenting culture” in w, .,
acceptance Speec have read nothing, knowing only some specialty of Other

instance, computers.” y ,
for Kids today — we're telling you! — don't read, don't write, don't care aboyt any.
thing farther in front of them than their iPods. The Internet, according to 88-year.q

Lessing (whose specialty is sturdy typewriters, or perhaps pens), has “seduces ,

whole generation into its inanities.”

Or is it the older generation that the Internet has seduced — into the inanitieg of
leveling charges based on fear, ignorance and old-media, multiple-choice testing? So
much so that we can't see that the Internet is only a means of communication, a1

one that has created a generation, perhaps the first, of writers, activists, storytellers?
When the world worked in hard copy, no parent or teacher ever begrudged teenageré
mwmwmtowﬁteletterstends—ora movie review, or
an editorial for the school paper on the first president they'll vote for, Even 15.- ear-old
boysaamuaampanofwfeenngsmmsommoutthefe. 2
Americans who are fluent in texting, e-mailin
amending their profiles on social network sites —gm,

: i

time, raﬂnrﬂlanitsbdngafomedlabo,mn

late at night, they're ; apaper’s due in school

1 s s e 2o Tt wrttn e ey <
of a speech that moves: Ninety-seven percent

ThiS is, of course, the king ¢
has tumed't“.Iug : won‘hawlqjge
embedded in thei hamm,,-',:"'*‘" il S"Otﬂ:fwmg,ng_ The Interet
eir schools, their u ir own lives — reporters
| OWn heads.
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" reasons makes his argume
reasuUiis

here

S indicating whethe
Nt easy to follow.

Etzioni supports his reasons. ;
r Etzioni’s method of forecasting his

CONSIDERING TOPICS FOR YOUR Own Essay

: : : iti w worth-
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E:“K: it is, and recommends against |
o

o I r
LIt You could write a similar kind of tehs::)iii:gs
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i — for
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Write a few sentences reporting what yo les
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tistics to argue for his position on

@ An Effective Counterargument SRS
:::d key points throughout his essay, Etzioni acknowledges readers’ likely obiect;

e then h;ounlerargucs, them. In paragraph 3, he acknowledges that some r ’ jection.

ieve that McDonald’s-type jobs are ggod because they teach teenagers :(ddlm Wil

productive youngsters.” Although he agr‘cc: \:?;(m‘

: 1 N

“se:if-rcliant, work-ethic-driven,
readers th jecti ioni
at these are valuable objectives, Etzion makes clear that he disa
S¢ gr(‘t“. Jh(\t:

howT:e:ln f:'st-fo':)d jobs fulﬁll these goals.
yze how Etzioni counterargues, try the following activity:
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per-Fraser stud
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refutation.
Wr i((' acou
; ple of sent
ticular research ences explaining h ’
stu g how Etzioni
counterargume dy. Add another senten ur efutes the findi o
nt. Ce assessing the effecti ings of this par-
1veness of Etzioni's

L
!

writer’s position
reasong (e the issue. Most
her posjn’oe: ::u develop and SI.Ippo‘:tn'tm also e thesi
Paragraph 1 and ygeg Il’na:: € essay. ICSSicaegls statement to forecast th¢
ns for i graph 2 to quahtf;t:l:z;’l foll' example, assers
clarify the positio?

Preview his th -
: reaso
ment in which k Ns unti Senten
ed Paragraph 3 p. 5 c¢ Of
oesso, = Pn 3. Find ang “npdaral §'3Ptl;‘ 1. But he does 0
R line the forecasting s



ETZIONI

' WORKING
e

l”

the yZING WRITING STRATE
. GIES
|~ ANAL Al L
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) : prom the first sentence, it is clear th

at Etzioni’s
o rather than the teenagers them :

: Primary audience is parents of teenag-
selves, (

o ioni refers to “a longstanding Americ B his readers, it may seem fitting that

4 -Ew' bs” and what he calls the t} "l:ur,:‘m tradition that youngsters ought to get pay-
i 1 Ik lemonade stand” (p: oKlore” associated with “the newspaper route and the
sidewa v i Par. 4). In other words. Ftzian: gatt S h

o " the issue has already been frame ¢r words, Etzioni begins his essay by assum-

I | Y ing t Jramed for his audience through their associations and

c,(pericncc. .

Writers frame issues (and reframe jssy
influence how readers think about the issye.
P sround a picture, or in digital terms,
¥ photograph to ’focus the viewer's eye
important. Framing, like cropping,
the margins. Framing an issue essen
1 certain way of seeing the issue,

To get his readers to listen to his argument, Etzioni has to reframe the issue — to
show that today’s McDonald's-type jobs are not the same as the newspaper route and
lemonade stand of yesteryear.

To analyze how Etzioni tries to reframe the issue, try the following:

Reread paragraphs 1-7, highlighting the qualities — values and skills — associ-
ated with traditional jobs and with McDonald’s-type jobs, at least according to
Etzioni.

* Write a couple of sentences explaining how Etzioni tries to reframe the issue
and whether you think the story he tells about McDonald’s-type jobs compared
to traditional jobs is likely to make his readers reconsider their assumption that
McDonald’s-type jobs are good for Kids.

es that have already been framed) to
. Framing an issue is like putting a frame
using an editing program to crop and resize
on the part of the picture you think is most
cuts some parts out altogether or moves them to
tially does the same thing by focusing attention on

: . A W-SUpporled Position = . i e s R S &
Writers may use various kinds of support for their argum_ents. Like Statsky, Etzioni
T cites authorities. For example, Statsky quotes the ofﬁc.ial Little League Web site, pro-
e fessors, journalists, and parents. She carefully identifies her sources by supplying
. their credentials — for example, “Thomas Tutko, a psychology professor at San Jose
¥ State University and coauthor of the book Winning Is Everything and Other American
Myths” (par. 3). o
t .
' i dible authorities and tends to present their evidence confi-
d"‘d)'-wethe flt:otsgzacl:ﬁteessf:e where appropriate — that is, she presents it tentatively when
:

, t whether it qualifies as fact. For example, she
there can be reasonable debate abou o o SormiAdi. a8 :

. in Sports
eports that “Leonard Koppett in Spo ay put abnormal strain on developing arm

Year-old trying to throw a curve ball ... m
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m”lcr con o be low bv adult standard :
de : teen pay T Z)r who"y by the teens, Thay : /d

: from
apprentices 13TOIg © 10 o quy, the 100 | ree ") and are lef
ttf’:bfif parents’ householc: ass, spent ahigh echool kids™) and are left wiy,

n the middle & all, they ar¢

especially i 5
o o hoe! o use it to support themselves .
¢

youngsters live ) . ol Ly
substantial sums of moncy is not quite d?::scl some money aside t_“ help pay fo,
Where this mo":yhf:: middle-class k’a car, But large am.oumf seem u.> .”(m [i' Day
cially among Sap2 IIOI' Pul'ch”e"'oae'.' aspects of American consumerism: f};,
lege, or save it for 2 ma into the most trit€ {-moving teen craze.
for an early mn-oducﬂonl:’ .whale"“ else is the las:hfas are being good American Consypm
punk clothes, trinkets ahis is only fair square; qicas' a cynic might add, these fund,
One may say thﬂl t ms lhcm on. At » : tal A I
nd their money on what il ther hand, an educator might bemoan t,,,
crsandSPf illicit drugs and booze. On the 0 . life driven to buy objects of no Intrins;,
donot gointo IR dividuals,so ealyin lfe jous merit of keeping ,
these young, yet unformed individu: so quickly the dubious merit o eeping y
: social merit, learn handising.
educational, cultural or . fads, promoted by mass mercha g
with the Joneses in cwr-c'hﬂnsms rdpof money, and the youth status symbols it by,
Many teens find the instant mwacalculus courses, European history or foreign Jap.

much more alluring than credits in in school — and certainly homework
; rather skip schoo .
guages. No wonder quite a few would rk these days is not provig,

A Bu King. Thus, most teen wWo 3 not
?nd;r:;e;i::ﬁn'::m:: cghi?ci: fosters escape from school and responsibilities, quic
ing 3

gratification and a short cut to the consumeristic aspects of adult life.

Thus, parents should look at teen employment not as automatically educational. It is 4
activity — like sports — that can be turned into an educational opportunity. But it can i,

easily be abused. Youngsters must learn to balance the quest for income with the needs to keep
growing and pursue other endeavors that do not pay off instantly — above all education.

Go back to school.

MAKING CONNECTIONS: JOB SKILLS

Si?yoxmnotswm?hm fa:;l'fOOd )<l>bs do not qualifyas. meaningful work experience becaus
“entreprencurshi 4 81??&? tl}e skills and hal?lts they will need for fulfilling careers
With two or glm soeth- lﬁllne, self “Supervision and self-scheduling” (par.6).
and after.sdlooljobs' .er stu el?ts. dlSCllss What you have leamed from your summe!
held. If you haye nemBzgle]g by taking turns briefly describing the various i bs you havw
Y | . a’ohd“cﬁbeothe e 8 : .:.mousm Sy
| " significant activities you have partic

* Then, together consider the following questo™

* Why do you think these e
skills and habits are g

‘ Ire woy 1 learning? think oth¢
and why you think so, i"orth le: g? If you

| ,E!;P‘omh explain what they
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What does it matter YOou spend 2

20 mi
: W it? What “skill” b, nutes to le; [ ;
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or carpenter tools in the olden day. Or to prog 2 from learning to work with a lathe
)studv bv A v ‘ am computers i . "IN age

A 1980 study by A, v Harrell ang P.W. Wirt, f n‘ :'“r]“ Pt i
Bt ound that,

WII‘IIL' in school, their ¢
) did not work, This is
nding th

Itis a l()ng w

worked at least 25 hours per week

later was half of that of seniors whe

be seen, though, together with the f; an impressive statistic. It must
fast-food chains drop out of high school anda;: o bcsi" as part-time employees in

Some say that while thege jobs are rath e SOFJbch up in the world of low-skill jobs.
class youngsters, they are “ideal” for lo;.vercr-lfmslf.“ed for college-bound, white, middle-

Indeed, minorities are “over- represented” ir:t :55’ non-academic,” minority youngsters.

ees). While it is true that these place | ese jobs (21 percent of fast-food employ-
*¢ Places provide income, work and even some training to
such youngsters, they also tend to er - T s
Perpetuate their dlsadvantagcd status. They provide no
career ladders, few marketable skill i : YP
h ity e often | % and undermine school attendance and involvement.

> ¢ olten long. Among those 1410 17, 5 third of fast-food employees (includ-

ing some school dropouts) labor more than 30 h ¢
dv. Onl ; =1 hours per week, according to the Charper-
Fraser study. Only 20 percent work 15 hours or less. The rest: between 15 and 30 hours.

13 Often the stores close late, and after closing one must clean up and tally up. In
affluent _MO"'SO'.“‘"Y County, Md., where child labor would not seem to be a widespread
economic necessity, 24 percent of the seniors at one high school in 1985 worked as much
as five to - d:'ays a week; 27 percent, three to five. There is just no way such amounts
of work will not interfere with school work, especially homework. In an informal survey
published in the most recent yearbook of the high school, 58 percent of seniors acknowl-
edged that their jobs interfere with their school work.

14 The Charper-Fraser study sees merit in learning teamwork and working under
supervision. The authors have a point here. However, it must be noted that such learning
is not automatically educational or wholesome. For example, much of the supervision in
fast-food places leans toward teaching one the wrong kinds of compliance: blind obedi-
ence, or shared alienation with the “boss.”

15 Supervision is often both tight and woefully inappropriate. Today, fast-food chains

- and other such places of work (record shops, bowling alleys) keep costs down by having
teens supervise teens with often no adult on the premises. .

ol There is no father or mother figure with which to identify, to emulate, to provide a role

model and guidance. The work-culture varies from one place to another: Sometimes it is a

tightly run shop (must keep the cash registers ringing); sometimes a rather loose pot party

interrupted by customers. However, only rarely is there a master to learn from, or much
: ing places where solid adult work values are being trans-
worth learning. Indeed, far from being : :

mitted, these are places where all too often delinquent teen values dominate. Typically, when

S . for Baskin Robbins in upper Manhattan, his fellow
my son Oren was dishing out ice cream i hirself to the Sl Most
teen-workers considered him a sucker for not helping himse : TeaasEes

“pay” on their last day on the job.

et they were entitled to $50 sever “vorkeworkd that is mist AIERIE (0 eanlt=

The pay, oddly, is the part of the teen

ate. The lemonade stand or paper route money

among those students who
inemployment rate four years
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not mean the flat patties and the white-f),,,

McDonald s is bad for your kids. 1 doundcmu m‘ss_Producing these choice item,
buns; | refer to the jobs teen- ayﬁh@ -hool juniors and seniors now hold doy,

As many as two-thirds orm,:,‘a Many of these are in fast-food chains,
part-time paying jobs, according 0 PP g qymbol.

which McDonald’s is the Pnone'c“r.ﬂsht out of the Founding Fathers’ educational many,
At first, such ;ob::l;)’ o . work-ethic-driven, productive youngsters. But in faq
for how to bring up self-reliant, tance and involvement, impart few skills that will 1,

dermi hool a
:nh:ﬁtxl’?nbsh‘:: life l::::dscsnmul skew the values of teen-agers — especially their
ideas about the worth of a dollar.
l cas" ha: bee:: a longstanding American tradition that youngsters ought to get paying

jobs. In folklore, few pursuits are more deeply revered than the newspaper route and the

sidewalk lemonade stand. Here the youngsters are to learn how sweet are the fruits of
labor and self-discipline (papers are delivered early in the morning, rain or shine), and

thewaysofmde(nfyoupdoeyomlemomdemohlghortoolow )
Roy Rogers, Baskin Robbins, Kentucky Fried Chicken, et al. may at first seem nothing
but a vast extension of thelemonndeﬂnd.'l‘hqpmndemy large numbers of teen jobs,

~ provide regular employment, paqutewbllcomrured to many other teen jobs and, in the
.’ modcrnequnvalmtofbﬂlngmahotmwbn?uumma

WWMM&MW of job highly uneducational
in several ways. Far from providing opportunities for entrepreneurship (the lemonade
- stand) or self-d:saplmc, ldf-supervugn, ldf-&hedulmg (the paper route), most

teen jobs these da ghly st > at socia i‘ ts call “highly routinized”

yourself over to the hamburger

Sl
o 8 lmes, not tomorrow
- There are very fe

Charper and Bryan

mponsetoquestno ’ .\_
md. _-.:‘ e

: \‘ e ‘w’% w‘ﬁ\
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Kutner, Lawrence. “Athletics through a Chilg's Eves.” New York T
23 Mar. 1989, late ed.: (8} . EW York Times
+ A8, LexisNexss. Web. 15 May 2011

schmitt, Enc. “Psychologists Take Seat on Little
S League Bench.” New Yort

Tosches, Rich. “Peewee Football: Is 1 Time to Blow the Whistie>” Los
Angeles Times 3 Dec. 1988: A1+, LexisNexis. Web. 22 May 2011

“What about My Child>" Little League Ontine. Little League Baseball,
Incorporated, 1999. Web. 30 May 2011,

*Your Role as a Little League Parent.” Little League Ontine. Little
League Baseball, Incorporated, 1999. Web. 30 May 2011.

CONSIDERING TOPICS FOR YOUR OWN ESSAY

List some issues that involwwhatyoubelimtobeunfairmunmtofanygmup.l’or

mmple.shouldalawbepascdtomke&nglishtheofﬁddhn@ngeinlhiscmmu‘y,

requiring that election ballots and drivers’ tests be printed only in English? Should

teenagers be required to get their parents’ permission to obtain birth-control informa-
tion and contraception? What is affirmative action, and should it be used in college
admissions for underrepresented groups? Should schools create and enforce guidelines
to protect individuals from bullying and discrimination? Should everyone, regardless
of their sexual orientation, be allowed to marry?




Ace Statsky's sources
adequate to support her
position, in number and
kind? Has she docu-
mented them clearty and

accurately?

n emphasis. In 1988
vary pOFS = m( who had attended the Adelphi wor

by G from Six- to ¢ight~year-olds' games :

(schmitt). An innovative children’s sports .

City Sports for Kids, emphasizes fitness, o
" p. In this pwglam's basketball games, «

VBr
)

|east two of six e
rather than ten feet, and ,

ght-minute periods
at s
member on a team plays
pasket is seven feet from the floor,
The ‘st by hitting the rim (Bloch). I believe tp;,
should replace overly competitive programs iy
ttle League Baseball. As one coach explaing,

nts can result from a few simple rule changes,

player in the patting order and giving every

player, regardless of age or ability, the opportunity to play at least

four innings a game (Frank).

Authorities have clearly documented the excesses and danger,
orts programs for children. It would seem

of many competitive Sp
that few children benefit from these programs and that those who

do would benefit even more from programs emphasizing fitness,
cooperation, sportsmanship, and individual performance. Thirteen.
and fourteen-year-olds may be eager for competition, but few

- younger children are. These younger children deserve sports pro-

- grams designed specifically for their needs and abilities.

| R . e

“The Bad News Pyromaniacs?” Editorial. Los Angeles Times 16 June

1990: 86, Lot Weh. 16 May 2011
ordon 8. ctory Is Secondary to Fun.” New York
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W in living out their own fantasies than
q“lmy of the experience for children (Smith,

Recent newspaper articles on children’s sports contain plenty of hor- ating her readers. How
ror stories. Los Angeles Times reporter Rich Tosches, for example, tells effective is this part of
the story of a brawl among seventy-five parents following a Peewee
football game (A33). As a result of the brawl, which began when a
parent from one team confronted a player from the other team, the

R teams are now thinking of hiring security quards for future games.

Another example is provided by a Los Angeles Times editorial about a
Little League manager who intimidated the opposing team by setting
fire to one of their team’s jerseys on the pitcher's mound before the
game began. As the editorial writer commented, the manager showed
~ his young team that “intimidation could substitute for playing well”
~ (“The Bad News"). o

¢ 3 Although not all parents or coaches behave so inappropriately, i A

~ the seriousness of the problem is illustrated by the fact that Adelphi |

~ University in Garden City, New York, offers a sports psychology ‘!

! 'uhhop for Little League coaches, designed to balance their “ani- '.

mal instincts” with “educational theory” in hopes of reducing the

N enhancing the N CticzINg SOMme par
" behavior In pars.
Smith, and Smoll 9). -

and hollering,” in the words of Harold \Msmln.mnnu
sixteen Little Leagues in New York City (Schmitt). In a'llme-

; R W L TS T Y i 7 w2 L T TR
:  and-one-half-hour Sunday morning workshop, coaches learn how

s

3 = ;r.’.-:g E ; . s N ';?f" i '---'u ':‘-4‘ a '_

e o, s, ded i e s, o
ve to their youn rs, emotio
g sague is credit
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READINGS

g fun, L

hould D€ havi®
o the fun, too many adulys |
* Wie

most important goal

d mak
ildren are asked whethe,

90 percent choose the (aty,,

ith, Smith, and SO ="
(Smit pe an inevitable part of adult life, b, they
4

o W and ‘may ¥
hould not be part of childhood. Too much competition too early in i,
u . .
‘ affect a child’s development. Children are easily influenced, ang
their competence and worth are based on thej,

nts’ and coaches’ high expectations — -
on their ability to win — they can become discouraged and depresseq,
nts to “keep winning in perspective” (“Your

Little League advises pare
Role"), noting that the most common reasons children give for Quitting

aside from change in interest, are lack of playing time, failure and fea
of failure, disapproval by significant others, and psychological stress
(“What about My Child?"). According to Dr. Glyn C. Roberts, a professor
of kinesiology at the Institute of Child Behavior and Development at the

University of Illinois, 80 to 90 percent of children who play competitive
sports at a young age drop out by sixteen (Kutner).
How e B This statitic ilustrates another reason 1 0ppose competitive
think Statsky's argu- ‘ —_—
ment in par. 7 is? Why? PRSI ' hey are so highly selective, very few chil
den gt to paricipte dren ar s
| Far too soon, a few children are singled out
| :‘;‘;’:" ‘U'WC promise, while many others, who may be on the verge
| loping the necessary strength and ability, are screened out and
mdkﬁosounged ::’"' trying out again. Like adults, children fear failure,
even i
B s ose with good physical skills may stay away because
- Pl m."ﬁmﬂ '\'”“d"m‘ Consequently, teams lose many promising
b _"F*f?"memenband experience might have k
tars. The problem is that many parent
B R i parent-sponsored, out-of-

can
when they sense that
ability to live up to their pare
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fessor at San Jose State University and coauthor of the book Winni
Is Everything and Other American Myths, writes: e

I am strongly o k
e dgi:“:poscfd t0 young kids playing tackle football. It is Why do you think she
; . ge o development for them to be taught to crash uses block quotations
into other kids. Kids under th instead of integrating

€ age of fourteen are not by nature these quotes into her

ical. Thei i :
physical. Their main concern is self-preservation. They don't want O

s on and slam into each other. But tackle football
absolutel;r réqunes that they try to hit each other as hard as they
can. And it is too traumatic for young kids. (qtd. in Tosches A1)

As Tutko indicates, even when children are not injured, fear
of being hurt detracts from their enjoyment of the sport. THe
Little League Web site ranks fear of injury as the seventh of seven
reasons children quit (“What about My Child?"). One mother of an
eight-year-old Peewee Football player explained, “The kids get so
scared. They get hit once and they don't want anything to do with
football anymore. They'll sit on the bench and pretend their leg
hurts . . .” (qtd. in Tosches A1). Some children are driven to even
more desperate measures. For example, in one Peewee Football
game, a reporter watched the following scene as a player took him-
self out of the game:
“Coach, my tummy hurts. I can't play,” he said. The coach told
the player to get back onto the field.*There’s nothing wrong
with your stomach,” he said. When the coach turned his head
the seven-year-old stuck a finger down his throat and made him-
self vomit. When the coach turned back, the boy pointed to the
ground and told him, “Yes there is, coach. See?” (Tosches A33)
Besides physical hazards and anxieties, competitive sports pose
psychological dangers for children. Martin Rablovsky, a former sport;
editor for the New York Times, says that in all his years of watch-
ing young children play organized sports, he has noticed very few
of them smiling. “I've seen children enjoying a spontaneous pre-
practice scrimmage become somber and serious when the coach’s
whistle blows,” Rablovsky says. “The spirit of play suddenly disap-
pears, and sport becomes joblike” (qtd. in Coakley 94). The primary
~ goal of a professional athlete — winning — is not appropriate for

————— et
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166 CHA

ren Need to Play, Not Compete
Jessica Statsky

des, m‘w sports for childre

increased dramatically in the United States. And though many
regard Little League Baseball and Peewee fFootball as a basic |

childhood, the games are not always joyous ones. When overze,
adult standards on children’s sport

Mﬂm are neither satisfying nor benefici,

o qualt - Iam concerned about all organized sports activities
P i 1| dren between the ages of six and twelve. The damage I see re,
from noncontact as well as contact sports, from sports organize
locally as well as those organized nationally. Highly organized con
jtz petitive sports cuch as Peewee Football and Little League Basebal
5 . :ln too often played to adult standards, which are developmentally
for children and can be both physically and psychol,
% ly Rarmfull Furthermore, because they eliminate many childre: ?
‘JO ‘organized sports before they are ready to compete, they are
,,qqunurproductive for developing either future players or
v, because they emphasize competition and winning,. the

Child

Over the past three deca

=

f()f {

” d Koppett in Sports Illusion.

Sl old t'W\g to throw a curve bal

‘ “W‘Oping arm and shoulder
g it llries (294). Contact spo™®
nas Tutko, a psycholod!

T ————
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READING

(i €ssay 2 5.
”,“_: By [5 arguing a position, ask yourself what
& For example, does the writer seem to

paders’ minds?

afirm readers’ opinions?

)-ﬁ J

.:Htl.',.“ derSWithr < Vi

PP €asons and evidence to support the writer’s position?

onvince readers to look at the issue in a new way?

rove readers to take action?

t ".‘.,, sh common ground on which people might be able to agree?

in readers’ respect for a different point of view?

s you read, also try to guess what the writer assumes about the audience. For
e, does the writer assume readers will

only ".’1 dly interested or know little about the issue?
_« l’y about the issue and have strong convictions?
e or be skeptical of the writer’s position?
e their own position on the issue?
S _iis‘objections to the writer’s argument?

w
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I m 2, D]SCUSS what YOU learn: ‘
| T SRV INaking ary .
; gial ISSU€. o Aiglment for your position on a controver-
s How did knowing wheth
=1 YO wers addraccins
affect which reasons YOou used and 1 1e55Ing administrators, parents, or students
= and how vou nre . 2
8udlence to flCC(‘[)’_ YOUr reasn , YUU presented them? "'».,y. did you expect your
I easons’ Sj84) e il WAL Y A TAMCN vl
# To set up a debate, we asked
* GSREd you to think in vre
? Hink in pro/con terms, but there are usually more

than two points of vie
points of view on MOSt controvers

ests do you think are most important ¢ Slal 1ssues. What values, priorities, or inter-
; . ant to your audj B W ) )
What is most important to yoy? 7Our audience when they think about this issue?

Reading Essays Arguing a Position

Basic Features 2000

f“ you read essays in this chapter arguing a position, you will see how different authors
incorporate the basic features of the genre.

@ A Well-Presented Issue

Read first to see how the writer presents the issue. Is the issue controversial and clearly
arguable — a matter on which people can reasonably disagree — or is the issue not
arguable because opinions are based on belief, faith, or personal taste?

Writers may also use a variety of strategies to present the issue. Their choice
of strategies depends in part on what they assume readers already know and what
they want readers to think about the issue. For current, hotly debated issues, the
title may be enough to identify the issue, but for less well-known issues, the writer
may need to establish that the issue exists and is serious enough to deserve readers’
attention. To inform readers about the issue’s seriousness and to arouse readers’

concern, writers may

- give examples or statistics that show how many people are affected by the issue and

how they are affected;
© use scenarios or anecdotes th
their concern; or
* quote authorities or rese

at resonate with readers’ own experiences and raise

arch studies to show that the issue deserves attention.

: ; issue is objective. Writers almost
iter’s presentation of the issue is objective. Wt
Do not assume that the writer b way that promotes their position, usually

or frame the issue in a :
always try to define Jr ‘orities, and interests that are important to the reader. So as

by emphasizing values, pri : < S R ey
g ttentive to how the writers frame the issues,
you read essays in this chapter, be 3 e R T

consider how this framing affects your resp

L |



162 CMAPTER 5: ARGUING A POSITION

[‘)\'crsidl ISSUES have no o
s WM l.AnH, )

As you can see from these examples, many controV:
right answer, so simply gathering information — finding the &
experts — will not settle disagreements about them. Howeven, 1t 18 |

accept or reject & pdl‘uusl.u position
‘o5 has practi(dl advAnTAges N collog
}in the workpla

reasoned argument to convince others t©
lmmmﬂmwchandmgumemstrategm practics
where we often are judged by our ability to cm.wu\cu\gl)\ an |
where we may want to take a stand on issues concerning \mrkm‘g: conditions, enviiy
mental impact, or pay and promotional policies. Furthc.rmo‘m as citizens in a
we have a special duty to inform ourselves about pressing issues and 1o partivipate vy,
structively in the public debate. Therefore, learning t© make reasoned ATEUMEnts i it
luxury; it is a necessity if our form of government is 1O survive and llpm "“f
d essays arguing about children’s sporiy, fay

In the following section, you will rea .
f the rising generation (yourself and your peers). They
ly use when composing arguments. Ty

food jobs, and the habits o
ings illustrate the strategies writers typical
Guide to Writing that follows will support you as YOU COMPOS® YOUF OWI arguineiy
ways to use the basic features of the genre 10 present YOur issue, state you
position, offer plausible reasons and support, and make counterarguments

sassibe thia
. \".ll

AN Wy

A Collaborative Activity:
Practice Arguing a Position
complexities and possibilities involved in arguing a position, yet togethe

To get a sense of the
with two or three other students, and discuss an issue you have strong feelings about Hewe aie
some guidelines to follow:
Part 1.
* As a group, choose one issue from ‘
you all know about: the following list, or think of a different college e

s Should admission to college
s Should there be a wcum nunit be based solely on high school me‘W\\\ average’
s Should coll students m“m‘n‘ for M“‘um NN\\ oullege )
- ege be required to take courses outside their major
Should the federal government subsidize everyone major?
* Should sororities and fraternities be banned from e S SAa!
* Should drinking alcohol on college campuses be college campuses?
* Should college students living in residence htlh:mw
* Should college athletes be paid? allowed 10 have pots?

* Decide which audience you ar
| e trying to convince
issue — college administrators, your parents, or mﬂ YOUr position on this partivuia
« Divide + 0 YOUL fallow st
mxiv:de mnto tu.ro teams — pro (those in !“or) L M‘l\
utes to think of reasons why your audience shoul tl 1088 OPRORB) -~ and take & (%
AcCept your position

® Take turns presenting
your argument. You ma
phone alarm or countdown timer. ¥ hiave only a fow minutes each, = ' *
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Arguing a Position

' g, ale arg ;
You may assoOcia sument with qua
- drre y . 3
hear so often on radio and :(.h.\ml reling on with the In-your-face exchanges we
oS K’uplc vent \(H)llg 'l'l‘lln - d thuugh this kind of “ar ument”
ll ‘ 8S, 1t Se . , x ‘
of \-ms: or to reflect on their own thinkin s |\h' ¢ e consider seriously other puu'ns
kind of argument that depends on givir 8- This chapter presents a more deliberative
E , 4 - . . :
QOur culture is not entirely Lo llh ;tdsum rather than raising voices.
are probably quite familjar with at I(. 2 rc‘.m""d. argument, however. In fact, you
editorials to formal debates 1 cour(ert — “f"ls many forms, from newspaper
can be found in brochures, wep, site .():;m | mmations. Other examples of argument
While such arguments t),pi“"tb. Iouuncn_tancs, and advertisements,
lay a significant role “Hy rely on written or spoken language, visuals can
also play 8 antrole. As an €xample, consider the blic servic .
PSA) reproduced here Using a <; g €r the public service announcement
( Bl cffccliv*. ga blnglc Image and relatively few words, the PSA makes
a.surpthe riS ;)" Condit? et f'.\"cn a couple of beers can be a recipe for disaster,
g“fn f ﬁ“ d hl(‘ms.~ o d‘"! 1 _drmk and drive. The serene visual, the familiar
recipe forn i 3n It € use of realistic language expressing a seemingly moderate
pe rsp«i’d“'e : lt . (lzn ;’, another a beer s “just a few”) reach out to average adults, who
likely do not think of themselves as reckless or irresponsible, and remind them that
it'can’be a short step from an ordinary evening relaxing with coworkers to a cata-
strophic accident.
In this chapter, we ask you to COmpose an argument on a topic of your choos-
ing. As you compose your argument, you should consider whether the use of visuals
or multimedia would help your readers more immediately or more fully grasp your

position.

Reading and Writing Arguments

Like the writers in the chapter-opening scenarios — the college student supporting the
Employee Free Choice Act, the parents arguing in favor of the Peacemakers program,
and the financial industry executive defending AIG bonuses — writers who advocate
controversial positions know that they will have a better chanfe of convincing others if
they present the issue and their positions clearly, offer plausible reasons and support
for their positions, and acknowledge other points of view. L :
Controversial issues often provoke strong feelings. Perhaps criticisms are being
leveled against a widely accepted practice, like allowing co!lege athletes to register
for courses before all other students to accoqlmodate practice and.travel sch.edul_es,
or maybe someone is proposing a radical divergence from established policy, like
the U.S. government’s use of torture to get information froqm prisoners. People
may agree about goals but disagree about the best way to achieve g‘e‘:» bals in thﬁ
perennial debate over how to make a public college cdugt‘:':ln a ordabef. t? e
qualified students, or they may disagree about fundamen ues and beliefs, as

in the debate over granting citizenship to immigrants who have entered the United
States illegally.



The “It's Only Another Beer”
Black and Tan

8 oz. pilsner lager

8 oz. stout lager

1 frosty mug

1 icy road

1 pick-up truck

1 10-hour day

1 tired worker

A few rounds with the guys

Mix ingredients.
Add 1 totalled vehicle.

Never underestimate ‘just a few.
Buzzed driving is drunk driving



IN THE CQMMUNITY In a letter to the school board, a group of
parents writes a petition in favor of a proposal to.lnstitute a
Peacemakers program at the local middle school. They begin with
anecdotal reports of bullying at the school to underscore the need
- & for action. They emphasize that the program’s primary goal —
teaching children not to avoid conflict but to manage conflict constructively — is one all

WRE——

parents could endorse, and they argue that those who oppose the program misunderstand
it. They demonstr: rents’ misunderstanding of the program's methods — for example,
the ideas that stu nust keep their hands clasped behind their backs when walking
down the halls a tudents cannot play contact sports like basketball and football. To
clarify the Peace: - actual methods, they briefly describe the negotiation procedure
children are taugh * involves articulating what they want, listening to what others want,
and cooperatively inventing ways of resolving the conflict. They conclude by claiming that

learning negotiation skills like these will help children throughout their lives.

IN THE WORKPLACE An executive in the financial industry
defends American International Group (AIG) on a blog for paying
out $165 million in bonuses after the company was saved from
bankruptcy by taxpayers. The executive begins by acknowledging the
B e justifiable public indignation. Nevertheless, he argues that AIG had
no choice but to honor the bonus contracts. He claims that efforts by me_goyemmt to
void the contracts would set @ dangerous precedent. He cpncludes by reminding his m‘f‘
ers of what he assumes is a shared value: Not getting paid for work already performed is

~ Un-American. hundred responses, most of which
k. ; i entry provokes nearly two hu ;
3 To hl:-‘z” ist:r:?:ze?:n 10(9)f th;ybo" uses, arguing that incompetence and greed should

not be federally subsidized-




