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WRITING AN ARTICLE CRITIQUE

An article critique is a short. focused paper insualle four to six donble-
spaced pagesi that analvtically evaluates a published jonmal article.
Writing an article critigue allows vou to become Familiar with the strengths
and weaknesses of u singde project. By identifving problem issues in pub-
lished writings. vou can leam stvle points andl techniques to improve vour
own writing, Article critiques are relatively formal. though most contain
the following sections that address specific questions:

« Thesis or hypothesis: What is the central question explored in
this article? What is the studyvs main hypothesis?

¢ Method: \What are the wost important procedures the researcherns
nsed to test the vpothesis? Were these methods snited to the task?
Were the methods nsed appropriately? Were there enongh patic-
pants? Were they dravwn from an appropriate population? Were
there anv other problems? Be specific.

+ Evidence offered in support of the thesis or hypothesis:
How wonld vou concisely summarize the main results of the
researeh? Do the findings support the lnpothesis? What are the
strengths and weaknesses of the results? Were appropriate stafisti-
cul tests used? How well do the results support the author's thesis?

« Contribution to the psvehological literature: What are the
major conclnsions the researcheris? dranws from this studv? How
does this research affect the existing literature? Does it promote
futire research in a new or merelv consistent direction? Are there
any limitations to this work?

e Assessment and recommendations: Are the anthors coneln-
sions legitimate and scientifically valid? What andience will benefit
from reading this article® What are the specific henefits? Can the
findings be generalized to other times. places. and populations?

Your article critigne can be organized aronnd these sections. Ask vour
mstruetor for additional formatting instretions,
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