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Dinosaur Science (150 points)

In science, hypotheses are developed and then tested using available evidence. This assignment
involves rescarching a topie in dinosaur science and determining not only the currently
understood answer to that question, but more importantly fiow paleontologists went about testing
that idea. How do we know the answer? What hypothesis was being tested? What methods
were used to evaluate that hypothesis? What evidence was collected to support or reject that
hypothesis?

Rescarch one of the following topies in dinosaur science.
What were the horns of Ceratopsian dinosaurs (e.g. Triceratops) used for?
Could the dinosaur Torosaurus be the same animal as the Triceratops?
What was the function of the plates and spikes of a Stegosaurus?
Did dinosaurs take care of their offspring?
How fast could the Tyrannosaurus rex run?
Was Tyrannosaurus rex a hunter or a scavenger?
What were the tiny arms of a Tyrannosaurus rex used for?
Is the Nanotyrannus a real dinosaur genus?
Did dinosaurs have lips?
Are there any aquatic dinosaurs? (not Euryapsids or Mosasaurs__)
What was the function of the pachycephalosaur dome?
Could the dinosaurs Dracorex and Stygimoloch be the same animal as Pachycephalosaurus?
How intelligent were the dinosaurs?
How long was the life span of an individual dinosaur? (ie: how old did they live to be?)
What kind of sounds did dinosaurs make?
How did theropods and sauropods get enough oxygen to power their large bodies?
What were the crests of hadrosaurs used for?
Did dinosaurs live in herds or groups?
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Were dinosaurs warm-blooded or cold-blooded?
Were dinosaurs scaly or feathery?

Are birds descended from dinosaurs?

How did dinosaurs develop the ability to fly? (ot pterosaurs...)
What caused the extinetion of the dinosaurs?

If you can think of another question you'd like to explore, let me know...
Rules:

The target word count s 750, double spaced.

This is a small rescarch paper. Use at least three sources, one of which must be a published
scientific journal article (ic: not a webpage or newspaper), written by a scientist. The library
website (library.sjsu.cdu) is a great scarch engine for finding articles you have access fo.

Magazine articles, newspaper articles, and online sources are okay for the rest of your sources.
Sources must be reliable and professional. and not encyclopedia or “fact-sheet” style pages
(c.g. Enchanted Learning. Wikipedia). A good article source will gencrally have an author.

Cite your three reliable sources using the citation style appropriate for your major, using in-text
citations and a works cited list. An uncxplained URL is not a complete citation.

Remember that scientific names should be italicized and capitalized. Triceratops. not
Triceratops or triceratops.

Spell check. Write well. Use complete sentences.

No plagiarism. Don’t copy sentences dircetly from another source. Even a sentence that is
slightly modified s considered plagiarized. Don’t even quote the articles. Quoting is not
plagiarism, but there is no reason to include quotes in a seience essay. Always write your
own sentences.




