Macrosystem Influences on Families and Children
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parents, establishing their “life chances.”

FIGURE 3.5 Social Class Structure in the United States Children are socialized in the social class of their

Source: Based on Gilbert, D. (2011). The American class structure in an age of growing inequality (8th ed.). Thousand Oaks, CA: Pine Forge/Sage, p- 13.

berween rich and poor (U.S. Bureau of the Census, 2013). See Figure 3.5 for a distribu-
tion of social classes in the Unired Srates.

3-5a Social Class Differences

Somerimes, socioeconomic status (SES) is assumed to be related to ethnicity. How-
ever, studies have found that SES actually exerts more influence on socialization than
does race (Lareau, 2002; Parterson & Hastings, 2007). For example, Lareau (2002)
found boch white and black middle-class parents made deliberate and sustained effort
to stimulate children’s cognitive and social development; whereas both white and black
lower-class parents viewed children’s development as spontaneously unfolding as long
as they were loved and cared for. Thus, different social classes (see Table 3.1 for descrip-
tions) have different aims and methods of socialization, which, in turn, lead to different
developmental outcomes for children, as discussed in the following paragraphs.

Upper Class

In upper-class families, the child is generally regarded as the carrier of the family’s name,
its heritage, and its status. The family is able to bear the maximum costs of child rearing
(marerial goods, private schooling, setting up in business or career). Socializing children in
upper-class families to be responsible and to achieve is a challenge when such children al-
ready “have everything,” Pressures to conform to family standards come not only from the
nuclear family, but also from the extended family (even the dead relatives) as well: “What
would Grandfacher Smith say?” Upper-class families often employ in-home caregivers.
Studies have found that in Los Angeles and New York many of the caregivers hired by
upper-class families are poor women with little formal education who immigrated from
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Underclass

developing countries in Latin America and the Caribbean (Hondagnea-Sotelo 2007;
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Izard, 2004). The differences in intellecrual, emotional, and social competence are more

marked in ager childhood and adolescence th
Sobolewski & Amaro, 2005). Why is this so?
Social ¢lass membership begins exerting its influence before birth and continyes
uncil dﬁ‘afh (Conger & Dogan, 2007). Health care and diet of the mother affecr the
birch of the child. The incidence of birth defects s higher in the lower classes than
in the middle and upper classes. Economic pressure and lack of opportunities affect
the mental health of the lower-class Family. as well as determine socialization pracrices
(Parke & Buriel, 20006). Lower-socioeconomic-sratus parents have been found to be
more dominant, controlling, and punitive than ' ‘
higher—socioeconomic—status parents, who: have .
been found to be more verbal and democraric
and to use various techniques. Lack of money
prevents lower-social-class parents from using
an allowance as 4 reward. Children from lower-
class families often cannoc be sent to cheir
fooms as a punishment, because there may be
No room they can call their own to which they
can be sent. Neicher can such children have

an in early childhood (Novotney, 2010;

privileges removed for noncompliance, such as
going to the movies, because they do not have
those opportunities anyway. Thus, lower-class
families frequently use directives and physi-
cal punishment for noncompliance, whereas
middle- and upper-class familjes use reasoning
and have more options available for reward and
punishment (Conger & Dogan, 2007).

Underclass Children R

The underclass, in essence, represents a con- ;
tradiction to the concept that social mobility is available to anyone in America who is
willing to work hard enough for it. How the underclass developed and what should be
done about it remain debated issues among social scientists and public policymakers. The
problems for underclass children include exposure to drFlgs-allfi AIDS, cl.iild :.1buse, poor
housing or homelessness, crime, insufficient health care, mfc.rlorleducauon, insufficient
child-care programs and other community services, and economic dependency on gov-
ernment (CDE 2012). The federal government’s response since 1996 has.been t‘o Provnde
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) while the parent(.S) get Job. training and
learn U);)i;lg skills to become self-sufficient. Funds are available for intervention programs
inc M”@ |>¥1'an' educarion and quality child care (to bé disjcussed in Cpaprer(si 5 ;}nd IOL.
These programs play a significant role in the developmental outcomes for underclass an

[u\.‘u r-class (.‘h”d[’l:n (NOVO[HC)’, 2010)-

Having too many responsibilities witt
adequate resources negatively imp;
the present and future opportunities
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