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Thus Spoke the S--c*i-;m-ce Apologist

:: l::::: : ::::;’I’::;E:ft:}d::ital that at the start of a new millennium, Jduring
prophecics of Rk as the saientific age, many people still look back to the

. ation with such fearsome awe. There i growing Cynicistn
toward science, a sense of betrayal, of promises unrealized. After all, was not
science supposed 1 be the new redeemer, the accumulated knowledge of the
world, ou r shining sword to ward off the threats of unpredictable nature? We
get cures for myriad diseases only to discover new, incurable ones; we create
new technologies thar suppasedly make life easier and maore pleasant, only to
spend more hours than ever at work. Fven worse, technology advances so fast
that it is v irtually impossible for most of us to keep up, and a vast “technological

underclass” 1s emerging, reminiscent of the soctally displaced rural migrants in
the medieval cities. We can send a man to the Moon (or could, when it was

politically relevant) but cannot feed mast of the world's population, We con-
sume the natural resources of our planet with an appetite worthy of one of
Daniel’s apocalyptic beasts, feeding our endless greed for material goods with-
out fooking back at the devastation we often leave behind. And all this thanks

lo “science”!
So goes the credo of the discontent. Now I must wear the robes of the %;. i

ence Apologist and refure all the above accusations.
“First and foremost, science does not promise rrdrmptmn. Scence is a

human invention pI‘t“ﬂCfH}}ﬂ"{j with understanding the workings of nature. [t i t:lz
a hody of knowledge about the universe and its many inhabitants, Iwmg
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nonliving, accumulated through a process of constant testing and refinement
known as the scientific method. What the practice and study of science doe

provide is a path back to nature, a way of reintegrating ourselves wmh he
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itual slavery caused by an irrational fear of the unknown. i the
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choice of self-empowerment, which ma) 1 : ;
. eience adds a new dimension to life,

In transforming mystery into challenge, i s
And a new dimension opens more paths woward self-fulfillment.” Thus spoke
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the Science Apologist.

“Second, science does not determine what 1s
And this decision often falls into the hands ot politicians,

e biame for the darker uses of sci-
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knowledge: we do.
chosen by society, at least in a democracy. [he
ence must be shared by all of us: Are we to blame the inventor of gunpowder

for all the deaths from gunshots and exj Vosives? Or the inventor of the micro-
scope for the development of biological warfare? We, the scientists, have the
duty to make elear to the public what we do in our labs, and what conse-
quences, good or bad, our inventions may have for society at large. But there is
no such thing as ‘the scientists’ as a group that shares a set of morals or views, or
the blame for the uses and abuses of science. There is, I would like to believe, a
common set of goals, to better understand the world and our place in it and, ves,
to imprave our living conditions and health. It has been argued that defense
.ﬁf;ﬁg‘i peace, that the accumulation of an arsenal of destruction wards off fur- :
~ ther armed conflicts, at least large-scale ones, We created a war without win-
| __i&frm. Thus, many in the defense and weapons andustries see themselves % 3
Wardms ﬁ{ the peace and not creators of weapons of destruction. Pﬁfﬁﬁmﬁ%
*" mﬂ&ct Wﬂapﬂﬁs to gmimmw the

peace as a sad f:{mhrmamaﬁ
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v 1t groups are plotting 1o take over the world
movies such as Wag the Dog describe the fabrication of reali-
a; hugely Popular sci-fi television shows such as X-Files
4 secret conspiracy involving a partnership between sectors
of the U.S. government and aliens. Those fears are contrasted with the Hmages
“the beautiful stars, the rich and famous, the ones with
all the new techno-toys you can possibly find. As a result, many people
feel used and useless, mere spectators in a game they can never play. This situa-
ton, within limits, can be compared to what was happening in Europe in the
thirteenth century, when a large urban underclass was developing. Now and

then, a charismatic leader appears, promising salvation and redemption, a new

becomes plausible:
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