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ENDNOTES

1. The Latin title is “Canticles,” from the Vulgate, canticum canticorunt.

2. The Hebrew syntax is not as clear as the English. The m:%;: reader may not see such
flexibility in this phrase, but the Hebrew does allow for a <E.%o&. of uses. ]

3. Garrett argues that the similar formal elements and E.nEQ motifs _uog@a.: the Song
of Songs and extant Egyptian love poetry supports “that the biblical work was written by
someone who was familiar with Egyptian poetry and who lived s&g the motifs common to
both collections were current and appreciated.” Since wo_o:mo:._:ﬁ.:.wa the daughter of an
Egyptian Pharaoh, he had the background to know about z:m kind of @oo:.v\w See Duane A.
QM:.EF Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs, NAC (Nashville: B&H, E.ouv. 350.

4. Mark Rooker, “The Book of the Song of Songs,” in Eugene @Q.::, Mark Rooker, and
Michael Grisanti, The World and the Word (Nashville: B&H, 201 1), .u.ﬁ. ) .

5. For examples of allegorical excess, see John Gill, >:.m>..t35e: of the Song c..\J o
Solomon (1724: repr.; London: Longmans, 1854), 211-13. Gill interprets Em U.:m:v.\ black head
of the bridegroom as the headship of Christ over the church and the locks of his hair as the

itude of believers. .
_::::MWWNM.HMNE L. Geisler, A Popular Survey of the Old Testament (Grand Rupids: Baker,

2 225-27. B L
xccﬁq\\. Although Bible translations often attribute the final portion of 5:1 to the “friends™ of
the bride (“Eat, O friends. and drink; drink your fill. O _c,‘wn_.m: ZFJ. some have E,m:o.n_ EE ,
the speaker was God Himsell. celebrating the consummation of the marriage and approv ing c._
itas "good.” See Danicl J. Estes, Hundbook on the Wisdom Books and Psalms (Grand Rapids:
Saker, 2005). 421.

v;_?.ww%%nu_wm Deere. “Song of Songs.” BKC (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985). 1024,

MAJOR PROPHETS

‘H._:o Major Prophets in the English Bible include the books of Lsaiah, Jeremiah,
Ezekiel, Daniel, and Jeremiah’s poetic Lamentations. They are generally designated as
“major” because of their length and prominence in the history of God’s revelation to
Israel and the nations. [saiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel were preaching prophets as well
as writing prophets, whereas Daniel was an administrator who received divine revelu-
tions from God. He interpreted the dreams of others and recorded his own visions of the
future, 50 it is not surprising that he was recognized as a prophet by Jesus (Matt 24:153).

The Hebrew prophets spoke for God. They wrote the books of history (“Former
Prophets™) and the books of prophecy (“Latter Prophets”) in the Old Testament. The
prophetic books of history are foliowed in the Hebrew Bible by the prophetic books of
preaching and prediction. The (two categories of prophetic books form a unit in the mid-
dle of the Hebrew Scriptures under the common term “prophets” (Hebrew, nebi ' im)

THE PROPHETIC OFFICE

The Hebrew term nabi’ itself designates the prophet us & spokesman for God

The twofold aspect of the prophet’s ministry included declaring God’s message for
people of their day and foretelling God’s actions in the future. Thus, the prophet was
atso called a “seer” (Hebrew. ro°el) because he could see future events betore they
happened.

The Bible depicts the prophet as one who was admitted into the divine council
chambers where God “reveals His secret™ (Amos 3:7 NASB). The Hebrew text of
[ Sam 9:15 pictures God “uncovering the ewr” of the prophet (see KIV). By the pro-
cess of divine inspiration, God revealed what was hidden (2 Sam 7:27) so the prophet
perceived what the Lord said (Ger 23:18). This communion with God was essential for
God's truth 1o be reveuded by the process of prophetic inspiratic

Lord wus communicated 1 the prop
with poweriul conviction and precise accuracy.
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The Hebrew Prophets in History
(9th-5th century sc)
Elijah 875-830 Tishbe 1Kg 17:1-2Kg 2:18 Yahweh, not Baal, is God 1Kg 18:21
854 Samaria 1Kg 22; 2Ch 18 Judgment on Ahab; proof of prophecy  1Kg 22:28
855-800 Abel Meholah 1Kg 19:15-21; 2Kg 2-9: 13 God’s miraculous power 2¥g 5:15
786-746 Gath Hepher 2Kg 14:25; Jonah God's universal concern Jnh 4:11
Hosea 786-T4é Israel Hosea God's unquenchable love Hs 11:8-9
Atmos 760-750 Tekoa Amos God’s call for justice and Am 5:24
righteousness
Isaiah 7405-698 Jerusalem 2Kg 19-20; Isaiah Hope through repentance and Is 1:18; 53:4-6
suffering
Micah 735-710 Moresheth Gath/ Jr 26:18; Micah Call for humble mercy and justice Mc 6:8
Jerusalem
Oded 733 Samaria 2Ch 28:9-11 Do not go beyond God's command 2Ch 28:9
Q
Nahum 686-612 Elkosh Nahum God's jealousy protects His people Nah 1:2-3
Zephaniah 640-621 ? Zephaniah Hope for the hurnble and righteous Zph 2.3
Zephaniah 4
Jerermiah 626-584 Anathoth/ 2Ch 36:12; Jeremiah Faithful prophet points to new Jr31:33-34
Jerusalem covenant
Huldah {the 621 Serusalem 2Ky 22; 2Ch 34 God's hook is accurate 2Kg 22:16
prophetess)
Habakkuk 608-598 ? Habakkuk God calls for faithfulness Hab 2:4
Ezekiel 593-571 Babyton Ezekiel Future hope for new community of Ezk 37:12-13
o i worship
Sbatiah 380 Jerusalem Obadiah Doom on Edom io bring God's Ob 21
- kingdom
Juet 53%-531 Jerusalem Joel Call to repent and experience God's J12:28-29
* Spirit
5o 520 Jerusaien 16 The prisrity of God's acuse Fg 2:8-5
55001 2 asdie
] Zch 149
520- J lem Ezr §:i; 6:14; Zechanah Faithfulness will lead to God's
Zecharieh 520-514 erusaleim aithfuiness v
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of Judah, and also seeing far into the future to explain God’s plans for His people in the
last days.

THE PROPHETIC MINISTRY

The Hebrew term nabi’ identifies the prophet as a preacher or proclaimer of God’s
word, as does the Greek term prophetes. Biblical prophets were both preachers of truth
and predictors of the future. Prophecy has its roots in histery, but it also extends into the
future. In other words, the nature of predictive prophecy arises out of the prophet’s histori-
cal context as the revelation of God points him toward the future as well as the present.
Thus, the prophets speak both to their own generation and to future generations as preach-
ers and predictors.

The Old Testament prophets spoke for God. They believed they were sent by God
with a specific message. Whereas the priests represented the people to God, the prophets
picsented God to the people. Thus, the prophets spoke with divine authority and divine
enabling. Prophets were called by God, accountable to God, and empowered by God. The
people of Israel acknowledged them as “holy men of God” who spoke the word of God
(2 Pet 1:21).

PROPHETIC LANGUAGE

The prophets delivered their messages in three basic ways: verbally, in writing, and
through symbolic acts. They preached it, wrote it, or demonstrated it. Their verbal declara-
tions were “the word of the Lord” (Hebrew. debhar Yahweh).
ration of these declarations were presumed by their nature. God said to Amos (7: 1416
NASB), = "Go prophesy to My people . . " Now heur the word of the Lorp,

Writien prophecies were especially poignant because they often cmpioyed the
Hebrew verbal form known as the prophetic perfect. The prophets used this form of
speech to describe future events as though they were already happening. bringing the
listener or reader into a direct experience with the full impact of their predictions.

The divine origin and inspi-

PROPHETIC PREDICTIONS

One of the most unique features of the true Old Testament prophets was their ability
to predict future events with perfect accuracy. God Himselt predicted Isracl’s bondage
m Egypt and 7:_55:2: deliverance (Gen 135:13-18). Moses U_.?:ZQ_ the Israelites” suc-
cessful conquest of the Promised Land under Joshua (Deat 31:23). Samue! pre

fatlure of Saul’s dynasty (1 Sam 15:28). Nathan pre »:Cﬁ_ :F consequences :_,U

and its effects on mily 2 Sam 12
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already having come to pass.

PROPHETIC PATTERN
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MAJOR PROPHETS .

the Assyrians in 722 BC. The northern tribes were scattered and repl
scitlements in the hills of Galilee and Samaria.

By contrast, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel lived during the last days of Judah,
the southern kingdom, and witnessed the fall of Jerusalem to the Babylonians in 605
BC (Daniel), 597 BC (Ezekiel), and 586 BC (Jeremiah). Within their lifetimes their
beloved Jerusalem was conquered, Solomon’s temple was destroyed, the royal line of
the “house of David” was removed, and the Jews were deported to Babylon.

aced by Assyrian

MESSAGE OF THE MA]OR PROPHETS

The English Bible includes five books of the Major Prophets. Among these, Isaiah
and Jeremiah are the longest. They emphasize the preaching of these two great proph-
ets of Judah. Ezekiel and Daniel both include apocalyptic visions of Israel’s future and
provide hope to the Jewish exiles that God is still on the throne.

* Isaiah: God Is with Us

° Jeremiah: The Babylonians Are Coming
* Lamentations: Jerusalem I Burning

* Ezekiel: The Glory Will Return

°  Daniel: The Messiah Will Come

The messages of the Major Prophets remind us that God holds all nations account-
able for their behavior and policies. He alone is the One Who sets up and takes down
Kings (Dan 4:17). He is the sovereign Lord of the universe before whoin th
but “a drop in a bucket” (Isa 40:15). But He is also the God who gi
the most dittcult times of our lives (Jer 29:| 1)

¢ NAUoONS are
ves us hope even in
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God Is with Us
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court and gave advice on personal matters and foreign affairs to the kin gs of Judah (Isa
7:3-4:37:5-7;:38:1-8; cf. 2 Kings 19-20). Isaiah was married (o a prophetess (Isa 8:1)
and had at least two children, Shear-Jashub ("A Remnant Shall Return”) and Maher-
Shalal-Hash-Baz (“Swift to the Plunder, Swift to the Spoil”). The names of these two
sons served as prophetic “signs” illustrating and conifirming Isaiah’s message (Isa
8:18). Tradition (The Ascension of Isaiah) states that the wicked kin
Isaiah in a hollow log and sawed it in half, and Heb 11:37 perh
this event.

& Manasseh placed
aps makes reference (o

BACKGROUND

Isaiah ministered in Judah c. 740-636 BC, during a time of great national crisis.
The Lord commissioned Isaiah as a prophet in'the year of King Uzzial's death atter
a long and effective reign that brought prosperity and stability to Judah. Isajah sub-
sequently served during the rei gns of four kings in Judah—Jotham (750-735 BO),
Ahaz (735-715 BC), Hezekiah (715-686 BC), and Manasseh (686-042 BC). Assyria
became a major threat 1o Tsrael and Judah as they lool

ked to expand their cmpire wesi-
ward under the vigorous leadership of Tiglath-pileser III (745-727 BC). After sev-
eral decades of decline and internal problems. the Assyrians ey
empire that extended from present-day Iran in the east to Egyp
Fertile Crescent.

entually established an
tin the west across the

Pekah of Israel and Rezin of Damascus (Aram) formed an alliance in an atlempt
(6 resist Assyrian control over Syria-lsrael, bur when Ahaz king of Judah refused to

Join their coalition. the Syro-Ephraimite War erupted in 734-732 BC (cf, 2 Kings

16: Isaiah 7-8). Pekah and Rezin invaded Judah aud marched on Jerusalem, hoping to
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replace Ahaz with a ruler supportive of their coalition. Isaiah counseled Ahaz to trust
in the Lord and assured the king the attack on him by Pekah and Rezin would not suc-
ceed. Rather than trusting the Lord, Ahaz appealed to Assyria for assistance and paid
off Tiglath-pileser to defeat Judah’s enemies. The Assyrians destroyed Damascus and
decimated Israel as well. Israel and its capital city of Samaria fell to the Assyrians in
722 BC (2 Kings 17). The Assyrians took the people into exile and turned the land of
Isracl into an Assyrian province.

Judah became an Assyrian vassal during the reign of Ahaz, but Hezekiah
rejected his father’s pro-Assyrian policies and rebelled against Assyria. The Assyrian
response was severe, as Sennacherib invaded in 701 BC and captured 46 cities in
Judah, Jerusalem was spared when the Lord destroyed the Assyrian army surrounding
the city in response to the faith of Hezekiah who prayed for the Lord to deliver the
city (2 Kings 18-19: Isaiah 36-37). Having avoided disaster from Assyria, Isaiah next
warned Judah of a more fearful invasion in the future from the Babylonians.

AUTHORSHIP
The book of Is

saiah presents itself as the “vision™ of the eighth-century prophet
oy that name (Isa I:1: ¢f. 2:1: [3:1: 20:2 (or specific oracles also altributed o Isaiah).
and the traditional view is that Isaiah composed the book ¢. 700 BC. Critical scholar-
ship has argued for multiple authorship of the book and has viewed chapters 40-66
as coming after the time of Isaiah. They propose an unnamed exilic writer referred
to as Second Isaiah (Deutero-Isaiah) who composed chapters 40-55 and a postexilic
writer referred to as Third Isaiah (Trito-Isaiah) who composed chapters 36-66. More
contemporary critical scholarship has moved beyond the three-author view but contin-
tes to view the composition of the book as oceurring over several centuries from the
eighth through the fifth centuries BC. A few evangelical scholars have adopted views
on the formation of Isaiah that accommodate multiple authorship. extensive editoric
m. and the growth and development of the book over a Ic

mng period of time.

Critical scholarship argues tor o fater date for Isaiah 40—66 because of the shift to
4 more poetic. theoretical, and conciliatory tone plus an exilic perspective retlected
in these chapters. The writer(s) identifies Babylon as the place people must fiec
{(48:20) und rellcets fa
They suggest that
Bahvion (47:1-3

miliarity with the destruction of the temple (63:18: 64:10-
¢ prophet refers to the return from exile (40:9~11) and the f;
Feven identifies Cyrus the Persi

aras the raier whose co

ophecies are

HICHT €8 o
Giod declares
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Spirit. Long-range prophecies occur elsewhere in the Old Testament.
These include the rise of Josiah in 1 Kgs 13: -2, the details concerning the rise of the
four world empires and the working out of the 70 sevens in Daniel 7-11, and the future
rebuilding of the temple in Ezekiel 40—48. If one can accept Isaiah’s ability to proph-
esy concerning the future Messiah 700 years in advance (Isaiah 53), then there 1$ no
ability to prophesy concerning Cyrus 130 years ahead of time.
everal unifying factors in the whole of

of the Holy

reason to doubt Isaiah’s

Conservative scholars have pointed out s
[saiah. The use of the title “Holy One of Tsrael” appears equally in both “halves” of
the book. Jesus quoted from both “halves” attributing both to Isaiah the prophet (John
12:38-40; Luke 4:17-21). Several scholars have pointed out that references to veg-
etation (plants and trees) and geography (locations and topography) in chaps. 40-60
reflect a Judean, not Babylonian, Jewish author. The reference to enemies at war with
Israel in 41:10-13 argues against an exilic setting because Israel experienced no wars
while they were in exile. Smith comments on several linguistic connections between
chap. 1 and chaps. 65-66." Some of these include:

Heaven and Earth 1:2 65:17: 66:1,22
| Have No Pleasure 1:11 66:4

Seek 1:12 65:1

Hear the Word of the Lord ~ 1:11 66:5

The Woman Zion 1:21,26 66:7-13

You Have Chosen 1.29 664
Eire Not Quenched 1:31 66:24

raues lor a single author who bolh spoke and wrote his words und then

Motyer a
is no external, manuscriptal

cdited them 1o pass on o his disciples.’ He argues: “There
1e for three supposcd div

s of Tsajah.”

authority for the separate existence at any tin
“The whole book is a huge mosaic in which totally pre-exilic material
i, exilic. posi-exitic and eschatological purposes.” n other
I himselt. spoke of events that would happen in the imimedi-
¢ (deliveraiice front Assyria). the distant Tuture (Babylonian captivity ), the
One). and the eschatological future (new heavens and

He concludes:
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to passages critical scholars attribute to Second and Third Is
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Mﬂomymo_mm Against Judah (isaiah 1-6)
- Coming Judgment and Blessing (Isai
B. ﬂm.___ of the Prophet (isaiah 4) g llsian -9
il WoBr_mm of Immanuel (Isaiah 7-12)

rophecies Against the Nations {lsaiah 1

he: 3-23)

Pmﬂ_g_ojm of Judgment and Blessing (Isaiah 24-27)
Wm:_o:m Woes (Isaiah 28-33)

romise of Destruction and Triumpt i

) a{ -

Prayers Aoﬂ Deliverance (Isaiah w@tbwovA e 3433
Prophetic Consolation {Isaiah 40-66)
A. The ,_uwoﬁémm of Peace (Isaiah 40-48)
B. Provision of Peace (Isaiah 49-57)
C. Program of Peace (Isaiah 58-66)

MESSAGE
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in abbreviated form the message of Isaiah as a whole—the Lord will send a purging
judgment against His sinful people, producing a righteous remnant that will enjoy the
future blessings of salvation and restoration. Standing over this section and the entire
book is Isaiah’s vision of the holiness of the Loxd in chap. 6. Tsaiah recognized both
his own sinfulness and that of his people and accepted his commission to become the
Lord’s messenger of judgment until the cities of Isracl and Judah were ruined and
destroyed. 1t seems strange that Isaiah’s call as a prophet in Isaiah 6 does not appear
as the opening episode in the book, so there is a question if this is his first call or a
recommissioning to a new phase of ministry. Clearly these early messages in the book
establish the guilt of Israel and Judah that provides the larger context of Isaiab’s vision
(6:5: “1 ... live among a people of unclean lips™). The holiness of the Lord and the
sinfulness of His people stand in stark contrast to each other.

5

A. Coming Judgment and Blessing (Isaiah 1-5)

The opening message 1o Isaiah 1 is both a covenant lawsuit establishing Israel’s
cuilt and a call to repentance exhorting the people o change their sinful ways. As an
anfaithful covenant partner. the Lord’s people were like a rebeltious child deserving

$-21). Consequently the covenant curse of an invading
nd battered (1:3-6). Even Judah’s religious rituals
if they would repent and become both willing and
“Though vour sins are like scarlet, they will be as
d a choice either to obey God and “eat” (akal) the
devoured”™ Ceakal) by the sword

judgment (13-4 cf. Beut 21:1
cnemy army jeft judah bloody «
become an offense to God. Yet,
obedient. they could be forgiven.
white as snow” (1:18). The people ha
best of the tand or to persist in their rebetlion and be
-20).

rmon, fsaiah foresees

in judement (1:19
in the second s

God coming to Zion to teach His ways

all wars in the
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Israel as a dis ient people
rael 1 g.;oc@m_r_: people gave the Lord the exact opposite of what He expectzd in
return for His priceless inve ;
n for His priceless investment. Instead of good grapes Canuvim) they were wortl
g /i), rth-

less wild grapes (be’usi : f

: d grapes (belusim) (5:4). Instead of standing up for doing justice (mishpat)
icy proi = . =0 . ’
Eownw noted “bloodshed” (mishpach); and instead of “righteousness” (tsadagah)
'e was an outery (tse‘agah) of distress b g ioler d oppress ,

wi $$ because of the violence and ressi 5
T a1 OULTY (e ¢ and oppression (5:7).

s at follow announced the Lord’s j
‘ ord’s judgment on the vineyard for i

e woes” llow a g eyar its
many sins. Jesus used similar imagery in Matt 21:33-42 yerd for s

B. Call of the Prophet (Isaiah 6)

In chap. 6 Isaiah recounts his call to
the prophetic ministry undoubtedly many
years prior to this writing, although his
use of imperfect verbs indicates :E,m he is
describing the scene as it happened. He dates
his call from the year that King Uzziah died
(740 BCO). Since Isaiah introduces himself
as prophesying during the reign of Uzziah,
some view this as u reccommissioning o ET
pare him for a difficult ministry in the reign
of Ahaz. The death of king Uzziah smo
left Isaiah concerncd about the future of the
kingdoni. Thus, the viston of Yahweh seated
on the throne of heaven reassured him that
God was still in control of the destiny of His
people. The Hebrew text makes clear that
[saiah saw the Lord (Adonay) seated on the
throne and that it was the Lorp { Yulveh) the
seraphs (“burning ones™) worshipped. 4 his
substantiates that Adonay and Yahweh are
One and the sume. The wriple decluration:
Holy (qadost) rellected the glory (kabod) of
God.

Isaiah’™s  confrontation  with  God
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ii. Promise of Immanuel (Isaiah 7-12)

Ahaz ruled over Judah from 735 to 715 BC. and his refusal to trust in the Lord
during the Syro-Ephraimite crisis early in his reign had disastrous consequences.
in the years 735-732 BC, Syria and Israel formed a military alliance against Assyria
as Tiglath-pileser IIT looked westward to expand his empire. Ahaz wisely refused to
join the coalition, recognizing that resistance to Assyria was doomed to failure. In
retaliation the armies of Syria and Israel marched south, attempting to force Judah to
join their alliance and to replace Ahaz with a king named Tabeel who would support
them as an ally. Isaiah encouraged Ahaz to trust the Lord and assured the king that his
enemies would not succeed (7:4-5). The prophet even encouraged the king to ask the
Lord for a confirming “sign” to strengthen his faith, but the king piously refusced, stat-
ing that he would not put the Lord to the test.

Because of Ahaz’s unbelief, the Lord took the initiative to give a “sign” that por-
tended both salvation and judgment (7:14). The birth of a son named Zmmanuel (“God
with us™) would demonstrate God’s presence with His people and His commitment to
preserve and protect the house of David. Before this child was old enough to know the
diflerence between right and wrong, the kings of Syria and Israel would be destroyed.
However, the child would also serve as a reminder of the foolishness of Ahaz’s unbeliet.
Because Ahaz had appealed to Assyria for military assistance against Syria and Israel
cuther than trusting in the Lord, the Assyrians would eventually invade the land of Judah.

The identity of the promised child in 7: 14 is a source of major controversy. While
soine have suggested it refers to the birth of a child at that time, the extended prophecy
points beyond the immediate context to a divine child who is identified in 9:6 as the
“Mighty God™ Cel gibbor). The ultimate fulfillment of the Immanuel prophecy was the
virgin birth of Jesus Christ, who was literally God incarnate and who would preserve
the line of David forever (Matt 1:21-23 1.7 Smith notes: ~This ruler was not Ahaz’s son

o Isaialvs son. but an unknown future king specifically identified in 9:1-7 in clear

messianic erms.™

armies on the immediate horizon would fail, Isaiah prom-

1

The invasion of foreig
S (8:10). The prophet goes on to predict that ~a great light”
_w verse quoted in Matt 416 and Luke 1:79 in relation to

Im_o«méImm:_wmrﬂ

Believe. Hebrew jnr (‘dman). The immanuel Prophecy (isa 7:10-14) was
prompted by Ahaz's refusal to "believe,” "stand firm," or have "faith” in God.
‘Aman is related to ‘emeth (truth) and ‘emunah (faithfulness). it is the basis of
the English "amen” (Neh 8:6). Passive reflexive forms can mean endure, be
faithful or reliable. Participles imply faithful, trustworthy, assured, or certain.
Causative verbs signify believe, trust, or rely. Isaiah’s challenge to the worried
king to “stand firm in your faith” (7:9) emphasizes the signiticance of true faith
or belief as a confident assurance in God's promises.
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that the Lord had not abandoned His people. The Lord would reverse Israel’s fortunes
by punishing her oppressors (14:1-3). The nations that attacked Israel were like the
raging waters of the sea, but the Lord would drive them away (17: [2—14). When the
Lord restores Israel, He will place a Davidic king on the throne who will seek justice
ighteousness (16:8). For the more immediate future, these oracles were also a

and 1
ainst Isracl’s forming political alliances with these nations that stood under

warning ag
God’s judgment.

The Lord would judge the nations for their excessive pride (13:11,19; 14:11;
16:6; 17:7-11:23:9), which caused them to practice evil and to put their trust in idols,
wealth, and military prowess. The extreme example of pride in this section is the king
of Babylon who boasted that he would ascend into heaven and make himself like the
Most High (14:12-15). Instead, the Lord would bring the king of Babylon down to the
arave, and the kings of the nations he had slain in battle would rejoice when he joined
them in the underworld (14:9-11,15-20). In demonstration of His sovereign power,
the Lord would bring down both Babylon and its false gods (13:9: 21:9-10).

isainh’s oracles against the nations contain two especially surprising elements.
The first surprise element is the inclusion of messages against Israel and Judah in the
context of these oracles dealing with the judgment of their enemies (17:1-11;22:1-14).
I's chosen people would not exenpt them from judgment.

Their special status as the Lord
and in fact it made them more culpable than the pagan nations around them. The second

ment is that tucked within these messages of judgment against the nations
from some of these nations in God’s glo-

surprising
are grand promises of the inclusion of peopie
Aot future kingdom. The Lord as righteous judge would punish the nations for their
or these people (19:19-25).

oins. but He also had a redempiive coneeil

idgment and Blessing (isaiah 24-27)
tion “The Little Apocalypse’” because ol its

us on the )

1y, Predictions ot
Some scholars have called this sec

i

He

sus chapiers

nding Isruel and Judah that were involved in the inter-
i Cisaiah’s thi of tsatah’™s
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Pictures of Christ in Isaiah

M. /_.\_Mﬂ_ﬁjwmwmg_wﬁmwé ) 13. Incarnate God (40:9)
- Ligh ilee (9:1- 14.
3. Divine Child (9:6) WMJmMW ofhe Lo
4. Mighty God (9:6) Joe
: 15. R
5. Wonderful Counselor EMa%mBmﬂ of orac!
9:6) 16. Ligl
. mu. i
6. Prince of Peace {9:6) MMW_‘% of the Gentles
7. Branch of Jesse (11:1) feri
A : 17. Suff
8. Anointed King (11:2) Gcm;mw@m@w.mgmmwé:ﬁ
9. mm;ﬂ:omvﬁ of the Nations 18. Resurrected Lord (53:10)
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Vi. Promise of Destruction and Triumph (Isaiah 34-35)

These two prophecies arc apocalyptic in nature. God will judge all the nations
with cataclysmic catastrophes. The mountains will melt, and the heavens will dissolve
in the Lord’s “day of vengeance” (34:1-10). The “birds of prey” will be gathered by
the Lord to the great day of battle (34:16). The language is similar to the description
of the battle of Armageddon in Rev 16:14-16. After the “day of vengeance,” the desert
will “blossom like a rose” and the people “will sce the glory of the LOrRD” (35:1-2).
The redecmed will walk on the highway of holiness and “come to Zion with singing”
(35:8-10). Thus, this section ends with the promise of triumph in the future.

Vil. Prayers for Deliverance (Isaiah 36-39)

These narratives dealing with the reign of Hezekiah, his passionate prayer, and
the deliverance of Jerusalem from the Assyrian army in 701 BC function as a hinge
for the two halves of the book of Isaiah. The story of Hezekiah’s faith and the deliver-
ance of Jerusalem in chaps. 36=37 provide closure (o the first half of the book as the
iord brings the Assyrian crisis to an end. The Lord used Assyria to punish His people,
it then He will deliver Judab from their enemy. The story of Hezekiah's healing and
the visit of the Babylonian envoys to Jerusalem in chaps. 38-39 introduces the threat
of Babvlonian invasion and exile that will be taken up in the second half of the book
(chaps. 40-66). The Lord’s deliverance of Jerusalem from Assyria olfered assurance
that He was willing and able io deliver His people from the power of any foreign
sation. even from Babylon

Hezekiah’s faith was not perfect. and he often wrned to politic
litary alliances in the midst of threatening circumstances (chaps. 30-31: 39), but in

intrigue and

layed great faith in the Lord as his sole source of security when

the end Hezekiah d
¢ Assyrian army strrounded the city of Jerusalenm in 701 BC. In fact, Hezekiuh is
incomparable faith in 2 Kgs 18:5. The Assyrian military
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The story of Hezekiah’s healing from a life-threatening illness in chap. 38 further
n_w_:c:zﬁ._.ﬁwm the king’s faith and the power of prayer. Emmm_au: @n::o:m.a the ﬁc_.m_
after Isaiah announced that he was going to die from his illness. and the Lord graciously
extended the king’s life for 15 years. The healing of the E:m also _.o:ooﬁwm how m_v
Lord would extend the life of Judah as a nation m:(& not U::au -

d woul , . ‘ g judgment from Babylon
until after the time of Hezekiah. The narrative in Isaiah 39. however, reflects a sig-

nificant lapse in judgment by Hezekiah. The envoys of Merodach-baladan, the king of
Babylon, came to congratulate Hezekiah after his recover y from his _::@fw Eoéaﬁm
Hezekiah failed to take advantage of a significant opportunity to honor the greatness
of the Lord and instead showed off his temple treasures in an attempt to ao%osé. :W

that he was a worthy treaty partner. Isaiah rebuked the king and warned that his acti
would lead the Babylonians to return S
to Jerusalem for these treasures.
Chronologically, the events in
chaps. 38-39 occurred before the
deliverance of Jerusalem narrated
in chaps. 36-37, but these events
were placed at the end of the first
half of the book to lead into the
promise of the return from Babylon
in chaps. 40-66. This arrangement
also reveals thai Hezekiah's prayer
for healing strengthened his faith to
pray for help in light of the greater
s of the inv

ion of Jerusalem.

VHI. Prophetic Consolation
(Isaiah 40-66)

The section of Isaiai from chap. 40 to 66 forms the “Book of Consolation.”
sceond half of the book of Isaiah ¢
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(44:20-45:13), the prophet’s audience is preexilic, and several references in these
chapters predate the exile.!

A. The Promise of Peace (Isaiah 40-48)

Isaiah was called to proclaim the judgment of Israel and Judah in chap. 6, but here
the prophet and the future inhabitants of Jerusalem receive a Rum.éoa call to share
the eschatological news of comfort because their mighty O.oa will come to gather
His people and rule the earth like a shepherd takes care of his sheep @o;.L 1). The
prophet’s message was that Israel’s days of warfare 2@:5 be ooEE.oﬁ its sins éo:_.a
be forgiven, and the Lord would come to reward His people. Isaiah aowo:coa.%;
eschatological gathering in terms similar to the Exodus (43:16-21; 51:9-11; ww..5|
12; 55:12-13). Ultimately, the Lord would gather His people out of many nations
(43:5-7), and all nations would observe the Lord’s power to m.m<o (52:10-12). Israel
would not need to leave the land of bondage in haste as they did from Egypt (52:12),
and the wilderness would be transformed into a paradise as the Hebrew people made
their way home (41:8-20; 43:19-21). . , ,

Isaiah announced that two figures would play a key role in Israel s RmﬁoBmo:
and renewal. The Lord would raise up the Persian ruler Cyrus as His “anointed one” to
secure Israel’s release from exile (44:28-45:7). Cyrus, who reigned over Persia from
559 to 530 BC, would solve Israel’s immediate problem by conquering Babylon E.a
issuing the decree that would allow the Jews to return to their :oB&m:a. A?_m.:oa in
Ezra 1:1-5). Beyond Israel’s military subjugation to Babylon, the ._E.mow issue E%m.a-
ing their restoration was the problem of Israel’s sin and z%mamﬂo: :.o_d,%m .Fo&.
Rather than a conquering king, a Suffering Servant would accomplish Israel’s :::dm;o
restoration by giving His own life as a sin offering for the people. The role and Ea..
sion of this figure are highlighted in a series of four Servant Songs (42:1-7; 49:1-6;
50:4-9; 52:13-53:12). . |

Isaiah highlighted several key themes in order to show Ecﬁamo:am why So«
could trust in the Lord’s promises to restore them. Isaiah _.QE:.ana the people E
the Lord’s power to fulfill His promises as the Creator of the ::w,@.m@;@o;mﬂé.
The military power of their enemies was great, but the strength of all oﬁ the _E:c:v,
was nothing more than a drop in the bucket when compared to the Ahow.a s power. As
Creator, :E( Lord is also superior to the idols and false gods made of wood and plated
with gold (40:18-26). The Lord is not only all-powerful, but He is also able to share
His vw,@zm% with His people so they mount up and fly like eagles even when they are
weak and wearied (40:27-31). . N

One ol the common speech forms in this section of lsaiah is the E.Ew speech
in which the prophet invites his audience into the courtroom _,,7 :,c ac_::.:m:.:ﬁm
the superiority of the Lord to the gods of other nations. H:.r. gods m: the nations are
mute and silent. but the Lord announces His plans and actions before they m.:_:n Lo
2212267 42:0: 43:9: 44-7-9: 45:20 210 48:5-7y The Lord revealed Cyrus us

uture deliverer and provided extensive details concerning his conquests so the
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Hebrews would know that the Lord had accomplished these things. This section makes
an apologetic appeal to God’s ability to predict the future (46:10-11).

The prophet also engaged in a sarcastic polemic to demonstrate the folly of idol
worship. A man may cover a god with gold or silver, but first he must make sure the
idol is made of wood that will not rot and is constructed well so it does not topple
(40:19-20). The idol worshipper cuts down a tree and uses half of the wood as fuel
to cook his food and half to craft the ido! as his object of worship (44:6-20). The
gods have to be “carried” (nasa’) by their devotees (46:1,7), but the Lord has “car-
ried” (nasa’) His people throughout their history (46:3—4). Idols have to be “lifted up”
(sabal) so they can be carried on the shoulders (46:7), while the Lord promises to “sus-
tain” (sabal) Israel (46:4). The gods are unable to “rescue” (malar) (46:2) and “save”
(yasha‘y their people as they are taken away into exile, but the Lord promises to “res-
cue” (malar) the exiles (46:4) because He is a God of “salvation” (yeshuah) (46:13).

B. Provision of Peace (Isaiah 49-57)

The identity of the Servant of the Lord in Isaiah 40-55 is a major source of dis-
cussion and controversy because some view the Servant as Israel, others point to the
prophet Isaiah, a few think he is Cyrus, but the New Testament claims the Servant is
Jesus. The Servant in Isaiah has both corporate and individual features. In some places
the Servant is identified as Israel (41:8; 42:1; 43:10; 44:21: 45:4; 49:3). As the Lord’s
national Servant, Israel was commissioned with the task of reflecting the Lord’s great-
ness to the nations, but Israel failed in its mission by not obeying the Lord (42:18-22).
Because of Israel’s disobedience, the Lord would commission an individual Servant
to restore His people. The individual features of the Servant are especially prominent
in the four Servant Songs. This individual would be identified with Isracl (49:3) but
would also have a ministry to Israel. Unlike unfaithful Israel the individual Servant
would be obedient to God’s instruction (50:4-5). Israel’s as God’s Servant was blind
and deaf (42:18), but the role of the individual Servant was to open the eyes of the
blind (42:7). While Israel suffered for its own sins (40:2; 42:24-25; 43:24-25: 44:2]—
22; 48:1-8), the Servant would suffer for the sins of others (53:4-6,10-12).

The most detailed and well-known of the Servant Songs in Isaiah 52:13-53:12
prophesies more extensively and specifically concerning the sacrificial atonement of
the Servant and points ahead to the death and resurrection of Jesus. This song consists
of five stanzas (52:13-15; 53:1-3,4-6,7-9,10-12). The opening and closing stanzas
portray the Servant’s exaltation. After His horrific suffering and disfigurement, the
Servant will receive blessing, honor, and vindication from the Lord. Even the kings of
the earth will be amazed at this startling reversal (52:13-15; cf. 49:7).

The remaining three stanzas focus on the nature of the Servant’s mission and
the divine purpose behind His suffering. The Servant’s obscure origins and suffer-
mg would cause Israel not 1o recognize Him as their deliverer, They would fail o
sec how the Lord’s saving power could be demonstrated through such a weak and
despised figure (53:1-3). The Servant would be crushed by God for Isracl’s sins. His
punishment would bring healing and restoration for God's sinful people (53:4-63. The
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lamb led to slaughter, and he would be “cut off from

e ent
Servant would be like an innocen d he would be o
the land of the living” (53:7-9). After the Servant completed His .E_vzo:, j:r o
would vindicate Him and restore Him to a place of honor and Eom“w:mﬁ _ﬁvfowcvu oﬁ :Km
‘ \ i1t offering f thers (53:10-1 s final stanz:
il S fer His life as 1t offering for others (53:10-12). This
willingness to offer His life as a gui g . J1 s il st
ultimately implies the resurrection of the Servant to share in the spoils of His y
after His death. 4 e
Through His innocent suffering, the Servant would give His Em.. as a Z:. Mirﬁw_:_of/
that éocErB’__,,o many righteous (53:11) and would restore Israel to its ros%ﬁo ﬁ< ::,,,
ﬁ 'y use of rd “serva
as the Lord’s national Servant (54:16-17; 65:18-19). Every :vm‘oﬁ the %@ | senven
following the song of the suffering Servant in Isaiah 53 appears :m 9_@% MW mm ao - ww
" , AT . . A (AR . Qi 3-15;
ive 1 - than the individual Servant (54:17; 56:6; 63:17; 65:8-9,1°
to the collective rather than the in : Ovn
: is corporate serv: ould include the faithful remnan s
66:14). This corporate servant wou e o 1) The

S se fr ations who would turn to the Lord (56:3-8; 66: 2h).
well as those from the nations w : =5 60 e
Servant’s role was not only to restore Israel but also to be a light leading the nations
Servant’s 3

-d as well (42:6: 49:6). ‘
the Lord as well (42:6: 4 ‘ o .

The proeress of revelation from the Old Testament to the New Lrw:v.\ 5@_:5@_1
jesus ﬁr_léu.z the Isaianic Servant. In Acts 8, Philip explains to the m::o%ﬁ:h rwruwc”_“
oce : in Isaiah 53 refers sus (Acts 8:32-34).

e i cent ke d S hter in Isaiah 53 refers to Jesus (; .
that the innocent lamb led to slaug : Jesus (¢ prsa.
several other passages the New Testament quotes from the Servant Songs and apy
these passages (o the person and work of Jesus:

=3

} 3:4 (“He , - infirmities and carried
i, Matthew 8:17 quotes Trom Isa 53:4 (“He took up our infi

- dicenced /)

our diseases.” NIV). ol with (e QAL eros-

Luke 22:37 quotes from Isa 53:42 ("And he was numbered with the transgre:
NC 2. -

12

sors.” NIV).
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3. John 12:38 quotes from Isa 531 (“Lord, who has believed our message and to
whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?” NIV)

4. First Peter 2:21-25 cites and quotes from [sa 53:4-5,9,11-12 (“He committed
no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.” and “by his wounds you have
been healed,” NIV).

Numerous other allusions and references apply Isaiah’s Servant Songs to Jesus in
the New Testament. The declaration of Jesus that He came to serve others and “give his
life as a ransom for many” in Mark 10:45 (NIV) likely alludes back to Isa 53:11-12.
The description of Jesus as “the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!”
in John 1:29 likely recalls Isa 53:7. Paul’s description of Jesus as a “servant” who
experiences death so that He might be ultimately exalted and recognized as Lord over
al} in Phil 2:6-11 also reflects how Jesus fulfills the role of Isaiah’s Suffering Servant.

C. Program of Peace (Isaiah 58-66)

[saiah 40-57 promises Israel’s return. but the full restoration of Israel would
only occur when the people truly repented of their sinful ways and returned 1o the
Lord (chap. 55). Isaiah saw the sinful patterns of the present carrying over into the
time when the people would return to the land. In many ways the return from exile was
a disappointment. Israel would continue to live under foreign oppression. The return
from Babylon would only be the first stage of Isracl’s restoration, and their complete
salvation would await the future time when God's kingdom would come to carth and
the Lord would deliver His people from their sins once for all.

The prophet called for a true fast of repentance and a commitment to righteous-
(38). The only cure for Israel’s sin was that the Lord would have o arm Himsel{
as an Anoited Warrior and deliver thent. The Lord would cxact vengeance on Israel’s
encmies. but the real enemy to be destroyed was sin itself. The Lord’s mighty arm
would destroy sin. and the gift of the Spirit us part of His new covenant with Isrucl
would enable His people to live in righteousness and obedicnce (59:20-21; cf. Jer
31:31-34: Ezek 36:25-29).

The focus of chaps. 60-62 is the future glories of Zion us the center of the Lord"s
earthly kingdom. The nations will be drawn to Jer sialem and to the light of God's
salvation. As in the days of Solomon’s empire but on a
bring tribute to Zion in honor of the Lord. The inclusion ol the Gentiles in the blessings
of the future Kingdom is a prominent theine in fsaidh,

ander scale, the nations wi

HOC Dut ¢

he fulfilmens:
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the righteous and purge the earth of its wickedness. The Lord will march out as the
Anointed Warrior to exact His vengeance on the Edomites (who represent all God’s
enemies) and return from battle with the blood of His enemies spattered on His gar-
ments. This same imagery appears in Rev 19:11-16, describing the triumphal return
of Jesus Christ as the Divine Warrior from heaven who comes to rule as the King of
kings.

The book of Isaiah ends much as it began, with a message of both impending
doom (“The Lorp will come with fire,” 66:15) and potential deliverance (“all man-
kind will come to worship Me,” 66:23). The one recurring theme is that “God is with
us.” Jesus Christ (yeshua hameshiah) is the virgin’s Son, Immanuel, the Branch of the
Lord, the Mighty God, the Prince of Peace, the coming Messiah, the Suffering Servant,
the Anointed Warrior, the Glorious King! “All the prophets testify about Him” (Acts
10:43).

THEOLOGICAL SIGNIFICANCE

The message of Isaiah has significantly impacted the New Testament presentation
of the person and work of Jesus Christ. Next to Psalms, Isaiah is the most referenced
Old Testament book in the New Testament, with approximately 100 citations and 500
allusions. Some estimate that 1 out of every 17 verses in the New Testament contains
material taken from Isaiah. The New Testament announces that the blessings of the
eschatological kingdom prophesied by Isaiah are fulfilled in the person of Jesus. The
eschatological kingdom of God is inaugurated at the first coming of Jesus and will be
consummated at His Sccond Coming. Jesus is the promised Messiah who will reign
over the earth in justice and peace (Isa 9:2-6; 11:1-5). At the synagogue in Nazareth.
Jesus declared that He was the fulfillment of Isaiah’s promise of a Spirit-anointed
messenger proclaiming freedom and deliverance for the people of Israel (Isa 61:1-2;
Luke 4:16-21).

In His sacrificial death Jesus would take on the role of the Suffering Servant in
providing salvation for His people (Matt 8:26-27; Mark 10:45; Acts 8:26-35; 1 Pet
2:22-25). Jesus would die as the sacrificial lamb for the sins of the world (Isa 53:7:
John 1:29). More than any other prophet, [saiah anticipated the inclusion of Gentiles
as participants in the blessings of the Lord’s future salvation.

In the futare kingdom established at Christ’s Second Coming. Jesus will rule
over all and all will bow before Him in recognition of His sovereignty (Phil 2:10-11).
Jesus will triumph over death by raising up those who have trusted in Him in fulfill-

ment of Isaiah’s promise that the Lord would “swallow up™ death forever (Isa 25:6-8:
{ Cor 13:23-28.51--33;. in preparation for the eschatological kingdom. the Lord will
hring about the national restoration of Isruel ay the people turn from their unbelief and
cmbrace Jesus as their Messiah (Isa 39:20; Rony 11:26-28). In the millennial kingdom
s pations will come 1o Zion to worship and serve the Lord (Isa 2014 60:1-91 Rey
2000 n anticip

righteons will dweli with God forever (Revelution 21225

ot ol the new heavens, new carth. and new Jerusalem where the
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Study Questions

What is the major difference between isaiah 1-39 and 40-667

2. How would you defend the unity of the authorship of both
sections?

3. How does the Immanuel Prophec

y (Isaiah 7-1 hasize 1
o y (Isaiah 7-12) emphasize the

. ; o ¢ .

4. What does God's judgment of the nations indicate about His
sovereignty over the whole world?

o : :

5. <<rg.ﬁ lessons in prayer did Hezekiah iearn, and how did they affect
his life and the city of Jerusaiem?

6. How did God use Cyrus the Great to accomplish His sovereign
purposes”? S

7.

How dlid the Suffering Servant Prophe 5 5 ict ti
| e > phecy (Isatah 52-53 g
death and resurrection of Chris:? ! predicte
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7. For an extended discussion see E. Hindson, [saial’s Immanuel (Philadelphia:
Presbyterian and Reformed, 19738).

8. Smith, fsaiah 40-66. 219.

9. lbid.. 242. N o N o

10. See ibid., 26-51. He argues for an Assyrian crisis setting for chaps. 40-66 with an
carly destruction of Babylon (chaps. 46-47) by Sennacherib in 689 BC.
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JEREMIAH
The Babylonians Are Coming

.‘—o_.n:dm: (“Yahweh lifts up”) was one of Judah’s greatest prophets. His ministry
spanned hall’a century in the darkest days of Judah’s history. In spite of his numer-
ous warnings to the people and kings of Judah, the “weeping prophet” lived to see
his beloved Jerusalem destroyed by the Babylonians. In the early days of his minis-
try, Jeremiah called the people of Judah to repent of their sinful ways and return to
the Lord. His early ministry coincided with that of Zephaniah and Habakkuk and the
priestly ministry of Hilkiah, all of which cumulated in the great revival of 622 BC
under King Josiah.'

Jeremiah began his prophetic ministry in 626 BC and prophesied during Judah’s
last days as a nation. warning of the coming Babylonian cxile as the Lord's punish-
ment for Judah’s sins. feremiah prophesied during the reign of Judah’s last five kings:

Josiah (630-609 BC): Judah’s last godly King who carried out significant reli-

glous reforms motivated in purt by the discovery of the Mosaic book of the Jaw
in 622 BC. Josiah was killed in battle against the Egyptians in 609 BC. and his
reform movement died with him. Jeremiah composed laments for Josial when

he died.

Jehoahaz (609 BC): Reigned only three months until Pharaoh Necho of Egvpt
removed him from the throne and 1ok him to Egvpt, where he died.

byion

could ke

phecses 1 6O
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and again in 597 BC. Nebuchadnezzar captured Jerusalem in 597 BC and deported
King Jehoiachin and 50.000 more exiles, including Ezekiel. The third stage of the
exile occurred when Nebuchadnezzar responded to Zedekiah’s rebellion with a sicge
on Jerusalem that lasted 18 months in 588-386 BC. Jerusalem and the temple were
destroyed, and Judah came to an end as a nation. Zedekiah and most of the people in
Judah were deported to Babylon in August 586 BC.

The Babylonians allowed Jeremiah to remain in the land of Judah, and he min-
istered there until he and his scribe Baruch were kidnapped by a faction of Jews and
taken away as hostages to Egypt. Jeremiah likely continued his prophetic ministry to
e Jewish community in Egypt until his death.

AUTHORSHIP

The book of Jeremiah appears to have a long and complex compositional history.
Jeremiah and his scribe Baruch (cf. 36:4-21; 43:1-7: 45- 1-3) were largely responsible
for the contents of the book. The Lord commissioned Jeremiah and Baruch to com-
pose a scroll of Jeremiah’s prophecies in 605 BC, more than 20 vears after the prophet
began his ministry. This original scroll likely contained only the oracles and mes-
sages found in Jeremiah 1-25. When King Jehoiakim destroved this scroll, Jeremiah
and Baruch composed an expanded version. Baruch likely continued to collect mes-
sages and narratives of Jeremiah throughout his ministry, including the reference to the
releasc of Jehoiachin in 562 BC in chap. 52.

Outline

[. Call of the Prophet: Fire Within (Jeremiah 1)
ll. Concern of the Prophet: Doom of Judah (Jeremiah 2-25)
A. Judah’s Unfaithfulness (Jeremish 2-6)
B. Judah’s False Mope (Jeremiah 7-10)
C. Judah’s Impending Disaster (Jeremiah 11~20)
D. Judah's Unfaithful Leaders (Jeremiah 21-25)
l. Rejection of the Prophet: Personal Illustrations (Jeremiah 26-45)
A. Problem with Jeremiah'’s Message (Jeremiah 26-29)
B. Promise of Restoration (Jeremiah 30-33)
C. Problem of Judah's Response (Jeremiah 34-45)
V. Oracles Against the Nations: Words of the Lord (Jeremiah 46-57)
V. Epilogue: The Fali of Jerusalem (Jeremish 52)

MESSAGE
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but the Lord promised to put His words in the prophet’s mouth.
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The archeological evidence for the historical accuracy of Jeremiah is
astounding. Several discoveries verify the people and events mentioned in
this book. The most prominent discoveries in¢lude the Lachish and Arad
Ostraca (ink-inscribed pottery shards) that date from the years just prior to
the destruction of Jerusalem. The Lachish letters are from one of the last
cities in Judah still standing as the Babylonians were attacking. They refer to
requesting reinforcements from Egypt and a warning from a prophet. The
name is illegible but ends in yahu and may refer to Jeremiah {Yirme' yahu)
himself. The Arad letters (200 ostraca) written in Hebrew and Aramaic men-
tion the names Pashur (Jer 20:1) and refer to the temple as “the house of
Yahweh.” .

Additional personal names from the book of Jeremiah have been confirmed
as well. Two seal impressions have been found bearing the name of Jeremiah's
scribe Baruch: “Berekyahu, son of Neriyahu, the scribe.” One contains the fin-
gerprint of Baruch himself. Another clay seal reads: “Belonging to Gemariah
(son of) Shaphan” (Jer 36:12). Another bulla {seal) was found at Lachish refer-
ring to Gedaliah “overseer of the royal house” (Jer 36:12). Yet another seal
reads: “Belonging to Seriah son of Neriah,” Baruch's brother (Jer 57 :59). And
still another seal reads: “Belonging to Jehucal, son of Shelemiah” (Jer 37:3}
one of the court officials serving King Zedekiah. A jar handle was found at
Ramat Rahel between Jerusalem and Bethlehem which reads: "Belonging to
Eliakim, steward of Jehoiachin” (Jer 22:24).

A clay prism dated ¢. 570 BC found in Babylon during the excavations
of Nebuchadnezzars palace refers to Nebuzaradan as “the chancellor,” an
appointment received after his military career (Jer 39:9). The account of the
Babylonian conquest of Jerusalem refers to their military commanders sitting
in the Middle Gate of Jerusalem. The remains of this gate were excavated by
Nahman Avigad and can be seen today in Jerusalem’s Jewish Quarter. Even
the most critical scholars have admitted the historical accuracy of the details
of Jeremish's account of the last days of Judah.

10724260 31:4-5:42:10; 45:5).
The visions of the almond branch (1:11-12)

he beiling pot from the
nialy's message of judement agw

1.05d

The verbs ™o uproot.” “tear down.” “destroy” “overthrow.” and “build up” appear as

summary statements of the dual nature of the prophet’s mes age throughout the book
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Il. Concern of the Prophet: Doom of Judah (Jeremiah 2-25) 3

This first major section of the book focuses on Jeremiah’s message of _cam_:w_:
against Judah. The Lord would judge His people for their failure to turn from their sin-
Sr: ways. Along with Jeremiah’s poetic oracles, and laments a series ch prose sermons
provides order and arrangement for this section by serving as _‘ommo:&n summaries o,:
the prophet’s message of judgment. These prose sermons particularly focus on Judah’s
defective understanding of their covenant with the Lord. They believed the Lord éo:ﬁ
protect them as His covenant people, regardless of their behavior. So .Eo purpose of
these sermons was to undermine the people’s false confidence in their status as the
Lord’s chosen people and their misplaced trust in the temple.

A, Judah's Unfaithfulness (jeremiah 2~6)

The indictment in Jeremiah 2
takes the form of a covenant law-
suit or legal dispute. Like a pros-
ecuting attorney Jeremiah presented
the Lord’s case against His unfaith-
ful people. Though a devoted bride
i her early days, Israel had become
like an unfaithful wite, prostituting
herself by following other gods. The
people wraded their relationship with
the tiving God for gods who did not
exist and would never satsly their

deepest longings. Judah also prosti-
tuted itself by making foreign alli-

ances with Egypt and Assyria, so the

twarned that they wou

he disap-

nointed by these alliances. Their deci-

was doomed o

with the

figure o

ieremiladn referenced
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approaching army dominate this part of Jeremiah’s message (4:5-9,13-17; 5:6,14-17;
6:1-8,22-24). This army would be like a ravaging predator, and the Lord Himself
would be the warrior leading these troops against Judah, Jeremiah mourned over the
destruction the Lord was prepared to bring against His people (4:19-21) and called for
the people to take seriously the warnings of judgment (6:24-26).

w;.cmmr.m False Hope (Jeremiah 7-10)

Jeremiah’s temple sermon (7:1-15) was one of the defining and critical moments
in his ministry. This sermon was delivered “early in the reign of Jehoiakim” (c. 609
BC) at a time when Judah could avoid the disaster of the Babylonian invasion if its
leaders and people would turn from their sinful ways (7:3-7; cf. 26:3-6). Jeremiah
courageously announced that the Lord was prepared to destroy Jerusalem and His
temple because the people substituted empty ritual for true obedience. The mi raculous
deliverance of Jerusalem by the Lord from the Assyrians earlier in 701 BC (Isaiah 37)
led (o the mistaken belief that the city was inviolable to enemy attack. To remove this
mistaken idea, Jeremiah reminded them that God allowed the destruction of the sanc-
tuary at Shiloh during the time of the judges. The Lord did not protect His people then
and would not in the future if they did not repent.

Judah would be destroyed because the people chose to believe in the cmpty prom-
ises of the false prophets instead of Jeremiah’s warnings of coming judgment (8:1—
9:26). The people’s trust in the prophets’ false assurances of “peace, peace” (8:11)
allowed them to continue in their sinful behavior, but they would be greatly disap-
pointed when the expected deliverance did not arrive (8:15). The people would wail
and mourn over the devastation brought by the nvading army. Expressing the Lord’s
own griel over the destruction of Judah, Jeremiah wished that his head were 11 foun-
tain of tears so he could weep continuously over the horrible fate awailing his people
(8:18-9:2).

C. judah’s tmpending Disaster { jeremiah 11-20)

The broken covenant demonstrated the fragmented relationship berween the Lord
and His people. From the time the Lord had formed the covenant with sruel w Sinai
alter bringing them out of Egypt, the people had failed 1o Keep the covenant command-
ments (Jeremiah 11). Even though the Lord inflicted the covenant curses. they per-
sisted i their disobedience so the Lord decided to brine upon them the ultimate curse
of expulsion {rony the tand (cf. Deut, 28:58-68. The cople’s rejection ol Jeren

the Lord’s spokesman rellected the i

jecton of

ot od

Caki

N
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by kings. priests, and people alike tor his strong preaching. But time revealed that
Jeremiah was right and they were wrong. .

Jeremiah’s two visits to the potter in chaps. 18-19 were prophetic sign acts
that visualized how the covenantal relationship between the Lord and His people had
reached a breaking point. In his first visit Jeremiah observed the potter reshaping a
ruined piece of wet clay, representing how the Lord was offering His people the oppor-
tunity to repent and be spared from judgment. But, when the prophet called the pcople
to Ew.: from their sinful ways, they stubbornly refused in open defiance of the Lord
(18:12-13). In light of this response, there was nothing left but for the Lord to _.uasm
destruction upon Judah, which was dramatically portrayed by Jeremiah’s wEmmE:m a
clay jar in front of the people. The two visits to the potter demonstrated Judah’s missed
opportunity to repent and avoid disaster.

D. judah’s Unfaithful Leaders (Jeremiah 21-25)

The Lord’s judgment would especially target Judah’s kings and prophets because
tual corruption. The

their failed leadership was largely responsible for Judah’s sp .

Lord chose David and his sons to rule over Israel and to be the earthly representatives

His heavenly rule. but the covenant between the Lord and the house of David

_c:r:_:d; n.po: king to obey the Lord und to administer justice in order to be blessed

f17:24-27). After Josiah’s godly rule and religious reforms, the final four

ings 2 ?_&:: were evil and did not follow the Lord. Jeremiah announced the judg-
ment of these four kings and also the end of ﬁ:r D&;Bo Q%:uma\

Jehoahaz (609 BC) would dic in
Egyptian exile (22:10-12). Jehojakim
(609-597 BC) refurbished his palace
and ignored the needs of the poor

sis. 50 he

lie and not even be given the
honor of a proper burial (22:15-19).
(597 BCY would never

Bubylon.

durine a time of national ¢r

would
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return from

and none ol
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When Jeremiah announced to King Jehoiachin that the Lord was casting him oft
as his signet ring or symbol of authority, it meant the temporary rejection of the house
of David and the end of the Davidic dynasty (22:24). But the Lord also promised He
would not abandon His covenant with David or His promise that David’s dynasty
would endure forever. At a future time the Lord would rajse up a Davidic king as
a righteous Branch who would do what was Just and right (23:5-6; 33:15-16), in
contrast to the final Davidic king Zedekiah (“the Lord is my righteousness™), who
miserably failed to live up to his name. Many years later when the people returned to
the land, the Lord announced through the prophet Haggai the reversal of this prophecy
and affirmed that He would restore the Davidic dynasty and make the Davidic ruler
His “'signet ring” once again (Hag 2:20-23).

Chapter 25 concludes Jeremial’s oracles of Judgment by providing a theologi-
cal explanation of the Babylonian exile and how the Lord would use Babylon as His
instrument of judgment. The Lord would send His people into captivity for 70 years as
punishment for their persistent disobedience and idolatr y. In carrying out this judgment,
Nebuchadnezzar would serve as the Lord’s “servant’ 7(25:9:), but this favored status would
last for only a short time. After the Lord had used Babylon to judge Judah. the Lord would
destroy Babylon as punishment for its own sins. Babylon would cause all nations. includ-
ing Judah, 10 drink the wine of God’s wrath so t they would stagger like drunken men, but

Babylon itself’ would also drink that cup as final retribution for its crimes.
llI. Rejection of the Prophet: Personal lilustrations ( Jeremiah 26-45}

Jeremiah 2645 is a narrative story of Jeremiah’s ministry, documenting Judah's
rejection of the prophet’s message and recounting the fall of Jerusalem to the
Babylonians. The judgment of exile was due to the fact that the leaders and people of
JTudah did not “"lsten to/obey™ the word of the Lord (see 26:5 5:29:19:32:33: 34:14.17:
35:04-15.17: 36:31: 37:14: 40:3; 42:13,21; 43:7; 44: 16,23). Jeremiah encountered
various forms of persccution and 2%:./.:5: because he preached un unpopulur mes-
sage. Even after the fall of Jerusalem in 586 BC. the people persisted in their disobe-
dience. and Jeremi ntue

PWAS ey Kidnapped and taken away 1o Bgypt. However,

c
Judgment was not God’s final sc_a for His people. The Lord promised 1o bring the
exiles back to the Tand after 70 years (29:10). (:z?n_.,f. 30-33 contain Jeremiah’s Book
of Consolation that promises :E ultimate restoration of Israel. At that time the Lord
will establish a new covenant with His people so they will

1

ey

obey Him and consec

enjoy His blessings foreve

With the exception of r.:::y. 37~ the narratives

SRy of mate
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(5]
12
]

Lord might relent from sending “disaster” (ra‘alt) against them (26:3; 36:3), but both
mno:o:,f.rn:a with the people persisting in their disobedience and bringing judgment
upon themselves. . .

Jeremiah 26-35 and 36—5 both contain a promise of personal salvation to certain
individuals that contrasts with the national judgment the Lord would bring against Judah.
In Jercmiah 33, the promise to preserve the Rechabite clan for their E::?._:o“ﬁm to their
codly family traditions contrasts with God’s plan to judge Judah for its unfaithfulness. In
Jeremiah 45, the promise of deliverance to Jeremiah’s faithful scribe Baruch contrasts
with God’s plans to judge the unfaithful Jews who fled to Egypt in chapter 44.

CONCLUSION OF JEREMIAH 26-35

National Judgment Personal Salvation

The Lord will judge Zedekiah and the The _.oﬁ will preserve the faithful
people of Judah. mmnrmvzmm.
(Jeremiah 34) (Jeremiah 35)

CONCLUSION OF JEREMIAH 36-45

National Judgment Personal Salvation

The Lord will judge the Jews in Egypt. The Lord will preserve the faithful scribe
(Jeremiah 44) Baruch. (Jeremiah 45)

e ford’s salva-

M P B TE & IS ahae
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B
tion was reserved for those who were faithful
and obedient to Himi, whereas the nation had
forfeited the Lord’s blessing because of their

disobedience.

reli-
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Jerusalem and his temple
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response of Hezekiah when Micah warned of the destruction of Jerusalem a century
before (26:17-19; cf. Mic 3:9-12). While Jeremiah was not put to death, the appended
account of King Jehoiakim’s execution of the prophet Uriah (26:20-24) demonstrates
how unpopular Jeremiah’s message of judgment reallv was and how much it cost to be
a true spokesman for the Lord.

The: false prophets offered empty promises of peace and opposed Jeremiah’s
message, which called for submission to Babylon and warned of an extended exile
(chaps. 27-28). When the leaders of various nations gathered in Jerusalem for a meet-
ing with Zedekiah to discuss an alliance against Babylon (c. 593 BC), Jeremiah wore
aw animal yoke to picture the impending subjugation of these nations to Babylon. The
false prophet Hananiah directly countered Jeremiah’s message by declaring that the
exile would be over in two years, so he broke Jeremiah’s wooden yoke to visualize this
promise of impending freedom from Babylonian domination (28:1-11). The people
were caught in the conundrum of trying to determine which prophet was telling the
truth. The Lord announced that He would replace the wooden yoke Hananiah broke
with an iron yoke that could not be broken. In addition, Hananiah would die for his
presumption in speaking for the Lord when the Lord had not sent him. As fitting pun-
ishment for his promise that the exile would last for only two years, Hananiah died
within two months of uttering his false prophecy.

leremiah also encountered opposition from false prophets among the exiles in
Babylon (chap. 29). Jeremiah wrote a letter to the exiles in Babylon encouraging them
to submit to the Babylonians and to build houses and raise their families in Babylon.
They were to pray for the peace and prosperity of Babylon because they would be
there for 70 years. Though this judgment would bring the nation of Judah to an end,
the Lord promised Lo restore them when they returned to Him and sou ght Him with
all their hearts (29:12-14: ¢f. Deut 30:1-10). Thus, God’s promise in this section was:
“For L know the plans I have for you . . . to give you a future and a hope™ (29:11).

B. Promise of Restoration ( Jeremiah 30-33)

Jeremiah's message of hope concern-

storation is known as the
Book of Conselation. Jeremiah’s message of
hope for Israel’s Future contrasted with the
empty promises of the talse prophets. Even in

ing Isracel’s futw

his message of judgment. & message of hope

and restoration lor Isruel stands at a prominent

position in the center of the book. Salvation
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The recurring promise in Jeremiah’s message of hope is that the Lord would
“restore the fortunes™ (shuv shevur) of His people (30:1,18; 32:44; 33:11.26). The
reversal of the present conditions of defeat and exile is the prominent theme in the
poetic oracles of salvation in chaps. 30-31. The nation was now in a time of trouble.
but later the Lord would deliver His people and break their yoke of bondage. A new
David, rather than a foreign king, would reign over Israel (30:8-9). Even though Judah
had an incurable wound (the destruction of the nation) that would not heal, the Lord’s
inexplicable grace would one day heal them and restore lsrael to health @o”Gt_E.
The exiles would return to rebuild their ruined cities after the Lord had exhausted His
anger against them.

{he Lord would restore Istucl becuuse He loved His people with an eternal love
le would be Jike a second exodus as the Lord redeemed

1] e weer ing of the Lord’s
1 be wansformed into the rejoicing of a young

The second exodus will surpass the first because the

:2-6). The retuin {rom ex
i ing and mot

ple fre in a foreigt

o
1

unlaithful wile and Lc:m_:&‘ WO

ticipating her m
I establish o new covenant that will be better than the one enacted at Mount

ntly enjoy the

vers today ¢

31~ 34). The New Testament reveals that beli ‘
ol Jesus and the giving of the Spirit

blessings of the new covenant through
viaar T80T 1:25: Heb 8:7-10:

COVe:

). but the r,o:; e fullillment of this
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Davidic king who would rule over the people in righteousness and peace (33:15). The
Lord would also fulfill His promises concerning an enduring priesthood for the Levites.
The roles of enduring king and priest would find their ultimate fulfillment in the person
and work of Jesus Christ.

C. Problem of Judah's
Response (Jeremiah 34-45)

Judah moved from possible
repentance in the reign of Jehoiakim
tv irrevocable judgment resulting
in the fall of Jerusalem. In 605 BC,
the scribe Baruch recorded and read
a scroll of Jeremiah’s prophecies
warning of the coming judgment.
A group of scribes and officials
took these warnings seriously and
arranged to have the scroll read 1o
Jehoiakim. The king showed his dis-
regard for the prophetic word (just
as he had done with the execution of
Uriah the prophet in 26:20-24) by
cutting up the scroll and throwing it
into the fire as it was read to him. The
Lord commissioned Jeremiah and
Baruch to compose another scroll
with additional warnings of judgment

and announced that Jehoiakim would
die and that, as punishment for his

destruction of the scroll. none of his
descendants would sit on the throne.
While Jchoiakim's unbelief took the Torm of violent hosti

demonstrated his unbeliel by being fe:

tchaps. 37387, Jeremiah warned that Judah would not be able 10 resist the Babylonians
{37:6—10) und that submission to _wp_:_c: was the only way Jerusalem would be spured

from destruction (38:2-3. _u!_x.q:s . wE Ncgnr refused to listen becuuse

and was [Uat
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ciech the Cushite

m_omo,_‘,.:_

One of the most touching stories in the narrative section is that of Jeremiah's
rescue by an African court official named Ebed-melech (“servant of the king").
Under pressure from his own court officials, King Zedekiah permitted them to
imprison Jeremiah in a cistern in the guard's courtyard (38:1-6). Sinl ing into
the mud and his own refuse, Jeremiah was left to die. But a “court official” of
African descent, a Cushite from Ethiopia, came to the prophet’s rescue. Ebed-
melech risked his own life, insisting that Jeremiah be released and treated
more humanely (38:7-10).

In this story the Ethiopian came to the prophet’s rescue and was later him-
self saved by the prophet’s intervention (39:13-18). In a contrasting story in
Acts 8:26~39, the prophet/evangelist Philip comes to the aid of the Ethiopian
official on the road to Gaza. Philip heard him reading from the text of Isaiah 53
and pointed him to faith in Jesus as the promised Messiah.

fiee but was captured by the Babylonian army near Jericho. Nebuchadnezzar executed
Zedekiah's sons and then blinded the king before taking him away as a prisoner to
Bubylon (39:1-7). Because of his retusal to listen 1o the prophet. the Jast thing the king
saw with his eyes was the death of his sons. The walls of Jerusalem were torn down.,
and the king and most of the people in the land were taken away as exiles to Babylon.
In the meantime Jeremiah was set free from prison by the Babylonians.

Jeremiuh chose to remain in the land and minister to the poor people feft there
by the Babylonians (39:11-14: 40:1-6). Gedalish was the Jewish governor the
Babylonians had appointed
over the land (40:9-10).
The Lord offered the rem-

el -

{ the land

S opportunity o e pe~

ted two spe-

NI TR VIS

JEREMIAH The Babylonians Are Coming 327

Imv«n ‘.,Immr:m._:

Declare. Hebrew o1 (ne’ Gm). This term appears 376 times in the Hebrew
Bible of which 176 appear in Jeremiah. It is translated "declaration” or “ora-
cle” and is almost always associated with prophetic declarations from the
Lord Himself. it occurs only 19 times outside the Prophets. It is also translated
“says,” as in: “This is what the Lord says.” As such, ne’dm opens and closes
divine messages in which the prophet claims to be speaking the words of
God.

of 80 pilgrims who had come to worship at Jerusalem and then took Jewish hostages at
Mizpah. A military commander named Johanan rescued the hostages, but [shmael was
able to flee 1o the land of Ammon. Second, Johanan and his military contingent took
Jeremiah hostage and fled to Egypt (42:1-43:7) in a reversal of the exodus.

After he was taken away to Egypt, Jeremiah announced that the Lord would
destroy the Jewish refugecs in Egypt because they persisted in the sinful ways of their
fathers and refused to turn from their idolatry (chap. 44). They worshipped the gods
of Egypt and made offerings to the “Queen of Heaven” (the fertility goddess Ishtar),
They defiantly stated they would not listen to Jeremiah's message (44:16). Their cov-
enantal perspective was so warped that they belicved Josiah’s reforms, which purged
Judah’s worship of pagan rituals, were the cause of the fall of Jeru salem (44:17-18). In
response to their vow that they would carry on with their pagan rites. the Lord swore
that He would destroy the remnant in Egypt and that only a few of them would survive.
Nebuchadnezzar's army attacked Egypt, and the rebels fell under God’s judgment.

The promisc of salvation at the conclusion to this section is extended to two lone
individuals, the Cushite Ebed-melech (39: 15-1 8)and Jeremiah’s seribe Baruch (45:1-
5). Baruch had courageously and faithfully served the Lord und teremiah. He read the
scroll of Jeremiah's prophecies at the temple when it was not safe for Jeremiah to be
there (36:8-10). and Baruch was even blamed as the source of Jeremial’s messuge
culling for submission to Babylon (43:3). Barach shared in Jeremiah’s persecution
and was taken away with the prophet to Egypt (43:6-7). Becuuse of his faithfulness.,
the Lord promised that He would protect and preserve Baruch wherever he was taken,
The promise to Baruch paratlels the earlier promise 10 Ebed-melech. w ho had acted o
save Jeremiah's Tite when he was thrown into the cistern (cf. 39-15. [5). Obe

the Lord was o mat

lence (o

ath. und only those who

O

i
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s Moab (48:1-47)

e Ammon (49:1-6)

¢« FEdom (49:7-22)

o Damascus (49:23-27)

o Kedar and Hazor (49:28-33)
e Elam (49:34-39)

o Babylon (50:1-51:64)

In the Septuagint (LXX) version (which may represent an early edition of Jeremiah),
these oracles appear immediately after 25:13 and are in a different order. These judg-
ment oracles refer to the historical judgments carried out against these nations, primarily
through the military operations of the Babylonian army. These oracles are bookended by
the oracles against the superpowers Egypt and Babylon. They were Israel’s first and last
oppressors, and they also vied for control of Judah during Jeremiah’s ministry.

The Lord’s judgment would fall on these nations for their pride in their wealth
and military might (46:8; 48:7,26,29-30,42; 49:4), their idolatry (46:26; 48:13.35), and
their mistreatment of Israel (48:27; 49:1-2). The most remarkable feature of these ora-
cles against the nations is that the Lord promises a restoration for some of these people.
Egypt would again be inhabited as in its former days (46:26), and the Lord promised to
“restore the fortunes™ (shuy shevie) of Moab (48:47), Ammon (49:6), and Elam (49:39),
the same expression used in Jeremiah to describe the future restoration of Israel.

Jeremiah’s primary focus is on the judgment of Babylon. The Lord used Babylon
as His “hammer” of judgment against Judah and the nations (50:23; 51:20-23), but He
would also hold Babylon accountable for its crimes and violence. The Lord would
judge the false gods of Babylon (50:2-3), and He would also execute vengeance
against Babyvlon for the violence it ::&Qg upon Judah (50:11-14,28-35; 51:5,10-
11.24.34-37.49-53). The Lord would
h and

reverse  the fortunes of

Bubylon by restoring His people at the
saume time He was bringing an enemy

to destrov B

oracles of judgment against
ness
north  attacking  the

SOHI—43

ms__d,?::
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Babylon in Scri

is also representative of human opposition to God and His

people. Babylon was the site of the rebellion that led to the confusion of human lan-

guage and the division of the nations (Gen 11:1-9). Revelation 17-18 depicts the
destruction of the future empire of Antichrist as the fall of Babylon. This reference to
Babylon in Revelation appears symbolic rather than geographic. Just like the Babylon
of the past, the future empire of Antichrist would oppose God and persecute God’s
people in an even greater way. Several parallels are obvious:?

JEREMIAH  PROPHETIC EVENTS  REVELATION

517 Cup of God's Wrath 18:3
51:9 Sins Piled Up to Heaven 18:5
51:22 Judgment as a Harvest 14:14-15
51:22 Babylon as a Volcano 18:20
51:48 Heaven and Earth Rejoice  18:20

V. Epilogue: The Fall of jerusalem ( Jeremiah 52)

The final verse of Jeremiah 51 states, *“The words of Jeremiah end here”” and the
narrative of the fall of Jerusalem in chap. 52 serves as an appendix to the book that
was likely added by alater editor. This account closely parallels 2 Kings 25 and serves
canonically to connect the book of Jeremiah with the story of the covenant failure of
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Isracl and Judah in the books of Kings. The record of Jerusalem’s fall in Jeremiah
39 focuses more on the fate of King Zedekiah, while this chapter emphasizes more
the destruction of the temple and the removal of the temple articles to Babylon. King
Jehoiachin was deported to Babylon in 597 BC, and his relcase trom prison in Babylon
is the last recorded event in the book of Jeremiah (52:27-30). His favorable treatment
by the Babylonians provided a glimmer of hope for the restoration of Israel and the
Davidic monarchy. Even when the people were in exile, the Lord did not abandon them.

THEOLOGICAL SIGNIFICANCE

Jeremiah’s message of “tearing down” and “building up” played a pivotal role in
the working out of God’s plan of salvatien history. Jeremiah was a “prophet like
Moses” (Deut 18:18) whom the Lord raised up to issue a call for repentance and a
warning of coming judgment to the sinful nation of Judah. Jeremiah announced that
the Lord would usc Babylon as His instrument of judgment and that the Lord’s judg-
ment would bring about the fall of Judah. the collapse of the Davidic dynasty, and the

destruction of the temple. With the Babylonian exile it appeared that the Lord’s cove-
nant relationship with Israel had come to an end.

in the midst of this hopelessness and despair, Jeremiah offered hope and the prom-
ise of a mew beginning [or Israel as the people of God. Jeremiah prophesied that the
Lord will bring the Jews back to their homeland. restore the Davidic dynasty. and
establish a new covenant that would erase the [ailures of the past and guarantee Israel’s
obedience and blessing. Judgment would not be the final word becausce the Lord’s love

for Isract was everlasting.
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During His earthly ministry Jesus was in many ways a prophet like Jeremiah who
denounced the people of His day for turning the temple into a “den of thieves™ (Mark
11:17; Jer 7:11) and warned of the coming destruction of Jerusalem and the temple
(Matt 24:1-2). Like the prophet Jeremiah, Jesus lamented the destruction that would
come upon Jerusalem (Luke 19:41-44). Because of continued unbeliet and disobedi-
ence, He announced that Israel must endure more judgment before its final restoration.

But, more importantly than His role as a prophet, Jesus is the personal fulfillment
of Jeremiah’s prophecies of hope. As Messiah, Jesus will restore the throne of David
and will rule for all time in fulfillment of Jeremiah’s prophecies concerning the future
ideal Davidic ruler. Through His death on the cross, Jesus also inaugurates and brings
into effect the new covenant promised by Jeremiah. The church presently enjoys the
blessings and benefits of the new covenant in anticipation of the final fulfillment of the
new covenant promises in the future kingdom and the national restoration of Israel.

For Further Reading
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Study Questions

1. What nation threatened Judah in the days of Jeremiah, and what
advice did he give them?

2. How did Jeremiah describe his call to the ministry?

3. What words of hope did the prophet give to the people of
Jerusalem?

4. What was the ultimate fulfillment of the prophecy of the new
covenant?

5. How do archaeological discoveries help assure the zccuracy of the
personal and historical references irn Jeremian?

A Who should we

ves?




LAMENTATIONS
Jerusalem Is Burning

J_,J:o book of Lamentations is a series of five separate laments over the fall of
Jerusalem to the Babylonians in 586 BC. The intensely emotional nature of the book
indicates that the writer experienced these events firsthand. He is among the survivors
of the destruction of Jerusalem who continue to endure grief, depravation, and humili-
ation. The wounds and emotional pain over the fall of Jerusalem are still fresh. There is
no evidence of a return to the land or the rebuilding of the temple. The book concludes
with the complaint that the Lord appears to have forgotten His people and a cry for
their restoration (5:19-22)
Lamentations was most likely composed shortly after 586 BC and tong before 538
BC when Cyrus decreed that the Jews could return to their homeland. Commemoration
of the destruction of Jerusalem is attested at an early time in the Old Testament (Jer
Zech 7:3-5; 8:19), und the reading of Lamentations ultimately became part
of the ceremonies marking the [all of Jerusalem on the ninth of Ab. Lamentations
tve books in the Hebrew canon known as the Megillorh (also including

is part of
Ecclesiasies, Esther, Ruth, and Song of Solomon) that were associated with specific

Hebrew festivals.,

BACKGROUND
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1s. These | the peoples” sorrow following military d
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Chapters 14 in Lumentations are acrostic poems. The Hebrew poems in chaps.
I and 2 consist of 22 verses of three lines cach, with each new verse beginning with
successive letters of the Hebrew alphabet. Chapter 4 is the same but with each verse
having two lines. The acrostic in chap. 3 is the most elaborate, with 66 verses consist-
ing of 22 stanzas of 3 verses. The poem works through the alphabet with each of the
three lifies 1n a stanza beginning with the same letter. Chapter 5 is not an acrostic but
has 22 verses corresponding to the number of Hebrew letters in the alphabet. The
acrostic form may have aided in memorization, but the use of the entire alphabet is also
a literary device to suggest that the lament expresses the full range of human grief and
the depth of suffering the people of Judah endured.

Another prominent poetic feature is the use of the ginah-meter, in which the
second part of each poetic line is shorter than the first. This meter is typically used in
Old Testament laments, and these unbalanced lines may suggest the sobbing specch
or halting limp of mourners in a funeral procession. The skillful use of metaphor, par-
ticularly the personification of Jerusalem as a woman in chap. 1, reflects the literary
quality of Lamentations and helps the reader share the painful emotions of those who

y

lived through the fall of Jerusalem. The iength and positioning of chap. 3 make this
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poem the key chapter in the book. In the midst of this disaster, the writer encourages Il. The Lord as Warrior: Weeping Daughter (Lamentations 2)
people to :,:(f.:: the covenant faithfulness (chéséd) of the Lord as their source of hope ' The Hebrews celebrated how the Lord protected Jerusalem and defeated the

for the tuture (3:21-306).

ighlight

Hebrew H

Eaithful Love. Hebrew “on (chéséd). This word appears 249 times in the
Hebrew Bible {129 times in the Psalms). It refers to God's faithful and constant
covenant love. This love includes kindness (Gen 19:19), loyalty (Job 6:14), and
faithfulness (Isa 40:6). Chéséd also implies favor (Esth 2:9) and grace (Ezra 9:9).
fts plural form indicates acts of love (Ps 107:43) or good o_mwaw (Neh 13:14). It
reminds us that God loves us even when we don't deserve it.

The book of Lamentations is an anonymous composition that appears in the Hebrew
Bible in the Writings section of the canon, but early tradition identifies .?_..E:E: as
the anthor of the book. The first verse of Lamentations in the Greek Septuagint CLVOC
attributes the book to Jeremiah, and the Septuagint also placed Lamentations m:m_..%a
book of Jeremiah as does the English Bible. The Aramaic Targum, the Syriac w??z?
the Laiin Vuleate, and the Babylonian Talmud also attribute the book to ._c_.nE._m:.
With its wco:mr on the fall of Jerusalem to Babylon in 586 BC, the book fits the time
frame of Jeremiah’s ministry. Second Chronicles 35:25 states that Jeremiah composed

iments at the death of Josiah. and the book of Jeremiah often portrays the prophet as

i i

id

weeping over the destruction of his people (Jer 9:1-2: 14:17-22).

Outline’

| The Grief of Jerusalem: Mourning Widow (Lamentations 1
I The Lord as Warrior: Weeping Daughter (Lamentations 2)
Hope in Suffering: Afflicted Man ?m_ﬁmzﬁmzo:m.wv

IV, The Ravages of War: Tarnished Gold (Lamentations 4)

V. Prayer for Restoration: Fatherless Child (Lamentations 5)

|

MESSAGE

enemies that attacked her (Pss 46:5~11; 48:3=8; 76:1-12), but this lament faces the
harsh reality that the Lord Himself brought about the destruction of the daughter of
Jerusalem. As the Divine Warrior, the Lord poured out His anger and wrath on the
city and even abandoned His own sanctuary. The poet wept over the suffering and
death all around him and encouraged the people to give full expression of their grief to
the Lord. There was hope that their cries would turn away the Lord’s anger.

itl. Hope in Suffering: Afflicted Man (Lamentations 3)

In the central section of the book, the
poet expresses a first-person lament that
describes his intense suffering with vivid
emotion and metaphor. His experiences
are representative of the community. The
Lord relentlessly attacked him by ravaging
his body, confining him in a dark dungeon,
mangling him like a wild animal, and
shooting him with arrows. Not relenting
from His assault, the Lord gave him bitter
food and drink, broke his teeth, and then
trampled him underfoot. The piling up of
metaphors reflected the intensity of his
afflictions. Some commentators belicve
this beleaguered individual is the personi-
{ied city of Jerusalem.

Despite the suffering of the present,
the Lord’s covenant faithfulness (¢h3séd)
offers hope for the future. The Lord will
continue 1o show mercy and compassion

o His people because His fove for them

is greater than His anger over their disobe-
dience. The writer encourages the pe
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depriving the besieged city of food and water. The Babylonian siege of Jerusalem
lasted for a year and a half (2 Kgs 25:1-3), so some of the residents of Jerusalem were
reduced to cannibalism because of the severe famine. This was a tulfillment of the
covenant curse announced by Moses (Deut 28:53-57). The judgment of Judah was
especially the fault of its corrupt prophets and priests that led the people astray.

V. Prayer for Restoration: Fatherless Child (Lamentations 5)

The poet called for the Lord once more to remember the pitiful condition of those
that survived the fall of Jerusalem and to intervene on their behalf. Judah forfeited
the land given to them as an “inheritance” from the Lord (Exod 32: 13; Deut 12:9-10;
15:4). The Lord had blessed them with a bountiful land, but now they suffered from
famine and starvation. The defeat of Judah's army deprived families of fathers and
husbands. Babylonian soldiers committed atrocities by raping women and executing
Judah’s princes, and their occupation of Judah reduced the population to slavery. The
writer confessed that Judah’s humiliation was due to the sins of both previous genera-
tions and the present one (5:7.18). The people suffered the residual effects of their
fathers’ sins (Exod 34:7: Deut 34:9) but were equally guilty betore God for their own
disobedience.

The poet concluded with « petition for the Lord to restore His people. While
acknowledging God’s sovereignty, he also questioned why it appeared that the Lord
had foreotten and abandoned His people. Lamentations 3 affirmed that the Lord’s
covenant faithfulness guaranteed a future for Israel, but this final complaint is an
honest expression of what the life of faith is really like. The people of God would
ale between lear and faith as they waited for the Lord’s deliv

strugg s de

erance. Restoration
would come but only in the distant future ufter a long period ol exile and foreign
e o wait for their final defi

oppression. The people of God conti erance in the

distant future.

THEOLOGICAL SIGNIFICANCE

ferusaden and Babylonian exile was a national calamity

The time of the full

(Psalm 137 and constituted the greatest theological crisis faced by ancient Israel. The
remple where the Lord dweit amony His people was in ruins. The Lord appeared to

rhaps His covenant promises o them had failed. The

1y disasier were 0w ing to restore

nrations sives voice to the suttert oi-
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calls for the people to turn from their sinful ways. God’s dcalings with Israel serve as
a serious reminder to us today. If God allowed Israel to come under judgment for her
sins, we dare not believe that we will escape if we take His warnings lightly.

Lamentations also informs a proper understanding of prayer. Prayer is both an
individual and a corporate activity. Confession of sin is essential when entering into
the presence of a holy God. The prayers in this book remind readers of the privilege
believers have to bring their deepest sorrows and hurts to the Lord. The raw emotion
and transparent honesty of Lamentations offer a corrective to the shallow and con-
trived prayers that are (oo often a part of private and public worship. While recognizing
tlie sovereignty of God, the poet questioned the Lord’s apparent inactivity on behalf of
His people and challenged the Lord to act in accordance with His character and prom-
ises. Jesus prayed these same types of laments when facing the cross and other hard-
ships in His earthly ministry (Matt 27:46; Luké 22:41-42: Heb 5:7). Jesus is also the
sympathetic High Priest who responds to the cries of His people because He has shared
in their trials (Heb 4:15-16).

g
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