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Introduction

This book offers new perspectives on Latin American history by tracing continuity
and change in important colonial legacies through two hundred years of postcolonial
history. Geographically, it includes all the countries in the Western Hemisphere that
Spain and Portugal colonized, from the U.S.—Mexico border to the southern tip of
South America plus Cuba, the Dominican Republic, and Puerto Rico. As it is cus-
tomary to consider the former French colony of Haiti, which was originally Spanish,
as part of Latin America, it is covered as well. Chronologically, the book begins with
background to the initial contact between Spaniards and Native Americans in 1492
and then examines the three-plus centuries of European colonial rule. Its primary
focus is the period from 1804, when the first Latin American country secured its
independence from European rule, to the present.
During Latin Americas colonial period, many cultural traits, attitudes, values,
practices, and institutions were formed and persist today in modified form. Five of
these colonial legacies have been at the center of political life since independence.

These include

* authoritarian governance, as exercised by the European monarchies that con-
quered and settled the region

a rigid social hierarchy that the conquerors molded, based on race, color, gen-
der, and until the abolition of slavery, degree of freedom

a powerful Roman Catholic Church that monopolized formal religion
economic dependency, an arrangement by which the European countries set the
rules of production and trade for the colonies, to benefit the homelands

the large landed estate that dominated the countryside, which conquerors and
their descendants created out of land mostly appropriated from the Indians.



T I——

5 Introduction

Chapter 1 examines the origins of these five important colonial legacies. The
remaining eleven chapters interpret Latin Americas history since independence by
analyzing continuity and change in those legacies. Over the past two centuries, pro-
gressives have sought to modify or abolish them, while conservatives for the most
part have sought to preserve them. Different legacies have been impartant political
issues at different times. For example, the status of the Roman Catholic Church was
passionately contested during the half-century following independence, the large
landed estate first arose as a political matter in eatly rwentieth-century Mexico, and
economic dependency became an important macter at the time of the Great Depres-
sion in the 1930s. The outcomes of this political contestation over the colonial lega-
cies have been central to molding today’s Latin America.

By examining change and continuity in the colonial legacies over time, the book
analyzes Latin America’s political, economic, social, and religious history and aspects
of its cultural history. In covering the broad sweep of Latin American history, it also
provides a framework for further exploration. If this story awakens your interest in
the history of a particular country, you will find that books are available on every
country. If you care to learn more about popular culture, women, art, Sports, cin-
ema, the environment, music, sexuality, folklore, wars, or almost any other aspect of
historic or contemporary Latin America, you will find books on those topics, too.

The book is organized chronologically and divided into six parts and twelve
chapters. At the end of Parts I[I-V], brief essays labeled “Reflections on the Colonial
Legacies” assess the state of the colonial legacies at different times between indepen-
dence and the present. The conclusion offers a comprehensive overview of how Latin
America has evolved over the past two hundred years.

Interspersed through the book are country fact boxes. Each is placed to coincide
with a discussion of the country it describes. The statistics provided in these boxes
are from the current CIA World Factbhook, which you can access on the Internet.
Some of the data presented are based on statistics provided by the Latin American
governments, each of which determines its own criteria for gathering and present-
ing data. Other data are based on estimates, and some information is a bit dated.
In some cases, aggregate percentages do not come out to exactly 100 percent due
to rounding,

These factors make precise comparisons difficult, @&.Qo&mm_% in the areas of
ethnic composition, religious affiliation, and population living in poverty. Keep in
mind also that poverty in Argentina is not the same as poverty in Haiti. Despite
these limitations, the country fact boxes should help you to assess the current levels
of development, ethnic and social composition, and quality of life of the peoples of
cach Latin American country. A country fact box for the United States is included
to allow for comparison.
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Origins of the Colonial Legacies

The year 1492 was much more than the beginning of Iberian conquest and settle-
ment in the Western Hemisphere: It launched the five-hundred-year period of
European transoceanic imperialism. There had been grand and extensive empires
before—such as the Han dynasty; the Roman, Mongol, and Ottoman empites; and
in the Americas, the Inca and Aztec empires—but none that spanned oceans. In
the four centuries following Columbus’s landfall, Europeans incremental ly extended
their grip on the non-European world. Driven by a search for wealth and by a sense
of racial, cultural, and often religious superiority, the Spanish, Portuguese, English,
French, Dutch, Russians, and others appropriated for themselves the Americas,
much of Asia, and eventually almost all of Africa and Oceania.

Latin America not only was the original venue of European transoceanic imperi-
alism, bur also experienced one of the longest colonial periods of all the areas thar
came under European control. Whether we count from Columbus’s 1492 landfall,
the Portuguese arrival in Brazil in 1500, or the fall of the Aztec empire in 1521, the
colonial period, which ended in mainland Iberian America by 1825, lasted three
centuries; in Cuba and Puerto Rico, almost four. By comparison, the English colo-
nies that would become the United States extended from the founding of Virginia in
1607 to the British defear in 1783—well short of two centuries. For perspective, the
Portuguese had the greatest staying power of all European imperialists, holding Goa
on India’s west coast from 1510 to 1961 and Macao in China from 1557 to 1999,

The long colonial period in Latin America produced enduring legacies. Among
these are languages, gender and race relations, mentalities, religiosity, diverse folk-
ways, and an amalgamation of cultures from three continents. These are cultural
traits thar have been modified over time, but that persist today.

Other colonial legacies have been central to the political life of the independent
Latin American countries. They have been contested berween progressives who see

7
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coming close to preconquest numbers. It is believed that the Americas contributed
syphilis to the Old World.

The exact population of Latin America at the time of European contact is un-
known, but a mid-range estimate is approximately fifty million; by contrast, Portugal
had roughly a million people and the Spanish kingdoms around seven million. Latin
America was very diverse demographically, having some 350 major tribal groups and
over 160 distinct language families. These peoples can be distinguished also by their
levels of development and sophistication. The least developed were the nomadic
or seminomadic hunters and gatherers. More sophisticated were the sedentary and
semisedentary practitioners of agriculture. Finally, there were the high civilizations
characterized by sedentary agriculture, dense populations, complex societies, urban-
ization, advanced engineering, elaborate public structures, sophisticated theologies,
and powerful ruling classes. Numerous high civilizations had flourished and waned
in Mesoamerica and the Andean area by the time of European contact, including the
Maya of Mexico and Guatemala. When the Spaniards arrived, they found the latest
in this succession of high civilizations: the Aztec and Inca empires.

The conquests of the Aztecs and the Incas were the most dramatic in the entire

process of European subjugation of America. Although separated by thousands of
miles, and despite having distinctive peoples and cultures, these magnificent empires
had important features in common. They were new, less than a century old when
the Spaniards arrived, created by conquest of numerous ethnolinguistic groups, or
tribes. Both were extensive and heavily populated: the Aztec Empire comprised
some 85,000 square miles in central and southern Mexico and up to twenty mil-
lion people, while the Inca covered around 772,000 square miles along the Andean
spine of South America (from the southern boundary of today’s Colombia to Chile’s
Central Valley) and contained between eight million and twelve million people. Both
were governed by absolute rulers who were believed to be demigods—particularly
the Inca emperor, or Sapa Inca. Both Aztecs and Incas appropriated much of their
subjects’ wealth and concentrated it in their capitals. The recollection of conqueror
Bernal Dfaz del Castillo upon reaching Tenochtitlin reflects the imperial bounty
of the Aztec capital: “Some of our soldiers even asked whether the things that we
saw were not a dream.”" Spaniards likewise marveled at the organization of the Inca
Empire and the riches of its capital, Cuzco.

The conquests unfolded in two stages: first, toppling the empires, and then, a lon-
ger process of gaining firm control over the former empires’ peoples. Herndn Cortés’s
defeat of the Aztecs came first, in 1521, and it gave Francisco Pizarro and his men
important insights into how to defeat the Incas a decade later. Although vastly out-
numbered and faci ng professional imperial armies, the Spanish had advantages that
allowed them to prevail in both encounters. Among these were superior weapons and
armor, horses (which have been likened to tanks on a modern battlefield), and in-
valuable assistance from native groups that the Aztecs and Incas had conquered and
incorporated into their empires. A smallpox epidemic in the Aztec capital facilitated
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Aztec calendar stone
Spuree: Library of Congress, photograph by William Henry Jackson

the final Spanish assaulr. The Spaniards arrived in the Inca Empire at the conclusion
of a civil war for control of the empire berween two royal brothers, Arahualpa and
Hudscar; Atahualpa prevailed, but the war Jeft deep animosities and weakened armies
which the Spaniards exploited.

The ultimate Spanish advantage in both Mexico and Peru was their recognition
that the Aztec emperor Moctezuma and the Inca ruler Arahualpa were at once abso-
lute monarchs and demigods, omnipotent and autocratic, to the point that their sub-
jects, including their generals and armies, were paralyzed without their rulers’ orders.
By capturing and manipulating these imperial lords, the conguistacores opened the
way to victory. To the Spaniards, these conquests were unheard of: heroic episodes
that glorified the soldiers, the king, and the Christian god. The conquests shattered
the natives world as they knew it and a set a course of exploitation and degradation
that survived the colonial period and continues today.

The Aztec and Inca empires were the greatest prizes in America, as no other arca
held the vast treasures of precious metals and dense native populations found in these
regions. Subjugation of the other areas of the Americas followed different patterns.
Areas such as Central America, northern Mexico, Chile, and Argentina initially dis-
appointed the Spaniards who were seeking the valuable fruits of conquest provided
by the Aztec and Inca empires. Spaniards who explored and settled in those areas
had to make do with_ little or no gold or silver and sparse Indian populations to
exploit. Therefore, while most of Spanish America beyond central Mexico and Peru

Herndn Cortés
Source: Library of Congress
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Wedding portrait of Isabella and Ferdinand
Source: Library of Congress, photograph appeared in GEO Epoche, Vol. 31, 2008

countryside by reorganizing and augmenting the Santa Hermandad, or Holy Broth
erhood, a militarized police force. Ferdinand became master of the main orders o
knights, thus curbing their independence and gaining access to their considerabl
wealth. The nobility was weakened by a combination of force, judicious maneu
vering, and selective favoritism, and by the couple’s development of a professiona
bureaucracy comprised of university-educated commoners whose first loyalty wa:
to the monarchs. Although the cortes continued to meet irregularly, the measure
that Isabella and Ferdinand took to augment their power made the parliament _mm“
relevant to the governance of Castile. ,
Isabella and Ferdinand’s successor, King Charles I, united the two kingdom:
:Dmmm the Hapsburg royal dynasty in 1516. Although Castile and Aragon _.o”
mained separate entities, since they were henceforth ruled by a single monarch
we can use the term “Spain” from this point forward. Charles was well womaosnn
and n.&mwomma to continue the process of strengthening the monarchy, but the
Spanish conquests in America posed new and unprecedented challenges to his
authority. Following the defeat of the Aztec and Inca rulers, his primary nrm_,.
lenge was to complete the conquests by establishing control over his million:
of new subjects on the American mainland. When the smoke cleared over %M
destroyed Aztec capital, there were around one thousand Spaniards among nearl
28:.@ million natives in the territory that would become New mwmm:|8am%M
Mexico and Central America. When the Spaniards captured the Inca capital
twelve years later, they faced a similar scenario: a few hundred Spaniards in the
midst of millions of natives. Establishing control over the masses of Indians
then, was the first imperative for conquerors and king alike. n
Spanish control over the former Aztec and Inca subjects was facilitated by the
structure of the native empires. As they expanded from the Valley of Mexico, the
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Aztecs had left the rulers of the conquered peoples in control of their own regions, s0
long as they delivered the taxes (in goods) thar the Aztecs wn.ﬁomnm_ and _.ua& homage
to the Aztecs special god, Huitzilopochtli. The Incas did the same with the rulers of
the peoples they conquered, although they exercised closer control over their territo-
ries and tried to integtate the B:L;Qmm. ﬁnOﬁHnm into Inca culture. But both empires
were very young: The Incas had begun to conquer beyond their Cuzco homeland
in 1438 and the Aztecs beyond the Valley of Mexico only in 1453. Many groups in
Mexico still seethed with resentment against the Aztecs and readily accepted Cortés
and the king of Spain as their new overlords, perhaps in the misplaced hope that
they would be more benevolent rulers than the Aztecs. Conquered groups in the
Inca Empire were less receptive to the Spaniards, but some did collaborate, and all
eventually were forced to accept Spanish rule,

After decapitating the empires by capturing and killing their rulers, the Spaniards
confirmed the tribal chiefs (cacigues in Mexico and burakas in Peru) in their positions
of authority over their own people. These chiefs in turn were overseen by Spanish
officials, the corregidores (rerritorial administrators based on the Spanish office), who
by the early seventeenth century numbered two b undred in New Spain and eighty-
eight in Peru. Accustomed to authoritarian rule under both their tribal chiefs and
their Inca or Aztec overlords, the natives acquiesced in rule from afar by the Spanish
king through his officials on the ground, although not without some resistance and
aumerous rebellions, especially in the former Inca Empire.

In the other areas they occupied—those lacking dense populations and central-
ized authority—the Europeans were forced to impose their authority piecemeal.
Some native groups successfully resisted the Spanish: The Yaqui, Apache, and others

the Indians of the Argentine plains; and the Araucanians of
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ase.
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of administrative changes, known as t
ing of royal authority over the kin.

constant. After the
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Portuguese governance in Brazil was initially much less centralized than its Span-
art. The crown paid little attention to Brazil for some thirty years after
landed and claimed the territory in 1500, as there was neither

population that the Spaniards found in Mexico and Peru.
n spices and silk brought by Portuguese traders from
cher side of the world. Rather than promote the
anted huge tracts of land strerching inland
to twelve influential Portuguese in

ish counterp:
Portuguese sailots
the treasure nor the dense
Moreover, the great wealth i
Asia focused royal attention on the o
colonization of Brazil directly, the king gr

from the coast, along with extensive pOWerS,
exchange for the obligation to settle and develop their domains; only two succeeded

in the long run. The king sent a governor general to represent him in 1549. Other
administrative institutions were extended gradually to Brazil in response to foreign
threats against the colony and to Portugal’s loss of most of its Asian holdings to the
Dutch in the seventeenth century, which elevated Brazil's importance to the mother
country. The two royal courts were established in 1609 and 1752, Brazil’s first vice-
toy was appointed in 1720, while city councils carried out most local administration.
Under the direction of the powerful Marquis of Pombal, prime minister from 1750
to 1777, the Portuguese crown strengthened its control over the colony in a number
of ways. Though less rigid and controlling than Spain’s colonial administration, by
the end of the colonial period the Portuguese had adopted a top-down, authoritarian

o the administration of Brazil.

mwmnomnr t

THE POWERFUL ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

at in the Americas from the carliest years
2 and land expeditions of exploration
and men of the cloth played impot-
end of the colonial period,
and ubiquitous institution
y over formal

The Roman Catholic Church was prese
of the Iberian colonial enterprise. Spanish se
and conquest were required to include priests,
cant roles in the Portuguese settlement of Brazil. By the
the Roman Catholic Church was a powerful, wealthy,
that anchored the Iberians’ colonial systems and exercised a monopol
religion.

Just as they molded the state to their designs, Isabella and PFerdinand funda-
d religion in their realms. When they ascended their thrones, Cas-
re home to Roman Catholics, Muslims, and Jews. Christianity
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decades of the Muslims’ triumph, small i
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certain regulated points of intersection. The Iberians would administer and exploit
primarily from urban enclaves, while the natives would continue to occupy their an-
cestral lands. The lower estate, or Amo_._oém:m Aristotle) the vepriblica de indios, would
support the upper, or the repiiblica de esparioles, by providing labor and taxes. As
Christians and subjects of the crown, the natives would be protected from avaricious
Spaniards who might seek to enslave them and take their lands.

But things did not turn out thar way. The two-
with the arrival of lusty conquerors who appropriated native women for sex and oc-
casionally marriage, yielding the first mestizos, and the scarcity of European women
among the early settlers contributed to the proliferation of these biracial offspring,
But the cause of the demise of the two-republics principle was, primarily, the deci-
mation of the native population owing to European diseases and, secondarily, mis-
treatment at the hands of the Iberians.

We can only imagine the impact on survivors as the

could not understand kill their families and neighbors and demolish their world.
The impact on the Iberians, especially the Spanish, is more easily understood. For
Spaniards who settled in Mexico and Guatemala and in the central Andes, where
the native population was most dense, the millions of Indians who surrounded them
constituted an unimaginably abundant source of labor. Native labor was originally
allocared under the encomiends, a grant of Indians obligated to provide labor as well
as goods to the conquerors and well-connected Spaniards who received the grants. As
the natives' numbers dropped, the Spaniards were forced to develop new approaches
to organizing and rationing the labor thar remained available,

Forced labor was called the repartimiento in Mexco and mita in the Andes. Royal
officials decided how to assign the labor, usually to agriculture and mining, Every
able-bodied male Indian was obligated to participate in the labor drafts, and as the
native population continued to fall, the burden on survivors became heavier. Beyond
these areas of dense population, Spanish colonists still demanded Indian labor for
agriculture, mining, and other economic activities; as the population declined, so
did the possibilities of profitable enterprises. The demand for labor on the Brazilian
sugar plantations was extremely high and the narive population relarively sparse.

The long-term solution to the shortage of native labor, in areas where economic
activity could sustain the cost, was African slavery. Slavery was not new to many
African peoples as tribal warfare ro utinely yielded captives who served the victors in
that capacity. In most cases, slavery was not hereditary or even permanent for the
captive; it was commonly a temporary condition of servitude and lack of freedom.
When Europeans began usi ng Africans as slaves in the early 1400s, the nature of the
institution changed. Europeans considered slaves property, or chattel. Slaves were
bought and sold like any other commodity, their condition as slaves became perma-
nent, and children of slave mothers became slaves for life.

To supply slaves to the Tberian and other European colonies in the Americas,
Africans began deliverin g captives to outposts established initiall
where they exchanged them for European goods. Originally li

republics model began to unravel

y experienced a force that they

y by the Portuguese,
mited to coastal areas
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of western Afirica, slaving reached well into the interior in response to rising amm.z.m:a.
Europeans, particularly Portuguese, supplemented anwnms.m in slaving G%&Eob.m,
ensnaring people of varied ethnicities and cultures. Massive demand .moﬁ slaves in
the Americas institutionalized the slave trade and led to the deportation of some
12.5 million Africans to North, Central, and South America and the Caribbean over
a period of more than three hundred years. o o
Slaves bound for the Iberian colonies were perfuncrorily baptized into Christian-
ity before embarking on their forced journey. On average, moEa.mo percent of the
women, men, and children perished on the overcrowded, unsanitary ships known
in Portuguese as £ mbeiros (floating tombs). Upen arrival in Salvador de Bahia, .<Q..u
Cruz, or Havana, Africans were displayed in slave markets and sold, not as _.un:-
vidual humans but as pegas de Indias (pieces of the Indies)—a category &nmnwaﬁnm
by their expected productivity and life span; an older woman or a nﬁ:m n.:mf be
half a piece of the Indies, while a robust young male might be m‘?:.qﬂ,mmn. >?SH.;
were deployed above all in agriculture; the highest concentration initially was in
the Brazilian sugar industry; a highly profitable enterprise. But slaves were used
throughout the colonial economy, in a wide variety of economic enterprises, ira‘ﬂ.-
ever profits justified the purchase and maintenance costs. Wealthy elites indulged in
houschold slaves not only to perform work, but also to enhance their social status,
Later in the colonial period, African slaves provided virtually all the Jabor in Cubas
sugar production as well as in the Caribbean islands that were taken over by Spain’s
European rivals.

With the racial mixing between Spanish and Portuguese men and native women
that commenced upon contact, compounded by the introduction of African slaves,
the simplistic model of the “two republies’ envisioned by the Iberians broke down,
destroyed by miscegenation. With the passage of time, a social hierarchy developed
whose complexity was reflected in the dozens of racial categories recognized by the

colonials. These multiple racial-social groupings can be reduced to four broadly
defined categories of people found in Spanish America.

At the top of the social hierarchy were the Spaniards and their descendants, the
creoles. In addition to their high status, males of “pure blood” enjoyed access to for-
mal educarion offered by religious orders and to the twenty-plus universitics founded
during the colonial period—ten of them doctorate-granting “major” universities.
They alone qualified for the profession of law and for membership in the merchant
guilds, posts in the colonial administration, and until late in the colonial period, the
priesthood. While these elite males shared important privileges, Spaniards and cre-
oles were not equals. Spaniards by birth commanded the bulk of the most prestigious
positions in both the civil administration and the church; they virtually monopolized
the positions of viceroy and predominated among the bishops and archbishops and,
for most of the colonial years, among audiencia judges and prosecutors. Spaniards
also tended to look down on creoles as somewhat degenerate, owing to the sup-
posedly enervating tropical climate of much of the empire. As the colonial period
advanced, distance and tensions between creoles and Spaniards increased.
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In the middle of the social hierarchy were the castas, or per
could be combinations of two or all three races found in colonial Latin Ameri
mwuﬂ%w m_unmﬁ.sm_ they had neither rights nor obligations. They could not om_u”.._m.nw
“”_Bﬁm”a”m HMM_MM“_MMQMO_WMEQ a profession, but they were not subject to the labor
b, drh e HwBo Mw were EWEH.NE“ exempt from the wibute that Indians
T T o time o onial .mcﬂrodcom sought to apply the head rax
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in a Spaniard’s characterization of them in seventeenth-century Peru: ..vwmnmcmm th
are most often born out of adultery or other illicit unions . . . Hwn. bear the t it
of h.:nmw:pamnu\ and other vices which they take in, as it were &&u Wrm:. .:M M‘_M H
H..zp._c:a.“ of them come from a vicious and depraved nsiao_._m.nn:ﬂ._._, dSﬁ_“d”r.n. :
sage of time, restrictions on the eastas, such as enter ng the priesthood, were _um:M_m_w

relaxed. The castas became the lareest soci ing i
cial i i
before the colonial period nz&n&.m SRR e

sons of mixed race, who

as revealed

. MMMMmDm m.bm anmnmzm. shared the bottom rung of the social ladder. Spaniards

rende _”cﬁm 5.&4- the Indians as _:mnq_onjmm nnﬁmnncm_ minors lacking the ability to
p panish standards and customs. The priests saw Indians as souls to save: th

conquerors and subsequent settlers saw them as sources of labor; s

. and the crown saw
them as subjects and sources of tax revenue. Thus,

. Indians were converted i

ther . erted and min-
.M& to by the priests, forced to labor by the colonists, and ruled over and charged
a tribute, or head tax, by the crown. In all cases, ;

subservient and obedient. In short, the Indians had

O.oBBo: Indians were initially prohibited from
owning horses,

the Indians were expected to be
many obligations and few rights.
; wearing Spanish-style clothin
ke and selling mom_%. of substantial value. They had no monaw.mm to &cnw..
o entry to the professions. They had “protectors” (Spaniards assiencd
watch after their interests), but in practice; the protection was 1 Catipes and
Kurakas, however, had some privileges.
and in a few u

> minimal. Cacigues and

T oL hey were normally exempt from the tribute

lons had access to formal education provided by religious orders
:

but they could nort practi i
pE oy practice the professions. Descendants of th r
bility living in and around the former Inca nmw.. ke A

. ital of Cuzco were a gr
gLl : ur . oup a
received special recognition of Gl

their status from the Spanish monarch
. T . . g
w.mﬁw.wmrnoﬂﬁmn :.i_mbm .orrmmﬁoum to pay tribute and provide labor were exacer-
L Tw the drastic annram in their population. While the Indians’ numbers fell
%MMMM n_ﬁHmme c__.memmw were reluctant to accept less in tribute and n&oiﬁ% %E.
ed the amount of labor yielded by a much lar ion i ,

ger population in the early post-
Mmmmcnmn years. Although royal officials tried to limit the burdens, creoles M%ﬁnm
squeezed all they could out of the narives. One result was rebellions

of sﬂEnr were localized and posed little real

Mﬂ”ﬂmﬁ%.m mﬂ.ﬁm_; of eighteenth-century rebellions in the former Inca Empire thar

i in the Tupac xﬁEE rebellion of 1780-1782, which spread through the
bmv. and threatened Spanish control of Cuzco and several other cities.

. m._mnM: slaves, of course, had the obligation to serve their master’s will. Their qual-

ity ot life was determined sometimes by fate: Was their master considerate or abusive,

almost all
threat to Spanish control. A major ex-
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the primary determinant of quality of
mestic workers. Field slaves normally
gful existence, while do-
e of freedom and

permissive or closely controlling? Beyond fate,
life was whether slaves were field hands or do
led short, miserable lives and had little hope for a meanin
tic slaves sometimes could carve out a niche that allowed a degre
s such as decent food and living quarters. In urban areas, slaves often
irculate through the city. Owners rented slaves to perform
sold goods in the markets for their masters.
rmination probably made these slaves’

mes
a few perquisite
had the opportunity to ¢
work for others, and some slave women
Social contacts and a small degree of self-dete

lives less onerous than those of field slaves. Yet, the frequency of slave runaways and
rebellions tells us that slaves longed for freedom. The runaway slave settlement of
Palmares in Brazil, which contained some twenty thousand inhabirants at its peak
and repelled Portuguese attacks for nearly a century until its destruction in the
1690s, was testament to slaves™ resistance to their condition.

The status of slaves in Latin America was somewhat more flexible than it was in
the English colonies. Slaves could turn to the church or the courts to plead a case
against an unusually abusive master or to ask for manumission. Slaves, especially
domestic ones, were occasionally freed, most commonly through a deceased owner’s
will. In the cases in which they were able to accumulate enough money, slaves could
purchase their freedom under Iberian law.

Colonial Latin American society was highly stratified but was not strictly a caste
society. In the latter, of which India until recently was the paradigm, one is born
into a stratum, or caste, and regardless of circumstances cannot move out of it; there
is no mobility from one caste to another. In colonial Latin America, despite many
obstacles to mobility, people could occasionally move upward in the hierarchy, and
downward mobility was not uncommon. Indians who abandoned their communal
villages, cast off their native clothing, and learned Spanish could sometimes pass as
castas, while individuals of Spanish background who became impoverished might
sink into the same broad grouping. Racial categories were as much socially as geneti-

cally determined.
There was another
Spaniards or creoles, to advance u
had money, the son could ask for a forma
formal petition to the king and accompanying it with a sum of money. The petition
asked for rectification of the petitioner’s “birth defect.” or condition as a casta. If
petition would result in a decree known as gracias al sacar that certi-
” meaning that the mixed-race person had been
hers of his new social
but also

method available to select castas, normally illegitimate sons of
p the social hierarchy. If the father was caring and
| change in status. This involved filing a

approved, the
fied the individual’s “purity of blood,
declared a creole and could enjoy the opportunities open to ot
class, This illustrates not only the limited flexibility of the social structure,

the Spanish crown’s perpetual need of money.
In addition to the hierarchy of race and color, another fau

defined colonial Latin American society. Gender determined rights a
most strictly among Spanish and creole women. Public

was throughout the Western world: women were

It line divided and
nd obliga-

tions throughout society,
life was closed to wemen, as it
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dion. Planters relied initially on Indian slave labor, but the rela-
ation and the Indians’ ability to uproot and move beyond
Portuguese control made that arrangement untenable. Growing demand for labor
on the sugar plantations gave rise to the large-scale importation of Africans from
the 1550s on. Thaus, the population of that region was primarily black, white, and
mulatto. Large cattle ranches developed in the interior of the northeast, the sertao,
where people of mixed race predominated.
Another area of early Portuguese settlement was Sio Paulo, where a distinet so-
ciety developed in relative isolation. Whites and mixed-race mamelucos (Indian and
white) presided over a lower stratum of Indians, many of them captured in slaving
raids by mobile groups known as baneleirantes (cartiers of banners or flags). .S#...ﬁ
groups of a few dozen to several hundred men, accompanied by Indian auxilia-
hs or years on slaving caids aimed often at Jesuit missions in
also explored the interior in search of gold and precious
rruguese-claimed territory well beyond the line of
demarcation that theoretically defined Brazil's western border with Spanish America.
Antonio Raposo Tavares led a legendary expedition between 1648 and 1652 that
reached the Andean foothills and then sailed down the Amazon to its mouth, cover-
ing some six thousand miles. Bandeirantes discovery of extensive gold deposits in
the 1690s attracted hundreds of thousands of Portuguese to Brazil over the following
years and caused a substantial migration from the coast @ the interior province of

Minas Gerais.

for sugarcane cultiva
tively sparse native popul

ries, set off for mont
Paraguay. The bandeirantes
stones, coincidentally pushing Po

ECONOMIC DEPENDENCY

ons of natives provided the justification for Iberian
nd Portugal also colonized for economic ad-
vantage. The colonial economic arrangenient was based on the theory of mercantil-
ism, which was standard economics at the time. The accumulation of bullion was a
major objective of mercantilism, and the economic system devised by the colonizing
countries was intended to accomplish that through the development of commercially
valuable colonial resources, the creation of preferences for goods from the metropole,
the monopolization of trade, and the maintenance of a trade balance favorable to the
home countries. Spain and Portugal imported raw materials from the colonies and
sold the colonials processed or manufactured goods. In the case of Spanish America,
the crown tried to prohibit the cultivation and production of certain commodities,
such as vineyards and wine, and olive trees and olive oil, in order to benefit Span-
ish producers and merchants. This mercantilistic arrangement created colonies that
were subject to economic policies and decisions made in Europe, notin Armerica—in

While saving the souls of milli
imperialism in the Americas, Spain a

other words, economic dependency.
Many parts of Spanish America and Brazil developed little more than subsistence

economies, producing almost nothing to export or trade with other regions. Some
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i g i legal trad-
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THE LARGE LANDED ESTATE
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plantations, haciendas could more easily survive periods of economic downturn
that reduced

demand. With diversified production and less reliance on creditors,
they could re

vert to self-sufficiency until marker conditions improved. This made
the hacienda a durable feature of rural life through the colonial

Haciendas were a major point of contact and acculturation be
Indian, and were the breeding ground, sometimes literally,
tion of mestizos. In exchange for their labor and that of t

cienda workers typically received a hut, a small plot of lan
often a ration of comestibles,

advances on wages and kept
estate, in an arrangement kn
common for the indebted re
structures, and equipment.

period and beyond.
tween European and
of the mixed race popula-
heir families, resident ha-
d on which to grow food,
and sometimes a small wage, Hacendados often offered
workers permanently indebred, thus tying them to the
own as debt peonage. When haciendas were sold, it was

sident workers to be listed as property, along with land,
Hacendados were absolute rulers on

and their power often reached beyond their land'’s borders to neighboring villages
where they hired seasonal hands for planting, harvest, and cartle roundups. Some
also encroached on communal village land, which the Indians vigorously resisted.
Haciendas dominated the best lands in much of Spanish America and brought their
owners income, power, status, and occasionally a title of nobility,

sted with plantations and smaller agricultural proper-
r the Atlantic coast where conditions were propitious
for sugar production, while the sesmarias developed further inland. Many of the lat-

ter originated with the generous land grants made in the 1530s to induce the settle-
ment of Brazil. Like their Spanish American counterparts, the sesmarias were large,

worked mostly by non-slave bur servile labor, and produced for towns and the slaves
working on sugar plantations.

their properties,

In Brazil, the sesmarias coexi
ties. Plantations flourished nea

COLONIAL LATIN AMERICA IN CONTEXT

Within the global conrtext of Euro pean imperialism, the experience of Latin America
was unique. Engaging in broad generalizations, we can suggest thar most European
colonization yielded two distinet outcomes. With the exception of Russia, which
expanded by land, imperial powers in Asia and Africa conducted their colonial affairs
with a minimum of personnel: soldiers, administrators, businessmen, and in many
cases missionaries. The typical agent of imperialism returned home after a tour of
duty, becoming (in English parlance), a “nabob.” Very few Europeans immigrated
to sink roots and make permanent homes, with the primary exception of South
Africa and to a lesser extent Rhodesia (today’s Zimbabwe) and Algeria. The native
populations exponentially outnumbered their colon ial rulers and, in contrast to the
natives of the Americas, did not die off from European diseases, to which they had
centuries of pre-imperial contact. While miscege-
s small in light of the ratio of marive to European,
major exceptions. And given European attitudes of

nation occurred, the impact wa
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superiority, little effort was expended on acculturating natives to European norms
beyond introducing Christianity in some arcas.

When the Europeans withdrew from Africa and Asia in the twentieth century,
whether after eighty or four hundred years, the peoples of most former colonies
remained, culturally and racially, largely as they had been before the Europeans ar-
rived. Those whom the Europeans converted to Christianity may be counted as a
cultural exception. Even where imperial languages became official languages of the
independent countries, as is common, they are the languages of government, busi-
ness, and the elites that serve as bridges among the native tongues that most of the
momc_mﬁo: continues to mmmmw.

The other pattern of colonization played out in North America, Australia,
and New Zealand—areas appropriated by the British. These regions were lightly
populated by native peoples: Indians, Aborigines, and Maoris. They attracted mass
immigration of Europeans, largely by family units of people seeking economic op-
portunity and/or religious freedom. In contrast to the Iberians, the British found no
large populations of natives to exploit and had no obligation to convert those they
found to Christianity. The natives constituted an obstacle to the immigrants’ drive
to occupy and exploit the land and other resources, so they were pushed back onto
less desirable territories or killed. Upon achieving their independence, the United

States, Canada, Australia, and New Zealand were mmo&oamngn_w European with
relatively small native populations that had been displaced and marginalized and, in
the United States, a substantial population of African origin.

Latin America followed neither of the above patterns. Spaniards and Portuguese
encountered a great number and variety of natives, from those living in the great
Aztec and Inca empires to primitive hunters and gatherers. They valued all these
natives as portential labor, souls to save, and new subjects and sources of revenue for
the crown. Rather than push them back, wherever possible, the Iberians incorporated
them into the lower ranks of their developing hierarchical colonial societies. As oc-
curred in Asia and Africa, the Iberian monarchs dispatched soldiers, administrators,
and merchants, as well as clergy to implement their colonial designs in America.

But in contrast to their European counterparts in most of Africa and Asia, many
Spaniards and Portuguese immigrated to put down roots and stay: nearly a million
Spaniards and around seven hundred thousand Portuguese through the colonial
centuries. Their numbers then grew through reproduction to reach 3.2 million (or
nearly 20 percent of Spanish America’s population at the time of .E%@mzaabnnv and
1 million (or a quarter of Brazil's people at the same time). The only parts of the
colonial world with larger percentages of European populations were British North
America and Oceania.

The demographic makeup of colonial Latin America became more complex when,
as the native population declined, the Portuguese, Spanish, and the French in Haiti
turned to Africa for labor, as did the British in North America. The tricontinental
heritage that characterizes Latin America, then, is shared by the United States, but
even a casual examination reveals that the outcome of the complex interaction of

Hemming, John.

Origins of the Colonial Legacies 3
1

different peoples has varied. While misce
occurred in North America, it appe
America. Furthermore,

° it mn_._wno: among the three races certainly

i c.m rpw«w een much less common than in Latin
i ing of suc liaisons were not recognized as belongi

tegories in North America as they were in Lati ?dnm_um

in Latin erica

H”_—n LErmSs mestizo or mameltico —H.-C.HN:”C the gene m~ €rm castas
7 1 3 £
T m 1T t

subcategories of racial e et

) identity frankly i
activity in Latin America m:M% E.W recognized the outcomes of interracial sexual
established a continuum of race rather than th
€ un-

m £/
MON——wH:” NTmO—CHO categories Om STHHO V—Nﬁhﬂu or H:th.: as E.mO& m Hrﬂ CH:_HOQ Mﬁmﬁﬂm.

el o d not allow individuals to list more than one

This cultural and i
gives Latin America m_mw MMU_ ocﬁno_Bn o.m P L s
B T @wo place ~.D the world. It is commonly said that a
R, S gomME/m\: America: European, Native American, and Af-
education in the 1920s, called mwmoo,Wnn_Om.v Viedean S Tk
Americans are a n,:ﬁEun. of ”.T HH. Cosmit Eace THiniy novie say that all Latin
majority of Latin Americans t am S m.o:._ *t Buneiedangtill s ik
(20), Eutopean and Afis A..o .pq_w are of E.:am race: European and Indian (mes-
diversified in the postinde E% o __.._Ema and Affican, or all three—further
Europe, the Middle Ea nen IR _uwh_c& by immigration from non-Tberi
st, and Asia. This “cosmic race,” a construct thar is 7_._”_“”

W
» continues to &.Hmﬂ:w
cnetic a —ﬂ_ cultura mﬂ.:mr hmﬂmz >BOH~ON —ODW Nmﬂ I 1ts

H_Sm overview CH H.m.ﬁ—: AMericas lon ﬁﬁvrun: €I CQ AIT1 _— Of m—:m 0
c

G — | m. N_ mv 1 CX: —30&. c 1 A..

:f.n.. m_.:va—nN—: hﬂmmn_ﬂm. m.cmuommﬂmhmmﬂ_ mn-e__ﬂ:..—m.:ﬁ 3 _.:u whu m.L O

€, L WET HWOH:N: m._”_uﬁurﬁ

nTC.:U_J ari :.m Cla v_ _u ﬂw v m .
] m S0 _ _n»_ﬂmm_ﬂ.mu cconomic de szmﬁ— m.:ﬁ— n.m—@ _= (< _m:ama cstate
] 0 & 2
H—__ Q_._.WTDEH ﬁwum. Hﬁuuumpﬁ:ﬂ.m ﬁ—wm.ﬂﬂﬂ__.m Om n_d_.m TCQ—: W 5—:. Tu:nuee ﬁ:ﬁmﬂ ~0 acies ccrmﬁr
m )

ﬁwm.vﬂh_ 4 n.nﬂ—_n—.m._ __.O_ﬁ m mTN L ¥ )4
n &.m
_Um-_u:.w_nﬁ.c on = H .mH m 0 ] .—LNE: gmh—ﬁmd HTHOCWT two TE:&HOQ cars

FURTHER READING

Andrien, Kenneth J., ed

i » ed. The Human Tradition ; 7
MD: Rowman & Littlefiel oo i Colonia
Bethell, Leslie, Bt G

{ Latin America. 2nd ed. Lanham

ed. Coloni i i <
et .\».QM”M&MAWMMN_.. muﬂ_u:amn. UK: Cambridge University Press, 1987
o Dot oo ..5..3. . Johnson. Colonial Latin America. 9th ed. New <o_._m Ox-

Qom?.b_m&dqﬂb 7
i Al « The Columbian Exchange: Bioloei
01t anrivenaty ol Wermr. o _uqnn,wn_. ,“N M..MWR\ and Cultural Consequences of 1492.

U.. r_z.quf ”—ﬁ.n €n m_
i * 4 ..Mmh.-ﬁﬁ. Iuﬂﬁ_ P.n— OT ester g ackwe. 20 w
" ce HL . m e A ¢ _nT Ster, GHA“ :mv\ W~ _A
i T i 7 \QN .mu&h:u ] w m\uh ﬁ.nh@ et of ,._;.,___.‘R\ ,Mﬁﬁml m&—.—nnm wu HUM<. & O
U—NN nmm~ nm_m:—.—o WO SN.— 7)Y @ ! B y arrasco.

Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2008

The Con
B 198 quest of the Incas. Rev. ed. Harmondsworth, UK: Penguin



