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raised ?.2&8 men to be fellows with kings. Without force, or :_._._.
subdued the fierceness of pride and power; it obliged sovereigns (o s
the soft collar of social esteem, compelled stern authority to subiill
gance, and gave a domination vanquisher of laws, to be subdued by i

But now all is to be changed. All the pleasing illusions, which mule
gentle, and obedience liberal, which harmonized the different shudes
and which, by a bland assimilation, incorporated into politics the sy
which beautify and soften private society, are to be dissolved by tl
conquering empire of light and reason. All the decent drapery ol lil¢
rudely torn off. All the superadded ideas, furnished from the waudis
moral imagination, which the heart owns, and the understanding il
necessary to cover the defects of our naked shivering nature, and (o 1l
dignity in our own estimation, are to be exploded as a ridiculous, ului
antiquated fashion.

On this scheme of things, a king is but a man; a queen is but 1 wi
woman is but an animal; and an animal not of the highest order. All
paid to the sex? in general as such, and without distinct views, I
regarded as romance and folly. Regicide, and parricide, and sacrilegs,
fictions of superstition, corrupting jurisprudence by destroying its ki
The murder of a king, or a queen, or a bishop, or a father, are only 4
homicide; and if the people are by any chance, or in any way gaineis
sort of homicide much the most pardonable, and into which we ought
make too severe a scrutiny. 1l

On the scheme of this barbarous philosophy, which is the o ..... ‘tiunes than formed. Learning paid back what it received to
cold hearts and muddy understandings, and which is as void ol .:. tlesthood; and paid it with usury,” by enlarging their ideas,
dom, as it is destitute of all taste and elegance, laws are to be f:_._.:z i their minds. Happy if they had all continued to know their
by their own terrors, and by the concern, which each individual muy i un, and their proper place! Happy if learning, not debauched
them, from his own private speculations, or can spare to them from | heen satisfied to continue the instructor, and not aspired to
private interests. In the groves of their academy, at the end of every Along with its natural protectors and guardians, learning will

you see nothing but the gallows. Nothing is left which engages (he I mire, and trodden down under the hoofs of a swinish multi-
tions on the part of the commonwealth. On the principles of this mes

philosophy, our institutions can never be embodied, if I may use the
sion, in persons; so as to create in us love, veneration, admiration, of
ment. But that sort of reason which banishes the affections is incup
filling their place. These public affections, combined with manns
required sometimes as supplements, sometimes as correctives, alwiys
to law. The precept given by a wise man, as well as a great critic, for (|
struction of poems, is equally true as to states. Non satis est pulchra ¢
mata, dulcia sunto.> There ought to be a system of manners in every
which a well-formed mind would be disposed to relish. To make ug I
country, our country ought to be lovely.

But power, of some kind or other, will survive the shock in whicl
ners and opinions perish; and it will find other and worse means for lis
port. The usurpation which, in order to subvert antient institutio
destroyed antient principles, will hold power by arts similar to those |y
it has acquired it. When the old feudal and chivalrous spirit of Fealty,
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u iy, shall be extinet in the minds of men, plots and assassinations
el by preventive murder and preventive confiscation, and
‘Q prim and bloody maxims, which form the political code of
i stuiding on its own honor, and the honor of those who are to

Wwill be tyrants from policy when subjects are rebels from

{ upinions and rules of life are taken away, the loss cannot
.3_::2.. I'rom that moment we have no compass to govern us;
distinetly to what port we steer. Europe undoubtedly, taken
I llourishing condition the day on which your Revolution
. How much of that prosperous state was owing to the spirit
4 ind opinions is not easy to say; but as such causes cannot
11 thelr operation, we must presume, that, on the whole, their
neficial.
npt to consider things in the state in which we find them,
3._< ndverting to the causes by which they have been pro-
wibly may be upheld. Nothing is more certain, than that our
« <=_s=:c=v and all the good things which are no::mnﬂmm with
.x:r vivilization, have, in this European world of ours, depended
X principles; and were indeed the result of both combined; I
ul i gentleman, and the spirit of religion. The nobility and the
liy profession, the other by patronage, kept learning in exis-
midst of arms and confusions, and whilst governments were

i1, modern letters owe more than they are always willing to
\ munners, so do other interests which we value full as much
h, liven commerce, and trade, and manufacture, the gods of
politicians, are themselves perhaps but creatures; are them-
4, which, as first causes, we choose to worship. They cer-
the same shade in which learning flourished. They too may
holr natural protecting principles. With you, for the present at
[{hrenten to disappear together. Where trade and manufactures
1 4 people, and the spirit of nobility and religion remains, senti-
QE not always ill supplies their place; but if commerce and
.v. lost in an experiment to try how well a state may stand
Il fundamental principles, what sort of a thing must be a
.-EvE‘ ferocious, and at the same time, poor and sordid bar-
te of religion, honor, or manly pride, possessing nothing at
ng for nothing hereafter?
iy not be going fast, and by the shortest cut, to that horrible
il wituation. Already there appears a poverty of conception, a
a1y
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2. Homage paid to women. Ars Poetica 99).
3. It is not enough for poems to have beauty; they 4. Fidelity of a vassal or feudal tenui
must be sweet, tender, affecting (Latin; Horace’s lord.



