The Circumstances Connected with Shah Esma‘il,
His Conquests, and His Coming Out in Revolt
against the Aq Qoyanla Ruler

.

Those who have sung the praises and narrated the exploits of Shah
Esma‘il have recorded that, after the death of his brother, Esma‘il;
who had been.nominated as his brother's heir, was secretly smuggled
into Ardabil, and hidden in a different place every day. After forty
days, the band of devoted followers who were looking after him de:
cided that it was unsafe to remain in Ardabil because of the stratagems
of their enemies. They took counsel with his mother, and décided that
the most prudent and expedient course was to move to GIlan. His
mother reconciled herself to being separated from her sons, and some
of the Sufi nobles, such as Hoseyn Beg Lala 5amln, Kadem Beg Tales,
who had recently been given the title of kalifat al-kolafa, Abdil Beg
Dada Zu’l-Qadar,! and others, removed the two brothers and set off for
Gilan accompanied by about two hundred retainers. As is recorded
in more detailed histories, such as the Habib al-Siar, Esma’il, when
he reached Gilan, stayed for a few days in Rait. The governor of Rast,
Emir Eshaq, offered his services to him. From there, Esma'‘il went to
Lahijan, where he and his brother Ebrahim were received with en-
thusiasm by the governor of Lahijan, Kar Kia Mirza Ali, who was
himself of seyyed~descent, and who was distinguished from and su-
perior to the other governors of Gilan by virtue of his rank and
station, his noblé lineage, the excellence of his character, and the saga-
city of his conduct.

Esma‘il’s brother Ebrahim had an overwhelming desire to see his
mother; since he was a dervish both in character and in his mode of
life, he placed a Turkman taqgiya? on his head and returned to Ardabil.

Esma'‘il, however, remained in Gilan with that small band of fol-
lowers, awaiting a sign from the unseen world. At that time he was
not more than seven years of age, but he was already remarkable for
his intellectual capacity and shrewdness of insight, and notable for
his wisdom and knowledge. Even at this early age, the ornament of im-

iSee Savory, Khalifat, p. 497, n.2.
p.

tTdqlya: a 1all, round hat which could be used either in its own right or as a base around,

which 10 wind a turban (see, R. P. A. Dozy, Dictionnaire détaillé des Noms des Véte-
ments chez les Arabes, Amsterdam, 1843, pp. 280f).
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perial rule was visible on his auspicious brow, and the divine glory®
shone forth from his face. His followers nurtured this tender plant
with loyal devotion. They were moved by divine inspiration to address
him as king, despite his youth, and to call him, with firm faith and per-
fect devotion, both spiritual director (moried-e kamel) and king
(padesih).!

According to the usual account, Esma'il stayed in Gilan for six and a
half years.* He spent some of the time in Biya Pas,5 and some of the time
at Lahijan. He was instructed in the recitation of the Koran by Mow-
lana Sams al-Din Lahijt, and Kar K11 Mirza All and his brother
Kar Kia Solian Hasan made themselves responsible for supplying
his needs. It is generally known, and recorded in the Jaehan-ara, that
during the early days of Esma‘il’s stay in Gilan, Rostam Padeish
Torkman sent men to GIlan to search for him, but. Kar Kid Mirza
All, taking refuge in various clever excuses, sent the envoys back
again. Ultimately, the empire of the Turkman rulers declined, and the
descendants of Hasan Pade$ah set upon each other. They were so dis-
tracted by strife and factionalism that they had no time for hostile
action against any outsider.

Esma‘il’s place of residence was frequented by Sulis, and devotees
were never absent from his threshold. As he grew up, he used to in-
dulge in the pleasures of the chase, and visited Somam’ and Eikavar®
and other pleasant ‘parts of the province. At no time, however, did he
lose sight of his ambition to rule an empire.

When the news of the tumult and disarray of the Aq Qoyinla em-
pire reached Esma‘il, he determined to come forth from Gilan. Kar

Marr-e izadi. The farr (old Persian hvarnah; Avestan khvarenah; Middle Persian
khvgrrah), meaning “kingly or imperial glory,” has been a symbol of the charisma of
kmgshlp from the time of Zoroaster, and has contributed materially to the stability of the
institution of the monarchy.

‘In other words, Esma'il’s followers accepted him as both a religious leader and as a
temporal ruler.

¥This is an exaggeration; Esma'il moved 1o Gilan at the end of 899 or begintiing of
900/14%4, and made his bid for power in 905/1499 (See Savory, Development, pp.
58ff). As will be scen below, Eskandar Mon3l gives 906 A.H. as the date of Esma'il’s
emergence from Gilan,

“Biya Pas, i.e., the western part of the province of GIlan, in which lies Rast, the capital
of the province. Lahljan is the chief town of Biya P13, the eastern part of the province.

M1 Somam, near Ranekih in Gllan; see H. L. Rabino, Mézandardn and Astardbad,
FR.]I;\!V. )Gibb Memorial Series, New Series, Vol. VII, p. 150 (hereinafter referred to as

abino).

®In the district of Tonakabon (Rabino, p. 105).
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Book I, Discourse I: The Conquests of Shah Esma‘il

Ki1a Mirza Ali, exhibiting the concern of a host toward his guest, and
prudence and caution of a well-wisher, tried to dissuade him from his
intention. ““The time is not ripe,” he said, “for this bud to blossom.”
In other-words, he was advising Esma‘il, in view of his extreme youth,
the multitude of his foes, and the paucity of his supporters and compan-
jons, that the time had not yet come to reveal himself and to come out
against the Turkman régime. “Be patient yet a while,” he said, “so
that your lofty purpose may be better achieved with the assistance of a
larger number ol supporters.”

Esma‘il remained at Lahijan a while longer, out of consideration for
Kar Kia. But in the year 906/1500-01, when hostilities broke out be-
tween Sultan Morad b. Ya‘qab and Mirzi Alvand b. Yasof Mirza,
the grandson of Hasan Padedah, a truce was finally concluded on the
basis of a division of Iran between these two cousins. Esma‘il had by
then lived in Gilan for six and a half years. Not wanting to stay there
any longer, and inspired by a revelation from Him who gives guidance
from the unseen world, he took the decision to leave Gilan. He said
farewell to Kir Kia and, with a small band of his most devoted and
dedicated followers—at a moment in time of which history is proud—
set out toward his goal. Kar Kia Mirza All loaded him with gifts to
the utmost of his ability, and proffered his good ollices, and escorted
him several leagues on the road. He uttered some final words of ex-
cellent counsel to the senior officers who were in attendance on Esma-
‘il, and wished them Godspeed.

With the onset of the bitter cold of winter, Esma‘il made his winter
quarters at the village of Arjovan in the Astara district,® and the people
of Tavale§ hiistened to serve him. At the beginning of spring in 1500,
when the partisans of the Safavid house were filled with hope, Esma‘il
left his winter camp and returned to Ardabil. First, he visited the tomb
of Shaikh Safi al-Din and the tombs of the rest of his ancestors. In
that holy place, where men’s prayers are answered and divine grace de-
scends upon them, he prayed for God’s help in achieving those lofty
purposes which were firmly rooted in his heart. After completing the
ceremonies of this pilgrimage, and receiving a revelation that his
prayers would be answered, he was joyously reunited with his mother
and brother.

To describe in detail the events which attended Esma‘il’s rise to

9Astara is on the present border between Iran and the USSR,
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power, and the mighty battles which he fought during the early days
of hisreign and during the consolidation of his power, and the conquests
which his officers accomplished with God’s aid, would be beyond the
ability of this broken reed, and even beyond the literary capacity of
eloquent historians. The accounts which are given in the Habib al-
Star, and the Ahsan al-Tavdrik of Hasan-e Ramla, and in the Lobb
al-Tavdrik of Mir Yahya Seyfi Qazvini, constitute only a tenth, nay,
a thousandth part, of the story. Since this trifling work does not pur-
port to give a detailed history of the reign of Shah Esma‘il, in order
to avoid being prolix I shall, with God’s blessing .and benediction,
make do with this abridged version. In this way, I shall not fall short

of my fundamental purpose, namely, to write a history of the reign of
Shah Abbas I.

In brief, then, Esma‘il, having asked the assistance of the spirits of
his ancestors and of the noble shaikhs, left Ardabil and moved to
Qarabag. Day by day, his disciples gathered at his camp. In Qarabag
he met Sultan Hoseyn Barani, a grandson of Mirza Jahaniah, who
was nursing rebellious and ambitious ideas. Since Esma’‘il suspected
him of treacherous intentions, he dissociated himself from him, and
went by way of Gokéa Defiiz to Arzenjan: There he was joined by
three or four thousand Sufis and trusted followers from Syria, Diar
Bakr, Sivas, Baybord, and those regions. Khan Mohammad Ostajla
joined him with a large force, and was well received by Esma‘il and
treated with great favor,

At Arzenjan, after taking counsel, Esma‘il decided to invade Sirvan,
and to exact revenge on the people of Sirvan. With eight thousand de-
voted Sufis, he set out for Sirvan, and fought a pitched battle in the
region of the Golestan fortress with Farrokyasar, the ruler of Sirvan,
who had twenty thousand horsemen and several thousand infantry.
Farrokyasar fell in the battle, together with many of the nobility of
Sirvan and members of the rank-and-file, both cavalry and infantry,
and the news of Esma‘il’s victory soon spread throughout those re-
gions. Esma‘il spent the winter at Mahmidabad in Sirvan. Shaikh
Ebrahim, known as Shaikh Shah, the elder son of the Sirvan3ih, took
ship and crossed the Caspian Sea to Gilan.

Most of the inhabitants of Sirvan submitted to Esma‘il, and all the
treasure of the Sirvaniah fell into his hands. The garrisons of some of
the forts, especially of the fortress at Baki, put up some resistance,
but were eventually subjugated. The fortress at Bakai was surrounded
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on three sides by the sea, and no conqueror, however poweriul, could
succeed in reaching the walls on those sides. The fourth side, which
faces the land, was protected by a very wide and deep ditch. After the
capture of the fort at Baka, Esma‘il returned to Golestin, another
fortress famed for its strength, which was still held by a garrison of
Strvanis.

While Esma‘il was laying siegé to Golestan, the angelic messenger
from the unseen world brought him the glad tidings that he would
possess the throne of Azerbaijan. Esma’il summoned his greal erirs
and said, “You can either have the Golestan fort, or the throne of
Azerbaijan.” Since the trusted followers of the Salavid house believed
implicitly in the truth of whatever divinely inspired words he uttered,
because of their spiritual relationship with Esma‘il, no shadow of doubt
crossed their minds. At the prospect of the throne of Azerbaijan, a joy-
ful roar burst from their throats and ascended to-the heavens.

At that moment, the news arrived that Alvand, with-a Turkman
army, had reached Nakcevan, and had dispatched another Turkman
force so that he could advance into Sirvan from two directions and
give battle to Esma‘il. Esma'il, his zeal fanned by the approach of his
rival, at once abandoned the siege of Golestan and, at the instance of
the messengers of the unseen world, marched toward Azerbaijamn.

The Battle between Esma‘il and Mirza Alvand Turkman,
and Esma‘il’s Victory

At Nakcevan, Alvand, hearing that Esma‘il was marching toward
Azerbaijan, hastened to give battle with his army of thirty thousand
men. But the great bravery and valor of Esma‘il, and the self-sacrilice
of the gezelbas who used to hurl themselves like moths against the
flame, and consider this the way to everlasting life, had struck fear and
terror into the hearts of the Turkmans, The two armies confronted
each other at Sariir, near Nakdevan, in 907/1500, and. the gezelbds
troops, numbering only seven thousand, attacked with great élan, The
Turkmans resisted stoutly, but the gezelbas, with God’s help, won the
victory, and Alvand was overcome. He suffered heavy casualties, in-
cluding many Turkman nobles and great emirs. A large amount of
booty fell into the hands of the victors. Mirza Alvand was unable to
hold Azerbaijan, and fled 1o Arzenjin.

Esma‘il reached Tabriz in triumph, and ascended the royal throne.
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The practice of the Twelver rite of Shi'ism was made public.!® The pul-
pits in the mosques resounded with sermons in which the exalted
names of the Shi‘ite Imams were commemorated. The dindrs were
§ramped with the inscription: ““There is'no god but God; Mohammad
is the Prophet of God, and Ali is the favorite friend of God,"” and with
the name of that chosen One of his descendants (Esma‘il himself).
The innovating practices of the people in error!! were suppressed, and
Shi‘ites, who hitherto had lived by dissimulation,!? now practiced the
Imams’ religion openly, and their opponents crept into corners to
conceal themselves.

Reports of Esma‘il’s majesty "and power spread far and wide, but
Alv-and, moving like a victim to the slaughter, marched back from Ar-
zenjan toward Azerbaijan. While Esma‘il was advancing on Arzenjan
by way of Terjan, Alvand entered Tabriz and began to extort money
forcibly from the populace, especially the wealthy. From Tabriz, Al-
vand moved to Owjan,!* and from there, hearing of Esma'il's return, to
Hamadan, and thence to Baghdad. Since his fortunes were now on the
wane, Qasem Beg Pornak showed hostility toward him, andhe could
not remain in Baghdad either, but moved on to Diar Bakr. There he
fought a battle at Mardin* with Qasem Beg, the son of Jahangir
l}rﬂm’!, the brother of Hasan Pade$ah. Although Alvand was victor-
ious, the charisma had departed from the Aq Qoytnli dynasty, and Al-
vand died in Diar Bakr in 910/1504.

The I‘/ffc,:r between Shah Esma‘il and- Sultan Morad, and
Esma‘il’s Conquest of Persian Iraq, Fars and Kerman

Sultan Morad, who was dubbed “the unsuccessful’’'s by Esma‘il, was
the son of Ya‘qub Padedah, and was the ruler of Fars, Persian Iraq
(‘qu-e Ajam), Kerman, and Kazestin. When he heard of Esma‘il’s
victories, he mobilized his forces, with the idea of achieving indepen-

1WWith this bald statement, Eskandar Monil records a turnin int i i
Iran. The imposition of Shi‘ism by the Safavids was a mainly pglil:l?ca] mtc]i:t? Se};:sglr(:gi (t);
harness to their cause latent Iranian nationalism; it enabled them to weld Persians intoa
nation for the first time since the Arab conquest in the 7th century A.D. Fgna Alart
Shi‘ism is still the official religion of Iran today. T

"Relerring, of course, to orthodox Sunnis!

"taqiyg, “dissimulation,” was permitted to Shi‘ls as a means of avoiding persecution
by Sunnis. "

BSoutheast of Tabriz.

HMS. ha‘s Bardin, but I suspect Mardin is the correct reading.

lsTl?t;-re is a2 word-play in the Persian. The word Mordd means “wish, desire.”’ Shah
Esma'il dubbed Sultan Morid n@mordd, meaning “‘one who fails to achieve his desire.”
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dent sovereignty.’6 When Esma'‘il heard that Sultan Morad was on the
march, he sent to him an envoy named Qanbar Aga, who had been a
trusted servant of Sultan Heydar, and was a man of intelligence and
good judgment. This ambassador offered Sultan Morad Esma‘il’s
friendship in return for his submission. Stltan Morad replied in terms
which showed he had taken leave of his senses, and marched north
from the town of Delijan to give battle.)? He reached the region of
Hamadan, and disposed his forces, which consisted of seventy thous-
and men from the Turkman regiments, together with three hundred
gun carriages, on which were mounted cannon and mortars and all the
munitions of war. Esma‘il, on the other hand, had with him only
twelve thousand men of the gezelbas tribes, and he relied on the hand
of Providence.

On Saturday, 24, Zu’'l-Hejja 908/21 June 1503, at Alma Bolagi!® near
Hamadan, a great battle took place between the two armies. Shah
Esma'il, by virtue of Heydar's strong right arm, and strengthened by
the promise that Shi‘a fortunes would soon shine forth in all their
splendor, triumphed over the vastly superior army, and on that dread-
ful field shattered the Turkman forces. Sultan Morad, whom Esma'il
always used to call “the unsuccessful,” just as Esma‘il, moved by di-
vine inspiration, had predicted, fled in confusion and despair to Shiraz.
On the battlefield, untold booty fell into the hands of the Safavids:
swift Arabian horses, and other goods and commodities from far and
wide, in limitless profusion. Shah Esma’il sent a proclamation of vic-
tory to all parts. In return, the rulers of neighboring regions and the
nobles of other kingdoms, now convinced that the fortunes of the Aq
Qoytinlii house were in decline and those of the Safavid house in the
ascendant, sent ambassadors to Esma‘il’s court to congratulate him on
his victory, which was indeed a notable one among the victories won
by the princes of the world. With the ambassadors came presents and

gifts.

Shah Esma'‘il spent the spring on the slopes of Mount Alvand,?? taking
his ease in that pleasant spot. While he was thus engaged, he received
news that Sultan Morid was consolidating his control of Fars, and was
busily engaged in regrouping his forces with the intention of avenging

16§ ince 905/1500 Alvand and Morad had divided the Aq Qoynnli empire between them.

"The whole passage [rom: “There he foughta battleat Mardi o’ to*'Deltjan” is omitted
in the printed text,

1#The name is variously given.

1M1, Alvand rises to a height of 11,800 feet behind Hamadan.
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his defeat. Esma‘il at once marched south.toward Takt-e Soleyman
reached Isfahan, and pressed on toward Shiraz. '

When he heard of Esma‘il’'s approach, Sultan Morid did not stay to
contest the issue, but fled o Sastar, and Esma‘il entered Shiraz unop-
Posed. ‘The inhabitants and nobles of Fars flocked to meet him',. bring-
ing suitable gifts, and the whole of Fars found refuge from the bul-
fetings of fate under the shelter of Esma‘il’s banners. Sultan Morad
"t.he unsuccessful,” found no resting place at Sa¥tar, but continued hi;
flight to Baghdad. Circumstances there, owing to the seizure of power
by Barik Beg Pornak, were not to his liking either. When rumors arose
that Esma‘il was pursuing him into Iraq, he and Barik Beg left Bagh-
dad anq went to Aleppo, where they remained for a time under the
protection of the Mameluke ruler of Egypt and Syria, Sultan Qansah
Later, .h.e Qecided to return to Diar Bakr and Rostamdar. Achieving 'a:
Tefoncmfatmn with Ala al-Dowla Zu'l-Qadar, the ruler of Mar‘a$, he
Joined him. The further history of ‘Ala al-Dowla will be given lz;ter
After settling the affairs of Fars, Esma‘il returned to Persian Iraq. ‘

The Chastising of the Stubborn Rebels of Persian Ir
: _ aq, th
Capture of Various Forts, and the Trium';)h of His ngest;

Emir Hoseyn Kia Colavi, who had made himself master of the whole
of Rostamdar, the mountainous regions of Firazkah, Damavand
Hali-riid, and those parts, had at his command twelve thousand ca.v:
alry and large numbers of infantry. Trusting in the strength of his
fortre.sses and the mountainous terrain, he adopted a rebellious and in-
ransigent attitude, and began to encroach on the territory of Persian
Iraq. A number of Aq Qoytanla Turkman nobles, the chief of whom
was Morad Beg, feeling their position in Persian Iraq to be insecure,20
took refuge in the mountains of Rostamdar and found sanctuary ':n
the court of Emir Hoseyn Kia Colavi. This encouraged the latter to
adopt an even more arrogant and haughty attitude, and he showed dis-
courtesy toward the retainers of Shah Esma‘il.

When Esma’‘il was advancing on Fars, he sent a detachment of men
under E]y?s Beg Eygas-ogla against Hoseyn Kia. On receipt of this
news, Emir Hoseyn Kia, before the gezelba$ had mustered, marched
rapidly against Elyas Beg. The latter took refuge in the fortress of Var-
amin, and the Colavi?! forces arrived before its walls. For a while, they

Le., as a result of Esma‘il's victory over Sultan Morad.

21 ; i lad i i
Mm’;l:;'lexl has j.la.d.Li.d.n; f.Lad Edn; etc, but  suspect the correct reading should be
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besieged the fort. Finally, they arranged a parley, secured by solemn
and sworn oaths. But, acting with treacherous deceit, they put to death
that simple-hearted Turk and a group of his retainers, at Kabad Gonbad
near Rayy. The facts concerning the arrogant and insolent behavior of
Emir Hoseyn Kia Colav reached the ears of Shah Esma'‘il, and he de-
termined to crush this insurrection, and to punish those evildoers
from the mountains of Rostamdar.

At the beginning of spring, 909/1504, Esma‘il left his winter quar-
ters at Qom, and marched in the dire¢tion of Rostamdar. First, he laid
siege to the fortress of Gol-e Kandan, which was renowned for its
strength. He stormed the fort, and put its garrison to the sword. From
there, he went on to the fort of Firazkah, which he also captured: The
commandant of the fort, Emir Ali K13, after heavy fighting, tendered
his submission, and he and a group of his men who also surrendered
were spared. The rest were put to death. Emir Hoseyn Kia himself,
with twelve thousand men, lay in ambush across Esma'‘il’s line of
march, hoping to win a victory by taking him unaware. When he heard
of the fall of the two fortresses, however, and of the massacre of their
garrisons, his heart was filled with terror, and he felt a measure of re-
morse for his evil deeds. With the men he had with him, he shut him-
self up in the fortress of Osia, which was the strongest castle in those
parts, and had strong city walls and fortifications. Esma‘il besieged
the fort, and the air resounded with the sound of arrows and musket

shots.

A river flowed by the walls of the castle, and the defenders drew
their water from this river by means of a hole cut in the rock. When
this was reported to Esma'il, he gave orders that the river be diverted
from its course. Although this seemed to be a far-fetched idea, in view
of the volume of water and the strength of the current, the Safavid
woops set to work with a will, and within a few days had cut a new
channel and diverted the river into it. For a few days the Colavi troops
floundered around like fish out of water; in the end, thirst compelled
them to cry for quarter. In this manner, a fort of such formidable
strength fell into the hands of the Safavids after thirty-three days, des-
pite the valor of its defenders. The whole garrison fell victim to the
wrath of Esma‘il, and apart from a few “men of the pen,” no one was
spared. Morad Beg Jahan3ahi was roasted, and his {lesh eaten by the
vengeful Safavid soldiers. Emir Hoseyn was placed in an iron cage,
like an owl, but he managed to distract the atiention of his guards and
inflict on himself a wound from which he died a few days later in the
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Safavid camp al.Ka.bﬁd Gonbad near Rayy. It was strange that he
should depart this life at the very same spot at which he had put o

death Elyas Beg Eyztis-ogla and his ; .
gezelbds retainers. Em '
corpse was burned. ers ir Hoseyn's

While all this was going on, news arrived of the revolt of Mohammad
Karra, who had been dariiga of Abartjﬁh under Aq Qoyanld r.ule and
yho had been appointed governor of Abargiih by Esma‘il. While E,sma-
1! was preoccupied with his campaign in Rostamdar, the news reached
him th.at Mohammad Karra had made a sudden descent upon Yazd
had se.ued the city, and had put the governor of the city to dealh'
Esma‘il p’larched to Yazd and laid siege to it for two months. At the enci
of .Lhat time, Mohammad Karra could no longer hold the city and was
d-nven back into the citadel. In the end, the Safavid troops stormed the
citadel and overpowered Mohammad Karra in one of the towers which
housed the military band. He too was imprisoned in an iron cage; all
the test were put to death. Mohammad Karra was executed in’the
Naqs-e _]al}én meydan at Isfahan, and his corpse was burned in the
iron cage, in the same way that the corpse of Emir Hoseyn Kia Colavi
had been treated. This campaign consolidated Esma‘il's power in

Persian Iraq, destroyed all his foes, and swe i
, ; t the
all rebellion and sedition. b province clean of

. V‘ano'us uncivil acts had been committed by the Cagatay army, at the
instigation of a number of Aq Qovyanla Turkmans who had g,one to
Khorasan. The late ruler® Sultan Hoseyn Mirza sent his sadr, Emir
Kamal .al-DIn, to congratulate Shah Esma‘il on his victories ,and to
apologize to him for the excessive acts committed by the C,agalays
The message the sadr brought did not mollify Esma‘il; on the contrary.
it enraged hlfn. He made a sudden strike from Yazd against Tabas Hi;
men ppqred into the town and slew large numbers of the Cagatays.who
were living in the town. Ultimately, Esma‘il's rage was appeased b
this bloodletting, and after a week he marched back. The Ahsan az
Tavarik says that seven thousand people were killed in this affair.

In the spring of the next year (911/1505-6), Esma‘il moved to sum-
mer quarters near Hamadan. He spent the winter in the region of Koy
and Salmas, where operations against 5ir Sarem the Kurd, who had
been harassing the province of Oriimiya, were carried out by Bey-
ram K’han Qaramanla and Kadem Beg, the kalifat al-kolafa. Sir
Sdarem’s son and brother fell into Safavid hands, and wer-e exec.uted

#He died in 911/1505.
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with dire tortures, and Sarem’s tribal area was plundered. ‘Ade‘Beg
Samlq, the father of Darmi3 Khan,? and Sara Al mohrdar, were killed

in this campaign.

Esma‘il had also been displeased by the activities o‘f. Emir .Ho‘sﬁ.r'n
al-Din, the governor of Rait, and in 911/ 15.05-6 Esma‘ il sent a pumc-i
tive expedition against him. He himself with the main army movelf)
from Tarom to Rast. Emir-Hosam al-Din hastened to tender h.ls sub-
mission, and sent numerous gifts and presents as compensation flor
his behavior; he was pardoned through the intercession of Emir Na]‘rp
al-Din Mas‘ad Rait, and returned to his post. In. the same year, Esma‘il
issued an order that all those who had sided with the enemy and had
fought against Sultan Heydar were to be put to death.. Abda.l Beg Da\da(i
who was at that time the qaréibasi, was charged Wl[l:l this task, an
considerable numbers from among the Turkman tribes and others

were executed.

‘b j ] 4l al-Dowla Zu'l
hah Esma‘il’s Campaign against Ala al Z
%a‘iiar, Events in Diar Bakr, and His Conquest of That
Province

It will be recalled that Sultan Morad Aq Qoyanld had taken’ r?fuge
with Ala al-Dowla Zu'l-Qadar, the ruler of the regions of Maras ar‘1f1
Albestan. The following year {912/1506-7), it was reported to Esma il
that Sultan Morad, now Ala al-Dowla’s son-in-law, had :':\ssembled ar;
army of Zuw'l-Qadar troops and Turkmans [rfjm the region of Mgsu
who had rallied round him, and was busy takm.g possession of various
castles in Diar Bakr, with a view to:making' hlvmself tl?e independent
ruler of that province. Esma‘il considered it imperative to Lake- Ll'w
field against him, and to rid the empire of this rebel. I:l.e sent qu:irc.is
to levy troops in the provinces, and in 913/ 1507-8 Esma‘il marched 1n

the direction of Azerbaijan.

When Ala al-Dowla heard of the approach of the qe_zeibds’, he re-
treated to Albestan, took refuge in a castle located on a high mountain
called Mount Dorna, and waited there, ready to repel any attack. Ac-
cording to the Habib al-Siar, and the Fotal?rit-e Aﬂ:ﬂnf of Haravi,
the bautle between the Zu'l-Qadars and Esma'il’s [orces' was long and
bloody. For two days the battle raged, from dawn until mghtf-all. At
the end of the second day, the armies withdrew at dusk to their own

23Abdi Beg Simli was Esma‘il’s brother-in-law, and one of the inner circle of his

companions,
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camp, and spent the night in patro! activity and mounting guard, On
the third day, Esma‘il donned his armor and kaftan,?t and led his men
into the battle, which raged more furiously than .before. Finally, the
{u’l-Qadars broke and ran. The Safavids subjugated the forts in Diar
Bakr which had been seized by the Zu’l-Qadars, and Mohammad Khan
Ostajlit was made governor of the ‘province. About the same time,
Emir Khan, son of Goliabi Beg Mowselln Torkman, tendered his sub-
mission to Esma’il and was well received. After completing the pacifi-
cation of the province, Esma'il began his homeward march.

Hasan Beg, the author of the Ahsan al-Tavartk, has stated that no
battle took placeé between Shah Esma‘il and Ali al-Dowla Zu’'l-Qadar,
His account is as [ollows: When Esma‘il reached Albestan, Ala al-
Dowla did not oppose him, but fled to Mount Dorna, a high and in-
accessible place. Esma'il sent Hoseyn Beg Lala with a detachment of
Safavid troops to find a ford across a river which had to be
crossed. The gazis crossed the river and pitched camp, and most of the
men went in search of barley and straw. Suddenly, Sard Qaplin, the
son of Ald al-Dowla, fell on them with a large force, and a fierce battle
was fought between him and Lala Beg. Lala Beg was thrown from his
horse, but a retainer named Kalil Aqa brought forward his own horse
and remounted him, giving his own life for his master, while Lala Beg
got away safely. When Shah Esma‘il heard that Al al-Dowla had
taken refuge in those high, inaccessible mountains, he plundered and
laid waste Ala al-Dowla’s territory and dominions, and returned.
Hasan Beg, the historian,? has criticized the author of the Habib al-
Star who, he says, althougl: alive at the time of these events, gave an
account which was at variance with the facts. I have set forth both ver-
sions, and God knoweth best which is true.26

After this incident, when Khan Mohammad?® arrived in Diar Bakr,
Qiytmas Beg, the son of Golibi Beg Mowselld, who was in the town
of Hamid, opposed him, shut up the fortress, and denied him entry.
Khan Mohammad was [orced to camp outside in the desert, and the
Kurds of those parts harassed the gezelba§ camp. Khan Mohammad
attacked the Kurds, and in a major engagement, seven thousand of the
Kurds were killed. Khan Mahammad returned victorious from this af-

#A quilted vest worn under armor,

ZAuthor of the Alsan al-Tavarfk mentioned above.

®The greater part of this paragriph is omiuted in the printed text,

#8ee R, M. Savory, "“T'he Consolidation of Salawid Power in Persia,” in Der Istam 41
{October 1965) p. 76 (hereinafter referred to as Savory, Consolidation),
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fray, and Qayumas Beg, unable o resist him any longer, sent a courier
to Ala al-Dowla to ask for help, and madea pact with hiin that he would

surrender the town to him.

Although ‘Ala al-Dowla’s affairs were in considerable disarray, the
temptation of acquiring Hamid was 00 great for him, and he listened
to Qaytmas Beg's appeal for help. "That winter, he again mobilized an
army and sent two thousand men, under the command of his sons,
Qasem Beg, known. as Sart Qaplan (the Yellow Panther), and Or-
davana Beg, to Diar Bakr against Khan Mohammad. The Khan, des-
pite the paucity of his forces, put his trust in the unfailing good fortune
of the Shah, led his Ostajlas inio battle, and emerged victorious. Sari
Qaplan, who was distinguished among the other sons of ‘Ala al-Dowla
by his bravery and valor, and his brother Ordavana Beg, together with
a considerable number of other men, were taken prisoner and put to

death.

After this victory, Khan Mohammad marched against Qaytmas Beg
‘Torkman.2s Qayimas Beg barricaded the gates of the city and prepared
to hold the citadel. Before he had completed his preparations, however,
the townspeople of Hamld urned against him and admitted the gdzis
to the city. Qaytmas Beg was seized and put to death. Khan Mo-
hammad achieved full independence in the government of the province
of Diar Bakr, and reports of his power spread throughout the region.

Al al-Dowla, dismayed by the fate of his sons, again mobilized his
scattered forces and dispatched about fifteen thousand men-against
Khan Mohammad under the command of two of his other sons, Kar
&3hrok and Ahmad Beg, to seek vengeance for the death of their
brothers. Khan Mohammad went valiantly to meet them, and engaged
the Zu’l-Qadar army within sight of the town of Ameda.2? Khan Moham-
mad had only three thousand men. The story goes that, when the two
armies were drawn up for battle, a number of greyhounds and their
puppies came out from the Zu'l-Qadar lines and attacked the dogs

2#The Turkman tribe was one of the major gezelbas tribes (see V. Minorsky, Takhkrat
al-Muliak, E. J. W, Gibb Memorial Series, New Series XV1, London 1943, p. 16 (herein-
after referred 10 as Minorsky, TM). Qaytmas Beg belonged 10 the Mowselli clan which,
although not listed by Minoarsky, was one of the clans of the Turkman wibe.

1A meda or Amed, also known as Hamid and Qara Hamid (the TAA44 has the form
Hamid), was the chiel town of the province ol Diar Bakr. It was situated on the west
bank of the upper reaches of the Tigris. The name Qar’ (Black) Hamid derived [rom the
color ol the stone quarried there {sce G. Le Strange, The Lands of the Eastern Caliphate,

Cambridge, 1930, pp. 108I0).
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gljrtn art:lclimd};agrfl'ie;l] th; O.st;’aljla army. Khan Mohammad soughtan omen
ight. As it happened; the Osdjla d i "
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' o armies, and on this occasio
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k this bl " ivi
aree, Kir Sahrok fell into his hands. tnd one” By divine de

ﬂe"c[l'hc:[f;e(r)f t;]hi: ﬁ:;l-Qa(}lflr ariny who escaped the sword turned and
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by\f;lll;r; l;lll)f:c')OitoT}?n dem};lerora“ heard ol the repeated defeats suffered
-Dowla, the death of his sons, and the humbli f hi i
and troops, he decided the time wa i i b o
I o s ripe for him (o satisfy his 1
standing desire for reven i I theer-
_ ge, and he led an army against him. [
suing battle, Ald al-Dowla was killed, and 7 empire of tt .
, . , and the empire of the Zu’l-
E:}lladz(z)r dynasty came to an end. Some of the vanquished elected loéj:;in
e Ottomans; others entered the service of Shah Esma‘il. ‘Ala al-

Dowla had ruled Mar'a$ and Albesta
! esta
ot gaand hocsenols n, and had been the overlord of

Nf;l;:re ;‘llylr;z;sly hz;d ;onsisted of four rulers: Malek Aslan, Soleyman,*
-Din, and Alid al-Dowla; but Ala al-Dowla , '
| ; possessed great
{)ower. and m@ependpncg than his predecessors. He conducted h%: tflli CT
E{:)mat;g relations 'fvnh t}}e Ottoman emperor and with the ruler Ic);[
gypt’? on the basis of trickery and deceit. Whenever ambassadors ar-

S“Bays'md 1T (regn. 886/918) 1481/1512)
HOmitted in printed text.

s .
"The Mamcluke sultan al-Ajraf Qansah al-Gowrl (regn. 906-922/1501-17)
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rived from the Ottoman empire, he would dress a number of his re-
iziners in Egyptian-style clothes, and would tell the Qttoman ambas-
sadors that these'men had been sent by the Mameluke sultan to seek an
alliance against the Ottomans. “But of course,” he could say, *'I shall
not give them any help, because of my iriendship with the Ouoman
emperor.” He used the same tactics when dealing with the Mameluke
sultan, and as a result derived benefit from both parties. The story
goes that Ala al-Dowla used to say: “I have two golden hens; one lays
silver eggs, the other golden eggs.”

In the battle which Ald al-Dowla fought against the Ouomans,
Sultan Morad Aq Qoyfinid, who had acquired a special position close
10 Ala al-Dowla by virtue of being his son-in-law, was captured by the
Ottomans. The Ottoman emperor, Selim 1,** treated him well, and Sul-
tan Morad remained in his company for some time. In the year in
which Selim invaded Iran (920/1514), Sultan Morad did not consider
it expedient to accompany him, and he dissociated himsell from the
Ottomans. He gathered round himself a band of evil men, and marched
against Eje Sultan Qajar, the governor of Orfa. The lauer hastened to
meer him with eight hundred men, and overcame Sultan Morad’s
eight thousand in a bautle in which Sultan Morad was killed. Eje Sul-
tan sent hiis head and his ring, for the purpose of identification, to Shah
Esma‘il’s court, and gained the sobriquer of Qodormos (“the mad
dog'") Sultan. With the death of Sultan Morad, the dynasty of the Aq
Qovytnla sultans also came to an end. Although these events occurred
after the Safavid conquest of Arab Iraq, I included them here hecause
of their connection with what had preceded.

Shah Esma‘il's Expedition to Arab lraq and His Conquest
of that Province, together with Related Events

The true account of the conquest of that province is as tollows:
When the nobles of the province of Arab Iraq (‘Erag-e Arab) re-
ceived the news that the foundations of Sultan Morid's power had
been shaken, one of the Turkman emirs, called Barik Beg, assumed
control of the province, and aimed to retain possession of it. However,
Shah Esma’‘il determined to annex Arab Iraq. First of all, he sent
Barik Beg a gold-embroidered hat, a sword belt, and a special robe of
honor, and called on him to submit to him and to acknowledge his
suzerainty. At {irst, Barik Beg hastened to accept the royal robe of
honor, and he took his Turkman fa@giye from his head, and took pride

BSelim did not becomie emperor until 1512,
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B3ahi-sevant: see V. Minorsky in z‘?l? s.v.as * (all, round hat.
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uttered praise and thanksgiving to God for the conquest of Baghdad,
and entered the city on 20 Jomada II 914/16 October 11508.3¢ Seyyed
Kamana was received with great honor and respect by the Shah,
Kadem Beg was made governor of the province of Arab Iraq, and was
granted the titles of Abu’l-Mansar and &alifat al-kolafa.?’

Frorma Baghdad, Esma'il went as a suppliant to Karbala, where he
visited the tomb of Aba Abdollah al-Hoseyn and the martyrs of the
plain of Karbala.®® Esma‘il devoted his attention to the maintenance and
beautification of the shrine, From Karbala, Esma‘il made the pilgrim-
age 10 the tomb of Alf at Najai, going by way of Hella. The attendants
of that holy shrine became the recipients of his liberality and benefi-
cence, and Seyyed Mohammad Kamana was appointed motavalll of
the shrine at Najaf and of several other places in Arab Irag. Returning
to Baghdad, Esma’il visited the blessed resting places of the Imams
Abt Ebrahim Masa al-Kazem and Mohammad Tagi.?® From there, Es-
ma’‘il visited Samarra,*® where he made the pilgrimage 1o the holy
places and performed the traditional ceremonies. !

After he had dealt with the affairs of Arab Iraq, fixing the salaries of
the shrine officials, and had enhanced the splendor of the holy places,
Esma'il marched on Kfzestin, with the object of subjugating that
province. On the borders of Lorestin, he detached a force of ten thou-
sand men, under Hoseyn Beg Lala and Beyram Beg Qaramanlu, and
dispatched them against Malek Rostam, the .ruler of Lorestan:. Es-
ma'il, with the main army, proceeded to Haviza, The Ma3a‘ia‘ Arabs
who lived in that district had fallen into error, and professed the divin-
ity of All. A strange phenomenon, which is widely held to be true, is
that the MoSa'ia‘, when they are engaged in the devotional practices
which are their custorhary form of worship, fall into a trance, and that
while they are in this state, knives and swords have no effect on them.

®BQOther sources give 25 Jomada 11721 Ccober,

¥5ee Savory, Khallfat.

3*Al-Hoseyn, the younger son of ‘Ali, was slain, together with his smali band of followers,
by the troops of the Omeyyad Caliph Yazid I on the plain of Karbala, 10 October A.D.
680. His death is commemorated by Shi'ites every year during the month of Moharram
with public demonstrations of griel, the performance of passion plays, and the like,

¥The 7th and 9th Shi‘ie Imams, respectively. The shrine which marks the burtal place
of these iwo imams is known as al-Kagemeyn. The present building is largely the work
of Shah Esma’il. ’

60 m. north of Baghdad. Capital of the ‘Abbasid empire, A.D. 836-94.

‘LAl Nagql and Hasan al-Askarl, the [0th and lith Shi‘ite imarns, are buried at
Samarra, and it was in Samarra that the 12th Imam, al-Mahdi, disappeared from earth
in A.D. 873.
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him from the governors of Hormoz and Lar, bringing suitable presents,
and in those districts the name and titles of Shah Esma’il were included

in the Friday sermon (kofba) and stamped on the coinage.

Shah Esma‘il spent the winter at Shiraz,®® with full pomp and cir-
cumstance. Spring found him in the upland pastures of Hamadan, and
he encamped fora while at the foot of Mount Alvand.** From Hamadan,
he returned to his capital, Tabriz, which rejoiced at his safe return.

On his arrival, Shah Esma‘il learned that Shaikh Shah# had again
seized power in Sirvan, and was withholding payment of tribute and
taxes. Esma‘il’s rage was such that, despite.the severity of the winter,
he marched toward Sirvan. At J avad he busied himself with the con-
struction of a bridge of boats, and he crossed the river Kor in safety.
The Sirvaniah did not dispute his advance, but fled to the fortress of
Biqord. Shah Esma‘il marched into $irvan in triumph, and bestowed
the governorship of that province on Hoseyn Lala Beg, who took up
residence at Samaki.* The commandants of the forts at Bakio and
%abarin submitted to Esma'il, and surrendered the keys of their forts.
The inhabitants of Darband, on the other hand, relying on the strength
of their walls and earthworks, procrastinated for a few days, but even-
tually sued for quarter and pledged their allegiance to the Shah. Esma-
‘il then returned from Sirvan the same winter, and went to Qarabag.
At the beginning of spring, he moved to Soltaniya, and began to
make preparations for the invasion of Khorasan.

The Beginning of the Account of the Conquest of Khorasan

The writers of historical narratives and the chroniclers have des-
cribed the events associated with Shah Fsma‘il’s conquest of Khorasan
as follows. When the drums of war began to sound, rulers from near
and far, [earful of Esma‘il's power, hastened to admit his claim and
title, and to assert their loyalty and sincere devotion to him; they
demonstrated the sincerity of their support for him by sending gilts,
presents, envoys, and letters. Abu'l-Gazi Solian Hoseyn Mirza Bay-
ara, the former ruler of Khorasan, Marv-e Sahijan,?’ Karazm, Tokar-

#The winter of 1508-09.
#The 11,800-foot mountain that rises behind Hamadan.
#5The son of the §Trvansih Farrokyasar who had been defeated and kilted by Esma'il in

1500.
#The capital of Sirvan.
170r Great Marv; so called 1o distinguish it [rom Marv al-Rad, or Liule Marv, situated

160 miles higher up the Morgab River.
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l;atzzl:l,(vgﬁbolﬁstan, fmd—’ Kandahar up to the borders of Kabul and
Badak ls1 Onl; :1 ose reign had lasted for a considerable number of years,
: numerous sons,*?® had been sufficiently far-si ’
 nun \ -sight
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. ! b
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::gor 1hiny-five years, in fact {1470-1505).
even of his fourteen sons survived him. See Savory, Consolidation, p. 78

w0y hIS was not quite as magnanimous as it sounds. Shall Esma l]. because of hls pre-
. - e .
occupations ElSCWhClC, had been in no pOSIUOIl 10 do anyllllllg else.
MMBY ..), 1505,
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Shah Esma'il several times sent ambassadors (o Mohammad Khan
Sibami, ambassadors such as Seykzada Lahiji, one of the most emi-
nent and able men of his day, to call on the Uzbeg leader to abandon
sedition and strife. Mohammad Khan, by virtue of his ill-starred nature,
sent back harsh replies containing empty boasts. “1 have a strong de-
sire to perform the pilgrimage to Mecca,” he said. “Where shall our
rendezvous be?” Shah Esma'il sent an amiable reply: "I too have a
firm resolve to visit the tomb of the Imam of jenn and men;52 1 hope that
we will meet in the holy city of Mashad.”#

In the year 916/1510, in his summer quarters at Korgan,’* Esma'il
issued orders for the general mobilization of his forces, and he marched
woward Khorasan with a stout heart and with high hopes. Passing
Semnan, the army marched boldly into Khorasan. The Uzbeg gover-
nors of -the various districts of Khorasan did not stay to oppose him,
but abandoned their seats of government and fell back on Herat. 5ahi
Beg Khan, who had recently returned from an expedition against the
Hazara, and who was in Herat, was frightened by the boldness and
audacity of Shah Esma‘il, and by the fearless way in which he was ad-
vancing into Khorasan, thus making them both nervous and anxious.
Every day his fear of Shah Esma‘il increased. When he heard the news
that the Safavid army had reached the neighborhood of Mashad, he
decided that he did not have the strength to withstand Esma'‘il, and he
withdrew to Marv-e 3ahijan, leaving Jan Vafa Mirza, a kinsman of
his, in the citadel at Herat. However, Jan Vafa Mirza also abandoned
his post and fled to Marv.

Shah Esma‘il, his morale high and his heart fearless, entered
Mathad, and on visiting the holy shrine of the Imam ‘Ali al-Reia as a
suppliant, performed the obligatory rituals of prayer and pilgrimage.
The seyyeds and employees of the shrine were made the recipients of
special royal favor. Then, having invoked the aid of the holy spirit of
the Imam Alf al-Rezi, Shah Esma‘il set off toward 'Marv in pursuit of
Sahi Beg Khan. The gazis who were in the Safavid van reached Marv,
and Jan.Vafa Mirza, with a strong force of illustrious warriors, came
out 1o meet them. Hard fighting took place between the two forces,
and although the Safavid commander, Dana Mohammad, was killed in
the battle, Jan Vafa Mirza was routed and retreated in disorder to the

s2A 1 al-Rezi, the 8th Imam.
$3Esma‘il’s invitation to a Sunni ruler (o visit one of the most holy Shi‘i shrines was, of

course, a deliberate insult.
11 the province of Kame3 about 15 m. northwest of Bestam.
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city. The gezelbas pursued the Uzbegs up to the walls of the citadel
and slew many of them. ,

At ‘lhis junctire, Shah Esma‘il arrived with the main Safavid army
He pitched his tents near the citadel, and $ahi Beg Khan, [illed witl;
even greater terfor than before, walled himsell up in the citadel and
devoteq sirenuous efforts to putting:the defenses of the city in order
In' addition, he sent couriers-to Transoxania to surnmon the Uzbeé
wribes. Every day skirmishes took place beneath the walls of the citadel
and casualties were incurred by both sides, When this pattern of evem;
hac% been rePeaLed for a number of days and no clear prospect of cap-
turing lhe. city appeared, Shah Esma'‘il, who always preferred piwched
battles in the open field to siege warfare, devised a plan for luring
forth Sahi Beg Khan, who had crept into his hole like a fox fleeing from
a lion. Esma’il ordered the drums to sound for bréaking éamp, and he
marched away from the foot of the citadel. He sent a letter to Mo-
l_lammz.lfi Khan, saying “You promised to meet me in Persian Iraq or
Azerbf’ujan. You have not kept your promise. I, however, have kept my
promise, and have come to Khorasan. Despite this, you have not come
out lolfight me. Various events have now occurred in Azerbaijan which
make it necessary for me to return. For this reason I have broken camp
and am leaving. Whenever you are ready to fight, and God shall de-
cree it, we shall meet in battle.” Sahi Beg Khan attributed Esma‘il's
dep:fmure to weakness and feebleness, and wishing to bring off ar least
a minor trinmph-and so free himself from the ignominy of having [led
b.efore t.he might of the gezelbas army, thus allowing himself (o be be-
sieged in the citadel at Marv, decided 1o pursue Esma‘il. He marched
forth from Marv with about thirty thousand men, consisting of Uzbegs
a.nd the troops of the renowned emirs and commanders who at that
time were serving under his colors.

Emjr Khan Mowselli, who in obedience to the Shah'’s orders, was
covering the Safavid rear with three hundred men, withdrew acco;dfng
to plan when he saw the Uzbeg army approaching and rejoined the
royal army. Mohammad Khan concluded from the retreat of Emir
K’han Mm:v;sellﬁ that the gezelbads army was in dire straits, and pressed
his pursuit more boldly. When Shah Esma'‘il received news of his ap-
Qroach, he paused only to cross a stream some twelve miles from the
city and send a detachment of men to destroy the bridge across the
stream, He himsell drew up his forces, seventeen thousand in number
near the village of Mahmiidabad in the district of Marv, facing lhe'
Uzbeg army. 53hi Beg Khan was forced to commit himself to a pitched
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battle. Such a terrible conflict took place between the gezelbas and the
Uzbegs that Mars himself wept at the number of the slain.

Jan Vafa Mirza, Qanbar Beg, and the majority of the Uibegs' emirs
were killed on that field. 54h1 Beg Khan and a group of Uzbegs, in their
precipitate flight, entered an enclosed area which had no escape route.
There they piled one upon the other in a bog, only to perish miserably.
The corpse of 5ah1 Beg Khan was discovered beneath a pile of dead
bodies by one of the Bozfala gazis, Aziz Aqa by name, known as Adi
Bahador. The head of Saht Beg Khan, which in its arrogance had not
considered any other head worthy of wearing a crown, was separated
from his body and flung down beneath the dragon standaid, under
the hooves of Esma‘il’s steed. Shah Esma‘il prostrated himself in
thanksgiving to God, and dispatched each of the limbs of the slain
Uzbeg leader 1o a different province. The skin of the head, stuffed with
straw, was sent to Solian Bayazid b. Solian Mohammad Gazi, the
Ottoman sultan. The skull, as we are told by the author of the Ahsan
al-Tavartk, was encased in gold and fashioned into a chalice that was
circulated as a wine cup at banquets and festive occasions.

Kaja Mahmid Sagardt, the renowned vizier of Sahl Beg Khan, who
had emerged from the citadel at Marv, was standing among the ranks
of the prisoners at the moment when Shah Esma‘il took the gold-en-
crusted skull in his hand and proceeded to drink deeply from that cup
of joy and prosperity. Shah Esma‘il addressed him as follows: “Oh
Kaja, do you recognize this cup? It is the head of your king.” The
Kaja replied, “Glory be to God! What a fortunate man my master was!
For his good fortune is still with him, in that he is now in the hands of
such an auspicious ruler as yourself, who every moment drinks from
that cup of joyl” This witticism greatly pleased Shah Esma‘il, who
looked upon the Kaja with favor and raised him to the position of vizier
of Khorasan,

Aga Rostam Riiz-Alziin, who had subjugated and seized control of
the province of Mazandaran, had consistently acted in a hostile man-
nter toward officers of the Safavid court, and constantly used to say,
“the power is mine, under the protection of $2ht Beg Khan.” Shah
Esma'il now sent him the severed hand of $ahi Beg Khan, which was
carried to Miazandaran by an aide-de-camp,’ who was instructed to
toss it into the lap of Aqa Rostam with the words, “‘his protection has

#¥asivol; [or the various categories of yasdvol, see TM, p. 133.
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de-camp

lessly,
Rostam, terrified by that menacing message, w

and his h fai i
. dic:is. eart failed him, Day by day he became weaker and eventually

To return to the main narr

Shah E

provinces of the empire. In all the districts of Khorasan, the names of
the immaculate Twelve Imams (the blessings of God the Omnipotent
be upon th.eml) were included in the kotba and struck on the coinage
together with the auspicious name of Shah Esma‘il. All the land u gto
the.banks of the Oxus River was brought under the control of qezeg;(if
emirs, and the practices and rituals of the Imami creed came to be used
throughout all the regions of Khorasan. The city of Herat, which had
been the capital of the Timurid sultan Hoseyn Mirza Bz,lyqarﬁ was
honored by the arrival of the Shah. The chronogram for the da;te of

this amazi ; is: i
Faith 0 M5 event 150 “The victory of the Shah, Defender of the

f That wi.mer (1510-11}, Esma‘il made his headquarters at Herar, and
rom.all sides rulers and governors flocked there 10 congratulate him
on his conquest of Khorasan, Among these was Sultan Oveys Mirza

known as Kan Mirza b. Solgin Mahimod
- ; M1 i 2 e
Garakan, who cam N A b. Solian Aba Sa'id

‘ granted a letter of appoin S
govemors!"_u p of Hesar-e 53dmin and Bad;gpéﬁn,ﬁgxlf; ll'e(l?l:?:laeré) }::vilr}: \
sicceeded in his objective, Similarly, Mohammad Yar Mirzi b 'Omagr
Seyk Mirza b, Solian Aba Sa'id Garakan in Kabul sent eloqu;em am-
bassadors and assured the Shah of the sincerity of his friendshi B

At t!]ﬁ' beginning of sPring (1511), Esma‘il marched forth from Herat
to subjugate Transoxania. When he reached Meymands! ang Faryab, the

*The lorce of this grim jes; i i
and is impossible 1; f:";l)Tof:{E:[c:)ir:hérgTiz;:n fepends o word:plays on das and daman,

*The old name for Mazandaran,

*LiL: to draw breath,

::r[ilhl hihs gall-bladder was turned 1o water.

15 chronogram gives the | i i
inglidfmally. is ugsruallygreserved F:::rgl;ga"}%l?r;g::fm. The title Delender of fhe-Faith,
Meymana. Meymana and Faryab lay northeas: of Heral, between that city and Balk.
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Uzbeg sultans, including Mohammad Timar, who after thedeath of his
father had ‘taken over the reins of government in Samarkand, Ab-
dollah Khan, who ruled in Bokhara, and Jani Beg Sultan and the other
sultans of Transoxania assembled on the banks of the Oxus. Envoys
were sent to the Shah to declare the sincerity of their attachment to
him, and to offer him suitable gifts. A treaty was concluded on the
following basis: Transoxania was to be left in Uzbeg hands; in return,
the Uzbeg sultans promised not to deviate from the path of fealty for
the rest of their lives. Shah Esma'il responded favorably to their over-
tures, and prepared to march back to Persian Iraq. En route, he re-
ceived ambassadors from Egypt, Syria, and the Quoman empire, who
had come to congratulate him on his victory in Khorasan. On their
heels came the local rulers of Mazandaran. Esma'il allotted half of
Mazandaran to Mir Abd al-Karim, one of the sons of Mir Bozorg,
and half to Aqa Mohammad Roz-Afzon. Each made requests appro-
priate to his position, and these were granted. The two rulers de-
parted satisfied at having obtained what they wanted. The local rulers
of the various districts of Gilan, and Shaikh Shah the ruler of Sirvan,
undertook to pay tribute and taxes and to acknowledge the suzerainty

of the Shah.

“The Uzbeg sultans, however, did not remain loyal to the treaty and
to their sworn oaths; as soon as the Shah'’s back was turned, they began
to raid the periphery of the Safavid empire. At the request of Zahir
al-Saltana Mohammad Babor Mirza 52 Shah Esma‘il issued 2 decree that
Babor Mirzi should be confirmed in the possession of whatever areas
of Transoxania he might conquer by his own efforts. Babor Mirza
marched north from Kabul toward his ancestral dominions.5® In Badak-
in, he was joined by Khan Mirzi, and together they advanced on
Hesar-e 5adman.5 Jam3id Sultan and Mahdi Sultan Ozbeg, the gover-
nors of the prbvince of Hesar and Badak3an, h‘astened to give battle to
the Cagatay army, but were defeated by Mohammad Babor Mirza.
Both the Uzbeg commanders were killed on the battlefield. The
province of Hlesar and Badak#an, in accordance with Shah Esma'il’s
decree, was granted to Khan Mirza. Babor reported this event to Shah
Esma‘il and said that, if he should receive some reinforcement from
the Shah, there was every hope he could conquer the rest of Trans-
oxania too. Shah Esma‘il dispatched Ahmad Sultan Safi-ogla and

&2Correctly, Zahir al-Din.
s3He had been expelled {rom Transoxania in 906/1500-01 by Mohammad Khan Stbani.

#The ancient Saman, lying north of the Oxus, between the Zimel and the Qobazian
rivers, which are tributaries of the Oxus.
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S{nhrok.Sultan mohrdar Af3ar with a detachment of seasoned troops to
hls-assmtance. Mohammad Babor Mirza linked up with these great
emirs, and together they advanced on Samarkand. '

When _the Uz-beg sultans got word of the approach of Mohammad
Bab'or Mirza with the support’ of gezelbds forces, they evacuated the
;:saplta], Samarkand; and retreated in the direction of Turkestan

él_)or entered Samarkand and took his place on the throne of his vi .
torious ancestors. He had the kotba used by the Twelver Shi‘ite e
cited in the name of Shah Esma‘il, and he dismissed the qezesl;;.s;

emirs, giving them permission to i i
s return with suitable presents for the

After the gezelba$ emirs had left, however, the Uzbeg sulta
turned to Trfmsoxania with a great army, Babor Mirzagwem ot to
meet them with the small force that was available to him. In theom N
ing batde, many of Babor’s men were killed, and the res; fled B;Il]:)u-
gn;bl_e to maintain his position in Transoxania, retreated to .Hesar-ré
[2’1 man, where the. I_szeg. sultan.s pursued him and laid siege. to the
ortrfss. Babor fortified himself in-the citadel and sent a courtier-t
Beyram Khan Qaramanlt to seek assistance. Beyram Khan sent a d0
tachment of gezelbas troops to his aid, and when the Uzbegs heard ;E

" an d =
e1r roac Il al) d()lle [lle Slege a".d ]elmlled to I [ans

. Anaccount of these events and of the Uzbeg insurrection was tr.
:;f“_wd tcr> _those close to the Shah. Emir Najm-e Sani, the va:;;-se-
f zvfl::—e a la,fﬁ whose'power :fmd influence at court are well l;nown (some
urther details of this are given in the Habib al-Siar), was appointed
1o set in o_rder the affairs of Khorasan and to deal ’with tl?ep?;ngg
menace. Without orders or instructions from- the Shah, Najm- ;a :
resolved on the subjugation of Transoxania, With Hoseyr,l Beé La{ia L:::
i(;lvernor of Herat, and the great emirs of Khorasaﬁ, including Bey;-am

’an the governor of Balk; he crossed the QOxus. Mohammad Babor
Mirza marched from Hesar and joined the gezelbas aifmy First th
captured the fort of Kozar, and then the fort of Qar31.57 Ac Qaréi Emei);

S}lesar-e Sadman is actually § i

ley d y in Transoxania. Th i i

U?é)segs gelumed to the Samarkand and Bokhara régi;nr.ncanlng, however, s clear: the
ee Savory, ““The Principai Offices of the Safawid State during the Reign of Shah

Isma‘il,” in BSOAS, xxiii -
Offices 1), xxiti, part 1{1960), pp. 91-105 (hereinafter referred to as Savory,

The ancient town of Nasaf or Nak3
" ab, [ i '
Veiled Prophet of Khorasan, in the 8|§h cen?lrlnrﬁl:.g. the birthplace of al-Moganna' the
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Najm gave orders, for a general. massacre, in which Seyk Mirza-ye
Ozbeg and about fifteen thousand people, both military and civilians,
were put to death. Mirza Babor interceded with Emir Najm in an
attempt to save the life of a number of the inhabitants of Qarst who
were members of Cagatay tribes, but in vain. This incident became a
cause of dissension between Emir Najm and Babor. Again, the sadr
Emir Mohammad b. Yiisof$® put in a plea for the life of a number of
seyyeds who had taken refuge in the Masjed-e Jame‘, but this request
too was refused, and a large number of seyyeds were put to death. This
action proved to be unlucky [or Emir Najm.

After the massacre at Qarii, he marched against the fortress of
Gojdovan, which was held by Mohammad Timar Sultan and Aba
Sa‘id Sultan. The siege dragged on for four months, and food supplies
in the gezelbas camp began to run short. The troops were subjected to
short rations of food and of fodder for their animals: When Abdollah
Khan and Jani Beg Sultan, who were at Bokhara, heard of the plight
of the gezelbas, they assembled an army and marched against Emir
Najm. Mohammad Timar Suitan left the [ort of Gojdovan and joined
them. Battle was joined on Sunday, 3 Ramaiin 918/12 November
1512, within sight of Gojdovan. Beyram Khan Qaramanla who was
the commander and led the vanguard of the gezelbas army, was’ fatally
wounded by an arrow and fell from his horse. This blow caused the
vanguard to turn and flee, and the Uzbegs, correspondingly en-
couraged, made a concerted charge. The gezelbas emirs were scat-
tered, and the Safavid center was thrown into confusion. Mohammad
Babor Mirza abandoned his position on the wing, and withdrew with
his men to Hesgdr-e Sadman. The gezelbds emirs, who were heartily sick
of the haughty airs and arrogance of Emir Najm, made no effort to
defend him, and he was taken'prisoner and put to death. Some of the
nobles of Khorasan, crossing the Oxus at Karki, reached Khorasan.

This disaster occurred in 918/1512. The Uzbeg sulians, flushed
with victory, resolved to subjugate Khorasan. They crossed the Oxus,
and for a while the land of Khorasan was ravaged by the Uzbegs.
When the news reached the Shah, who was in winter quartets at Qom,
he decided on a second expedition to Khorasan. When the royal army
reached Kalpa$, the Shah sent a number of emirs and a detachment of
men in the direction of Tis. The Uzbeg sultans, filled with alarm by the

#See Savory, “Some Notes on the Provincial Administration of the Early Safavid

Empire,” in BSOAS, xxvii/1 (1964), pp. 114-29.
#The third of Ramazin was actually on a Friday.

66

The Battle with Sultan Selim at Calderan

news of the Shah’s approach, withdrew hastily across the Oxus. Once
again, the provinces of Khorasan came under the sway of the officers
of the Shah, who stayed there for some time, He severely punished a
number of emirs who had been guilty of treason and cowardice at-the
battle of Gojdovan; he vented his wrath particularly on Dada Beg
Tales, the governor of Marv, who was forced to wear a woman’s veil.
A number of seditious persons, who during the Shah’s absence from
Khorasan had shown signs of being partisans of the Uzbegs and had
persecuted and inflicted harm on Shi‘ites,’® were consumed in the fire of
the Shah’s wrath. The whole province was swept clean of the dross and
rubbish of contumacious people, and the Shah, having placed the
government of the province of Khorasan in the capable hands of Zeynal
Khan Samlua, returned home.

The Battle of Calderan™ between Shah Esma‘il and the
Ottoman Sultan, Selim

In the year 920/1514, when Shah Esma‘il was enjoying himself in
his summer quarters at Hamadan and in the pleasant retreats in that
district, a report was spread abroad that Selim, the Ouoman sultan,
was advancing on Iran., We must go back briefly to explain the back-
ground to this invasion.

Sultan Bayazid, who was ruler of the Otoman empire at the time
when Esma‘il emerged from Gilin to make his bid for power, had al-
ways observed the protocol necessary for a policy of close friendship
and alliance, and the two powets had followed the path of entente. In
917/1511, however, Sultan Sellm rebelled against his father and civil
war broke out. The army leaders, and particularly the Janissary corps,
banded together and put Sultan Selim.on the throne and deprived
Bayazid of all power. Bayazid; falling sick through grief at this turn of
events, died in 918/1512, and Sultan Selim inherited the throne and
the crown.

Sultan Ahmad b. Sultan Bayazid, who was in Anatolia at the time of
his father's death, had the kotba pronounced in his own name, but the
emirs and: the viziers lured him by means of a ruse to Istanbul, where
they put him to death. They then dispatched an army against his son
Sultan Morad who, fearful of the troops of his paternal uncle, fled to

""Mapy Shi‘ites had been put to death at Herat by Timar Sultan (See Savory, Con-
solidation, p. 81).
NIn the province of Azerbaijan, northwest of Koy.
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Esma‘il and entered his service at Isfahan, where he was received . with
favor. Shortly afterwards, however, Sultan Morad died. Sultan Selim
suspected Shah Esma‘il of supporting Sultan Morad. Furthermore, he
was angered by the activities of Nar Al Kalifa Riamlii, the governor
of Arzenjan. Nar Alf, fighting side by side with Sultan Morad, had de-
feated Senan Pasha with heavy losses, the Pasha himself being killed.
Sultan Selim therefore bore a grudge against Shah Esma'il which
blossomed into open hostility. Disputes over various forts in DIar
Bakr added fuel to the flames, and gradually, for a variety of reasons,
the causes of war between the two sides increased.

Finally, in 920/1514, Selim marched on Azerbaijan with a huge
army. He sent a letter to Shah Esma'il, telling him of his approach.
Esma‘il had moved from Isfahan to his summer quarters at Hamadan
without any thought of war and conflict with the Ottomans. Informed
of the Ottoman sultan’s inopportune arrival, he did not pause to
mobilize the armies of Iran; impetuously, with such troops as he had
with him, he hastened to meet the enemy. On Wednesday, 2 Rajab
920/23 August 1514, in the plain of Calderan, a district of Koy, he
drew up his twenty thousand men in their battle stations, facing the
overwhelmingly superior forces of the Ottomans.”

The Ottoman;; as was their usual practice, constructed a barricade
of gun carriages and chains in front and behind their forces. Twelve
thousand Janissaries, armed with muskets, were stationed under the
cover of the gun carriages. Sultan Sellm, having constructed this
strong center of firepower as his main defense, saw to the dispositon
of the center and the wings. On the Safavid side, Khan Mohammad
Ostajla, who had just arrived from Diar Bakr with his seasoned troops,
counseled against a frontal attack because of the strength of the Otto-
man artillery. “We must,” he said, “give battle to them when they are
on the move.” Darmii Khan, however, with arrogant pride in his own
bravery, did not accept this advice, and the Shah said: “I am not a
caravan-thief. Whatever is decreed by God, will occur.” And Khan Mo-
hammad fell silent.

Shah Esma‘il stationed Khan Mohammad in the van of the Safavid
army, supported by Sari Plra qurcthast Ostajla, the brother of
Manta$a Sultan. On the right wing, he stationed several of the great
emirs, including Darmis Kan 5amlo, Nir Ali Kalifa Ramld, Kolafa
Beg, Hoseyn Beg Lala, and Kalil Solian Zu'l-Qadar. On the left, he

2Gee Savory, Consolidation, p. 87.
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placed the Ostajla khans and'sultans, the sons of Baba Elyas Cansla,
and others. Esma‘il himself was in command of the Safavid center.
Seyyed Mohammad Kamiina, who was enrolled in the ranks of the
emirs, Mir Abd al-Baqi the vizier,” and Mir Seyyed Sarif the. sadr,
were stationed in the center with the Shah, The warriors on both sides
leapt to the attack, and the battle was soon raging furiously.

According to the Jahan-drd, and this is confirmed by general report,
Shah Esma‘il, while his troops were taking up their stations for battle,
went off to hunt quail, and returned to the battlefield after the fighting
had started. A certain Malqod-ogla,™ a renowned Ottoman warrior and
one of the champions of the age, was stationed in the Ottoman van. He
was constantly boasting to the other Qttoman nobles that there was no
one in the enemy ranks worthy of giving battle to him except the Shah
himself. In the course of the batile, that vile, evil man girded himself
to engage in combat with the Shah, With a group of intrepid Ottoman
watriors, he reached the Safavid center and challenged the Shah to
single combat. Although that base fellow, whose life was forfeit, was
not an opponent of sufficient caliber to merit the attention of such a
powerful monarch, or to justify his going out to meet him in combat,
nevertheless Shah Esma‘il, impelled by his sense of honor, galloped
out to meet him, against the advice of the loyal emirs and without the
assistance of any of his men. Armed with his Heydart sword, which re-
sembled the famous blade Zu’l-Faqar,” he charged at that ill-fated
fellow with such fury and hostility that the latter was bereft of his
senses by the violence of the Shah’s assault. He remained paralyzed
with fear, incapable of movement, and the Shah struck him a blow that
cleft both chain mail and steel breastplate, and hurled his vile corpse to
the ground. A shout went up {rom both armies, and the cherubim sang
their praises ol the Shah’s strength and power.

Then the two armies hurled themselves at each other, and the air
was darkened by the clouds of dust. Shah Esma‘il entered that fright-
ful field in person, supervising the course of the battle and performing
deeds of valor surpassing those of Sam and Esfandiar.’ It is a matter
of record among the Ottomans that the Shah several times forced his

“This is a mistake. Mir Abd al-Bagl was not the vizier, but the gadr, and MIr Seyyed
Sarif was a former sadr.

"The Malgod-ola family was descended from a Greek renegade named Malco. By
about 1537 there was only one representative of the family left, and he was a sanjaq-bey
in Greece (information courtesy of G. M. Metedith-Owens).

The sword of All.

%Two heroes of the Iranian national epic, the $#h-ndma. S3m was the grandfather of the
renowned Rostam, and Eslandiar was # legendary king of Iran.
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horse right up to the gun carriages and the barricade, and with blows
of his sword severed the chains linking the gun carriages. When the
gezelbas warriors reached the gun carriages, they hacked to pieces
with their swords about three hundred Janissaries who were stationed
behind the carriages. However, the Janissaries and artillerymen bent
themselves to their task, and the volume of fire from the heavy ar-
tillery, light cannon (Zarbzan), and muskets was such that smoke
blotted out the brightness of the day. Large numbers of gezelbas who
had flung themselves fearlessly into that maelstrom were cut down by
musket fire. Khan Mohammad Ostajla, who was in the forefront of the
Safavid army, was struck by a cannonbalt and killed, along with a con-
siderable number of the Ostajla contingent.

When the Ouomans realized that the Shah was no longer present
in the Safavid center, they directed their fiercest attacks and their
heaviest fire against the center, which was thrown into confusion by
the Ottoman artillery and light cannon. Seyyed Mohammad Kamiina,
Mir ‘Abd al-Baqi, and Mir Seyyed Sarif the sadr,”” who were in the
Safavid center, were all killed. Of the great emirs, the following lost
their lives: Sari Pira qurlibdst Ostajla; Hoseyn Beg Lala; Khan
Mohammad Ostajla; the sons of Baba Elyas Cansla; and a number of
others. In addition, Sultan Al Afiar, mistaken for the Shah, was
taken prisoner and led before Sultan Selim. When he revealed his real

name, he was put to death on the spot,

When Shah Esma‘il recognized the Ottoman superiority in numbers
and saw the confusion in the Safavid ranks and the destruction of the
center, he commanded that the war trumpets be sounded. Three hun-
dred men rallied to his standard. At the pressing insistence and urgent
entreafy of his loyal companions, the Shah was forced to abandon the
field. As he did so, he and his companions clashed with the troop of
Ottomans which had shattered the Safavid center and was returning
to its own lines. The Shah broke through their ranks and continued on
his way. En toute, his horse sank into a bog, whereupon.ljxeir Aga
Ostajla brought up his own horse and mounted the Shah on it. He then
extracted the Shah's horse from the bog and followed on behind, later
to be received by the Shah at Darjozin.™

Thus the Shah, with-a small band of his close compaqions, Te-
treated from the field of Calderan, and reached Darjozin. His intention

77See above, note 73,
18Persice Dargozin, situated north of Hamadan.
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was to mobilize his forces and to give battle to the Qttomans, this time
from a position of strength. Sultan Selim, in order to glory in his
triumph, entered Tabriz,” but did not occupy the city for more than five
or six days. As he had a healthy respect for the fighting qualities of the
qezelbas and for the Shah’s impetuosity and personal bravery, he re-
gretted his boldness and audacity in advancing as far as Tabriz, and
decided that it would be more prudent to withdraw and retire to Otto-
man territory.

According 10 verbal reports and popular accounts, the casualties at
Calderan were heavy. But Hasan Beg Ramla®?, the historian, states that
according to most reliable accounts, five thousand men were killed, of
whom three thousand were Ottomans and two thousand gezelbas, and
that the total casualties did not exceed this number.#! When the news of
the Ottoman withdrawal reached Darjozin, the Shah marched jauntily
back to his capital, Tabriz, and devoted himself to repairing the
damage caused by the passage of the Ottoman army in that area.

After his victory at Calderan, Sultan Selim marched to Arzenjan
and laid siege to the fortress of Kak, which had been entrusted to Div
Sollan Varsaq. Div Sultan had gone to join the Shah and had left the
fort in the charge of his brother, Yasof Sultan, and three hundred
Varsdq gazis. Sultan Selim sent a message to the garrison, offering
them quarter and calling on them to join his colors. The gazis replied,
“Just because our spiritual director and master has suffered a slight
setback in battle, we are not prepared to renounce our obligation to
support him and to exchange disloyalty for fidelity. As long as there is
breath in our bodies, we shall fight the enemies of the Shah.” The
Ouomans then assaulted the castle, and stormed it. The gazis re-
treated 1o the Masjed-e Jame’. Since the situation was desperate,
they drew their-swords and, holding their shields above their heads,
made a sally into the Ottoran ranks. All died fighting. Sultan Selim
occupied the fort, and then marched against Ala al-Dowla. He then
annexed the province of Diar Bakr, as will be described below. After

that, no further hostile act was committed by Sultan Selim against the
Safavids.

Without doubt God, in His most excellent wisdom, had decreed that

"The chief city of the province of Azerbaijan and at that time the capital of Iran.
®Author of the Ahsan al-Tavdrik, an important 16th-century Safavid chronicle. The
author was himself a gezelbas officer.

¥Hasan-e Rimla's figures seem low; for other sets of figures, see Savory, Consolidation,
p. 90.
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Shah Esma‘il should suffer a reverse at the battle of Cilderan, for
had he been victorious in this battle too, there would have been a
danger that the belief and faith of the unsophisticated gezelbas in the
authority of the Shah would have reached such heights that their feet
might have strayed from the straight path of religious faith and belief,
and they might have fallen into serious error.®?

After the battle of Calderan, the governorship of Diar Bakr was
given to Qara Khan, the brother of Khan Mohammad Ostajla, and
Qara Khan took up residence at Mardin. But the inhabitants of the
city of Amed, also known as Qara Hamid, broke their allegiance to
the Safavids, called in the Ottomans, and handed over the city to them.
Qara Khan, marching from Mardin, gave battle to an Owoman army
of five thousand men and defeated them, with most of the Ottoman
force being wiped out. When Qara Khan reached Amed, he found the
inhabitants in league with the Ottomans, and despaired of capturing
the fort there. The city therefore remained in Ottoman hands, while
the Safavids retained control of the rest of the province.

However, in 922/1516-17, the second year of Qara Khan's gov-
ernorship, the Ottomans sent twenty thousand infantry and cavalry to
Diar Bakr. Qara Khan, together with Darmid Khan Qajar, engaged
the Ottoman army at Olang-e Qoriiq near Mardin, and again defeated
the Outomans. But, while pursuing the enemy, he was struck by a stray
bullet and fell dead from his horse. At this mischance, the qezelbas
scattered in all directions, and thé Ottomans were able 1o convert total
defeat into victory. Reinforcements arrived from Turkey, the Ottomans
annexed the province of Diar Bakr, and gezelbad influence dis-
appeared from that region. When the Shah received the news of the
first Ottoman incursion, he delegated a force to go to the assistance ol
Qara Khan, but on receiving the report of the latter's death, he can-
celed the order.®

After Calderin, the Shah, despite his preoccupation with essential
matters of state, devoted himself night and day to making plans for a
blockade and an invasion of Ottoman territory. In the year 926/1520,
however, Sultan Selim died, and his son Sultan Siilayman succeeded
him. Since no signs of hostility were observed on the part of the new

#2For details of the extent to which the gezelbas already worshipped Shah Esma'il asa
semi-divine being, see Savory, Consolidation, pp. 91f. (N.B.: At this point we return to
the printed text after a lengthy lacuna.)

8The first indication of the change wrought in Shah Esma'il by his defeat at Calderan

(see Savory, Consolidation, pp. 911f).
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sultan, the ‘olama did not consider it legitimate to launch an expedition
against territory forming part of the Islamic world (dar al-eslam) in the
absence of some hostile move on the part of the enemy.#* On the con-
trary, Sultan Siilayman, in the early years of his reign, led his armies
against Russia and Europe, and was engaged in plundering raids and
holy war against the infidel. This aroused in the Shah also a desire to
plunder infidel lands, and accordingly, for several years, he sent his
forces against the Georgians, seeking the rewards of pillage, while he
himself devoted his time (0 merrymaking and life at court.®

About this time, Shah Esma‘il decided to appoint one of the royal
princes to the governorship of Khorasan, and to dispatch him to that
province. Initially, he selected his eldest son, Tahmasp Mirz3,* who was
already showing signs of ability to rule, and sent’him to Khorasan
with Emir Khan Mowsella as his lala%”—the latter having actual ad-
ministrative authority in his hands. After a while, Tahmasp Mirza was
recalled by the Shah and replaced by Sam Mirza, with Dormii Khan
as his lala.®® During the remaining years of Shah Esma’‘il’s reign, the
province of Khorasan was peaceful and secure.

In 926/1519-20, Shaikh Shah, the ruler of 3irvin, came to court
and made a present to the Shah of all he possessed, and wished to be
considered as one of the Shah’s loyal servants. In addition, his
daughter, who had been chastely reared in the royal house of Sirvan,
became one of the virtuous inmates of Shah Esma‘il’s harem. In con-
sideration of these services to the Shah, the position of ruler of 51rvan
was again granted to him.

- I‘n the year 930/1524, death, the destroyer of earthly delights,
visited Shah Esma’il, as he entered upon his thirty-eighth year of life.?

a‘S‘urerly Eskandar Mon31 does not expect us 1o believe thisl The argument is entirely
specious. In the first place, there is no evidence that Shah Esma'il was planning a re-
tallalo.r?' expf_:ditit_:m against Ottoman temritory; indeed, all the evidence points in the
opposition direction (see Savory, Consolidation, pp. 93H). Secondly, the ‘olamd had
never before been so scrupulous about the turning of Safavid arms against fellow Mus-
lims, Third, one must remember that, at this early period in the history of the Safavid
state, the religious institution was still subordinate 1o the political institution, the head
of which was the Shah, and it is highly improbable that Shah Esma'il, had he really in-
tended to invade the Ottoman Empire, would have been deflected from his purpose by
the opinions of the ‘olama,

SAfter Calderan, Shah Esma'il never again led his troops into action in person,

#Born in 919/1520. He was sent to Khorasan in 922/1516.

#Guardian, mentor.

®In 927/1621.

#This is, of course, according to the lunar calendar, Shah Esma'il was born in 89271487,
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He died at a place called Manquiay, near Sarab,* and was buried in the
holy mausoleum of Shaikh $afi at Ardabil: Various c'hronograms
give the date of his death. These include: “May his resting place be
peacefull”; “‘Defender of the Faith”; and “the Shadow of God upon
earth.”

Shah Esma‘il left four sons, all of them infants; Tahmasp Mirzi;
Bahrim Mirza (the mother of both of these princes was the daughter
of one of the Mowsella Turkman emirs); Algas Mirza; and Sam Mirza
(born of different mothers). There is no point in listing the names of
the daughters of Shah Esma‘il. The Shah had an excellent na.lural
talent for poetry, but most of his poems were composed in Turkish,%
under the pen name of Kata'l. Because he was a contemporary of Sul-
tan Selim, Mowlind Omidi composed the following occasional
verse, wiich alludes 1o this:

Destiny, in the celestial workshop,
Fashioned both Selim and Kala’i.

98arib is a district near Tabriz.
9141l three chronograms give the correct date: 930/1524.

92[n the Agarl dialect of Turkish,
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The Life and Times of Shah Tahmasp (God’s
Mercy and Benediction Be upon Him!)

Of the sons of Shah Esma‘il, Tahmasp, his eldest son, was most fit
o succeed him on the throne of Kosrow and Key-Qobad. Tahmasp
was born on Wednesday, 26 Zu'l-Hejja 919/22 February 1514, in the
borough of Sahabad, in the district of Isfahan. Those whose business it
was to forecast events considered the fact that Tahmasp was born in a
place called 5ahabad, “the king’s abode,”” a happy augury, [oretelling
his kingship and imperial rule. The astrologers, who understood the
subtleties of the astrolabe, predicted on the basis of his horoscope that
he would soon grace the throne of Kosrow, and that his reign would il-
lumine the earth. The divinely inspired chronogram of his birth is “The
world-illumining sun.’

During the reign of Shah Esma‘il, Tahmasp, while still an infant,
was elevated above his other brothers by being appointed governor of
Khorasan, and he grew up in the city of Herat.? When his lale, Emir
Khan Mowsell, was guilty of conduct displeasing to the Shah and was
dismissed from his post, Tahmasp returned to court and remained at
his father’s side. From an early age his conduct portended his future
kingship and imperial rule, and his brow shone with the light of his
future status as the Shadow of God upon Earth.® After his father’s
death, Tahmasp was invested with the authority and attributes of
kingship. In his eleventh year* he ascended the throne in accordance
with the Koranic prescription: “God commands you to make over what
is held in trust to those who are entitled to it."*

Tahmasp ascended the throne on Monday, 19 Rajab in the Year of
the Monkey, corresponding to the year 930 of the Muslim calendar
(1524), and the divinely inspired chronogram for this event is “He took
the place of his father.” Because of his deep faith and sincere belief in
All, Tahmasp used to call himself “the servant of Al1”; and by a

'This chronogram gives the correct date, 91971514,

*Herat, now in Alghanistan, was formerly Persian territory. In 1856 Naser al-Din
Shah, by the terms of the Treaty of Paris, was forced to renounce all claim to it. In Safa-
vid times, Herat was the capital of the province of Khorasan.

3The Shah was the living emanation of the godhead, the Shadow of God upon earth.
Since he had divine sanction for his authority, his rule was necessarily absolute.

tHe was 10 1/2 vears old.

*Koran: 4:59.
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