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62 The Essence of the Old Testament: A Survey
Leah and Rachel. the daughters of Laban, his mother’s brothers (29:1-29). in route to
Haran, Jacob stopped at Luz where he encountered God in the dream of the angelic
stairway. Believing it to be the “gate of heaven,” he renamed it Bethel (“*house of
God™), and vowed that the Lord (Yalnveh) would be his God (28:16-21).

Jacob’s marriages to Leah and Rachel are carefully traced because through these
marriages (and their maidservants) would come 12 sons who would become the 12
tribes of Israel (Gen 29-30:24). The 14 years Jacob served Laban in order to mairy
Rachel were necessary in order to mold Jacob's character. Only as Jacob the deceiver
encountered the deception of Laban could this flaw in his character be rectified. Even
though Jacob was deceived into matrying Leah, she would become the mother of
H:;u._.a and perpetuate the messianic line of Christ (Matt 1:1-2).

After residing about 20 years in Haran, God told Jacob to leave and return to
Bethel (35:1). This decision became the turning point of Jacob’s life as he finally
returned to the Promised Land. So dramatic was his desire to please the Lord that he
insisted his family “get rid of the foreign gods” they had accumulated (35:2). Cmo:
returning to Bethel, he called on the “God of Bethel” (el bethe), indicating his full
intention to serve the Lord. As a result, God changed his name from Jacob to Israel
(35:10), setting the stage for the rest of the story.

fire Jabbol River

D. Joseph (Genesis 37:1-50:26)

Genesis 37-50 focuses on Joseph as the human instrument God would use to relo-
cate the nation in Egypt. God’s selection of the younger brother to accomplish His will
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reveals a pattern (Isaac over Ishmael, Jacob over Esau, Judah and Joseph over Reuben,
Ephraim over Manasseh) throughout the book, indicating that God is not limited by
human preferences or traditional customs. God revealed His purpose for Joseph in a
dream. When he shared the dream with his brothers, they became envious and sold him
as a slave into Egypt (Genesis 37), setting the stage for their own descendants’ future
enslavement in Egypt.

Despite his brother’s evil intentions and subsequent deception of their father
Jacob, Genesis 39—41 records the circumstances by which Joseph was promoted to
second in command over all of Egypt as a grand vizer to Pharaoh (probably Sesostris
[11)."2 Joseph’s exaltation is attributed to his faithfulness to God in both Potiphar’s
household and in prison (Gen 39:2-5,21-23; 40:8; 41:16). In Gen 42:1-47:26, Jacob’s
descendants finally settled in Egypt. Judah’s willingness to become a substitute for
Benjamin erases the hostility between Joseph and his brothers and resulted in all the
brothers being reunited (Genesis 45) and bringing their father Jacob to Egypt (Genesis
46). The family eventually settled in Goshen in the delta region, where they main-
tained their distinctiveness as God’s special nation (Genesis 47).

Genesis 48-50 concludes with Jacob blessing Joseph’s sons (Gen 48:8-22),
Jacob’s prophetic blessings pronounced upon the tribes (Gen 49:1-28), Jacob's
burial in Canaan (Gen 50:1-14), Joseph’s prediction that the nation would return to
Canaan (Gen 50:24), and the oath by the sons of 1srael that they would bury Joseph’s
bones in Canaan (Gen 50:25). Of particular significance regarding the guarantee of
future covenant blessing was the prediction that the Messiah would come from Judah
(Gen 49:10; Matt 1:2,6). Genesis 49:10 is messianic in that it teaches that the ruler’s
statf would remain in Judah “until the one comes to whom it belongs” (the meaning of

The step-pyramid of King Djoser (Zoser) of the Third Dynasty located ai Saqqa
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Shiloh)."* While Judah received the messianic promise, Joseph was given a double
blessing through the adoption of his sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, as “sons of Israel,”
each becoming future tribes of Israel.

In Genesis God set in motion His redemptive program that would bring forth the
Messiah who would one day restore God’s original design for creation (Gen 3:15). To
accomplish this goal, God created and preserved an elect nation that would one day
bring forth the long-awaited Messiah from the tribe of Judah (Gen 49:10). The founda-
tion of this new nation was the Abrahamic covenant. This covenant, which is described
(Genesis 15) and traced throughout the book of Genesis, would later be confirmed to
the exodus generation (Exod 6:2-8). Thus, the author sets the stage for the story of the
exodus that follows.

The mosque of the patriarchs at Hebron built over the traditional site of the Cave of
Machpelah. ’

THEOLOGICAL SIGNIFICANCE

Genesis begtns with the act of creation and ends with the words, “in a coffin in
Egypt” (50:26). In between the author lays the foundation of all biblical theology.
The opening verse of the Bible assumes, rather than attempting to prove, the existence
of God and the fact of creation by His sovereign will and spoken word (Genesis 1).
Genesis defines human beings as a unigue and distinct creation made in the image
of God (1:26) and given & mandate to rule God’s creation (1:28). However, Adam’s
sin brought death and disorder to the creation and often resulted in divine Jjudgment
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(1:24; 6:5-7; 11:8). As the world turned away from God, He turned to one man, call-
ing Abraham (0 believe, trust, and follow Him (Gen 12:1--3), promising to make of his
descendants a “great nation” through which He would bless all peoples. The election
of Israel was confirmed by the Abrahamic covenant (15:1-6) and reaffirmed to his
descendants Isaac, Jacob, and Jacob's 12 sons—the forefathers of the nation of Israel.
Paul House observes, “Genesis acts a foundational prelude 1o Israel’s greatest defining
moment (Sinai) and Israel’s immediate future (the conquest of Canaan)”"™*

For ?2_._2 Reading

Arnold, Bill. Genesis. New York: Cambridge University Press, 2009.

Davis, John J. Paradise to Prison: Studies in Genesis. Grand Rapids: Baker,
1975.

Hamilton, Victor. Genesis, 2 vols. NICOT. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1990,
1995.

Mathews, Kenneth. Genesis 1:1-11:26 and Genesis 11:27-50:26. NAC 1A, 1B.
Nashville: B&H, 1996, 2005.

Morris, Henry M. The Genesis Record: A Scientificand Devotional Commentary
on the Book of Beginnings. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1976.

Ross, Allen. Creation and Blessing: A Guide to the Study and Exposition of
Genesis. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1996.

Study Questions

1. In what way are human beings uniquely created by God?

2. How does the fallen nature of humanity affect our relationship to
God?

3. How does the biblical description of the flood (Genesis 6-9) indi-
cate its extent?

4. In what way is Abraham’s faith an example to us today?

5. What can we learn about the importance of character and per-
sonal integrity from the contrasting stories of Jacob and Joseph?

ENDNOTES

Academic, 2011), 136-73. They view Moses as the substantial and predominant author, with
minor editorial insertions such as the reference to Dan in Gen 14:14. Others, like W. S. LaSor,
. A. Hubbard, and F. W. Bush (Old Testament Survey: The Message, Form, and Background
of the Old Testament [Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1996], 8-13), view the book as being shaped
by “inspired authors, editors, and trad; of God's chosen people.”

2. Allen Ross, Creation and Blessing: A Guide 1o the Study and Exposition of Genesis
(Grand Rapids: Buaker, 1996), 72-73.
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