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PATRICIA HAMPL (8. 1946)
Woman Before an Aquarium 1978

‘The goldfish ticks silencly,

lietle inned gold wach

on s chain of water,

swaying over che rivulets of the brain,
over the hard rocks and spiny shells,

The world i round,
checlerk said when | insisted

on a round fishbowl

Now.like a Marisse woman,

1 seudy my lesson slowly,

<rashing a warm pinecone

n my hand, releasing

the resin,its memory of wild nighes,

my Indian back erushing

che pine ncedles, che erapper

scanding ovec me, his white-dead skin.
Farofthecrushing — . __
fear of the human smell

A Matisse woman always wancs

t0be a mermaid,

her odalisque body

strecches pale and heavy

before her and che exoic wall hangings:

the only power of the woman;

o be untouchable,

But dressed, a simple Western face,
a schoolgirls haircu, the plain desk
of ordinary work, she sics
<rushing che pinccone of fear,
ot knowing ic s fear
The paper before her is blank.
quarium sics like a lantern,
a green inner light. round

 green, a souveni
om the underworld,
its gold residencs opening and closing
heir wordless mouths,

1am on che shore of che room,
glinting inside

with che ficker of wacer,

heare cicking with che message

of biology o a kindred specics.

“The mermaid - not che enchancress,
ut the mermaid of double lfe —

sits on che rock, combing

the golden strands of human hair,
thinkingas always

of swimming. Page 4
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