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Ii  thinki  thati  iti  isi  ai  highi  andi  powerfuli  branchi  buti  noti  asi  poweri  asi  wei  think.i  Thei  USi  Supremei 
Courti hasi thati poweri toi doi whati thei Judiciaryi can't.i First,i thei U.S.i Constitutioni isi thei supremei 
lawi ofi thei landi ini thei Unitedi States.i Iti createdi ai federali systemi ofi governmenti ini whichi poweri 
isi  sharedi  betweeni  thei  federali  governmenti  andi  thei  statei  governments.i  Thati  alonei  putsi  thei 
judiciaryi oni thei samei  leveli ofi  power.i Theyi  doi  havei thei powersi toi interpret,i applyi andi defendi 
lawsi  ini  legali  cases.i  Theyi  arei  calledi  uponi  toi  helpi  bei  ai  decisioni  makeri  ini  ai  case,i  buti  thei  USi 
Supremei  Courtsi  holdi  morei  poweri  afteri  theiri  finali  decision.i  Somethingi  thati  cannoti  bei 
overturnedi byi thei judiciaryi branchi ori others.i Onei casei thati goesi downi ini historyi asi beingi onei 
ofi  thei  mosti  controversiali  casesi  wasi  Browni  v.i  Boardi  ofi  Educationi  (1954).i  Wheni  Plessyi  v.i 
Fergusoni wasi battlingi  overi tryingi  toi convincei thei NAACPi thati  separatedi schoolsi wasi  stilli ani 
equali  decisioni  wherei  iti  wasi  eventuallyi  reversed.i  Convincingi  thei  courtsi  thati  educationi  ini 
separatedi schoolsi ofi whitesi andi peoplei ofi colori wasi oki andi iti wasi not.i Hencei goingi forth,i wasi 
ablei  havei  ouri  futurei shapedi  toi bei  ai  NOWi equali  spelli  ofi  educationi  toi  everyone.i  Thei  judiciali 
branchi  toi  somei  isi  consideredi  thei  mosti  andi  leasti  powerfuli  formi  ofi  government.i  Thei  judiciali 
branchi hasi thei powersi toi interpreti laws.i However,i iti doesn'ti havei thei abilityi toi ensurei theyi arei 
enforced.i Presidenti Andrewi addressi thisi limitationi ofi thei judiciali branch.i Statei cani createi lawsi 
andi mandatesi howeveri thei supremei courti hasi thei poweri toi vetoi it.i Therei arei differenti levelsi ofi 
thei judiciali system,i andi thei supremei courti isi thei highesti courti ofi themi all.i Thei judiciali branchi 
primaryi  rolei  isi toi  interpreti  thei  constitution.i  Ai  supremei  courti  justicei  doesi  havei  thei  poweri  ofi 
positioni asi thei termi fori ai Supremei courti justicei isi ai lifetimei ofi service.i Thei supremei courti hasi 
ninei judgesi toi preventi ai tiei oni ai judgement.i Byi beingi ablei toi servei ai lifei term,i ai Supremei courti 
justicei doesn'ti havei consequencesi suchi asi havingi toi runi fori election.i Thisi givesi themi lessi stressi 
ofi  consequencei  soi  theyi  cani  focusi  oni  thei  jobi  ai  hand.i  Ii  agreei  thati  thei  judiciali  arei  thei  mosti 
powerful,i thei reasoni being.i Righti now,i wei arei dealingi withi thei debatei ofi maski mandates.i Thei 
supremei courti  threwi outi thisi  judgmenti  fori largeri companies.i Byi  allowingi thei mandatei  thisi isi 






forcingi peoplei toi doi somethingi theyi don'ti believei in,i ini myi opinioni goesi againsti theiri freei will.i 
Alli judgesi noi matteri theiri beliefsi havei toi upholdi thei constitution.i Ii disagree,i thei U.S.i Supremei 
Courti  isi  thei  highesti  courti  ini  thei  Unitedi  States.i  Thei  federali  judiciaryi  operatesi  separatelyi  andi 
consistsi ofi  loweri  federali courts.i  Marburyi v.i Madisoni wasi  ai  Supremei Courti casei establishingi 
federali courtsi hadi thei poweri toi overturni ani acti ofi congress.i Gideoni v.i Wainwrighti wasi alsoi ai 
Supremei Courti  casei wherei  Gideoni representedi himself.i  Thei Supremei  Courti  ruledi  thati  underi 
thei Sixthi Amendmenti thei U.S.i wouldi providei attorneysi toi criminali defendantsi whoi arei unablei 
toi  affordi  one.i  Afteri  Gideoni  wasi  foundi  guilty,i  hei  filedi  ai  handwritteni  petitioni  toi  overturni  hisi 
convictioni fori noti havingi ai court-appointedi attorney.i Hisi  petitioni wasi denied.i Gideoni didi noti 
accepti thati answer,i Gideoni continuedi toi petitioni hisi  casei untili hei finallyi wasi grantedi ai court-
appointedi  lawyer.i  Gideoni  wasi  lateri  retiredi  andi  wasi  foundi  noti  guilty.i  Thei  federali  judiciaryi 
requirementsi Ini Articlei IIIi ofi thei Constitution,i “Thei judiciali Poweri ofi thei Unitedi States,i shalli 
bei vestedi ini oni supremei Court.i Thei Courtsi onlyi havei thei poweri specifiedi ini Articlei III.i Theiri 
judgesi holdi officei fori life,i asi longi asi theyi arei noti guiltyi ofi judiciali misconduct.i Ii doi agreei thati 
thei Federali Judiciaryi doesi  havei thei  mosti  poweri outi  ofi thei  3i branchesi ofi government.i Ii agreei 
becausei theyi havei thei poweri tooi overi rulei decisionsi andi interpreti lawsi thati havei beeni madei byi 
thei otheri 2i branchesi ofi government.i Ini thei casei ofi Unitedi Statesi vsi Nixoni thei Supremei Courti 
decidedi  thati  thei  Presidentsi  poweri  wasi  limitedi  andi  thati  Nixoni  hadi  toi  turni  overi  thei  recordedi 
conversationsi hei had.i Iti wasi lefti upi toi thei Supremei Courti toi decidei whetheri thei presidenti doesi 
noti thei righti toi withholdi informationi andi thati iti violatedi thei separationi ofi powers.i Ini thei casei ofi 
Lovingi vsi Virginia,i thei Supremei Courti overi ruledi thei statei ofi Virginia'si rulingi andi strucki downi 
thei anti-miscegenationi statuesi duei toi iti violatingi thei fourteenthi amendment.i Thei requirementsi 
fori  federali  judiciaryi  accordingi  toi  thei  constitutioni  isi  noti  specific.i  Thei  Justicei  isi  usuallyi 
recommendedi byi Congress,i  nominatedi buti thei  President,i andi confirmedi byi thei  Senate.i Theyi 
doi noti havei toi runi fori officei andi oncei ini theiri positioni theyi cani stayi tilli theyi retire.i Thei videoi 






fromi  thisi  weeki  discussedi  howi  Alexanderi  Hamiltoni  saidi  thati  thei  Judiciaryi  branchi  ofi  thei 
governmenti  isi  thei  weakesti  branchi  becausei  iti  doesi  noti  havei  asi  hei  saidi  iti  thei  swordi  andi  thei 
purse.i Thei federali Judiciaryi isi powerfuli buti Ii doi noti believei iti isi thei mosti powerfuli branchi ofi 
government.i  ''Ini  thei  lasti  twoi  weeksi  ofi  itsi  term,i  thei  supremei  courti  reshapedi  thei  balancei  ofi 
poweri  betweeni  thei  Presidenti  andi  Congress.i  Whilei  thei  court'si  decisioni  oni  Presidenti  Trump'si 
taxesi receivedi mosti ofi thei attentioni ai lessi -i heraldedi opinioni enhancedi thei President'si alreadyi 
greati  power,i  takingi  anotheri  greati  stepi  towardi  enshriningi  ai  simplistici  visioni  ofi  Americani 
democracyi  withi  thei  Presidenti  ati  itsi  centre.i  Ati  thei  rooti  ofi  thei  decisioni  wasi  badi  history''.i 
Washingtonpost.com/outlook/2020/07/14/supreme-court-just-made-president-more-
powerful/i  By:i  Noahi  A.i  Rosenblum.Thei  case,i  Seilai  LawLLCi  V.i  Consumeri  Financiali 
Protectioni Bureaui isi thei casei thati Ii foundi givingi  thei presidenti morei poweri fromi thei Supremei 
court.i Thei executivei branchi ofi governmenti isi ani officei withi onlyi onei personi thei President,i buti 
thei poweri giveni toi himi byi thei Constitutioni toi interpreti iti asi neededi ori openi toi interpretationi fori 
himi  toi  usei  hisi  poweri  asi  hei  seesi  fiti  makesi  thei  executivei  branchi  morei  powerfuli  thani  thei 
Judiciary.i Thei Presidenti cani  vetoi  legislationi  givingi himi  finali  sayi ini  laws,i  spending,i pardons,i 
foreigni policy,i  poweri toi  appointi  judgesi andi  officersi andi  thei Presidenti isi  thei highti ofi  militaryi 
poweri  asi  Commanderi  andi  Chief.i  Whilei  thei  Presidenti  cani  bei  impeachedi  andi  Checksi  andi 
Balancesi existi  fori  alli  3i  branchesi thei  President'si  poweri  isi  fari  greateri  thani  thei  judiciary.i  Ii  feeli 
thati  thei  Supremei  Courti  isi  thei  mosti  powerfuli  branchi  ofi  government.i  Thei  Supremei  Courti  ofi 
Unitedi Statesi isi thei highesti courti ini federali judiciaryi pfi thei Unitedi Statesi ofi America.i Iti hasi thei 
ultimatei  andi  largelyi  discretionaryi  appellatei  jurisdictioni  overalli  federali  andi  statei  courti  casesi 
thati involvei ai pointi ofi federali lawi andi originali jurisdictioni overi ai  narrowi rangei ofi cases.i Onei 
ofi thei U.Si Supremei  Courti decisionsi Ii havei hadi  personallyi touchi myi  lifei isi thei rulingi ofi samei 
sexi marriage.i Onei ofi myi highi schooli friendsi isi ai lesbiani andi foundi ai partneri thati shei wantedi toi 






sharei heri lifei andi havei childreni with,i shei alsoi wantedi toi bei marriedi ini thei courti ofi law.i Ifi thei 
Supremei Courti didn'ti rulei ini thisi favouri shei wouldn'ti havei beeni ablei toi fulfili heri dream. 
Thei decisioni wasi writteni byi Justicei Anthonyi Kennedy. 
"Noi unioni isi morei profoundi thani marriage,i fori iti embodiesi thei highesti  leveli ofi love,i fidelity,i 
devotion,i  sacrificei  andi  family.i  Ini  formingi  ai  maritali  union,i  twoi  peoplei  becomei  somethingi 
greateri  thani  oncei  theyi  were,i  "Kennedyi  wrote"i  asi  somei  ofi  thei  petitionersi  ini  thesei  casesi 
demonstratei  marriagei  embodiesi  ai  lovei  thati  mayi  endurei  eveni  pasti  death”.i  Ii  agreei  thati  thei 
Unitedi Statesi Supremei Courti hasi mosti ofi thei poweri ini thei federali judiciary.i Firsti offi let’si looki 
ati  thei  seatsi  ofi  thei  supremei  courti  justices.i  Theyi  arei  comprisedi  ofi  onei  chiefi  justicei  andi  eighti 
associatei justices,i whoi arei alli nominatedi byi thei presidenti ofi thei Unitedi States,i andi  confirmedi 
byi  thei  senate.i  Thei  supremei  courti  alsoi  hasi  jurisdictioni  overi  alli  casesi  thati  arei  broughti  intoi 
federali court,i andi noti toi mentioni alli rulingsi decidedi byi thei supremei courti arei final,i soi therei isi 
noi higheri courti ori personi toi appeali to.i Ifi wei looki ati  thei  supremei courtsi rulingi decisioni ini thei 
casei  ofi  Browni  versusi  Thei  Boardi  ofi  Education,i  thei  supremei  courti  ruledi  unanimouslyi  thati 
raciallyi  segregatedi  publici  schoolsi  arei  unconstitutionali  andi  theyi  violatei  thei  fourteenthi 
amendment,i andi thisi rulingi overturnedi thei Plessyi versusi Ferguson,i whichi createdi thei separatei 
buti equali  doctrine.i  Therei isi alsoi  Marburyi  versusi Madison,i  ini  whichi  therei wasi  ai disputei overi 
whoi  cani  ultimatelyi  decidei  whati  thei  lawi is.i  Thei  supremei  courti  ruledi  thati  iti isi  thei  dutyi  ofi  thei 
judiciali departmenti toi sayi whati thei lawi is,i whichi gavei thei courti thei abilityi toi dismissi anyi law,i 
oni  thei  groundsi  thati  theyi  arei  unconstitutional.i  Thei  Supremei  courti  isi  thei  highesti  courti  ini  ouri 
land,i soi Ii doi agreei withi youi thati thei Supremei courti hasi thei mosti poweri ini thei federali judiciary.i 
Youi  havei  giveni  twoi  examplesi  ofi  thei  supremei  courti  makingi  decisionsi  bothi  ofi  whichi  theyi 
declaredi thei lawi unconstitutionali makingi thei lawi invalidi whichi isi onei ofi thei greatesti powersi ofi 
thei  Judiciary.i  thei  judiciali  branchi  isi  thei  mosti  powerfuli  ofi  thei  threei  branches.i  Thei  judicali 






branchedi  primaryi  responsibilityi  isi  toi  upholdi  thei  constitution.i  Thei  Legislativei  branchi  makesi 
thei laws.i Thei executivei branchi enforcesi thei laws.i Thei judiciali branchi cani vetoi anyi lawi thati isi 
deemedi unconstitutional.i Thei judiciali branchi cani vetoi bothi ofi thei otheri twoi branchesi andi vetoi 
actioni signedi byi thei presidenti ofi thei Unitedi States.i Thei objectivei isi toi asseti thei laws,i andi billi 
andi  howi  thei  effecti thei  nationi  longi termi  andi  iti  affectsi thei  equalitiesi  andi  freedomsi  fori  alli  andi 
society.i Thei judiciali branchi isi thei mosti powerfuli ofi thei threei branches.i Thei judiciali branchedi 
primaryi  responsibilityi  isi  toi  upholdi  thei  constitution.i  Thei  Legislativei  branchi  makesi  thei  laws.i 
Thei executivei branchi enforcesi thei  laws.i Thei judiciali  branchi  cani vetoi  anyi  lawi thati isi  deemedi 
unconstitutional.i  Thei judiciali  branchi  cani vetoi bothi ofi thei  otheri  twoi branchesi andi vetoi  actioni 
signedi byi thei presidenti ofi thei Unitedi States.i Thei objectivei isi toi asseti thei laws,i andi billi andi howi 
thei effecti thei nationi longi termi andi iti affectsi thei equalitiesi andi freedomsi fori alli andi society.i Thei 
supremei courti  isi  sometimesi  onei  ofi  thei  lasti resortsi  fori someonei  lookingi fori  theiri  justice.i  Thei 
Supremei Courti alsoi hasi thei poweri ofi judiciali review,i Ii alsoi agreei thati thei Supremei Courti madei 
ai goodi decisioni oni allowingi samei sexi marriages.i Whilei thei Presidenti cani vetoi legislation,i buti 
iti doesi noti givei himi thei finali say.i Thei Senatei cani passi thei samei lawi ifi theyi geti 2/3i majorityi votei 
betweeni  thei  Housei  ofi  Representativesi  andi  Senate.i  Congressi  hasi  toi  approvei  alli  loansi 
agreements.i  Thei  presidenti  nominatesi  thei  justicei  buti  Senatei  musti  approvei  them.i  Ii  agreei 
Presidenti isi powerfuli buti noti thei mosti ofi thei 3.Ii agreei thei casei ofi thei Unitedi Statesi v.i Nixoni isi 
ai  greati  examplei ofi  howi  thei  Supremei  Courti  hadi thei  poweri  toi  overridei  thei  presidenti  andi  asi  ai 
resulti madei himi resigni beforei hei couldi bei impeached.i Thati isi ai loti ofi poweri andi authorityi toi doi 
buti theyi hadi iti done.i Thisi meansi thati ai casei fromi anyi courti systemi (includingi statei courtsi andi 
militaryi courts)i cani havei ai finali appeali ati thei Court.i Thisi isi anotheri aspecti ofi howi powerfuli thei 
USi Supremei Courti is,i  too..i Ii wouldi sayi theyi arei powerfuli tooi ini thei government.i Ii doi believei 
withi  alli  thei  mandatesi  andi  stuffi  it'si  makingi  ai  loti  ofi  folksi  toi  geti  riggedi  vaccinei  cardi  andi  justi 
goingi  crazyi  outi  here.i  Mosti  ofi  thei  branchesi  doi  servei  poweri  toi  thei  governmenti  whichi  cani 






determinei whati needsi toi beeni donei ini thei U.S.i Thei casei Browni vsi Browni wasi suchi historicali 
case.i Havingi childreni spliti intoi differenti schoolsi becausei ofi colori isi disgracefuli ini myi opinion.i 
Fori childreni ofi colori andi whitesi toi bei ini thei samei schooli havingi thei samei rightsi ini educationi isi 
ai musti toi bei treatedi equally.i Thei onlyi thingi thati thei judiciaryi branchi doesi isi puti peoplei behindi 
barsi andi enforcei thei lawsi thati havei toi bei passedi byi thei legislativei branch.i Eveni thoughi theyi puti 
thosei lawsi ini action.i Theyi havei noi sayi soi ini anythingi otheri thani causingi peoplei toi goi toi courti 
fori crazyi andi ridiculousi fines.i I'mi noti talkingi abouti murdersi andi  offenders,i Ii meani thei peoplei 
whoi goi  toi jaili fori pettyi crimes.i Ati thei endi ofi  thei dayi theyi arei justi  tryingi  toi geti ai check.i Ii alsoi 
disagreei thati thei federali judiciaryi isi thei mosti powerfuli branchi ofi thei government.i Interpretingi 
thei lawsi andi beingi ablei toi actuallyi passi ai lawi makesi ai greati differencei ini poweri andi thati isi whyi 
iti isi saidi toi believei thei Legislativei branchi isi thei mosti powerfuli ofi themi three.i Declaringi wari isi 
majori  andi  onlyi  thei legislativei  branchi cani  doi  thati whichi  isi  anotheri reasoni  whyi theyi  arei  morei 
powerful.i Judiciaryi branchi isi saidi toi bei thei weakest.i Therei havei beeni somei historicali casesi thati 
havei comei outi ofi thei Supremei Court.i Roei vs.i Wadei isi ai greati examplei ofi this.i Otheri historicali 
casesi  includei  Lovingi  vs.i  Virginia,i  andi  Browni  vs.i  Thei  Boardi  ofi  Education,i  justi  toi  namei  ai 
couple.i  Bothi  casesi  arei  historicali  becausei  withouti  Loving,i  whoi  knowsi  ifi  interraciali 
relationshipsi wouldi  havei everi beeni acceptedi  ini  America.i  Browni  vs.i Thei Boardi ofi  Educationi 
wasi actuallyi fouri casesi consideredi underi onei rubric,i whichi Ii wasi wasn'ti awarei of,i buti thisi casei 
isi  especiallyi  historicali  asi  iti  lookedi  intoi segregationi  ini  thei  publici  schooli  system.i  Thesei  casesi 
helpedi  toi  shapei Americasi  futurei  andi  therei isi  noi  tellingi  whati  Americai todayi  wouldi  looki  likei 
hadi thesei casesi noti takeni place.i Becausei ofi ouri federali judiciaryi andi U.S.i Supremei Court,i therei 
havei  beeni  totallyi  differenti  outcomesi  wheni  iti  comesi  toi  cases.i  Ai  goodi  examplei  ofi  thisi  isi 
GIDEONi  V.i  WAINWRIGHT,i  1963i  wheni  Gideoni  wasi  chargedi  withi  felonyi  breakingi  andi 
enteringi  andi  wasi  deniedi  counseli  duei  toi  Bettsi  v.i  Brady,i  1942i  ini  whichi  iti  wasi  foundi  thati  ai 
regulari  personi  couldi  representi  themselvesi  asi  longi  asi  therei  werei  noi  physicali  ori  mentali 






limitations.i Iti wasi becausei ofi thisi rulingi ofi thei Supremei Courti ini 1942i thati Gideoni wasi foundi 
guiltyi  duei  toi  lacki  ofi  representation.i  He'di  lateri  filei  ai  petitioni  withi  thei  Supremei  Courti  toi 
overturni  hisi  convictioni  statingi  thati  hisi  rightsi  werei  denied.i  Thei  Supremei  Courti  approvedi  thei 
petitioni ini  ai unanimousi decision.i Gideoni wasi retried,i appointedi  representationi andi foundi  noti 
guiltyi  ofi  thei  crimei  he'di  beeni senti  toi  jaili  for.i  Iti  wasi  withi  thisi petitioni  thati  representationi  wasi 
viewedi asi  necessityi insteadi  ofi  ai  luxury.i  Legallyi  havingi toi  bei  toldi youri rightsi  andi  havingi  thei 
righti toi obtaini representationi isi somethingi thati peoplei takei fori granted,i veryi true,i buti theyi morei 
thani likelyi aren'ti awarei ofi thei casesi andi individualsi  thati broughti  thesei  injusticesi toi light.i Thei 
checksi andi balancesi servei asi ai wayi toi makei surei thati whati isi consideredi andi madei intoi lawsi arei 
agreedi  uponi  byi  thei  majority.i  Oncei  thati  happensi  thoughi  thei  Supremei  Courti  isi  ini  chargei  ofi 
makingi surei thati iti isi abidedi byi andi isi ini standardsi ofi thei Constitution.i Theiri decisionsi madei ai 
loti ofi lifei changingi andi worldi changingi thingsi happen.i Ii believei thati whoi isi nominatedi fori thisi 
positroni  needsi  toi  bei  ai  parti  ofi  iti  fori  life.i  Therei  arei  soi  manyi  changesi  thati  cani  happeni  ini  ai 
lifetime,i  thei  peoplei  needi  toi  bei  awarei  ofi  thei  changesi  andi  maturei  enoughi  toi  wanti  toi  seei  thei 
fairnessi ofi thei  peoplei ofi thei  land.i  Progressi cani onlyi bei madei wheni  peoplei seei ai problemi andi 
arei willingi toi changei it.i Ii believei thati thei Supremei Courti isi onei ofi thei groupsi ini thei governmenti 
thati hasi helpedi toi doi that. 
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