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Readings

UNIT I - Introduction: What Is ‘Environmental History’ and Why Does It Matter?

Reading 1

Noel T. Boaz., ‘Ecological Changes and Primate Evolution: The Prime
Movers of Change’ from Boaz, Eco Homo: How the Human Being
Emerged from the Cataclysmic History of the Earth (1997).

UNIT II - Prehistoric Environmental Themes, 2.5 Million to 5000 Years Ago

Reading 2

Reading 3

Reading 4

Nicholas Wade, ‘Exodus,” from Wade, Before the Dawn: Recovering the
Lost History of Our Ancestors (2006).

Brian Fagan, ‘The Power of the Hunt,” from Fagan, Cro-Magnon: How
the Ice Age Gave Birth to the First Modern Humans (2010).

Robert Wright, ‘The Inevitability of Agriculture,” from Wright, Nonzero:
The Logic of Human Destiny (2000); Cyril Aydon, ‘Putting Down Roots,’
from Aydon, Humankind: 150,000 Years of Human History (2007).

UNIT III - The Environmental Impact of Civilization, 5000 to 100 Years Ago

Reading 5

Reading 6

Reading 7

Reading 8

J. Donald Hughes, ‘Greek Attitudes toward Nature’ and ‘Roman Attitudes
toward Nature,” from Hughes, Ecology in Ancient Civilizations (1975).

Brian Fagan, ‘The Medieval Warm Period,’ from Fagan, The Little Ice
Age: How Climate Made History, 1300-1850 (2000).

Jared Diamond, ‘Lethal Gift of Livestock,” from Diamond, Guns, Germs,
and Steel: The Fates of Human Societies (1997).

David Christian, ‘Birth of the Modern World,” from Christian, Maps of
Time: An Introduction to Big History (2004).

UNIT IV — An Age Like No Other: Environmental Challenges of the 20™ Century

Reading 9

Randall Fitzgerald, ‘What Are We Doing to Ourselves?” & ‘Reading the
Signs,” from Fitzgerald, The Hundred-Year Lie: How to Protect Yourself
From the Chemicals That Are Destroying Your Health (2006).



Reading 10 James Howard Kunstler, ‘The Evil Empire,” from Kunstler, The
Geography of Nowhere: The Rise and Decline of America’s Man-Made
Landscape (1993).

Reading 11 Jeftrey D. Sachs, ‘Our Crowded Planet,” from Sachs, Common Wealth:
Economics for a Crowded Planet (2008).

Reading 12 Paul Collier, ‘The Natural Resource Trap,” from Collier, The Bottom
Billion: Why the Poorest Countries Are Failing and What Can Be Done
About It (2007).

UNIT V - Eve of Destruction: An Environmental History of the Future

Reading 13 James Lovelock, ‘To the Next World,” from Lovelock, The Vanishing
Face of Gaia: A Final Warning (2009); Jan Zalasiewicz, ‘Meeting the
People,” from Zalasiewicz, The Earth After Us: What Legacy Will Humans
Leave in the Rocks? (2008).
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Introduction
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