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Fontbonne University

English 120: Introduction to Literature—Midterm Exam
Fall 2013 Prof. Chris Fahrenthold

Section [—Poetry

Analyze three of the following five short poems, identifying the rhyme scheme and meter,
as well as any literary devices (figurative language, imagery, word play, etc.) that you find.

1.) He went to work on Tuesday night
And came back home on Wednesday morn;
His hair was always high and tight
And yellow as an ear of corn.

2.) If you want to be free then you want to be me,
I'm as free as a bee or a person can be.
While the dog or the dragon can bite, bark or hiss,
It's a question of asking just what we will miss.

3.) Caterpillars crawling
Oklahomans drawling
Little children bawling
All the way back home

4.) The world appears and disappears
And who am I to simply say
That's how it's been done all these years
But now let’s try a different way?

5.) Coming and going like runaway trains
Sweeping the cobwebs from sleeping old brains,
Natalie questioned more things than she solved,
Smiling and saying “we all are absolved”.




image2.jpeg
Section II—"“The Lottery”

Answer five of the following seven questions

1. Were you surprised by the ending of the story? If not, at what point did you know what
was going to happen? How does Jackson foreshadow the ending? Conversely, how does
Jackson lull us into thinking that this is just an ordinary story with an ordinary town?

2. In what way does the setting affect the story? Does it make you more or less likely to
anticipate the ending?

3. In what ways are the characters differentiated from one another? Looking back at the
story, can you see why Tessie Hutchinson is singled out as a "winner"?

4. This is a different sort of story when you read it for the second time. What elements
(such as Mrs. Hutchinson's attempt to have her daughter, Eva, draw with the family) take
on a different meaning the second time through?

5. Are there other symbols? Why is the "black box" battered, for example?

6. Describe the point of view of the story. How does the point of view affect what we know
about the situation? How does it preserve the story's suspense?

7. This story was published in 1948. Are there any cultural or historical events that Jackson
might be commenting on here? s this JUST a story about this particular time and place, or
is she trying to say something important about human nature?

Section 1lI—"A Rose for Emily”

Answer five of the following seven questions.

1. In the first paragraph of the story, we see that Faulkner uses a first person plural
narrator. Why do you think Faulkner prefers this? How does this affect your understanding
of the story?

2. Why is Miss Emily Grierson described as “a fallen monument”?

3. What could Miss Emily’s house represent? Comment on the narrator’s description of the
house in the first and the fifth paragraphs.

4. Comment on the following excerpt. “Alive, Miss Emily had been a tradition, a duty, and a
care; a sort of hereditary obligation upon the town..."
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5. What could Miss Emily’s ticking watch symbolize? What does it tell us about Miss Emily?
How does the watch contribute to our understanding of the themes of the story?

6. What do we learn about the attitude of the community towards the relationship between
Homer Barron and Miss Emily in Part 37

7. What else do we learn about the Jefferson community’s reaction towards the relationship
between Homer and Emily in the first four paragraphs of Part 4? Give some examples. From
whose perspective do we learn all this? To what extent would you consider this
information reliable?








