but at least it wasn't a shelter. During that time | Wwr
"\ cks because it was l:‘lard for me to get a job, | d.idn‘t;t::
ot 1 fo0 4, and you know, it was just a lot that we were dealine
100y s the only way really at the time that we could get anythin ;
ith It:la lly 1 got 3 job at McDonald’s. My brother was working angci
qu;was coming Up with some money to send us so we could rr;aybe
my d3 ailer of something. But then three or four weeks after we got
rﬂ:thae -+ [spoke with my mom, and eventually she let us stay with her.
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Je This Huge Mistake, and | Regretted It

d che

'd Ma
e end of 2007, I had two kids and was four months pregnant
B?ﬂ’l nother. I was living in Marietta, Georgia, and working two jobs,
wi

Kmart and Pep Boys.
well, one day I got an idea. I had a friend at Kmart who used to

do fake refunds. She’d say a custnmer was coming in and she was
efunding stuff that wasn’t really being refunded. So I did it the first
ime and I didn’t get caught, but of course I was scared. I said to
my friend, “We didn’t get caught. Let’s not do it again.” But we really
qeeded the money. I was behind on a lot of bills, and I was trying to

at

catch it up.
One night, my friend came through my line to check out lit-

tle items like diapers and different things—some of the things I
needed—and I didn’t charge her for everything; diapers and stuft

like that I would never ring up. We would do that a lot.
That night the Kmart loss prevention officer was outside smok-

ing a cigarette, but I didn’t see him at the time. When I got ready to

close up, he called me and my friend to the back, and of course they'd

Gught it on tape. He asked us how long we'd been doing it, and I

lied, “This is my first time.” And then he basically told me, “Write

What Ltell you to write, and then I'll let you go home.”

Saiéf:‘:jlfdﬂ?,e total he had us taking was $1,200 worth of stuff, and I

But e Salidn“t take that much,” because we’d only taken $300 worth.

ltold higy 1 haBUt we have other stuff that's been taken,” even though

dn’t taken any of that
Then he g1 “Wi r ' .

Wying 1, i hil | ell, we're gonna press charges.” I think he was

S Job at the time, 'cause they've got to catch people,




