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Some Basic Guidelines for Reflecting on Volunteer Service

Your service learning journal must (A) detail each hour of your experience and (B)
reflect on your experience in light of what we have discussed in the course.

You have a considerable amount of room to find a way to do both of these parts of the
Major Project in your own way, but there are some guidelines you can follow in order
to do them more adequately.

(A) First, I need full information on your service learning experience. Where are you
volunteering? What kind of service do they provide to the community? Why do they
need volunteers to do the sort of thing you did for them?

Second, I need to know precisely what you did for your service learning. You are
required to engage in volunteer service for at least six hours; to give you credit for that
six hours I need to know precisely how you spent them. In general you should not
count travel time unless your volunteer service itself involved it (e.g., delivery for a
food bank or the like). If you have any questions on this, please ask me (as soon as
possible). Detail, point by point what you did, and why they needed you to do it. Did
you do only one thing? Let me know (and let me know why it took up the whole time).
Did you do many things? Let me know each one, and why you had to do them all.

(B) The purpose of the service learning is to be a way in which this course can help
you build a deeper understanding of ethics. So did you learn anything about ethics
from your service learning? Anything about its difficulty? About the best way to live an
ethical life? About your community? What did you learn from the service itself?

Also, all of the major approaches that we are considering -- deontology (like Kant),
utilitarianism (like Mill), virtue ethics (like Aristotle and Aquinas) -- have things to say
that might be relevant to your experience. Does one of them shed more light on your
experience than the other two? If so, why? Do you have difficulty seeing how any of
them are relevant to your service learning experience? If so, what do they seem to be
missing? You can ask yourself any number of questions in order to reflect on your
experience, so think through your experience on your own, and come up with your
own questions.

You should keep in mind that all of the above guidelines are exactly that: merely
guidelines. The best form of reflection will be one that grows naturally and easily out
of the experience itself. Each type of experience will raise different kinds of questions
about ethics, and each type of experience can be analyzed in different ways in light of
the concepts and ideas we are covering in this course, so you should work to find the
approach to reflection that most naturally fits the form of service learning you have
chosen.




