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English 215
Fall 2019
Project #2—Source-Based, Analytic Es: inni i i
1300-1650 words nalytic Essay Beginning w1l!1 Question
MLA Style 10 Fassible
100 points
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To write an essay is to think about a subject in more depth. Complicated issues, ideas of the

heart and the mind, need a flexible format (genre) which can accommodate thinking aloud on
paper and “inviting in” other sources to add to the conversation, The standard five
paragraph essay is a useful format when information is already known, but the analytic essay is a

format for more complicated ideas.

The word essay comes from the French verb essayer, which means fo try. In other words, in our

essays we Iry to think aloud on paper, we include our thinking about our data, and we draw a
humble conclusion.

as a place to begin, find a subject, then a topic of

Your Assignment: Use the reading from class
read and write. Write a

interest about which you are curious and would be willing to probe,
source-based, five-page paper.

The audience for this essay includes three different groups: Obviously this is a classroom
assignment, and I am going to read it. Secondly, you will share drafts with one another. Finally,
and most importantly, you are the audience for this essay. ‘Write as a way of capturing your own

thoughts about issues you are willing to learn about.

The purpose is to entertain, to analyze and to reflect. You want your reader interested in the
topic, which is why entertainment is part of the purpose and you will need examples and
illustrations that engage the reader. You need interesting data or you won’t have much to
analyze. Your reader needs to understand why you chose topic, the data and how you reached
your conclusion. The reader needs to “hear” you thinking/analyzing—to my mind this is the
passion most of you said was necessary for a “good” paper. You are not going to over-simplify
complicated issues. Toward that end, you will invite “voices” or ideas and examples that test
your thesis, that challenge you, that demand a response. Ironically, this makes it easier to write a
paper. Don’t ignore ideas that criticize yours; find the most reliable spokesperson and engage.
Genre: Source-based analytic essay that is driven by inquiry; it begins with the interest of the
writer, it develops because the writer asks questions. This is not a persuasive essay, which a
student would write if he or she had a target audience to convince. You are notona soapbox or
out to prove anything; this is not the same as a manifesto, a proclamation, a policy proposal,
debate preparation or a campaign speech. Your goal is to think as long as we are capable, include
as many ideas as you are able and to write in a style appropriate for a college classroom.
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Planning;
Concept Map #1 (in packet): Subject
1. In the middle of the map write the article’s title and main idea.
2. Using a Rhetorical Analysis and your God-given intelligence. Develop as many related
subjects as possible—aim for 10-15.
3. Choose one subject you'd like to write about

Concept Map #2 (in packet): Topic

1. Put your chosen topic in the middle of the page.
2. Brainstorm related sub-topics

Concept Map #3 (in packet): 50 questions

Concept May #4 (in packet): Before you write

Structure:

The middle of the paper: Write the “middle” of the paper first. Utilize your plan to guide you.

Choose from the following strategies: narration description, exemplification, figure of speech.
definition and/or compare and contrast. Attend to the solidness of each paragraph. Most will
have a topic sentence at the beginning, but some will have a topic sentence at the end.
Paragraphs are a mixture of ideas (abstractions), examples (data) and reflection (the author
thinking aloud on paper). The “middle” is the longest part of the paper, and it is built brick by
brick, where “brick” equals paragraph.

The end, the last paragraph should include a thesis—your attitude will be obvious to the reader
by the time he or she finishes your essay because you will have shared your reflections as you
write. The end is the place to collect your ideas and make sure your reader understands your
attitude, toward your topic. If it is obvious, you may use other strategies.

Beginning: Write your introduction last—for your second draft (or whenever you have control
over your topic). Do not announce your thesis—let that evolve in your paper as you think. Do
announce your topic and create interest in it. Make the reader think the issue is important,
Make the reader engage. This can be as short as a sentence or as long as a quarter of a page.
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Name: Yiheng Hu

Essay Objectives (which will be used in the grading along with the style guide)
T v Tointerest resdors through lively detail and thought 10 the
¥ Tocrlcally ik about n beract e hrough s unifid “fne” whe by the des,and e slection of exaplesbuild forefuly
‘writer’s main point or thesis.
To reflect about implications and significance of the cxamples/data.
To use a range of examples that include those that entertain, that clarify, that persuade and that test the thesis
To integrate source-based knowledge gracefully and logically into written work (Harris)
; that inchude cxamples that persuade, test, engage and clarify and inchude contemporary news/calture.
To assemble your notcs using an annotated bibliography (Harris) as your format (172 page per source).
To organize the cssay into a beginning, middlc and end
To use strategies that develop “the middlo” that could include explication, definition, compare and contrast, narration and description.
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Style Guide: We are using MLA Style Guide,
V=  Useintextcitations and a Works Cited Page (final draft)
T o Use1*or 3% person: avoi
V"« Sentences with good boundarics (no comma splices or fragments)
Ve Avariety of simple, compound, complex and compound-complex sentences
Ve Scutences edited for clutter and fluf

Final Project. Assemble your final work so that the most recent work is on top
© L EssayReflection

Final Copy

2 Drat with the grammar peer-dit sheet

1Draft with Pecr-review comments

Amotated Bibliography

4 concept maps

IANABRN:

Comments:
I'm sorry you changed your topic last minute. Don’t do that again.

‘This paper asks what does it mean to be open-minded? I sense strong conviction behind the words, Your idea is
unique: being open-minded is a state of mind that is open to possibilities and specifically you are interested in the
business world and how it navigates change and specifically you focus on Bill Gates on one example of being open-
minded. Interesting. Andlhenllhinkwha!ycualcdningisansweﬁnglhcqu&‘ﬁonagainandsaying!ha!being
calm is necessary to being open-minded. Is that right?

1 do have some suggestions: Beginning on page 3, the paper shifts. The focus is “a calm mind”. In some regards
quite captivating as you probe more deeply the origin of balance and what you mean by that—some lovely
‘metaphors too. Why are your paragraphs over a page long in places? This is all you? No other people’s ideas are
present?

Essays are likesmallbnildjngs—wbemngﬂeymedabcgiluﬁng,middlemdcndmataumhleamlhejnberl.h:
writer is to make sure the reader “getsit.” Lead the reader by the hand. Let us know when you are shifting your
gaze, taking up another example of the same question . . .readers are lazy and the writer must create directional
signs.

One of the objectives in this class is that you learn to let the reader know when you are using another person’s ideas.
And gracefully learn how to “toggle” between your thoughts and another’s . . . it is quite easy to do.

Please ask if you have questions. You said you wanted to improve your written English. Have you gone to Writer’s
Row? People are there to help. No charge. Make this your best semester and do get to class on time.
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