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Source: From The Closing Circle by Barry Commoner, copyright © ro71 by
Barry Commoner. Used by permission of Alfred A. Knopf, a division of
Random House, Inc.

Another movement born in the 1960s that expanded rapidly in the follow-
ing decade was environmentalism, which called into question pillars of
American life—the equation of progress with endless increases in con-
sumption and the faith that science, technology, and economic growth
would advance the social welfare. Concern for preserving the natural envi-
ronment dated back to the creation of national parks and other conserva-
tion efforts during the Progressive era. But the new environmentalism was
more activist and youth oriented. The Closing Circle, by the biologist Barry
Commoner, did much to direct American’s attention to the environmental
costs of technological development. Commoner insisted that rather than
focus on a particular environmental problem, Americans must view the
“ecosphere”™—the natural system within which people live—as a whole.
Environmentalism attracted the broadest bipartisan support of any of

the new social movements. Under Republican President Richard Nixon,
Congress during the late 1960s and early 1970s passed a series of measures
to protect the environment, including the Clean Air and Clean Water Acts
and the Endangered Species Act. On April 22, 1970, in the first Earth Day,
some 20 million people, most of them under the age of 30, participated in
rallies, concerts, and teach-ins devoted to promoting awareness of dangers
to the natural environment.

THE ENVIRONMENT HAS just been rediscovered by the people who
live in it. In the United States the event was celebrated in April 1970,
during Earth Week. It was a sudden, noisy awakening. School chil-
dren cleaned up rubbish; college students organized huge demon-
strations; determined citizens recaptured the streets from the
automobile, at least for a day. Everyone seemed to be aroused to the
environmental danger and eager to do something about it.

They were offered lots of advice. Almost every writer, almost every
speaker, on the college campuses, in the streets and on television and
radio broadcasts, was ready to fix the blame and pronounce a cure for
the environmental crisis.

Some blamed pollution on the rising population. ... Some blamed
man’s innate aggressiveness. ... . Earth week and the accompanying out-

burst of publicity, preaching, and prognostication surprised most peo-
ple, including those of us who had worked for years to generate public
recognition of the environmental crisis. What surprised me most were
the numerous, confident explanations of the cause and cure of the cri-
sis. For having spent some years in the effort simply to detect and de-
scribe the growing list of environmental problems—radioactive

fallout, air and water pollution, the deterioration of the soil—and in
tracing some of their links to social and political processes, the identifi
cation of a single cause and cure seemed a rather bold step. ...

After the excitement of Earth Week, I tried to find some meaning
in the welter of contradictory advice that it produced. It seemed to
me that the confusion of Earth Week was a sign that the situation
was so complex and ambiguous that people could read into it what-
ever conclusion, their own beliefs—about human nature, econom-
ics, and politics—suggested. Like a Rorschach ink blot, Earth Week
mirrored personal conviction more than objective knowledge.

Earth Week convinced me of the urgency of a deeper public un-
derstanding of the origins of the environmental crisis and its possi-
ble cures. That is what this book is about. It is an effort to find out
what the environmental crisis means. Such understanding must be-
gin at the source of life itself: the earth’s thin skin of air, water, and
soil, and the radiant solar fire that bathes it. Here, several billion
years ago, life appeared and was nourished by the earth’s substance.
As it grew, life evolved, its old forms transforming the earth’s skin
and new ones adapting to these changes. Living things multiplied in
number, variety, and habitat until they formed a global network, be-
coming deftly enmeshed in the surroundings they had themselves
created. This is the ecosphere, the home that life has built for itself
on the planet’s outer surface.

Any living thing that hopes to live on the earth must fit into the
ecosphere or perish. The environmental crisis is a sign that the finely
sculptured fit between life and its surroundings has begun to cor-
rode. As the links between one living thing and another, and be-
tween all of them and their surroundings, begin to break down, the
dynamic interactions that sustain the whole have begun to falter
and, in some places, stop.

Why, after millions of years of harmonious co-existance, have the
relationships between living things and their earthly surroundings
begun to collapse? Where did the fabric of the ecosphere begin to
unravel? How far will the process go? How can we stop it and restore
the broken links?
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Understanding the ecosphere comes hard because, to the modern
mind, it is a curiously foreign place. We have become accustomed to
think of separate, singular events, each dependent upon a unique, sin-
gular cause. But in the ecosphere every effect is also a cause: an ani-
mal’s waste becomes food for soil bacteria; what bacteria excrete
nourishes plants; animals eat the plants. Such ecological cycles are
hard to fit into human experience in the age of technology, where ma-
chine A always yields product B, and product B, once used, is cast away,
having no further meaning for the machine, the product, or the user.

Here is the first great fault in the life of man in the ecosphere. We
have broken out of the circle of life, converting its endless cycles into
man-made, linear events: oil is taken from the ground, distilled into
fuel, burned in an engine, converted thereby into noxious fumes,
which are emitted into the air. At the end of the line is smog. Other
man-made breaks in the ecosphere’s cycle spew out toxic chemicals,
sewage, heaps of rubbish—the testimony to our power to tear the eco-
logical fabric that has, for millions of years, sustained the planet's life.

Suddenly we have discovered what we should have known long
before: that the ecosphere sustains people and everything that they
do; that anything that fails to fit into the ecosphere is a threat to its
finely balanced cycles; that wastes are not only unpleasant, not only
toxic, but, more meaningfully, evidence that the ecosphere is being
driven towards collapse.

If we are to survive, we must understand why this collapse now
threatens. Here the issues become far more complex than even the
ecosphere. Our assaults on the ecosystem are so powerful, so numer-
ous, so finely interconnected, that although the damage they do is
clear, it is very difficult to discover how it was done. By which
weapon? In whose hand? Are we driving the ecosphere to destruc-
tion simply by our growing numbers? By our greedy accumulation
of wealth? Or are the machines which we have built to gain this
wealth—the magnificent technology that now feeds us out of neat
packages, that clothes us in man-made fibers, that surround us with
new chemical creations—at fault?

This book is concerned with these questions. It begins with the
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ecosphere, the setting in which civilization has done its great— and
terrible—deeds. Then it moves to a description of some of the dam

age we have done to the ecosphere—to the air, the water, the soil.
However, by now such horror stories of environmental destruction
are familiar, even tiresome. Much less clear is what we need to learn
from them, and so I have chosen less to shed tears of our past mis-
takes than to try to understand them. Most of this book is an effort to
discover which human acts have broken the circle of life, and why. I
trace the environmental crisis from its overt manifestations in the
ecosphere to the ecological stresses which they reflect, to the faults
in production technology—and in its scientific background—that
generate these stresses, and finally to the economic, social, and po-
litical forces which have driven us down this self-destructive course.
All this in the hope—and expectation—that once we understand the
origins of the environmental crisis, we can begin to manage the huge
undertaking of surviving it.
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Source: From Listen America by Jerry Falwell, copyright © 1980 by Jerry
Falwell. Used by permission of Doubleday, a division of Random House, Inc.

The rise of religious fundamentalism during the rg7os expanded conser-
vatism’s popular base. Evangelical Christians had become more and more
alienated from a culture that seemed to them to trivialize religion and pro-
mote immorality. They demanded the reversal of Supreme Court decisions
banning prayer in public schools, protecting pornography as free speech,
and legalizing abortion. Although it spoke of restoring traditional values,
the “religious Right” proved remarkably adept at using modern technol-
ogy, including mass mailings and televised religious programing, to raise
funds for their crusade and to spread their message. In 1979, Jerry Falwell,
a Virginia minister, created the self styled Moral Majority, devoted to wag-
ing a “war against sin” and electing “pro-life, pro-family, pro-America” can-
didates to office.

WE MUST REVERSE the trend America finds herself in today. Young
people between the ages of twenty-five and forty have been born and
reared in a different world than Americans of years past. The televi-
sion set has been their primary babysitter. From the television set
they have learned situation ethics and immorality—they have
learned a loss of respect for human life. Thev have learned to disre-
spect the family as God has established it. They have been educ%xted
in a public-school system that is permeated with secular humax'nsm.
They have been taught that the Bible is just another book of litera-
ture. They have been taught that there are no absolutes in our world
today. They have been introduced to the drug culture. They hav.e
been reared by the family and the public school in a society that is
greatly void of discipline and character-building. These same young

people have been reared under the influence of a government that -

has taught them socialism and welfarism. They have been taught to
believe that the world owes them a living whether they work or not.

I believe that America was built on integrity, on faith in God, and
on hard work. I do not believe that anyone has ever been successful
in life without being willing to add that last ingredient—diligence or
hard work. We now have second- and third-generation welfare recip-
jents. Welfare is not always wrong. There are those who do need wel-
fare, but we have reared a generation that understands neither the
dignity nor the importance of work.

Every American who looks at the facts must share a deep concern
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and burden for our country. We are not unduly concerned when we
say that there are some very dark clouds on America’s horizon. I am
not a pessimist, but it is indeed a time for truth. If Americans will
face the truth, our nation can be turned around and can be saved
from the evils and the destruction that have fallen upon every other
nation that has turned its back on God.

There is no excuse for what is happening in our country. We must,
from the highest office in the land right down to the shoe shine boy
in the airport, have a return to biblical basics. If the Congress of our
United States will take its stand on that which is right and wrong, and
if our President, our judiciary system, and our state and local leaders
will take their stand on holy living, we can turn this country around.

I personally feel that the home and the family are still held in rev-
erence by the vast majority of the American public. I believe there is
still a vast number of Americans who love their country, are patri-
otic, and are willing to sacrifice for her. I remember the time when it
was positive to be patriotic, and as far as I am concerned, it still s, I

remember as a boy, when the flag was raised, everyone stood proudly
and put his hand upon his heart and pledged allegiance with grali
tude. I remember when the band struck up “The Stars and Stripes
Forever,” we stood and goose pimples would run all over me. I re-
member when I was in elementary school during World War II,
when every report from the other shores meant something to us. We
were not out demonstrating against our boys who were dying in Eu-
rope and Asia. We were praying for them and thanking God for them
and buying war bonds to help pay for the materials and artillery they
needed to fight and win and come back.

I believe that Americans want to see this country come back to ba-
sics, back to values, back to biblical morality, back to sensibility, and
back to patriotism. Americans are looking for leadership and guid-
ance. It is fair to ask the question, “If 84 percent of the American peo-
ple still believe in morality, why is America having such internal
problems?” We must look for the answer to the highest places in
every level of government. We have a lack of leadership in America.
But Americans have been lax in voting in and out of office the right
and the wrong people.

My responsibility as a preacher of the Gospel is one of influence,
not of control, and that is the responsibility of each individual citizen.
Through the ballot box Americans must provide for strong moral
leadership at every level. If our country will get back on the track in



sensibility and moral sanity, the crises that [ have herein mentioned
will work out in the course of time and with God’s blessings.

It is now time to take a stand on certain moral issues, and we can
only stand if we have leaders. We must stand against the Equal
Rights Amendment, the feminist revolution, and the homosexual
revolution. We must have a revival in this country. . . . As a
preacher of the Gospel, [ not only believe in prayer and preaching, I
also believe in good citizenship. If a labor union in America has the
right to organize and improve its working conditions, then I be-
lieve that the churches and the pastors, the priests, and the rabbis
of America have a responsibility, not just the right, to see to it that
the moral climate and conscience of Americans is such that thisna-

tion can be healed inwardly. If it is healed inwardly, then it will
heal itself outwardly. . ..

Americans have been silent much too long. We have stood by and
watched as American power and influence have been systematically
weakened in every sphere of the world.

We are not a perfect nation, but we are still a free nation because
we have the blessing of God upon us. We must continue to follow in
a path that will ensure that blessing. . ..

Let us never forget that as our Constitution declares, we are en-
dowed by our Creator with certain inalienable rights. It is only as we
abide by those laws established by our Creator that He will continue
to bless us with these rights. We are endowed our rights to freedom
and liberty and the pursuit of happiness by the God who created
man to be free and equal.

The hope of reversing the trends of decay in our republic now lies
with the Christian public in America. We cannot expect help from
the liberals. They certainly are not going to call our nation back to
righteousness and neither are the pornographers, the smut peddlers,
and those who are corrupting our youth. Moral Americans must be
willing to put their reputations, their fortunes, and their very lives
on the line for this great nation of ours. Would that we had the
courage of our forefathers who knew the great responsibility that
freedom carries with it. ...

Our Founding Fathers separated church and state in function, but
never intended to establish a government void of God. As is evi-
denced by our Constitution, good people in America must exert an in-
fluence and provide a conscience and climate of morality in which it
is difficult to go wrong, not difficult for people to go right in America.

q

I'am positive in my belief regarding the Constitution that God led
in the development of that document, and as a result, we here in
America have enjoyed 204 years of unparalleled freedom. The most
positive people in the world are people who believe the Bible to be
the Word of God. The Bible contains a positive message. It is a mes-
sage written by 40 men over a period of approximately 1,500 years

under divine inspiration. It is God’s message of love, redemption,
and deliverance for a fallen race. What could be more positive than
the message of redemption in the Bible? But God will force Himself
upon no man. Each individual American must make His choice. ...
Americans must no longer linger in ignorance and apathy. We
cannot be silent about the sins that are destroying this nation. The
choice is ours. We must turn America around or prepare for in-
evitable destruction. I am listening to the sounds that threaten to
take away our liberties in America. And I have listened to God’s ad-

monitions and His direction—the only hopes of saving America. Are
you listening too?
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Source: James Watt, “Enviromentalists: A Threat to the Ecology of the West,”
speech at the Conservation Foundation, Dallas, May 8, 1978, James G. Watt
Papers, American Heritage Center, University of Wyoming.

The rapid growth of the environmentalist movement sparked a conserva-
tive reaction. New environmental regulations led to calls for less govern-
ment intervention in the economy. These were most strident in the West,
where measures to protect the environment threatened irrigation projects
and private access to public lands. Using the language of freedom from gov-
ernment tyranny, western leaders denounced control of large areas of land
by the Bureau of Land Management in Washington, D.C., and insisted that
decision-making power over issues like grazing rights, mining develop-
ment, and whether public lands should be closed to fishing and hunting be
given to the states. Conservative westerners like James Watt, later Secretary
of the Interior under President Reagan, insisted that environmentalism



threatened to prevent the development of the West's energy resources dail
therefore would damage the national economy as a whole.

B S i e e

IN RECENT YEARS, the unique life style of the West has been chal-
lenged. The nation has demanded from our states additional sup-
plies of coal, oil and gas, uranium, forest products, and food and fiber.

Because of good leadership and the rugged individualism of our
citizens, the states of the West have accommodated the new pres-
sures. We have struggled, and with but a few exceptions, have been
able to protect our natural environment while the increased de-
mands have been met. . ..

But now, all this is being threatened.

Today, there is a new political force in the land—a small group of ex-
tremists who don't concern themselves with a balanced perspective or
a concern about improving the quality of life for mankind—they are
called the environmentalists. Unlike the conservationists, they are
single-minded and appear to be determined to accomplish their objec-
tives at whatever cost to society.. ..

The energy resources of the West are and will be the cornerstone
of our future energy needs. There is no other major domestic en-
ergy resource base for the Nation. ... These energy resources will
be developed. The only question remaining is, when? Will it be or-
derly and phased-in over time with Proper environmental safeguards?
Or, will it be explosively developed, fired by a political-economic
crisis...?

My thesis is that because of the actions being taken by extremists
to delay or stop the orderly development of energy resources . . . the
Nation is likely to suffer energy shortages and thus severe economic
hardship. ... When this happens, whether triggered by an Arab oil
boycott, or slowly through time, the politicians in Washington will
seize on the crisis and take whatever €nergy is necessary to extract
energy from the Western states, in order to light and heat the East

and to maintain jobs in the Midwest and on the East coast. The cost

of taking our energy resources in a crisis atmosphere could be the
ravaging of our land and the destruction of our natural resources. . ..
I fear for our ecology in the West and for our lifestyle. When the
economic pressures start strangling the Eastern states due to short
supplies of energy, their political leadership will come after our re-
sources. In the minds of the affected job holders, no price will be too
great (including the destruction of the ecology of the West), to g‘?t
the necessary energy resources to keep their homes heated and their
employment secure. ... _

What is the real motive of these extreme environmentalists? Is it
to simply protect the environment? Is it to delay and deny energy de-
velopment? Is it to weaken America?. ..

I am a concerned Westerner....Today, the extremists—the
environmentalists—are fighting this needed orderly development. I
fear that our states may be ravaged as a result of the actions of the
environmentalists—the greatest threat to the ecology of the West.



