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Introduction
Canada is a land of immigrants. According to Statistics Canada, 
more than 18 percent of Canadians migrated here from another 
country. In the 2001 census, 76 percent of Canadians identified 
an ethnic origin other than “Canadian” or “North American 
Indian.” People from all over the world have migrated here and 
placed their mark on the land called Canada.


In this lesson, you will learn about the nature and dynamics of 
human migration. You will explore the various types and motives 
for international migration. You will also examine the reasons 
people make the significant decision to move to another country. 
You will learn about various models of migration, including 
push-pull structural theory and the capital-value approach. 
You’ll have the opportunity to assess the interaction between 
the global economy and the migration of people. Finally, you will 
learn about recent trends and migration patterns, such as the 
emergence of human trafficking and the international efforts to 
prevent it.


What You Will Learn


After completing this lesson, you will be able to


•	 explain why recent events involving refugees have occurred 
and evaluate what governments are doing about these events


•	 comment on the impact of selected human migrations on 
natural and human systems 


•	 list ways in which countries are working together to help with 
the flow of people between their countries


•	 suggest ways in which regions of the world such as Europe 
or Asia can persuade other regions to help them control 
problems such as illegal migration and trafficking of people


•	 explain how a country’s migration policy is influenced by its 
economic and cultural conditions
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Glossary of Key Terms


The following terms are in bold in the lesson.


brain drain: loss of skilled professionals caused by emigration.


environmental refugee: person forced to leave their home due to an 
environmental catastrophe.


global migration: individual or family moves across an international 
border for permanent or semi-permanent residence. 


involuntary migration: when people are forced to move from one country to 
another without wanting to do so.


landed immigrant or 
permanent resident:


someone who has been given legal status to remain 
in a country and eventually apply for citizenship.


pull factor: something that attracts people toward another home 
and way of life, such as employment opportunities.


push factor: something that pushes people away from their home 
and way of life, such as warfare.


stepped migration: migrants usually take a series of steps before 
reaching their final settlement destination.


temporary resident or 
seasonal migrant:


worker who moves to a country in order to fill a job 
requirement for a set period of time.


transnationalism: allegiance to multiple countries, often with dual 
citizenship. 


voluntary migration: people themselves make a decision to move.
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What Is Global Migration?
In a constantly evolving world of work opportunities and living 
conditions, one way to improve way of life for oneself or one’s 
family is to decide to move to another country. It can be an 
enormous gamble and is often a life-altering decision. Global 
migration occurs when an individual or family moves across an 
international border for permanent or semi-permanent residence. 
According to the International Organization for Migration 
(IOM), up to 1.5 million people move from one country to another 
each year. Canada receives among the most global migrants 
of any country in the world. Only four countries have a higher 
percentage of immigrants in their population: Luxembourg, 
Australia, Switzerland, and New Zealand. 


People who travel from one country to reside in another fall 
under one of two types of migration: voluntary and involuntary.


Voluntary Migration


Voluntary migration involves people who themselves make 
a decision to move. There are many reasons for making this 
decision, and there are a number of different types of voluntary 
migrant. 


Settlers are individuals and families who decide that there is 
a better future in living permanently in a different country. 
Countries such as the United States, Australia, and Canada have 
benefited greatly from settlers. In the past, this kind of migration 
often involved lengthy and time-consuming journeys, isolation 
from friends, and many hardships. Today, advances in travel 
technology and telecommunications mean this is not as difficult. 
Families and friends left behind are much “closer” and can be 
in regular contact, making a transition to a new life a lot easier. 
Most of these migrants follow carefully monitored government 
processes and rules. Most acquire landed immigrant or 
permanent-resident status. As the term implies, a permanent 
resident has the legal right to remain in the country. Most will 
eventually become citizens of their adopted country.
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Countries that receive immigrants often benefit from the many 
skills of the new settlers.  Many professionals and doctors, for 
example, leave India and Pakistan for higher-paying jobs in the 
Middle East, Europe, or North America. From the perspective 
of India or Pakistan, this is known as a “brain drain” since the 
country loses many of its educated people. Figure 5.1 shows the 
percentage of native-born and foreign-born persons in selected 
OECD countries that have received post-secondary education. In 
Canada for example, there is a higher likelihood that you have 
received post-secondary education if you were foreign-born than 
if you were born in Canada. In this respect, Canada has imported 
skills through immigration.


Native-born Foreign-born


Canada 31.5 38.0


France 16.9 18.1


Germany 19.5 15.5


Hungary 10.7 19.8


Korea 26.7 31.2


New Zealand 27.2 31.0


Sweden 22.8 24.2


Switzerland 18.1 23.7


USA 26.9 24.8


  Figure 5.1. Persons with higher education in selected OECD countries.


   Source: Jean-Christophe Dumont and Georges Lemaître, Counting Immigrants and Expatriates in OECD Countries: A 
New Perspective. © Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development, 2005. 


Temporary residents or seasonal migrants move to a 
country in order to fill a job requirement. A worker may have 
received a job offer that involves a fixed-time contract. Letters 
of permission or visas are granted by the host country allowing 
the worker to stay, often with his or her family, until the job 
is complete. At that time, they are required to return to their 
country of origin. For example, seasonal agricultural workers 
from Latin American countries help harvest crops in the United 
States and Canada; domestic workers from eastern Asia work as 
child minders in Europe, North America, and the Middle East; 
and telecommunication specialists from Europe work in Middle 
Eastern countries developing telephone and satellite systems.
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Figure 5.2 illustrates the importance of temporary residents to 
the economies of some poor countries. Temporary residents often 
send a significant portion of their savings home to the rest of 
their families. For example, the remittance of funds by Mexicans 
working overseas amounted to 2 percent of Mexico’s GDP.


The International Labour Organization believes there will be a 
huge increase in international work contracts in the near future 
as companies expand throughout the world. The OECD suggests 
further that as the developing world becomes more industrialized 
and modern there will be a massive increase in jobs. It predicts 
that by 2020 the workforce in the developing countries will 
increase 40 percent. This corresponds to an estimated 700 
million new jobs. There will be enormous pressure for the global 
movement of people with skills to fill these jobs.  


2001 $m % GDP


1 Mexico 9920 2%


2 India * 9119 2%


3 Philippines 6325 8%


4 Morocco 3234 10%


5 Egypt 2876 3%


6 Turkey 2786 1%


7 Bangladesh 2100 4%


8 Dominican Republic 1960 10%


9 El Salvador 1899 14%


10 Jordan 1818 22%


* For India the data are for 2000


  Figure 5.2. Remittances sent to country of origin, 2001.


   Source: Peter Stalker, Stalker’s Guide to International Migration, pstalker.com/migration/mg_stats_5.htm; IMF Balance 
of Payments Statistics (2002); United Nations Human Development Programme, Human Development Report (2002). 


Student migrants spend fixed amounts of time in a host country, 
often many years, attending educational establishments such as 
schools, colleges, and universities. Many are offered permanent 
residency status on the completion of their studies because of the 
value of the skills they acquire. 
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Many thousands of people move to new countries without the 
permission of the host country, and are thus illegal workers. 
They have faked documents, or none at all, and have to remain 
“invisible” to the authorities of that country. As they live in secret 
from the law, they are also prone to exploitation with threats of 
exposure to the authorities. Most find themselves in very low-
paying jobs or illegal work such as the sex trade. On discovery, 
they are deported back to their country of origin. 


Involuntary Migration


Involuntary migration takes place when an individual or family 
is forced to move from one country to another without wanting to 
do so. There are three main reasons: poverty, fear of conflict, and 
the quality of the environment. 


Absolute poverty and despair may make it difficult for 
individuals and families to survive. They are often forced to try 
to find a better opportunity for themselves. This may involve 
illegally crossing to another country where they believe economic 
conditions are better. As in the case of all illegal workers, these 
people can become prey to exploitation. This is often described as 
a modern form of slavery. 


An environment can deteriorate in quality to the point that 
people can no longer live there. Perhaps the soils have dried 
up or lost their nutrients, or trees may have been cut down 
to provide wood for fuel. Faced with lack of food or adequate 
water, millions are forced to seek refuge elsewhere and become 
environmental refugees. The International Organization for 
Migration suggests there are about 25 million environmental 
refugees worldwide, mostly in Africa, East Asia, and Central 
America. 


Conflict and fear drive individuals and families across borders 
seeking a safe haven. Wars, regional conflicts, local war lords, 
and drug kings cause people to fear for their personal safety and 
that of their families. The United Nations estimates that nearly 
one in six people around the world lives in a climate of fear. This 
puts enormous stresses on “safe countries” such as Canada to 
accept refugees on humanitarian grounds. 








www.ilc.org  Copyright © 2007 The Ontario Educational Communications Authority. All rights reserved.


Canadian and World Issues CGW4U-A Lesson 5, page 7


Involuntary or forced migration is a growing problem. The 
United Nations High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR), formed 
to help refugees settle around the world, estimates that there are 
about 50 million refugees and displaced people. The majority are 
women and children. In Africa alone, it is estimated 10 million 
people are displaced within their own countries, and more than 
4 million have fled to neighbouring countries.  


      
Support Questions 
(do not send in for evaluation)


44. What are the four types of voluntary migrants?


45. Describe some of the reasons people may be forced to migrate 
elsewhere.


There are Suggested Answers to Support Questions at the end of 
this unit.


Two Theories of Migration


Push-Pull Structural Theory


Geographers have long considered that people migrate due to 
major influences in their economic, political, or social lives. These 
are called “push” and “pull” factors. A push factor is something 
that pushes people away from their home and way of life. A pull 
factor attracts them toward another home and way of life. Push-
pull structural theory therefore describes significant outside 
forces that act on individuals and families to urge them to move 
to other countries.


An example of a push factor would be land that is drying out. A 
farmer may be forced to take his family to an area with better 
growing conditions. According to the New Internationalist, about 
135 million people are threatened by what it describes as “land 
degradation”—grazing land that is turning into desert. Fighting 
in Afghanistan has forced thousands to flee into nearby Pakistan 
for refuge. Fighting and conflict have forced hundreds of 
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thousands to flee areas of Sudan and seek refuge in neighbouring 
countries such as Chad, Uganda, Democratic Republic of Congo, 
Kenya, and Ethiopia. Economic conditions have forced thousands 
to migrate from impoverished areas to try their luck in what 
they consider better-off countries. 


Migrants are also attracted to new places because of what they 
have to offer, or pull factors. Canada, which receives hundreds 
of thousands of applications each year from people and families 
who want to live there, is regularly reported in the UN Human 
Development Report to be one of the best countries in the world 
in which to live. Canada’s high levels of literacy and educational 
opportunity, standard and quality of life, health care, income 
levels, and political stability are a magnet for people in countries 
with inferior conditions. 


Capital-Value Theory


Another perspective on migration emphasizes an individual’s 
choice. At all times an individual has an economic value or 
potential value. A person may have a low-paying job with little 
prospect of getting better. His or her possessions may be of 
poor quality or otherwise inadequate. The individual may feel, 
however, that he or she has a skill that would be better rewarded 
in another country. This person may have obtained the skills 
through an investment in education involving time and money. 
This person places a capital value on her or himself, and must 
also consider the best ways to use this capital. A decision may be 
made to try to use this capital value in another country, hence 
the decision to migrate.


Many immigrants come to Canada believing that they can earn 
more money than in their country of origin. Many Canadians 
move to the United States, where incomes for their qualifications 
can be higher. This decision may also be shared by a family 
group. The costs (and therefore the financial risks) of sending a 
family member to another country are shared by the family. If 
things work out, the migrant will send money home (payment on 
the investment). If things do not work out, the family will help 
pay the cost to repatriate the migrant. 
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Support Questions 
(do not send in for evaluation)


46. Briefly describe the push-pull structural theory and provide 
two examples of forces that push and pull migrants.


47. Use the capital-value theory to explain why an individual 
may want to migrate.


World Migration Patterns: Regional 
Summaries


Figure 5.3 illustrates major trends in migration today. An 
interactive form of this map is available at pstalker.com/
migration/mg_map.htm# On this Web site, when you move the 
mouse over the arrows, two or three sentences pop up describing 
who is migrating.


  Figure 5.3. A flow map of migration patterns.


  Source: Peter Stalker, Stalker’s Guide to International Migration, pstalker.com/migration/mg_map.htm#
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North America


Canada is a key immigration target, and plans on receiving 
300 000 migrants each year. Many new Canadians come from 
Asia, especially China and India. The United States receives 
a million migrants every year, as well as considerable illegal 
immigration (about 300 000 annually), mostly from China and 
Mexico. An estimated 10.3 million illegal migrants are in the 
United States. Ten percent of all Mexicans now live in the United 
States. The American authorities are increasing security at 
border areas subject to a great deal of illegal traffic. Caribbean 
countries are active areas of emigration: one in ten Cubans lives 
in the United States, and there is a great deal of migration from 
Jamaica, Dominican Republic, and Haiti. This trend has occurred 
due to stark contrast between the standard of living in the 
United States and that of its southern neighbours.


South America


Venezuela attracts a considerable number of migrants from 
Colombia and Ecuador because of its oil wealth. There are 
many Peruvians and Bolivians in Argentina, working as farm 
labourers, as well as much illegal immigration from Peru and 
Paraguay to Argentina. Japan now accepts as immigrants 
Brazilians and Peruvians of Japanese descent. More than 
1.5 million Brazilians and 2 million Colombians live in other 
countries.


Africa


There is a mass migration of sub-Saharan Africans across the 
Sahara Desert toward Morocco, which is a short boat ride across 
the Straits of Gibraltar from Spain. From there, they can seek 
employment and a better life in other parts of Europe. Within 
Africa, migrants travel from the poorest countries to others 
that have somewhat better conditions. Many go to Côte d’Ivoire 
from Mali, Ghana, and Guinea to work in the cocoa and palm-oil 
industries. Migrants flow to South Africa from Mozambique to 
work in the mines there. 
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Political instability and tribal violence have created millions of 
refugees throughout Africa. These desperate people often live 
their entire lives in refugee camps administered by the UN, 
unable to go home and unwanted by other nations. Many African 
countries that have difficulty meeting the needs of their own 
people are ill-equipped to cope with the responsibility of these 
additional people.  


Oceania


Nearly one million of the four million foreign-born Australian 
residents are from the United Kingdom, their traditional 
source. Nevertheless, Australia is very multicultural, with more 
than 150 national groups. Many recent immigrants come from 
Vietnam, Indonesia, the Philippines, and China. In contrast, New 
Zealand is three-quarters ethnically British.  


Europe


Much of the immigration to the United Kingdom is from India 
and Pakistan, since they were once colonies of the U.K. Since the 
formation of the European Union, around half of the migration 
to the U.K. comes from other EU members. Most migrants to 
Germany—about two million—are Turkish. China is a source 
of illegal migration via Russia and Eastern Europe. Russia 
has received more than two million returning Russians from 
surrounding countries following the breakup of the Soviet 
Union. There have also been a lot of emigrants from Russia as 
restrictions on travel during the communist years have been 
lifted. Italy receives many migrants from Albania, and Spain 
receives many from Morocco. France receives many Africans from 
former colonies, such as Algeria and Morocco. Familiarity with 
the language is a pull factor for these migrants. It is estimated 
that there are three million illegal migrants in Europe.
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Asia and the Middle East


With the world’s two most heavily populated countries, China 
and India, Asia is a major focal point of migration. Middle 
Eastern countries attract migrant workers from South Asia, 
especially India, Pakistan, Indonesia, and Sri Lanka, for 
domestic, service, and high-tech industries. India provides highly 
skilled workers for North American, European, and Middle 
Eastern industries. Uncertainty in Hong Kong caused by the 
takeover by communist China led many citizens of the former 
British colony to seek residence elsewhere, especially other 
former British territories such as Canada and Australia. There 
is much illegal migration in Asia: to Thailand from Burma; to 
Malaysia from Indonesia; to South Korea from China and North 
Korea; to China from North Korea. Many refugees have left 
Afghanistan and Iraq in recent years (mostly to Pakistan and 
Jordan respectively). Japan has more than 1.5 million foreign 
temporary workers, and some 25 percent of Singapore’s workers 
are foreign. Israel received more than one million new settlers in 
the last decade. Most of them migrated from the republics of the 
former Soviet Union.


      
Support Questions 
(do not send in for evaluation)


48. Review the flow map in Figure 5.3, the notes you read on the 
Web site, and the notes on regional summaries in this lesson. 
For each region, select one item of information that you feel is 
important and interesting about that region. 
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Realities of Migration


The following list details the realities of global migration as 
observed by the International Organization for Migration (IOM), 
an organization that helps international migrants with technical 
and humanitarian help and information on migration policies 
and international laws. Since its foundation in 1951, it has 
helped more than 11 million migrants. 


•	 More migration takes places within countries than between 
countries. Nearly twice as many Africans migrate within their 
own country than to another country.


•	 Migration normally takes place in steps. Migrants often 
move from rural areas to cities, then to another country. This 
country may not be the final destination, especially for those 
migrants who have been forced to flee for their own safety. 
After reaching their first “safe country,” they may decide (or 
be required) to move to a final destination. This is called a 
stepped migration process.


•	 Cities are major magnets for migrants looking for a new 
beginning. An estimated 1.5 million make the move from 
rural areas to cities each year. About half of all Canada’s new 
migrants end up in the Greater Toronto Area. 


•	 Remittances sent to developing countries by migrants 
working abroad amounts to $226 billion each year—three 
times the money these countries receive through development 
assistance. Banks now openly compete for international 
transfer services.


•	 According to UNESCO, African countries—which make up the 
majority of all least developed countries (LDCs)—lose 20 000 
skilled workers to the developed world every year.


•	 Developed industrial countries encourage highly skilled 
immigrants to choose their countries by offering incentive 
plans. For instance, Germany started the Green Card 
Initiative in 2000, and the U.K. has offered the Highly Skilled 
Migration Programme since 2002.
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•	 Many countries turn a blind eye to illegal immigrants who fill 
non-skilled jobs in the construction and service industries.


•	 Traditionally, men made the initial migrations, followed by 
women and families who later joined him. Women now make 
up nearly 50 percent of all migrants. They also tend to take 
on more non-traditional roles than women who have not 
migrated.


•	 Most countries believe in the policy of family reunification. 
In some countries, such as Canada, Australia, and the United 
States, it is a major part of their immigration policy.


•	 More than 50 countries in the world have more than 
15 percent of their population born in a different country.


•	 The International Labour Organization believes that there 
will be more migration from Latin America and South and 
East Asia to North America, and from Africa, South Asia, 
the Middle East, Eastern Europe, and Russia to European 
countries.


•	 According to the IOM, about a quarter of all countries are 
seeking to lower immigration levels. Eleven, including the 
Philippines, India, and Bangladesh, actually encourage their 
citizens to leave for other countries.


•	 There is a greater trend towards transnationalism: 
allegiance to multiple countries and dual citizenship is 
becoming more common.


•	 According to estimates of the UNHCR, the majority of 
refugees do not have the financial resources to travel very far. 
They usually end up in neighbouring countries that first offer 
them safety. More than two-thirds of all displaced persons are 
in the countries of Asia and Africa, places that can least afford 
to provide extra services and help.


      
Support Question 
(do not send in for evaluation)


49. What three pieces of information do you find most interesting 
from the list of migration realities? 
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Human Trafficking


There is a growing problem with human trafficking of people 
across borders and ignoring a country’s laws and system of 
immigration. The UN has defined trafficking as the “recruitment, 
transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt of persons, by 
means of the threat or use of force or other forms of coercion 
for the purpose of exploitation. Exploitation shall include, at 
a minimum, the exploitation of prostitution or other forms of 
sexual exploitation, forced labour or services, slavery or practices 
similar to slavery.”


The United States estimates that between 700 000 and 
2 million women and children are transported across borders 
for trafficking purposes each year. In Thailand, trafficking has 
become more profitable than illegal gambling and the drug 
trade. There are many reasons trafficking in human cargo takes 
place. Crime networks are willing to place illegal migrants 
into situations of exploitation and profit. Illegal migrants may 
end up working in unregulated, dangerous, or demeaning jobs, 
where wages are extremely low or confiscated in exchange for 
not reporting the migrant to authorities. Many are manipulated 
into the sex trade, where they are exploited as prostitutes. Many 
victims were forced out of their country by poverty. Attracted 
by advertisements promising a job and a better future, they 
willingly pay money to gain quick, illegal entrance into more 
prosperous countries. Criminal groups prepare all the forged 
documentation that the victim needs. In some cases, they are 
victims of kidnapping and threats of violence. Asia supplies the 
largest number of victims, followed by Latin America.


Trafficking is a global problem, encompassing countries as 
widespread as the former Soviet Union, Moldova, Cambodia, 
Brazil, Sierra Leone, Sudan, and Thailand. The IOM has said 
that the trafficking of people from the Russian Federation is a 
multi-billion dollar industry. It has become a major source of 
income for Russian organized-crime groups who have trafficked 
up to 100 000 Russian women to more than 50 countries in 
North America, Asia, Europe, the Middle East, and within other 
parts of Russia. According to the UN, millions of women are 
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trafficked into the sex industry. For example, many Nigerian 
women have ended up as street prostitutes in Italy, and 
Albanian, Moldovan, and Ukrainian women have been found 
smuggled into European prostitution. Even the United States is 
the destination of 14 500 to 17 500 trafficked persons each year, 
according to the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.


People who are the victims of trafficking are often viewed as 
criminals, since they are illegally in the country. Therefore, 
they are often afraid to complain to the police. In 2003, the 
UN published its trafficking protocol, which decreed that all 
trafficked persons were to be viewed as victims and not as 
criminals. It suggested that the problem required a global 
response, not just individual countries fighting the problem. The 
UN calls human trafficking the second-most profitable global 
crime, behind drug trafficking, and it is growing much faster. 


In the following article, you will read personal stories about the 
impact of human trafficking.


Set Me Free …


“I was told by an acquaintance to work at his 
restaurant in Japan. I decided to accept his offer as 
I thought my family might improve their life if I sent 
them my salary. Soon after my arrival in Japan, I 
realized that I was sold. My life since then has been 
like that of an animal. 


“I was sold three times. I begged my last owner to let 
me go home but she said I owed her lots of money 
which I had to pay back by sleeping with customers. 
I was always scolded and forced to do all kinds of 
terrible things.


“It is impossible to describe how horrible and 
miserable my life was. For six-and-a-half months 
I was totally controlled by her. Every day I had to 
go out and sleep with men. I had no physical nor 
spiritual freedom. She threatened that wherever I 
escaped to, I would be traced and killed and so 
would my parents in Thailand. What I did was the 
only way to set me free from her. There was no other 
alternative.”
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This letter was written by Gun, a 25-year-old Thai 
woman from an impoverished rural family, to her 
Japanese lawyer. In 1991, she and two Thai friends 
escaped from their captor by stabbing her to death. 
They fled with her bag, thinking that it contained their 
passports. They did not know that in the bag there 
was seven million yen ($80 000) in cash. They were 
arrested in the same night. In 1994 the prosecutor 
charged them with premeditated murder and they 
received a life sentence—though due to international 
campaigns and petitions their imprisonment was 
reduced and they are now serving their last year in 
prison.


In the global flow from South to North, there are 
now as many women migrants as men. But whereas 
male migrants are absorbed into the formal sector, 
female migrants have no option but to join the 
informal one—as domestic workers, “entertainers” 
(a euphemism for prostitutes) and waitresses. These 
low-paid jobs have limited prospects and little 
security. Women such as Gun from countries like 
Thailand are pushed into the sex industry in more 
advanced countries within their own region or in the 
North. 


Several hundred thousand are victims of international 
trafficking which generates billions of dollars of profit 
for the traffickers. A recent study on illegal business 
in Thailand revealed that trafficking of women for the 
purpose of prostitution generates higher profits than 
illegal gambling, the drugs trade or arms trafficking.


Most women who are trafficked are poor and 
uneducated. Like Gun, they allow recruitment by an 
agent as this seems like their best option. Often they 
are not told they will have to work as prostitutes. 
Poverty and unemployment lead them to pay 
money—which they can little afford—to be taken to 
a new country with the promise of a new job. They 
pay an agent’s fee of 15 000 to 30 000 baht ($350 
to $600). When the women are sold to employers 
in Japan, this amount is added to the bond which 
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they must pay back, usually at more than double the 
agreed price. Japanese employers pay the agent 
thousands more for the service of a woman when 
she arrives in Japan, which means that her debt is 
inflated to between 400 000 to 700 000 baht ($9200–
16 200). And then women are often resold before 
their first debt is paid back. It can take them years to 
pay all of these debts.


Japan, the richest country in the region, has become 
a major destination for trafficked women. “During 
the boom, we had to charter a whole plane to 
carry all the women,” a female trafficking agent 
told a magazine in Thailand. Her network included 
organized criminal gangs in Japan and corrupt Thai 
officials. Local organizations estimate that 80 000 
to 100 000 Thai women are working illegally as 
prostitutes in Japan.


The United Nations Working Group on Contemporary 
Forms of Slavery considers trafficking of women as a 
serious crime and a gross violation of human rights. 
Yet there is no efficient international mechanism 
to stop the crime and provide redress for affected 
women, whose numbers are growing in every region 
of the world.


There are penal codes dealing with trafficking in 
all countries involved. But most only enforce their 
immigration laws to punish and deport the women, 
instead of considering them subject to a modern 
form of slavery. This revictimizes the women who are 
criminalized and endangered by their illegal status. 


Nida, from northern Thailand, had been trafficked 
to Japan where she fell out of a window escaping a 
“client”: “I felt a sharp pain in my back, and I could 
not move my legs. I was still conscious when my 
friend took me to the hospital. The first hospital 
would not admit me because I was a foreigner. 
And others did not want to give me any treatment 
because I tested HIV-positive.” As illegal immigrants, 
women who are trafficked are left to fend for 
themselves. 
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Escape is not easy, though many try. Nor is earning a 
living afterwards. Nuj, from the Thai side of the Thai-
Burmese border, escaped from her agent with a little 
money. She plans to do a hairdressing course. “Then 
I’ll go home and open my own shop. When that day 
comes, perhaps all the depressing experiences will 
fade away from memory.”


The answer is not to fight against migration or 
prostitution per se but to stop the abusive practices 
against women who are trafficked. And to recognize 
that these women are simply trying to make a living. 
We should focus on how to promote women’s rights 
to freedom of movement, ensure that they are able 
to make well-informed decisions—and stop their 
exploitation.


   Source: “Set Me Free ...,” Siriporn Skrobanek, New Internationalist, www.newint.org/issue305/free.htm, 
Retrieved June 5, 2006. 


      
Support Questions 
(do not send in for evaluation)


50. Define the term “human trafficking.”


51. What evidence is there that human trafficking has become a 
global problem?


52. The article “Set Me Free …” suggests that women who are 
caught in the trafficking process are treated as criminals and 
revictimized. What does this mean?


53. What has the United Nations done to help victims of human 
trafficking?
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Canada’s Immigration Policy


Figure 5.4 shows the breakdown of immigrants to Canada in 
2000 and 2005. These years are fairly typical of the pattern 
over the past decade. Notice that Canada recognizes three 
different categories of immigrant: economic, refugees, and family 
classification. 


Category Number of 
Immigrants 2000


Percentage of 
Total 2000


Number of 
Immigrants 2005


Percentage of 
Total 2005


Economic 136 299 59.9% 156 310  59.6%


Family 
Classification


 60 612 26.6%  63 352  24.2%


Refugees  30 092 13.2%  35 768 13.6%


Others 460 0.2% 6 806 2.6%


Total 227 463 262 236


  Figure 5.4. Immigration to Canada by category, 2000 and 2005. 


  Source: Citizenship and Immigration Canada, www.cic.gc.ca/english/pub/facts2005/overview/1.html


Economic Immigrants


Economic immigrants must submit an application form to 
the Canadian government before they can come to Canada. 
Applicants under the economic classification are evaluated 
on the likelihood they will be able to become economically 
established in Canada. These immigrants are evaluated through 
a point system that is meant to encourage immigration by skilled 
workers. To qualify under this system, an immigrant must have 
at least 67 out of a possible 100 points. Figure 5.5 explains how 
points are awarded. In addition to the point system, a person 
can apply through the economic classification as an investor or 
entrepreneur. An investment of $400 000 or more in a Canadian 
business is needed for the person to be accepted. 
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Education Up to 25 points for a master’s degree or Ph.D. 


Work Experience Up to 21 points for four years of work in an approved 
list of occupations


Age 10 points if aged between 21 and 49, less 2 points for 
each year over or under


Employment Up to 10 points if a job offer has already been received


Official languages 
(French and English)


Up to 16 points for proficiency in one official language. 
An additional 8 points for proficiency in the second 
official language.


Adaptability Up to 10 points for other considerations, such as 
having spent time in Canada in the past studying or 
working, having relatives in Canada, and so on.


  Figure 5.5. How points are awarded for skilled workers.


Refugees


Canada accepts a number of immigrants from refugee camps 
operated by the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. 
In addition, a person who arrives at a Canadian border can ask 
to be admitted as a refugee. Immigration officers at the border do 
an initial assessment; if they feel that there might be a case, the 
person is admitted temporarily until they can be given a hearing 
in front of the Immigration and Refugee Board (IRB). Figure 
5.6 shows the number of refugee claimants and the number of 
positive outcomes from 1989 to 2001.
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Year Number of Claims Number of Positive 
IRB Outcomes 


1989 12 092 4840


1990 21 046 10 429


1991 29 008 19 913


1992 31 345 17 610


1993 35 702 14 203


1994 22 375 15 298


1995 26 409 9704


1996 26 009 9619


1997 22 721 10 038


1998 23 897 12 929


1999 29 450 12 984


2000 34 289 14 003


2001 44 075 13 383


  Figure 5.6. Refugee claims in Canada.


Source: Government of Canada, Library of Parliament, Adapted from www.parl.gc.ca/information/library/PRBpubs/
bp185-e.htm#appendix1tx 


Family Classification


The third category of immigrants is the family classification. 
For compassionate reasons, Canada allows citizens and landed 
immigrants to sponsor family members as immigrants. The 
family member may be a spouse, dependent child, parent or 
grandparent, or the orphaned child of a close relative. The 
sponsored person must pass a health assessment and criminal 
check. The sponsor must be willing to financially support the 
sponsored person for up to ten years. 
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Support Questions 
(do not send in for evaluation)


54. What are the three categories of immigrants that Canada 
recognizes?


55. Identify two ways that immigrants in the economic category 
can be admitted.


Good Policy or Bad Policy?


Immigration policy is a hotly debated topic, with strong emotions 
and opinions expressed by different people. Here are a few 
examples:


1. “Canada is what it is today thanks to the many immigrants 
that have settled here. Ever since the United Empire 
Loyalists fled the United States following the American 
Revolution, Canada has had a long-standing tradition 
of welcoming refugees to our shores. The Underground 
Railroad brought escaped slaves from the southern states. 
In the twentieth century, people fleeing from the disruption 
of the two world wars came from all parts of Europe. More 
recently, people from Asia, Africa, and Latin America have 
been grateful to Canada for the opportunity to establish a 
new life in safety and security. These refugees make ideal 
citizens because they understand how fortunate all of us 
are to live in a land of freedom that is open to all people 
of good will.”


2. “Canada is admitting far too many immigrants without any 
clear understanding of the negative effects. Some people may 
argue that Canada is a large country that can accommodate 
far more people than it presently holds, but they ignore the 
fact that much of Canada has a polar climate and that most 
immigrants settle in a few cities in the south. Cities such as 
Toronto are sprawling out of control due to the concentration 
of immigrants in established urban centres. Much of our 
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best agricultural land is being taken up by housing, and 
cities cannot cope with all of the problems, such as providing 
language instruction for the new immigrants. There are 
many Canadians who are unemployed and we don’t need 
additional people who will be looking for jobs. We need to be 
thinking about Canadians first, and stop trying to save all 
of the disadvantaged people who want to come to our shores. 
We can’t save the whole world!”


3. “People who are opposed to immigration need to get their 
facts straight! Immigrants don’t take jobs away from 
Canadians. In fact, they help to spur the economy because 
the services they require create additional jobs. Under our 
points system, many immigrants who apply have a job 
waiting for them that was unfilled by a Canadian because 
there wasn’t anyone available with the necessary skills. 
These immigrants make Canada more productive and able 
to compete in an international market.” 


4. “Canada should stop admitting so many refugees. It is 
unfair that economic immigrants must wait in line and 
pass a stringent set of criteria before they are admitted, but 
refugees can be admitted merely by claiming they are being 
persecuted. Many of these people do not have legitimate 
cases and are just trying to jump ahead of the line by 
making refugee claims. They cost Canadian taxpayers too 
much money in proceedings at the Immigration and Refugee 
Board. Only refugees officially designated by the United 
Nations should be allowed to enter Canada.”


5. “As Canada’s baby boomers age and as our birth rate 
continues to decline, the country is entering Phase 5 of 
demographic transition. When this occurs, the tax burden 
on the working population will increase as health care 
costs and other social services for the elderly will increase 
government spending. The only way to solve this problem 
is to continue to encourage immigration to supplement 
the working population. If anything, the current levels of 
approximately 250 000 per year are insufficient to prevent 
an eventual decline in Canada’s population. We should 
probably increase immigration to approximately 300 000 per 
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year. We could easily do this by increasing the number of 
refugees we accept and decreasing the requirements under 
the point system.”


6. “Canada should abolish the point system that places a 
value on human beings. All immigrants should be valued 
for the contributions they can make to the country. It is 
offensive to say that a person who has a university degree is 
‘more valuable’ than a person who only has an elementary 
education. The level of education does not reveal a person’s 
attitude or work ethic. To prove the point, many refugees 
who would not qualify under the point system become 
upstanding and successful citizens. Instead of a point 
system, Canada should use a lottery and allow anyone 
in whose number is drawn, as long as they do not have a 
criminal record or serious health problem.”
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  Key Question


Save your answers to the Key Questions. When you have 
completed the unit, submit them to ILC for marking.


(25 marks)


5. Examine the six opinions expressed about Canada’s 
immigration policy. When you answer the following questions, 
be sure to distinguish factual information from opinions. 


a) Identify two facts that are mentioned that support Canada’s 
current immigration policy. (2 × 2 marks = 4 marks)


b) Identify two facts that do not support Canada’s current 
immigration policy. (2 × 2 marks = 4 marks)


c) Examine Figure 5.4. Which of the three categories of 
immigrants is the largest? Suggest why Canada would 
favour admission of this group. (4 marks)


d) Examine Figure 5.5. Which two criteria earn the largest 
number of points? For each criterion, explain why this would 
be considered important. (2 × 2 marks = 4 marks)


e) What is your opinion of Canada’s immigration policy? Write 
one paragraph describing your views. Be sure to back up 
your opinion with three facts. (9 marks) 


Style


Paragraph


•	 	begins	with	an	opening	sentence	that	clearly	states	your	
opinion (1 mark)


•	 	ends	with	a	concluding	sentence	that	restates	your	opinion	
with a general reference to the evidence presented (1 mark)


•	 accurate	spelling	and	grammar	(1 mark)


Content


Opinion is backed up by three facts (3 × 2 marks = 6 marks)
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Useful Web Sites for Global Migration Research


Here are some sites that teachers and students of this Grade 12 
Canadian and World Issues course frequently use for research. 
You are welcome to look for other sources and use them, as long 
as you keep in mind what you learned about the trustworthiness 
of sources. Be sure to record the sources you use accurately, as you 
must list them when you write your answers to the Key Questions.


Center for Migration Studies: www.cmsny.org/imr-publication.
htm


Global Commission on International Migration: 
www.gcim.org/en/


Institute for the Study of International Migration: 
www.georgetown.edu/sfs/programs/isim/


UNESCO: International Migration and Multicultural Policies: 
portal.unesco.org/shs/en/ev.php-URL_ID=1211&URL_DO=DO_
TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html 


International Labour Migration: www.ilo.org/public/english/
protection/migrant/


Revision Notes (Migration): www.revision-notes.co.uk/
revision/171.html


OECD: www.oecd.org/department/0,2688,en_2649_33931_1_1_1_
1_1,00.html


People’s Weekly World: www.pww.org/article/
articleview/6642/1/258/


World Bank: www.worldbank.org


OneWorld.net: www.oneworld.net/


This is the last lesson in Unit 1. When you are finished, do the 
Reflection for Unit 1. Follow any other instructions you have 
received from ILC about submitting your coursework, then 
send it to ILC. A teacher will mark your work and you will 
receive your results online.
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