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On 16™ September a navy yard staff member by the name Aaron Alexis killed 12

mnocent people in the workplace with a gun in the nation’s capital. This news hit the headhnes
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been happening almost every month but et'has come aimere this has to be stopped through

enacting strict laws that will limit the possession of guns in the workplace. Many Americans

have lost their loved onesbboth old and young chﬁien«through gun related violence. Laws will

‘people that should be allowed to hold guns in
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have to be enacted now to actually define't

public and these who should be hmlted h-ke f.hose enes who have been taken to courtfon gun
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related cases. I don’t think there is any one happy with this Vrcehext tlme it could be you falling

preyﬁaﬁd,tt has to be debated now and solutlon brought forth eohtroilmg Ishe?ms
acquisition and possesswm We have become desensitized on the gun control debate not with
regard to the victims of the massacres but with regard to Amencans*mlm"/ f energy to believe that

there can be any solution to gwpe_esmo}
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Some however thrnks that gun control eannot m solutron to thrs problem argurng from
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the perspective thatOdesplte gun shops being illegal in some mgs:hke Chlcago people still die
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from gun related violence. But te:me gun control will contribute largely to a reduced number of -
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incidences en=gun murder,
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Politicians and the concerned authorltxes kke the police should start walking the talk

towards reducing the vice rather than engaging themselves in mere rhetoric®. The people who

commit these crimes should be looked at themselyes rather than focusing too much on the gun

el s
itself. The guns do kill,but it is the person who pulls the trigger. Alexis legally ie\am@[!a' :gun despite
G GE) 4
records showing that he ha(ii history for violence he was arrested on two separate occasions for

rage-fuelled incidents in which he apparently fired his weapon in anger— but escaped jail on both
occasions. He was referred to the Seattle Municipal Court but records do not show any
conviction. Alexis was also booked by police in Fort Worth Texas over an incident on September

4 201 0, Iocal authorities again dechned to press charges, leavmg him without a criminal record.
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Before a license is given for one to Iwida gun the history for ﬂie person ought to be Iooked at

first. Having a clean record should only be one step towards being granted a permit to h@ld }5
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There also should be no freee"emrgam to public places hke mo'\jrle theatres, w1th agun )and only a

security officer should be the-gmby-eme allowed to brmg order in sucha places There isa

] A
problem with the _g_:onstitutional%e second emendment because it states that “a well-regulated

militia, being necessary for the securlty ofa free state, the right of the people to keep and bear
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arms shall not be infringed?’y Ho'is a mlhtla and how should it be regulated‘ The second
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amendment was also written at tlmeﬁ when individuals did not have access to sophisticated

weapons and that is enough reason to re«wew it again because time keeps changing (Andrew, T

.'1fr

Dav1d,;\ Brannon 43).

People-should not wait for }i-gg_i_dena!:j 0 happen sesthatthey start thinking of what to do a5

they-debate because nobody knows who will be the next vietirr@it could be you. Individuals
A
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should riessamd put pressure on ‘ﬁleaders to dweme&hm@ enact laws that will regulate gun

j{} s ,un ﬁ"y
ownership. What we often seed is the president speaking out on o wake of assacre and o

politicians will be passmg condolences to the bereaved farmlles and net expressing outrage%nd_
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'taf}lﬂﬂg ggeut gun control Sometlmes those who express stronger views on gun control

;‘
sometimes are thrown out of ofﬁces lﬁe Pohce Chief Mark Kessler (Andrew, Dav1d Brannon

44), o H el

por -by@seeﬁnn of IAmencans f@r:ihe-cmWe congress will do nothing
about it. Americans often respond swiftly and emotlonally to incidence of gun crimes then forget
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it very fast and move on with life until the next sireamed from the screens forgetting the fact that
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they could be the next victims J&%ccordmg to New York mayor Bloombcrggun
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expected to exceed traffic fatalities by 2015. %le death as a result of shooting are at an alarming
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rat&Wasmngton lﬁs 106 homicides with ﬁrearms there in 2012 ‘while 1,304 took place in
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California. According to the survey conducted by slate ,and the tw1ttcr feed as of today, an
P gie U, Jool STofe’s
estimated 28,676 people have died from the gun’ in us since the Newton shootmgxat elementary

school. The only thing protecting people from bad guyc\mth a glm is not a good guy with a gun —%
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since they were also once good guys&i thc only probiem Vms te*»:be W1th a gun.

Some Americans @d accept that gun violence has become part of American life and there
is nothing that can be done to impose stronger regulations. There is alsgf’\inability by theicongress
to pass regulations on gun control. Politicians should walk the talk and enact regulations to

/\

control te guns. Gun control cannot be 100 percent solution to the problem but the murderers

- have to be understood and their motwe ’behlnd the shootlng Once that is known people with

similar traits and motives can be prevented from hfaidmg guns. Some cities that have banned gun
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shops still witness gun related murders. And therefore ~gun control cannot be the sole solutloibbut
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researching deeper w kno motives, and  characters Wrth the same motives can be prevented from

possessing guns. Fhe! mcrdents%f gun Vlolencglare different and addressing form one point of
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view is actually rmssmg the wider picture. Some Iegally own the gun/sabut have motives af ,

h@mmgmdﬂmdw&rs.aﬁd such people should be dﬁ@posed of thelr guns (Andrew, Dav1d B‘) annon

45).

Factors leading to gun violence should be addressedjsuch as poverty, mental 1Hne§&and
failing schools. It is time not to discuss gun controbbut ﬂ?&@fﬂﬁe mental illness, healﬂyand its

impact on services. Public debates and attacks on the National Rifle Association have proven * 7“ ’” r )
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ineffective wz;)fjftjo tackle gun violence. Guysgpraymgihﬁ?mﬁes majority of them are not
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members of NRA and. therefore constantly attackmg thern is not the right path to @ (Andrew

David, Brannon 45) PeopIe should not be allowed i 111 to pubhc places with guns . Fhe restaurants

owners should E)r example not allow people in to the restaurants with guns. They should have

security personnel at the entry point to search and cllsp(1»§5es5 any individual entering imside of their
CTRiAIE

guns, aﬁd can collectc&ﬁm when exiting. People entering movie theatres with guns should be a

thing of the past and security officers should sea;rch every individual before entering (Ferrall
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162). By sec%rlty ofﬁcers searehmg and ensurmg no one enters cinema halls with a gun ﬂmzt-he

individuals V&ﬂm’e-he bringing ﬂm ﬁom home. Schools territories should also be out of
bounee’for any person possessing a fﬂﬂ Mental illness should be better address%y giving the
w‘;eﬁms. enough care and counseling until they are free from such illness. In public places

therefore it is only the police who should be allowed to hold guns (Ferrall 162).

Poverty should also be addressed. A very poor man will be frustrated and feel that he/she

has nothing to lose in life if he/she commits such atrocities. Frustration andfieep sense of
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dlsrespect @ oneself often tnggef’ such massacres. One feels that the world is unfair testhem and

\. \bccoJe)Jealous mh those who have everything bystheir side (Smith and Ross 98). Ban on the
possession of magazines capable of holding more than ten rounds should be introduced.
Currcntl); Tens of thousands of law enforcement officers across the country currently possess

these common, standard-capacity magazines when they are off duty for self-defense, Sporpﬁnd
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other lawful purposes. Laws have to be put in place that will force active police officers to

surrender their privately-owned magazines—or face criminal liability.
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The second amendment should bc relooked at because smcc ‘then many changes have

occurred in our soc1eﬂZs 1nclud1ng individuals having access to& more soplnstlcated Change mn
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"sot-:leues is inevitable and it should also be so with the laws (Ferrall 162). The law should not be
so rigid. The second aAmendment éaw that "A well regulated militia being necessary to the
security of a free State, the right of the people to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed."

James Madison and the Founders of this nation would be enraged to see the Second Amendment

being used to put guns in the hands of the Tucson shooter and so many others like him. The right < -7,

to bear arms is granted only in the context of a well-regulated militia and thus the security of a
free state. This imbalance clearly threatens "the security of a free state." The Second Amendment
says access to these weapons must be strictly regulated. As a free and lawful people, we have the
legal duty to end this unconstitutional madness. Make no mistake: this murder and mayhem has
been made possible by the claim to a Constitutional right that is not there. The Bill of Rights is
the law of the land, clearly stated. Guarantees of religion, speech, assembly, the press, freedom
from torture and so much more are natural rights, inherent to the human condition (Smith and

Ross 98). But the right to bear arms is granted only in the context of a well-regulated militia and 2
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thus the security of a free state. A National Guard, yes. Heavily-armed lunatics roaming the

streets unregulated... never!
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