100 1 1THTL RLVYVYULUITIUIN CUINTRUYLRKO T BURKRKNE: REFLECITHIONS ON ITNE REVOLUITION IN FRANCE | 189

passions necessarily succeed, and sometimes mix with each other in (l¢
mind; alternate contempt and indignation; alternate laughter and tear
alternate scorn and horror.

heir combined and mutually reflected charities, our state, our hearths,
pulchres, and our altars.

ough the same plan of a conformity to nature in our artificial institu-
and by calling in the aid of her unerring and powerful instincts, to
 the fallible and feeble contrivances of our reason, we have derived
il other, and those no small benefits, from considering our liberties in
t of an inheritance. Always acting as if in the presence of canonized
uthers, the spirit of freedom, leading in itself to misrule and excess, is
ed with an awful gravity. This idea of a liberal descent inspires us
sense of habitual native dignity, which prevents that upstart inso-
' almost inevitably adhering to and disgracing those who are the first
rers of any distinction. By this means our liberty becomes a noble free-
t carries an imposing and majestic aspect. It has a pedigree and illus-
j ancestors. It has its bearings and its ensigns armorial. It has its
of portraits; its monumental inscriptions; its records, evidences, and
. We procure reverence to our civil institutions on the principle upon
) nature teaches us to revere individual men; on account of their age;
un account of those from whom they are descended. All your sophisters*
ot produce any thing better adapted to preserve a rational and manly
dom than the course that we have pursued, who have chosen our nature
‘than our speculations, our breasts rather than our inventions, for the
| conservatories and magazines® of our rights and privileges.
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You will observe, that from Magna Charta to the Declaration of Right,' i
has been the uniform policy of our constitution to claim and assert our libe:
ties, as an entailed inheritance? derived to us from our forefathers, and to he
transmitted to our posterity; as an estate specially belonging to the people ol
this kingdom without any reference whatever to any other more general i
prior right. By this means our constitution preserves an unity in so greaf i
diversity of its parts. We have an inheritable crown; an inheritable peeragg)
and an house of commons and a people inheriting privileges, franchises, anil
liberties, from a long line of ancestors.

This policy appears to me to be the result of profound reflection; or rathe
the happy effect of following nature, which is wisdom without reflection,
and above it. A spirit of innovation is generally the result of a selfish temper
and confined views. People will not look forward to posterity, who never look
backward to their ancestors. Besides, the people of England well know, thal
the idea of inheritance furnishes a sure principle of conservation, and a sui
principle of transmission; without at all excluding a principle of improve:
ment. It leaves acquisition free; but it secures what it acquires. Whatever
advantages are obtained by a state proceeding on these maxims, are lockl
fast as in a sort of family settlement; grasped as in a kind of mortmain® lu
ever. By a constitutional policy, working after the pattern of nature, w¢
receive, we hold, we transmit our government and our privileges, in the
same manner in which we enjoy and transmit our property and our lives
The institutions of policy, the goods of fortune, the gifts of Providence, ai
handed down, to us and from us, in the same course and order. Our politicul
system is placed in a just correspondence and symmetry with the order of
the world, and with the mode of existence decreed to a permanent body
composed of transitory parts; wherein, by the disposition of a stupendoiis
wisdom, moulding together the great mysterious incorporation of the humai
race, the whole, at one time, is never old, or middle-aged, or young, but inu
condition of unchangeable constancy, moves on through the varied tenout
of perpetual decay, fall, renovation, and progression. Thus, by preserving the
method of nature in the conduct of the state, in what we improve we are
never wholly new; in what we retain we are never wholly obsolete. By adher
ing in this manner and on those principles to our forefathers, we are guidel
not by the superstition of antiquarians, but by the spirit of philosophic anal
ogy. In this choice of inheritance we have given to our frame of polity the
image of a relation in blood; binding up the constitution of our country with
our dearest domestic ties; adopting our fundamental laws into the bosom ul
our family affections; keeping inseparable, and cherishing with the warmth
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| from denying in theory; full as far is my heart from withholding in
e (if I were of power to give or to withhold) the real rights of men. In
ng their false claims of right, I do not mean to injure those which are
und are such as their pretended rights would totally destroy. If civil
Ly be made for the advantage of man, all the advantages for which it is
become his right. It is an institution of beneficence; and law itself is
 heneficence acting by a rule. Men have a right to live by that rule; they
i right to justice; as between their fellows, whether their fellows are in
l¢ function or in ordinary occupation. They have a right to the fruits of
 industry; and to the means of making their industry fruitful. They have
ht to the acquisitions of their parents; to the nourishment and improve-
of their offspring; to instruction in life, and to consolation in death.
lever each man can separately do, without trespassing upon others, he
i right to do for himself; and he has a right to a fair portion of all which
ty, with all its combinations of skill and force, can do in his favor. In
partnership all men have equal rights; but not to equal things. He that
it five shillings in the partnership, has as good a right to it, as he that
ive hundred pound has to his larger proportion. But he has not a right
) equal dividend in the product of the joint stock; and as to the share of
t, authority, and direction which each individual ought to have in the
gement of the state, that I must deny to be amongst the direct original
s of man in civil society; for I have in my contemplation the civil social
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