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When the economy began to change from agriculture to industry an
produce and animal products, men took over the 'responsibilitié‘s"df:rﬁak.l,
sales and transporting the goods, and the woman’s role diminished. e ] :

Industrialization provided an opportunity for the expansion of women's roles, but few
jobs were open to women inicially. In the 19th and early 20th centuries in the United
States, women were usually employed only as seamstresses, laundresses, maids, cooks,
housekeepers, governesses, teachers, and nurses. Not until World War 11 did thispattcrh
change. Today, more than half of all mothers with children under 18 are employed out-
side the home, occupying work roles similar to men.

Husband/Father Traditionally, a man was responsible for economically supporting his
wife and children; a wife was responsible for maintaining the household. This division of
labor bertween husband and wife affecred their parental roles (Mintz, 1998). In colonial
families, children learned appropriate gender roles from both father and mother, because
there was no sharp split berween work and home. In 19th-century families, however,
mothers assumed more child-rearing tasks because fathers worked in industry and were
away from home much of the time.

Today, the role of father is being redefined by technological and ideological changes in

our society. In many families, men are assuming more household and child-care respon-
sibilities (Lamanna & Riedmann, 201 1; Parke, 2002). This is especially true in families
in which the mother is employed. It is also true in cases where the parents are divorced
and the facher has full or partial custody of the children. Today, many fathers are acrive
participants in the socialization of their children.
Children. In preindustrial times, children contributed to the family work by helping
adults on the farm, in the business, and in the home. Today, most adult family members
work for pay outside the home and children rarely work at all. Work and family life are
separate entities. Families have become consumption units rather than producrion units.
Children used to be an economic asset, contributing to the family by doing chores or
contributing wages earned outside the family. Now they have become an economic li-
ability; they not only have to be sheltered, clothed, and fed until age 18 burt also have to
be educated as well. In dual-earner families, the cost of child care must be added to the
cconomic liability. Not only are children expensive to raise, but most cannot be counted
on to provide economic support when their parents reach old age.

4. Authority Patterns

The balance of power and authority patterns in the family have changed over time Like fami-
lies in the Biblical era and ancient Rome, families in colonial America were pacriarchal and
extended. The father was not only responsible for the economic survival of the family, but
also for the socialization of the children as well. It was not until the 20th century that moth-
ers gained status as family providers, influenced by political events. Their help was needed in
the workforce while many men were engaged in the war effort (Coontz, 1997; Lamanna &
Riedmann, 2011). It took implementation of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, which outlawed
racial and gender discrimination, for women to gain more equal authority in the workplace
and, consequently, at home. Now; authority patterns in many families approach an egalitar-
ian pattern, or some sort of collaborative one with both parents negotiating the responsibility
for tasks; the father being responsible for some and _thc mother for others (Kaslow, 2001).

5. Economic Support

A major funcrion of the family remains the cconomic support of its members, but the scope

of this responsibility has changed, as well as which family members contribute financially.
Until the 18ch century, most American families were extended. They owned and

occupied farms and plantations that were self-sufficient, producing most of whar the

family nceded. Families builc their own houses, grew their own food, and made their

own furniture and clorhing. Things the family needed but did not produce were usually
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30 Chapter3 Ecology of the Family

How has the family
adapied to societal
change?

it

Early American farm life required every-
0ne’s participation for family survival.

®©Cengage Learning®

families were cconomic.(‘mits 1 which .
s o roles. Thus, children were €Ssen.
(;:rcl.:njtivntc the land and haryes; o |
e ic animals and younger children
. domcsrfl“i"i"i’ crops to sell, using the Pro.
adf beflL:; g‘,r:;d u?&lly became less and [ess o
amilics

carly Americ

er. These ;
obtained through bart d important prodt

members, young and old, vp}a) c“ ]

tial to the prosperity of the :x'r::’e).ﬂnd o

the girls helped cook, sew, weave, B
During che 19th century, farm

rs. Thus, e for wages in factorjes and
duced by othe e =
S i ew, family members began to
1ci i es grew, [
sufficient. As industries g

1 £ i ’“'lC uclear fan .]
.’ll)d ':l!ll]]y. n i

M hen bCC me [hC link bClWCCH VV.Ol'k

bUSiI)CSSCS. oney, . 3 4

d family providers had to be w1llmg o
resmaloneisss 2011)
became more common as houses we anna & Riedmann, .

7; Lam o
move to where the work was (Coontz, 19? ; atributions of both parents in order to afforq
ic co

ili i > n] X} . .
Today most families require the ccoEO R e
) : : ‘
{ i c es, and other go
tood, clothing, shelter, services,

6. Nurturance/Emotional Support : M e
"The nurturing and emotional support function of fam

| re of the caregiving has diminished. Fo,
the old) has remained fairly stable, but‘r he ran{z{ e G e
example, as medicine advanced, cthe family [u;:]e t(i)t R Y i
care. In the 19th century, health care as we ' OV\}’1 e e
preventive inoculations (except for sn;a:ilpox rl:“t,efc ?ew ar};’d A o
ics, few hospitals, few medications, and docto ]
;br,e:ie‘f'o? (!;yprheir families, as were the elderly. Today, W‘e h?‘te lniura.ncg [l)]la‘x:s }t]o C(?ver
costs of long-term care in residential facilities; we-havc' c!tsablhry.p ans; v;e -211 eh ospices
to care for the dying. Because of the expense of caregiving ourtside r.he amily, however,
the importance of multigenerational bonds and links to exFended kin needs to be reas.
sessed (Bengston, 2001).

3-33 Family Transitions: Structural/
Functional Changes i

Throughout history, family structure has adapred to accommodate economic, social, po-
litical, and technological influences. Examples of such chronosystem influences include
the Industrial Revolution, birch control, welfare reform, and no-fault divorce laws,
According to Coonrz, (2007), the origins of modern divorce patterns actually date
back more than 200 years, to che historically unprecedented idea that marﬁagc should
be based on love, [ronically, she says, “the fragility of modern marriage stems from che
same values that have elevated the marital relationship above a| other personal and famil-
' ial commitments; the concentration of emotion,
Passion, personal identity, and self-validation in

Family composition is influenced by biologi-

the addition of faily
members to the household, as by birch, adoption,
Iemarriage, or relatives (kin) moving in; or the
removal of family members, as by death, divorce,
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