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Okinawa Music

Weeks 9 & 10_ Ryukyu Music and History (BIRRBR & EH)
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Ryukyu court music

uzagaku/fEEEZE
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- Traditional Okinawan court music that was lost after the collapse of the Ryukyu Kingdom.
- Classical music form originally descended from China, “uzagaku” features both Chinese singing and instrumental pieces.
- Unfortunately many of the traditional instruments were destroyed during the Battle of Okinawa.

History

600~ Ryukyu Kingdom appeared in the Chinese history book. “Ryukyu” meaning “glazed horn-dragon.”
700~ Chinese ship arrived in Okinawa

13~1875 Ryukyu Kingdom (about 450 years)

1609-1871 Satsuma domnation{current Kagoshima prefecture)

1875 Ryukyu Kingdom was abolished and replaced by Okinawa prefecture (1879)

1879 Olanawa prefecture

1945 Battle of Okinawa

1972 Okinawa reunited with Japan




Flute
w {6 holes)

Kokyu
{3 or4 strings)
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Shamisen
{sangen/3 strings)




hiips://www youtube.com/walch2v=X1ZZEa2UVE
Qkinawa Taiko

hitps:/iwww.youtube.com/watch2v=TGvCeocilplo
Traditional Dance from Okinawa/ Japan society

hitps:ffwww youlube comfwalchivanoNy dAghRw
Traditional Ckinawa Music

hiips:/fwww.youtube com/walch2v=GTI-nlU 8Mikd
Kumiodori/UNESCO

Tanchame bushi
F-ABHHAL (BERTED

hips://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4C2ygqzMjCés

This is a welcome song for the King of Ryukyu when he visited
Manzamo beach about 250 years ago

Lyrics:

Silver anchovies sweeping toward the shore of Tantame.
No, they are herrings.

Men fish them and women sell them

After selling the fish, women smel! fishy but they are cute

J nancha mashi mashi dianga soi soi
FUFNIVIL FATFLHIAUA




The sanshin flowers
sanshin no hana(Z &N TE)

hitips://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dIDX2zUYc V|

BEGIN

Shima uta (Island song)
L1

hitps:/fwww.youtube.com/walch2v=8ioQlu_ yW70

Nada sou sou {(Down come my tears)
R (BE) £5%5

htips://www youtube.com/walch?v=QEk50nLRhf4
Instrumenis: Sanshin, Chinese Koto. and Piano

Rimi Natukawa(E Il =)




Ainu musical inshuments from the reading this week
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Chitose Hajime
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Yotsudake
Pa>%

Yolsudake are:
« two sels of bamboo strips tied together
* clapped logether on the strong beat

+ used in Okinawan([Ryukyuan) classic music
and “Eisa/T 4 ¥—" dancing {folk dance]

Left
hand

Sanba =#x

* Sanbg means three slabs/boards.
* ebony wood

o Song: “Hello, Mr." A Y1 ELZA




Homework # 6 Okinawa Music (Due 4/11)

What did you learn about the music of Okinawa from lectures including today's workshop?
{one page paper)




