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982 + THE EYES ¥7 -
the platform with Stokely, he yelled to the crowq, “Wi,
to the
ou want?” k
“BLACK POWER! H
“What do you wanti
“BLACK POWER!! )

g ou want?

“ysvfztccll:lzowmu BLACK Powmtim BLACK POWgg,,

‘Everything that happened ?fterwar Was a responge 1
y anything, 1t assured that the Mere dith thy,

moment. More than ) 1. ‘ &
Against Fear would go down 1 hlstolry as one of the majo, turnich
points in the black liberation struggie: ng

at %

e

nt of view, the march was a huge succes;

Des.
recipitated by Stokely’s intrody €Spite

From SNCC's poi
Cti0n of

the bitter controversy p i t
] mportan A
Black Power, we enjoyed several imp t accompllshments:

thousands of voters were regnstered.al'ong. the route; Stoke]
tional leader; the Mississippl movement aCquireq

emerged as a na ade em
and major interest was generated in indepen d
)

new inspiration, J
black political organizations.

7. “What We Want”
Stokely Carmichael '

Stokely Carmichael had been elected chairman of SNCC in May 1966,
These are excerpts from his essay “What We Want” in the New York
Review of Books (September 22, 1966).

One.of the tragedies of the struggle against racism is that up 0

now there has been no national organization which could speak |

 to the growing militancy of young black people in the urban

ghetto. There has been only a civil rights movement, whose toné
of voice was adapted to an audience of liberal whites. It served &
a sort of buffer zone between them and angry young blacks. Nom
gf its so-called leaders could go into a rioting community a0
listened to. In a sense, I blame ourselves—together with the m2®

media—for what has happened in Watts, Harlem, Chicag0 Clev®
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i E
g, OmERE fiﬁl o e People i

la:ther ngiglz bOrlr))ll))ed’ tto ed)’ became angr;.se X
:rttle bleck 8 ened, they wer €ath, they é‘: N they saw o,y
;o(hiﬂi;iggld se,e, except (:ostgzmlng. We ha ngnl‘;f;’ and when
tetg (o build their frustration, Out and pe be ten";gg:i(; off‘;r
- We

L7 T e

anization which claims to pe _

orgnity,.as §NCC does—mus; W(‘)Vr(l)(rl:(x)n
fl(i)t)’ with 2 P ke O.f strength from which ¢
eard- This is the significance of black power beo make its yojice

plack power can be clearly defined for g, wﬁond the slogap,
e fears of white AmETica to their questions ghoy do not attacy

in with the basic fact that black Americans b, tit. We should
ihey ar€ POOT and'they are black. All other probfe[wo problems:
(his wwo-sided reality: lack of education, thi so-caﬁ“; arise from
black men- Any program to end racism muys; D €d apathy of
double reality. ss itself to that

g for the needs of 3
Provide tha commy-

—_—

The concept of “black power” is not a recent or is
enon: It has grown out of the ferment of agitatio

different people and organizations in many black communiti
over the years. Our last year of work in Alabama added nities
concrete possibility. In Lowndes County, for example, black a new
vil mean that if a Negro is elected sheriff, he can end police
brutality. If a black man is elected tax assessor, he can colleg ans
E{l;r]l(nele(f)urllds fgr the builc%ing of better roads and schools serving
s ec}()mo}r)n?c—t us advancing the move from political power into
e & ma.or.ztirena. In spch areas as Lowndes, where black men
This is Whi : tlhy, they will attempt to use it to exercise co.nu.rol.
itk power ey seek: control. Wher§ Negroes la.ck a majority,
means (f means.proper representation and shgrmg of control.
oy ¢ creation of _power bi.iSCS 'from which black people
rough ;) change statewide or naF10nw1de patterns of opp.rf-:ssul)n
lack Poml?e :ssure from s‘trength——lnstead of weaknes.s.hPo]mc?l Y,
together S l;Tlleans what it has always meant t(? SNCC: the coming-
ack people to elect representatives and to force those

olated phenom-
n and activity by
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ot mea A

ves to speak their needs. It g;)ne:nnwho iS"bEel:c y Pugy;

repre:mtatxvfs fFice. A man or w A <k ap & n
black faces Into Obc automatically expecte Peak 1o the ,, °m
the slums cannotMOS[ of the black politicians we see amUndeeds
of black people: hat SNCC means by black Powe,  the

ot W J L
ay are I unity, and emanate frq h
be that of a communty: M thep, ¢

———
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to

PoWCr must

: dations of this coungy
omic foun il
the ecO;‘Ie are to control their lives. The or
Xt Jigg
d this includes the black ghettoeg With; of

the United States—an o st ba liberated. Fop 4 b g

nty

sou . s Yy, the
bordersl,] nor;he?]m’iike an octopus of exploitation, i ] Ys thig
nation has DE ‘

€n

E ot frat Mississippi and Hariem to. South AmeriCa,actl}fs

stretching southern Africa, and Vietnam; tile form of . . e

Ml'ddie East, from area to area but the essential resuj; has bem‘

tation varies owerful few have been maintained and enricheden

the same—:OI; the poor and voiceless colored masses. Thyjs Patte::

: rtnh:;xyierl:sroken' As its grip loosens here and there aroy, d the

,/f world, the hopes of black Americans i)ecome rlr:ore realistic, gy,
racism to die, a totally different America must be born.

m
Ultimately, USt by

shaken if black peo

White America will not face the problem of color, the reality of
it. The well-infended say: “We're all human, everybody is really
decent, we must forget color.” But color cannot be “forgotten”
until its weight is recognized and dealt with. White\Americai will
not acknowledge that the ways in which this country sees itself
are contradicted by being black—and always have been. Whereas
most of the people who settled this country came here for freedom
or for economic opportunity, blacks were brought here to be
slaves. When the Lowndes County Freedom Organization chose
the black panther as its symbol, it was christened by the press “the
Black Panther Party”—but the Alabama Democratic Party, whose
symbol is a rooster, has never been called the White Cock.Parti’-
No one ever talked about “white power” because power I t_hls
country is white. All this adds up to more than merely idt?ﬂFlfY‘EE
a group phenomenon by some catchy name or adjective. F}l;ite
furor over that black panther reveals the problems that ¥
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E
.3 has with cqlor and sex; the furor 2
28 ep racism runs an er “by |
Arﬂf«als how deep d the Breat fear ack powey
yE
re

ich is aua(:hed
o It e

. Said that most hberal Whites I‘(:act to ubl k
5 ac
! havuesmion, What abc:lu;’lt;n €2, Tather thy, saying:
e 3 nt me to dp.an See if I can ¢ it. The‘re are
answers

; tion. One of the .
yo! . right ques most distyrh; :
0 th:t ali‘ white supporters of the Movemen, h;:gb;hmgs about

jmost © o into their own com iti Sy
:re afral,?is[t(;fand work to get rid g}uirtl-“"ll?lsi:wmdl
racisﬂ;:y to tell us what to fio in Mississippi; leyt ‘:,}il:r;
rkeley. They admonish blacks to be nonviple
at Beh nonviolence in the white Community, They ¢
pr Negro history; let‘ them go to the suburbg
me oS chools for whites. Let them work to stop
feei . p'oliC)’? let them press this government to ¢
foreeféonomy of South Africa.
zht} here is a vital job to be done among poor whites,
o, eventually, a coal'lt.ion besween poor blacks anq
That is the on.l}f coalition wh.ich.seems acceptable ¢
e such a goalition as the major internal instrumen
American society. SNCC has tried several times to organize poor
whites; we are trying again now, with an initial training program
in Tennessee. It is purely academic today to talk about bringing
poor blacks and whites together, but the Job of creating a poor-
white power bloc must be attempted. The main responsibility for
it falls upon whites. *
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POWer" Wl[h
Tell me What

0 run from
look insteaq
nt; let them
ome to teach
and open up
America’s racist

We hope to
poor whites,
O us, and we
t of change in

But our vision is not merely of a society in which all black men
have-enough to buy the good things of life. When we urge that
black money go into black pockets, we mean the communal pocket.
We wan to see money go back into the community and used to

benefit it, we want to see the cooperative concept aPP“_ed in
businegg and banking. We want to see black ghetto residents

‘Mand that ap exploiting store keeper sell them, at minimal cost,

abui]ding ora shop that they will own and improve cooperatively;
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ir demand with a rent strike, or 3 b

c
fied behind them that no one ¢,
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they can back the Wil]t y
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mmunity SO uni :
a co ! lll)m-tl):iing or buy at the store. The society we g ek ¢, Mgy,
into the bul

; W _ "
black people, then, 1s not a capltahs.t 9nle. It is 5 SOCiety :d

arlI:'ortllgthe spirit of community and humanistic love Prevaj, ) i

whic _ 4

‘8. “Black Power: A Voice Within”

Ruth Turner Perot

Ruth Turner Perot was special assistant to the national .director of Co
when she wrote the 1967 essay “Black quer: A Voice Within» .,
which this excerpt is taken. ‘ il Ak

. . . Black power to CORE means the organization of the black
- community into a tight and disciplined group, for six purposes:

Growth of political power.

Building economic power.
Improvement of self-image.
Development of Negro leadership.
Demanding federal law enforcement.

- Mobilization of Negro consumer power,

SR e et

In Baltimore, MFU, an ;

ggili ;iaoiizdd\if\;lagest Qf nearly 100-members, workers regular
¢ NOt want to organi.,..
* Baltimore, CORE’s 196 Targetgamze’ from 35¢ 6 $1.50.

‘ also demonstrated black
mobiliziqg and Organizing by 88;}2 :n‘;‘j l‘e;ult of Aintenswf—:
groes swltchefi 35 to 1 to vote for R ePUb]icOt er groups, Ne
over “Horrf1e 1S your castle”'[(}eOrge P] Mal? [Spiro] Agnew
was defeated. We were S0 effective in f 2loney. Mahoney
Klan has chosen Ba] Toro G that the Ky Klux

timore as [itS] Tar :
! : 3
* CORE ran eight Neoro candid... . .2 8¢t City



