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Assignment 6A: Research Paper Outline (Example) 


Your paper should consist of three basic parts: the introduction, the body, and the conclusion. 


Introduction: The introduction identifies the central theme of the paper and previews major 


points to be made. It tells the reader what your paper is about and what key points you will 


discuss. 


Body of the paper: The body of the paper can be described as the “meat” of the paper. It is where 


you make your arguments, present your evidence, and provide a detailed discussion of the main 


points of your paper. 


Conclusion: The conclusion summarizes key points and brings the paper to a logical close. It 


should not be used to introduce new thoughts but should leave the reader with a good summary 


of your paper. 


For your outline, you are expected to provide: (1) a detailed introduction, (2) a bulleted overview 


of key points that will be addressed in the body of your paper, and (3) a detailed conclusion. As 


students tend to have difficulties preparing an introduction and a conclusion, an example of each, 


as well as comments regarding the examples, is provided below. 


Example Introduction: 


Enshrined in the Sixth Amendment to the Constitution, the right to legal representation is a 


cornerstone of the American criminal justice system. The trial process is complex, and courts 


recognize that, without adequate legal representation, defendants may be unable to present an 


effective defense against skilled government prosecutors. The Sixth Amendment grants 


defendants “the assistance of counsel” but leaves the courts to more clearly define what this 


means. Through a multitude of cases, the Supreme Court articulated the importance of legal 


assistance and identified when legal representation must be provided. It also addressed the issue 


of self-representation and the right of defendants to proceed without legal counsel. 


Notes on the example introduction: The example introduction identifies the central theme of the 


paper – the right to legal representation. It also previews major points to be made: (1) the 


importance of legal assistance; (2) when legal representation must be provided; and (3) the right 


of self-representation. The introduction tells the reader what the paper is about and identifies the 


key points that will be addressed in the paper. 


Example Conclusion: 


The right to legal representation as guaranteed by the Sixth Amendment has undergone quite a 


transformation over time. Initially a right in only federal trials, the Court used the Due Process 


Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment to expand the right to state trials for capital offenses, then 


felony offenses, and finally all cases in which life or liberty are at stake. Without the right to 








counsel, there would be an increased likelihood that innocent defendants would be convicted 


dueto their inability to prepare and present an adequate defense. As important as the right to 


counsel is, however, some defendants opt to represent themselves, without the benefit of legal 


assistance. Ultimately, the Court determined that all defendants are entitled to legal assistance, 


but this right cannot be forced upon those who knowingly and intelligently choose to waive it. 


Notes on the sample conclusion: The example conclusion summarizes key points in the paper 


and brings the paper to a logical end. It reviews the central theme of the paper – the right to legal 


representation – and summarizes key points of the paper: (1) the right to legal assistance is an 


important aspect of the criminal trial process; (2) the right to legal assistance has evolved over 


time; and (3) defendants have the right to refuse legal representation, under certain conditions. 


The conclusion does not introduce new ideas and leaves the reader with a general summary of 


the paper. 


Sample Outline 


I. Introduction 


Enshrined in the Sixth Amendment to the Constitution, the right to legal representation is a 


cornerstone of the American criminal justice system. The trial process is complex, and courts 


recognize that, without adequate legal representation, defendants may be unable to present an 


effective defense against skilled government prosecutors. The Sixth Amendment grants 


defendants “the assistance of counsel” but leaves the courts to more clearly define what this 


means. Through a multitude of cases, the Supreme Court articulated the importance of legal 


assistance and identified when legal representation must be provided. It also addressed the issue 


of self-representation and the right of defendants to proceed without legal counsel. 


II. Body of the Paper 


 A. Importance of Legal Assistance 
  1. Ensure Due Process 


  2. Safeguard Constitutional Rights 


  3. Fairness and Integrity of the Trial Process 


  4. Protect the Innocent from Conviction 


 B. The Right to Counsel 


  1. Police Actions and Pre-Trial Activities 


  2. State and Federal Trials 


  3. Misdemeanors and Felony Trials 


  4. When life or liberty is at stake 


 C. The Right to Self-Representation 


  1. Knowing and Intelligent Waiver of Rights 


  2. Competency of Defendant 


  3. Understanding of Court Proceedings 


 








III. Conclusion 


The right to legal representation as guaranteed by the Sixth Amendment has undergone quite a 


transformation over time. Initially a right in only federal trials, the Court used the Due Process 


Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment to expand the right to state trials for capital offenses, then 


felony offenses, and finally all cases in which life or liberty are at stake. Without the right to 


counsel, there would be an increased likelihood that innocent defendants would be convicted due 


to their inability to prepare and present an adequate defense. As important as the right to counsel 


seems to be, however, some defendants opt to represent themselves, without the benefit of legal 


assistance. Ultimately, the Court determined that all defendants are entitled to legal assistance, 


but this right cannot be forced upon those who knowingly and intelligently choose to waive it 
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