j ‘37 « To which let
meiadd, that he who approprates land to hunsclf by his labour,
docs not lessen but increase the common $tock of mankind, For
the! -provisions serving to the support of humanc lif¢, produced
by ‘one acre of inclosed and cultivated land, are (to speak much
thhm compasse) ten tmes more, than thosc, which are yiclded
by an 2cre of Land, of 2n equal dchnesse, lyeing wast in common.
And therefor he, that incloses Land and has 2 greater plenty of
theyconveniencys of life from ten acres, than he could have from
an hundred left to Nature, may truly be said, to give nincty acres
to Mankind, For his labour now supplys him with provisions
ouf of ten acres, which were but the produé of an hundred lymg
in common, I have here rated the improved land very low in
making its produ& but as tca to-onc, when it is much nearer
anthundred to one, For I aske whether in the wild woods and
ungultivated wast of America left to Nature, without any improve-
meat, tillage or husbandry, a2 thousand acres will yield the ncedy
and wretched inhabitants as many ‘conveniencies of lifc as ten

acfes of equally fertile land doc in Devonshire where they are
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6., .. Now of those
things which Nature hath provided in common, every cne
had 2 Right (as hath been said) to as much as he could use, and
had 2 Property in all that he could affe& with his Labour: all that
his. Indu.s;try could extend to, to alter from the State Nature had
put it in, was his, He that garlxnd a Hundred Bushels of Acoms
or: Apples, had thereby 2 Property in them; they were his Goods
asisoon a3 ga . He wus only to look that he used them
before they spoiled; clsc he took more then his share, and robb'd
others. And indeed it was a foolish thing, as well as dishonest, to
hoard up more than be could make vse of. If he gave away a pant
totany body else, so that it perished not usclesly in his Possession,
these he also made use of. And if he also bartered away Plumbs
. thar would have rotted in 3 Weck, for Nuts that would lagt good
for his cating a whole Year, he did no injury; he wasted not the
.comumon Stock; destroyed .no part of the portion of Goods that
bélonged to or.hx:u, so long as nothing pedshed uselesly in his
hinds, Again, if he would give his Nuts for a picce of Metal,
pleased with it colour; or exchange his Sheep for Shells, or Wool
for a sparkling Pebble or a Diamond, and keep those by him all
his Life, be invaded oot the Right of others, he might heap up
15 much of these durable things a3 he pleased; the exeeeding of
« tbs bownds of biz just Property not lying in the largencss of his
Possession, but the pedshing of any thing uselesly in it.
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48, And as diffcrent degrees of Industry were apt to give
Men Possessions in different Proportions, so this Irveation of
Money gave them the opportunity to continue and cnlarge them.
For supposing an Island, separatc from all possible Commerce
with the reft of the World, wherein there were but 2 hundred
Families, but there were Sheep, Horses and Cows, with other
uscful Animals, wholsome Fruits, and Land ¢nough for Com for
2 bundred thousand tmes as many, but nothing in the Island,
cither because of its Commonness, or Perishableness, fit to supply
the place of Money: What reason could any onec have there to
enlarge his Possessions beyond the use of his Family, and 2 plentiful
supply to its Consumption, cither in what their own Industry
produced, or they could barter for like perishable, useful Com-
modities, with others? Where there is not something both lasdng
und scarce, and so valuable to be hoarded up, there Men will
oot be ape to enlarge their Possessions of Land, were it never so
rich, never so free for them to take. For I ask, What would
1 Man value Ten Thousand, or an Hundred Thousand Acres of
accllent Land, ready culuvatcd and well Stocked too with Cattle,
in the middle of the in-land Parts of America, where he had no
bopes of Commerce with other Parts of the World, to draw
Money to him by the Sale of the Produ&? It would not be worth
the inclosing, and we should see him give up again to the
wild Common of Nature, whatever was more than would supply

" the Coaveniencies of Life to be had there for him and his
Family,

49. Thus in the beginning all the World was America, and more
so than that is now; for no such thing as Money was any where
known. Find out something that hath the Use and Value of

Money among$t his Neighbours, you shall sec the same Man will
begin presently to enlarge his Possessions.

jo. But since Gold and Silver, being little useful to the Life

of Man in propordon to Food, Rayment, and Carriage, has its

w/w only from the coasent of Men, whereof Labour yet makes,
in grest part, #b¢ messry, it is plain, that Men have agreed to
dispropordonate and uncqual Possession of the Earth, they
having by a tacit and voluntary conseat found out a way, how
3 man may firly possess wmore land than he himself can use the
product of, by receiving in exchange for the overplus, Gold and
Silver, which may be hoarded up without injury to any ont, these
metalls not spoileing or d;mymg in the hands of the posscssor.
This partage of things, in an incquality of private possessions,
men have made pra&icable out of the bounds of Societie, and

without compad&, only by putting a value oa gold and silver and

_taditly agreeing in the use of Moncy.
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