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ERTH/GEOG 1060 


Assignment 2 


 
There are three objectives of this homework assignment.  The first is to have you use 


peer-reviewed scientific literature.  If you are unfamiliar with such literature, you may 


initially find it to be awkward or difficult; the writing style may be significantly different 


than other writing styles you have encountered or use.  A second goal is to provide you 


with an opportunity to develop your understanding of a specific natural hazard that 


affects Canadians, beyond what is possible in a lecture. The third goal of this homework 


is to provide you with an opportunity to communicate your answers in writing, instead of 


through short answer pop quizzes or multiple choice tests. 


 


There is another set of instructions on BbLearn called Assignment 2 – x (where x is a 


letter from a to m) which you must read.  It contains the name of the journal article which 


you are assigned and the list of questions that you must answer. 


 


1.  Most of the journal articles we have selected are not deeply technical and do not 


contain excessive jargon.  The articles have been written for educated readers with 


limited geological backgrounds.  In most cases the targeted audience will be scientists in 


other fields related to natural hazards, economists, policy makers, health professionals, 


and engineers and managers of various infrastructure.  We expect you to critically read 


the assigned article.  You should attempt to understand the main points of your paper, 


consulting other information (from the web, your text, or other publications) as needed.  


Although you may not have the background to challenge the methodology of the authors, 


you can read critically. Question the validity of any implicit and explicit assumptions.  


Consider whether or not the authors have provided independent tests of their results and 


interpretations, and evaluate how well they convinced you of their conclusions.   


2.  You are expected to consult a specific publication that is cited by the author(s) of your 


assigned article or otherwise related to it.  All of these publications are available online.  


You may need to request help from the library.  Please plan ahead. 


3.  Plagiarism is not tolerated.  This means that you should identify the source of your 


material in a manner similar to the way that the assigned article has cited references 


within the text and then listed the complete references in alphabetical order at the end of 


the article.  AVOID quoting phrases or entire sentences.  Your answers should 


paraphrase--in your own words--what the author(s) have written.  We want YOUR 


opinion. Your answers will reflect your evaluation of the paper and not simply repeat 


what the authors have already written.  Copying from another student is also not 


accepted.  Any plagiarism in this course will result in a zero score for the homework, test, 


or quiz, and may result in failure from the class. 


 


You must list any sources in a reference list at the end of your answers.  This should 


include the original assigned article and the additional article referred to in the questions.  


The correct format for references is given in the course syllabus which is available on 


BbLearn. 


 








Compose your answers, listed and numbered by question as above, in a word processor.  


The preferred format is Microsoft Word, but we will also accept RTF format.  We cannot 


read most other formats; please do not submit them! 


 


The layout is up to you, but you should remember that the person marking your paper 


will be looking at many papers.  Attractiveness is a good idea.  Brevity is essential.  We 


expect most questions can be answered with a sentence or two; a few may need a couple 


of paragraphs.  You should put your name and the title of your article clearly at the 


top of the first page.  Please set your page size to LETTER (8.5 x 11 inches) 


 


Submit your word processor document through BbLearn at the Homework #2 page, 


available in the Homework Assignment Info section. 


 


In BbLearn, at the Content page,  


 Open the Homework Assignment Info folder (in the Content section on the 
home page).  The assignment instructions are shown under the Homework #2 


item and can be opened or downloaded there. 


 Click on your Homework #2 to open it.  There are 2 PDF files which you can 
download and print which contain the same instructions as above.  


 About halfway down the page, in the Assignment Submission section, you will 
see a button called Browse My Computer.  Click that.  Browse to your word 


processor document, select it and click Open.  Your file will be added to the 


Assignment Submission section.   


 Click the Submit button. 
 


DO NOT COPY AND PASTE (OR WRITE) YOUR ANSWERS INTO THE TEXT OR 


COMMENTS SECTIONS!  WE WON’T SEE THEM! 


 


Once you submit your assignment, you can resubmit it up until the due date.  We will 


only mark the last submission 


 


The assignment is due on or before 11:59 pm October 17
th


.  No late submissions will be 


accepted.   


 


If you have a problem, please email Charlie Walls at [email protected]. 
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