mon, A Discourse on the Love of Our Country, which he delivered a month ull
imprisonment of the French king and queen. When a year later Edmt
published a rebuttal to Price, his Reflections on the Revolution in France, the i
versy heated up. Reflections drew more than fifty further responses, fram
Wollstonecraft, in her Vindication of the Rights of Men (1790), and Thomas Ial
his Rights Of Man (1791), most famously. The extracts we have chosen «
wildly divergent tones those four writers brought to their debating:
Price; declamatory and sometimes blatantly sensationalist in Burke; for
contemptuous in Wollstonecraft, who mocks her opponent’s rhapsodic style
and plain in Paine, who purposefully develops an accessible style meant (¢
the newly literate. The loyalists soon found that, despite their belief tha

mon people were better suited intellectually to deference than to discu N

too needed to mobilize popular support and address Paine’s broad audienii
British government therefore launched a full-throttled propaganda campuiyi
own—an attempt to communicate conservative ideas across the barriers

class that itself represented a radical break with tradition. This section ends iy &

pling the pivotal contributions to that campaign that the brilliant artist James
ray made in the dozens of political prints that he etched during the 17904
that seem to have begun as pictorial synopses of loyalist pamphlets, but whoue i
tactics took them far beyond that assigned function. Gillray’s exaggerated dejild
of English radicals and members of the Parisian mob made revolutionary
depraved and a tad ludicrous and convinced many that total anarchy was the |
table consequence of any mass movement for political reform.

RICHARD PRICE

ichard Price (1723—1791) was a Unitarian minister in London and a will
.moral philosophy, population, and the national debt, among other toplii.
full title of his sermon, which prompted Burke’s Reflections and in turn the w
of responses to Burke, is A Discourse on the Love of Our Country, Delivered un
4, 1789, at the Meeting-House in the Old Jewry, to the Society for Commemorall
Revolution in Great Britain. The London Revolution Society had been foundel
earlier to mark the hundredth anniversary of the “bloodless” Glorious Re
1688, which ended the short reign of King James II and produced the Dec
Right, establishing a limited monarchy and guaranteeing the civil rights of priyl
classes. The first two-thirds of the extracts given here commemorate that Reval
in the final third, beginning “What an eventful period is this!” Price greets witl
gious fervor “two other Revolutions, both glorious,” the American and the I
The Discourse went through six editions in its first year of publication.

From A Discourse on the Love of Our Country

We are met to thank God for that event in this country to which the nu
Tue REvoLUTION has been given; and which, for more than a century, If
been usual for the friends of freedom, and more especially Protestant
senters, under the title of the REvoLUTION SOCIETY, to celebrate

upotism had been long preparing for us were broken; the rights of
lo were asserted, a tyrant expelled, and a Sovereign of our own
ipuinted in his room. Security was given to our property, and our
were emancipated. The bounds of free enquiry were enlarged;
in which are the words of eternal life, was laid more open to our
oy and that aera of light and liberty was introduced among us, by
huve been made an example to other kingdoms, and became the
ol the world. Had it not been for this deliverance, the probability
intend of being thus distinguished, we should now have been a base
ning under the infamy and misery of popery and slavery. Let us,
 ulfer thanksgivings to God, the author of all our blessings. * * *
Il known that King James was not far from gaining his purpose;
bably he would have succeeded, had he been less in a hurry.
i fool as well as a bigot. He wanted courage as well as prudence;
1, lled, and left us to settle quietly for ourselves that constitution
unt which is now our boast. We have particular reason, as Protes-
ters, to rejoice on this occasion. It was at this time we were res-
il persecution, and obtained the liberty of worshipping God in the
.‘ think most acceptable to him. It was then our meeting houses
(l, our worship was taken under the protection of the law, and the
‘0l toleration gained a triumph. We have, therefore, on this occa-
illur reasons for thanksgiving.—But let us remember that we ought
y ourselves with thanksgivings. Our gratitude, if genuine, will be
" il with endeavours to give stability to the deliverance our coun-
tuined, and to extend and improve the happiness with which the
i has blest us.—Let us, in particular, take care not to forget the
[ the Revolution. This Society has, very properly, in its Reports,
we principles; as an instruction to the public. I will only take
three following:
‘right to liberty of conscience in religious matters.
U | The right to resist power when abused. And,
v Ihe right to chuse our own governors; to cashier them for mis-
il to frame a government for ourselves.
il |
4
tther direct you to remember, that though the Revolution was a
it was by no means a perfect work; and that all was not then
leh was necessary to put the kingdom in the secure and complete
i 0f the blessings of liberty.—In particular, you should recollect,
leration then obtained was imperfect. It included only those who
their faith in the doctrinal articles of the church of England. It
‘been since extended, but not sufficiently; for there still exist
on account of religious opinions, which (were they carried into
‘would shut up many of our places of worship, and silence and
ime of our ablest and best men.—The TEST LaWS are also still in
L dleprive of eligibility to civil and military offices, all who cannot
he established worship. It is with great pleasure I find that the
lestant Dissenters, though defeated in two late attempts to deliver
from this disgrace to it, have determined to persevere. Should
I succeed, they will have the satisfaction, not only of removing
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