Family Transitions: Structural/Function#

Kelly, 2002). Generally, she had to find work outside the home because of the reduction
in‘the father’s economic contribution to her and the children. In addition, she had to find

someone to care for the children, The father, in turn, had to assume the domestic duties
associated with his separate houscehold or else hire someone to clean, cook, shop, and do
laundry. If the mother was cmployed outside the home before che divorce, the father may
have shared domestic responsibilities with her: so after the divorce, his chores became hers.

Emotional Support

The isolation of the nuclear family from relatives compounds the dilemma of the burdens
thrust upon the divorced family—relatives cannot be called upon for help with child care,
houschold duties, or emotional support. Because emotional support is one of the func-
tions of the family, and divorce removes one adult from the contexr, the remaining adulc
no longer has someone with whom to share the burdens and joys of child rearing. Neither

is there someone with whom to share the daily decision-making and to provide needed
psychological support.

Effects of Divorce on Children
The National Center for Healch Staristics stopped publishing numbers of divorce and re-
marriage in 2000 because some states no longer count them. However, based on past darta,
almost one out of two marriages ends in divorce. Most divorces occur within the first ten
years for both first marriages and first remarriages. Children experience a deep sense of
loss, develop divided loyalties, and often feel helpless against forces beyond their control.
In summarizing the last three decades of research on the effects of divorce, Hertherington
and Kelly (2002) report that although children of divorced parents, as a group, have more
adjustment problems than do children of never-divorced parents, the divorce per se is not
necessarily the major cause of these problems; rather, the negative effects of conflict in
troubled marriages can be observed in children years before the divorce takes place. Ahrons
(2007) found similar results interviewing 173 grown children 20 years after the divorce.
Parental divorce involves a series of stressful interactions between children and their
environment as the family rescructures. However, nort all children react to divorce in the
same way (Lansford, 2009). Children’s reactions depend on the various personalirties in-
volved, their coping skills, and the parents’ relations with cheir children, as well as with
cach other (Ahrons, 2007; Cowan, Powell, & Cowan, 1998). Reacrions also depend on
such factors as children’s age and gender, how much family disharmony existed before
the divorce, and how available other people are to the parents for emortional support and
to the children for role models (Kelly & Emery, 2003; Hetheringron & Stanley-Hagan,
2002). Studies by Hetheringron (1988, 1989, 1993) show that during and after parental
divorce, children often exhibit marked changes in behavior, such as acting out, particu-
larly in school. An analysis of academic achievement of high school students showed that
those from divorced families had significantly lower achievement levels than those from
married families (Hetherington & Kelly, 2002).

Child’s Age and Divorce Effects

Preschool-age children’s self-concept was found to be affected by divorce (Wallerstein &
Kelly, 1996; Wallerstein, Lewis, & Blakeslee, 2001). In particular, the child’s views of the
dépcndabiliry and predictability of relationships were disrupted. Some children blamed
themselves for the breakup. For example, one 5-year-old child said, “If only I didn’t
whine lilke Daddy said, he wouldn’t have left me.” Even a year later, in a follow-up study,
almost half the children in the sample still displayed heightened anxiety and aggression.
These authors also found that school-age children responded to divorce with sadness, fear,
fcclings ol deprivation, and some anger (Wallerstein & Kelly, 1996; Wallerstein, Lewis, &
Blakeslee, 2001). "They, like the preschool children, were still struggling after a year with
the changes in their lives. School-age children had difficulty focusing their attention on

school-related tasks. e R N e e
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Sl as pairs ol eayviimen is g together with
cstody O} Higibgical or adopred children.
There are DisexL tand transgendered parents,
(o0; the cattgones aldesbian, bisexual, gay, and
”vm\ggﬂdx'.‘ Uindividuals ‘are usually grouped to-
octher and abbreviared LBGT. Abour 4 percent of
jlduplcd child wve LBGT parents,

Many issues faced by families with homosex.
ual parents are similar 1o those faced in divorced,
stepparent. and various custodial arrangements
(Pattersor, 2002 ‘».\:m‘ding 10 the AACAP
(201 1h), these issues apply to families with bi-
sexual and transgendered parents, too. Overrid-

ing these, however, is how the family manages the
stigmatizing atritude of society. As of 20\] 3. 13
states have legally sanctioned same-sex marriages.
Some states, cities and businesses, have im;;lc—
mented policies for domestic partnerships or
civil unions to provide benefits for the cohabiting
partner, such as housing, insurance benefits, an(Li
emergency room visits. However, the cohabiting partner is excluded legally where children
are concerned, such as the right o sign medical consent or school permission forms.

Attitudes about homosexuality generally stem from one's personal feelings about one’s
own sexuality. These attitudes include fear, disgust, indifference, and acceptance. Because
of perceived negarive attitudes, many homosexuals, especially those raising children,
hide their relationship by pretending to be heterosexual (Goldberg, 2009). Being open
about their homosexuality renders them vulnerable to discrimination and ostracism.

Children of those who are open about their homosexual relationship may be teased
by other children (Gollnick & Chinn, 2012)—"Why do you have two mommies?” or
“Your dad is a " However, being secret, although arguably adaprive, is accom-
panied by the consequences of self-berrayal and disconnectedness from social support
(Goldberg, 2009). New associations must be continually evaluated regarding the safety
of disclosure. Many homosexual parents fear they will lose custody of cheir children if
their sexual orienrtation is known (Patterson, 2009).

Research on children living with homosexual parents and their partners has focused
on three fearful attitudes held by society in general: (1) that the children will become
homosexual, (2) thar they will be sexually molested, or (3) that psychological damage
will result from the stigma of being raised by homosexuals. This research (Garerell &
Bos, 2010; Johnson & O’Conner, 2002; Patterson, 2006) has found no higher incidence

of homosexuality among children raised by homosexuals than among those raised by
yeen any reported incidents of sexual abuse; also, children

heterosexuals, nor have there t
psychologically troubled than children

reared by homosexuals are not necessarily more

reared by heterosexuals. o
‘ ch adolescence and become concerned about their iden-

deviations from the norm among their peers
can be magnified. The normal developmental changes that occur during adolescence,

q ; : i ized parents, can multiply the
coupled with the problem of having to cope with S‘{%“‘““"“‘ l“'“’”“‘ AN piy-the
nts and their families. Variables affecting the ado-

ude their relationship with the biological parents,
in the community; and self-confidence

However, as children approa
tities and sexual orientation, any family

potential problems facing the adolesce
lescents’ perception of the situation incl
the partner, and friends; level of acceptance
(Goldbcrg. 2009).
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This interethnic (racial) and interfaith
(religious) family is coping with the
challenges of socializing a child by

parents with different backgrounds,
ways of doing things, goals, and so on.
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