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The reading of historical fiction and biography adds a dimension of understanding for studies of historical periods that cannot be
acquired through the reading of textbooks and encyclopedias. These books are especially useful for presenting a variety of
viewpoints. Both the Patriot and the Tory perspective of the Revolutionary War period may be presented through books that feature
characters that favored one side or the other. When authors skillfully integrate strong characters into authentic historical settings,
readers may experience the emotional sense of living in a different time period.

High quality biographies present historical figures as human beings. Mentioning both strengths and weaknesses helps young people
grasp the potential for greatness within all people. Establishing an authentic setting in which the historical figures lived and made
decisions contributes to the understanding of both the person and the time.

A complete biography presents the person's life from birth to death, while a partial biography focuses on specific aspects of the
person's life. Biographies of Abraham Lincoln sometimes concentrate on only his childhood or on his role in the Civil War and many
do not include his assassination, for instance. Look for clues that a biography is authentic. Sometimes it is impossible to find
enough factual information about a person to fill a book, so the author will research what is available and then write a plausible story
about what this person was probably like.

Authors who write historical fiction and biographies generally do extensive research in preparation for their writing. Sometimes they
cannot bear to leave out some of the facts they have found, which can cause the writing to lack clear focus. The best books of these
genres incorporate the necessary factual information into a seamless story. When the research "shows through," the story is
interrupted in annoying ways.

Historical fiction and biographies are important components of units of historical study. They may be used as read alouds for
sharing with the entire class, in literature units for specific groups of children, or placed in classroom displays for students to select
and read on their own.

Biography: Lincoln: A Photobiography by Russell Freedman, 1987.

Chinese Immigration (1909): Dragonwings by Laurence Yep, 1975.
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Historical Fiction & Biography
Objectives

Students who successfully complete this unit will be able to:

¢ |dentify the categories of historical fiction.
¢ Evaluate biographies for instructional uses.
¢ Compare books of historical fiction and biographies from the same historical period.

Textbook Readings

¢ Chapter 13: Historical Fiction, pages 173 - 185
* Chapter 14: Biography, pages 186 - 206

Written Assignment

Read four books from one historical period, two books of historical fiction and two biographies of people who lived during that time.
Evaluate the books using the appropriate criteria and discuss ways in which these books bring the historical period to life.








