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A turning point has occurred in the intelligentsia. The civil war in Germany
and the struggle precisely along the lines of soviet power against “the universal, di-
rect, equal, and secret ballot, that is, against the counter-revolutionary Constituent
Assembly” — this struggle in Germany is breaking through even to the most stub-
born intelligentsia minds and will succeed in breaking through. This is more visi-
ble from the outside. Nul n’est prophéte en son pays. At home, in Russia, they
regarded this as “merely” the “savagery” of Bolshevism. But now history has shown
that it is the worldwide collapse of bourgeois democracy and bourgeois parlia-
mentarism, that you cannot get by anywhere without a civil war (volentem ducunt
fata, nolentem trahunt’). The intelligentsia will have to arrive at the position of
helping the workers precisely on a Soviet platform.

Then, I think, circles, organizations, committees, free unions, groups, small
groups, and gatherings of the intelligentsia will grow like mushrooms and offer
their selfless labor in the most difficult posts in food and transportation work. Then
we will shorten and ease the birth pangs by months. Because something amazingly
good and viable will be born, no matter how difficult those pangs are.

Greetings, N. Lenin

DiscussioN QUESTIONS

1. On what grounds does Lenin reject the idea of personal dictatorship?

2. Why do you think Lenin is optimistic about the future despite Russia’s bleak eco-
nomic situation? ' :

3.In what ways does this letter reflect Lenin’s commitment to Marxist principles?

4.

'Estab[ishing Fascism in Italy

Benito Mussolini, The Doctrine of Fascism (1932)

Like millions of his fellow Italians, Benito Mussolini (1883—1945) bitterly resented
the outcome of World War I. The Allies had reneged on many of their territorial
promises, and Italy’s economy was in shambles. Mussolini tapped into these waves
of discontent when, in 1919, he founded the Fascist movement, comprising former so-
cialists, war veterans, and others who embraced the radical right as the new symbol
of authority and strength. Blaming the parliamentary government for the country’s
ills, the Fascists marched on Rome in 1922 to take matters into their own hands.

From Michael Oakeshott, ed. and trans., The Social and Political Doctrines of Contemporary
Europe (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1947), 164—79.

'“No one is a prophet in his own country””
*“Fate leads the willing and drags the unwilling.”
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Upon the king’s request, Mussolini became prime minister. This marked the begin-
ning of Mussolini’s rise to political power. The following excerpt from an article by
Mussolini, first published in the Enciclopedia Italiana in 1932, illuminates the basic
ideological contours of Fascism as they had developed during the first decade of his
authoritarian rule.

Fundamental I1deas

7. Against individualism, the Fascist conception is for the State; and it is for
the individual in so fat as he coincides with the State, which is the conscience and
universal will of man in his historical existence. It is opposed to classical Liberalism,
which arose from the necessity of reacting against absolutism, and which brought
its historical purpose to an end when the State was transformed into the conscience
and will of the people. Liberalism denied the State in the interests of the particular
individual; Fascism reaffirms the State as the true reality of the individual. And if
liberty is to be the attribute of the real man, and not of that abstract puppet envis-
aged by individualistic Liberalism, Fascism is for liberty. And for the only liberty
which can be a real thing, the liberty of the State and of the individual within the
State. Therefore, for the Fascist, everything is in the State, and nothing human or
spiritual exists, much less has value, outside the State. In this sense Fascism is to-
talitarian, and the Fascist State, the synthesis and unity of all values, interprets, de-
velops, and gives strength to the whole life of the people.

" 8. Qutside the State there can be neither individuals nor groups (political
parties, associations, syndicates, classes). Therefore Fascism is opposed to So-
cialism, which confines the movement of history within the class struggle and
ignores the unity of classes established in one economic and moral reality in the
State; and analogously it is opposed to class syndicalism. Fascism recognizes the
real exigencies for which the socialist and syndicalist movement arose, but while
recognizing them wishes to bring them under the control of the State and give ..«¢°
them a purpose within the corporative system of interests reconciled within the
unity of the State.

" 9. Individuals form classes according to the similarity of their interests, they
form syndicates according to differentiated economic activities within these inter-
ests; but they form first, and above all, the State, which is not to be thought of nu-
merically as the sum-total of individuals forming the majority of a nation. And
consequently Fascism is opposed to Democracy, which equates the nation to the
majority, lowering it to the level of that majority; nevertheless it is the purest form
of democracy if the nation is conceived, as it should be, qualitatively and not quan-
titatively, as the most powerful idea (most powerful because most moral, most co-

_few, even of One, which ideal tends to become active within the conscience and the
will of all — that is to say, of all those who rightly constitute a nation by reason ofj

nature, history or race, and have set out upon the same line of development and | ¢

spiritual formation as one conscience and one sole will. . . .
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Political and Social Doctrine

Fascism is today clearly defined not only as a regime but as a doctrine. And I mean
by this that Fascism today, self-critical as well as critical of other movements, has an
unequivocal point of view of its own, a criterion, and hence an aim, in face of all the
material and intellectual problems which oppress the people of the world. . . .

3. Above all, Fascism, in so far as it considers and observes the future and the
development of humanity quite apart from the political considerations of the mo-
ment, believes neither in the possibility nor in the utility of perpetual peace. It thus
repudiates the doctrine of Pacifism — born of a renunciation of the struggle and
an act of cowardice in the face of sacrifice. War alone brings up to their highest ten-
sion all human energies and puts the stamp of no‘b’iﬁlit:y ﬁgp_o_n_tl;mewpgaﬁlieg%ﬁgﬂgve

the courage to meet it. All other trials are substitutes, which never really put a man
in front of himself in the alternative of life and death. A doctrine, therefore, which
begins with a prejudice in favor of peace is foreign to Fascism; as are foreign to the
spirit of Fascism. . . .

5. Such a conception of life makes Fascism the precise negation of that doctrine
which formed the basis of the so-called Scientific or Marxian Socialism: the doc-
trine of historical Materialism, according to which the history of human civiliza-
tions can be explained only as the struggle of interest between the different social
groups and as arising out of change in the means and instruments of production.
That economic improvements — discoveries of raw materials, new methods of
work, scientific inventions — should have an importance of their own, no one de-
nies, but that they should suffice to explain human history to the exclusion of all
other factors is absurd: Fascism believes, now and always, in holiness.and in hero-

~ Ism, that is in acts in which no economic motive — remote or immediate — plays

A part. With this negation of historical materialism, according to which men would
be only by-products of history, who appear and disappear on the surface of the
waves while in the depths the real directive forces are at work, there is also denied
the immutable and irreparable “class struggle” which is the natural product'of this
economic conception of history, and above all it is denied that the class struggle
can be the primary agent of social changes. ... i B

6. After Socialism, Fascism attacks the whole complex of democratic ideologies
and rejects them both in their theoretical premises and in their applications or
practical manifestations. Fascism denies that the majority, through the mere fact of
being a majority, can rule human societies; it denies that this majority can govern
by means of a periodical consultation; it affirms the irremediable, fruitful and
beneficent inequality of men, who cannoMa mechanical and ex-
trinsic fact as universal suffrage. By democratic regimes we mean those in which
from time to time the people is given the illusion of being sovereign, while true ef-
.fgctive sovereignty lies in other, perhaps irresponsible and secret, forces. Democracy
s a regime without a king, but with very many kings, perhaps more exclusive, tyran-
nical and violent than one king even though a tyrant....

8. In face of Liberal doctrines, Fascism takes up an attitude of absolute op-
position both in the field of politics and in that of economics. It is not necessary
to exaggerate — merely for the purpose of present controversies — the impor-
tance of Liberalism in the past century, and to make of that which was one of the
numerous doctrines sketched in that century a religion of humanity for all times,
present and future. . . . The “Liberal” century, after having accumulated an infin-
ity of Gordian knots, tried to untie them by the hecatomb of the World War. Never
before has any religion imposed such a cruel sacrifice. Were the gods of Liberal-
ism thirsty for blood? Now Liberalism is about to close the doors of its deserted
temples because the peoples feel that its agnosticism in economics, its indifferent-
ism in politics and in morals, would lead, as they have led, the States to certain
ruin. In this way one can understand why all the political experiences of the con-
temporary world are anti-Liberal, and it is supremely ridiculous to wish on that
account to class them outside of history; as if history were a hunting ground re-
served to Liberalism and its professors, as if Liberalism were the definitive and no
longer surpassable message of civilization. . . .

If it is admitted that the nineteenth century has been the century of Socialism,
Liberalism, and Democracy, it does not follow that the twentieth must also be the
century of Liberalism, Socialism, and Democracy. Political doctrines pass; peoples
remain. It is to be expected that this century may be that of authority, a century of
the “Right,” a Fascist century. If the nineteenth was the century of the individual
(Liberalism means individualism) it may be expected that this one may be the cen-
tury of “collectivism” and therefore the century of the State. . ..

10. The keystone of Fascist doctrine is the conception of the State, of its essence,
of its tasks, of its ends. For Fascism the State is an absolute before which individu-
als and groups are relative. Individuals and groups are “thinkable” in so far as they
are within the State. The Liberal State does not direct the interplay and the mate-
rial and spiritual development of the groups, but limits itself to registering the re-
sults; the Fascist State has a consciousness of its own, a will of its own, on this
account it is called an “ethical” State. In 1929, at the first quinquennial assembly of
the regime, I said: “For Fascism, the State is not the night-watchman who is con-
cerned only with the personal security of the citizens; nor is it an organization for
purely material ends, such as that of guaranteeing a certain degree of prosperity
and a relatively peaceful social order, to achieve which a council of administration
would be sufficient, nor is it a creation of mere politics with no contact with the ma-
terial and complex reality of the lives of individuals and the life of peoples. The
State, as conceived by Fascism and as it acts, is a spiritual and moral fact because it
makes concrete the political, juridical, economic organization of the nation and
such an organization is, in its origin and in its development, 2 manifestation of the
spirit. The State is the guarantor of internal and external security, but it is also the
guardian and the transmitter of the spirit of the people as it has been elaborated
through the centuries in language, custom, faith. The State is not only present, it is

also past, and above all future. It is the State which, transcending the brief limit of
individual lives, represents the immanent conscience of the nation. The forms in
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which States express themselves change, but the necessity of the State remains. It is
the State which educates citizens for civic virtue, makes them conscious of their
mission, calls them to unity; harmonizes their interests in justice; hands on the
achievements of thought in the sciences, the arts, in law, in human solidarity; it
carries men from the elementary life of the tribe to the highest human expression
of power which is Empire; it entrusts to the ages the names of those who died for
its integrity or in obedience to its laws; it puts forward as an example and recom-
mends to the generations that are to come the leaders who increased its territory
and the men of genius who gave it glory. When the sense of the State declines and
the disintegrating and centrifugal tendencies of individuals and groups prevail, na-
tional societies move to their decline”

11. From 1929 up to the present day these doctrinal positions have been
strengthened by the whole economico-political evolution of the world. It is the
State alone that grows in size, in power. It is the State alone that can solve the dra-
matic contradictions of capitalism. What is called the crisis cannot be overcome
except by the State, within the State. . . . Fascism desires the State to be strong, or-
ganic, and at the same time founded on a wide popular basis. The Fascist State has

also claimed for itself the field of economics and, through the corporative, social -

and educational institutions which it has created, the meaning of the State reaches
out to and includes the farthest off-shoots; and within the State, framed in their re-
spective organizations, there revolve all the political, economic and spiritual forces
of the nation. A State founded on millions of individuals who recognize it, feel it,
are ready to serve it, is not the tyrannical State of the medieval lord. It has nothing
in common with the absolutist States that existed either before or after 1789, In the

‘TFascist State the individual is not suppressed, but rather multiplied, just as in a reg-

iment a soldier is not weakened but multiplied by the number of his comrades. The
Fascist State organizes the nation, but it leaves sufficient scope to individuals; it has
limited useless or harmful liberties and has preserved those that are essential. It
cannot be the individual who decides in this matter, but only the State. . ...

13. The Fascist State is a will to power and to government. In it the tradition
of Rome is an idea that has force. In the doctrine of Fascism Empire is not only a
territorial, military or mercantile expression, but spiritual or moral. One can think
of an empire, that is to say a nation that directly or indirectly leads other nations,
without needing to conquer a single square kilometer of territory. For Fascism the
tendency to Empire, that is to say, to the expansion of nations, is a manifestation of
vitality; its opposite, staying at home, is a sign of decadence: peoples who rise or re-
rise are imperialist, peoples who die are denunciatory, Fascism is the doctrine that
is most fitted to represent the aims, the states of mind, of a people, like the Italian
people, rising again after many centuries of abandonment or slavery to foreigners.
But Empire calls for discipline, coordination of forces, duty, and sacrifice; this ex-
plains many aspects of the practical working of the regime and the direction of
many of the forces of the State and the necessary severity shown to those who would
wish to oppose this spontaneous and destined impulse of the Italy of the twentieth
century, to oppose it in the name of the superseded ideologies of the nineteenth, re-
pudiated wherever great experiments of political and social transformation have
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been courageously attempted: especially where, as now, peoples thirst for author-

ity, for leadership, for order. If every age has its own doctri‘ne, itis apparent frorp a
thousand signs that the doctrine of the present age is P_asc1sm. Tha't itisa doctrine
of life is shown by the fact that it has resuscitated av,falth.. That this fa.lth has con-
quered minds is proved by the fact that Fascism has had its dead and its martyrs.
Fascism henceforward has in the world the universality of ail those doctn‘n?s
which, by fulfilling themselves, have significance in the history of the human spirit.

DiscussiON QUESTIONS

1. According to Mussolini, how is Fascism opposed to liberalism, democrgcy,. apd
socialism? How is this opposition rooted in Mussolini’s concept of the individ-
ual’s role in the Fascist state?

2. What does Mussolini mean when he describes Fascism as “totalitarian™

3. As elaborated here, in what ways were Mussolini’s principles rooted in the legacy .
of World War 12

5.
A New Form of Anti-Semitism

Adolf Hitler, Mein Kampf (1925)

In 1923, Adolf Hitler (1889—1945) was sentenced to five years in priso?i at Lfmdsberg
Castle for his participation in the “Beer Hall Putschf” an attempt by his National So-
cialist Party to overthrow the German Democratic national government. He was
treated well in prison and received many guests as he strolled th{: castle grounds. Whe.n
a friend suggested that he write his autobiography to pass the time, I{ztler was.skeptz—
cal; although a gifted orator, he had written very lztﬂ.e. After Hztlerf fello*lvv inmate,
Rudolf Hess (1894—1987), agreed to transcribe it for hzr.n, howe1fer‘, Hitler dictated _the
book. Originally titled Four Years of Struggle Against Lies, St'upld.lty, and Qowardlce,
it was published in 1925 as My Struggle (Mein Kampf). In it, Hltle:‘, attributed most
human achievements to the German race— he called it the “Aryan” race— and ar-
gued that it had a duty to dominate the planet. The Jews, coTiyerse?y, were held. re-
sponsible for what Hitler viewed as the world’s worst problems, z.ncludmg communism,
modern art, pornography, prostitution, and Germany’s defeat in World War L.

Nation and Race

It is idle to argue which race or races were the original representative of hu‘r(nan
culture and hence the real founders of all that we sum up under the word “hu-
manity”” It is simpler to raise this question with regard to the present, and here

From Adolf Hitler, Mein Kampf, trans. Ralph Manheim (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1999),
290, 300, 303, 326, 643, 646, 649, 651-53.



