Kabuki
IRFFX

WEEKS 8 &9

Storytellin
& . The three major traditional performing arts

1000s-1300s 15004 1600s-1800s
Bunraku .
Kabuk
= {Puppet Theater) abuki
Noh (drama) Kyogen(comic)
Rakugo

Kamishibai




Kabuki / %X

skabuku {a verb) + kabuki ( noun) -+ kabuki (songR-dancef-acting’f )

"l originated from the word “kabukimono® meaning an cocentric person

|Genres of oday’s kabuki]
kabuki-kyogen (drama w/speech) = dance with music and drama
Pure kabuki and Gidayu-kyougen
kabuki dance {dance) = drama with music and dance
Pure dance

Dramatic dance: derived from Noh and a quick change dance

Categories

Kabuki kvogen: plays with actors” speeches and actions. Kyogen stands for drama w/ dialogue, not kyogen in noh
a. Jun-kabuki {purc-kabuki)  original play
b. Gidayu-kyvogen a complele copy from a puppet theater play to a kabuki play
sewamono(domestic play) and jidaimono (period play)
Kabuki buvo (Rabuki dance) [Jances over music,

a. Dramaticdances  dances with a story. Some are similar to kabuki kyvogen.

b. Pure dances dances withoul a story or speeches
¢. llenge-dances transformation or quick-change dances
Shin-kabuki (New kabuki) Nuew plays written by playwnters other than kabuki writers. Also, transeriptions from foreign

novels and plays

Super” Kabuki Modern kabuki with contemporary theme arts, manga, and music such as the Western
orchestra,




Okuni, a dancer from lzumo Shrine in 1603 (?) yarou atama

v

all-female kabuki troupe . young men kabuki troupe all-male kabuki troupe
(yuujo kabukiif 2 3 (%) {wakashyu kabuki)3 R B %% yarou kabuki (TFERIRIT )

Super Kabuki “ONE PIECE”
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Ginva Kabukiva Theater in Tokyo  (2013)

Kanamarura Theater in Kagawa (1835) npE o
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Music of Kabuki

Music plays an important role: it describes scenes and accompanices the entrance and exit and speeches of actors.

Kabuki is often compared with Westeyn operas and musicals.

Task
a. accompanving dances with songs
b accompanying kyogen
¢ describing scenes and playing background music by the gevza ensemble
d. producing sounds effects such as rain, winds, batlle sounds, and supporting “miv” (aclor’s frozen pose) w/purcussion.

e. giving signals Lo the audience (the beginning of performance and the end of intermission)




Characteristics

Actor basis

+ Extreme exaggeration and simplification

Kata (choreographed patterns) and Ma {space ) = Japanese aesthetics

Costume (fashionable styles); facial make-up

Picturesque & functional stages such as aummachi (passageway), sets, and keren stagecraft tricks)
Drama with fictional and nonfictional idcas

Multi-layered Japanese arts and mixture of various public entertainments

Type of music

Nagauta Developed for kabuki and used for dances and drama

Gera music ensemble of nagauta performers (voices, shamisen, and narimono)
Takemoto The same as gidayu-bushi of joruri (puppet theater)

Uta-joruri two joruri(puppet thealer) types

specific scenes and mausic phrases




kabuki ensemble seating
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- = , kabukiactors | flute, shoulder drums,
/ =T = . and hip drums
Geza music (Kuromusu)f Offslage music
}  Singers
J} Shamiscn
& Narimono: percussion and wind instruments
Tack-fixed drums:  stick drums, gagaku drum, flal-rounded dram, fan deum
Tight drums: sarugaku drum, kakko drum, elc.
Tsuzumidrums:  large hip drum, small shoulder drum
Gong/bells: dora gong, medal shaped steel drum, temple bells, horse bells, hand-held cymbals, eic.
Flutes: noh-flute, shinno-flute, shakuhachi, pipes, a cricket whistle, charumera{oboe-like horn).

Others; xylophone, clappers, metal rings, wooden/bamboo clappers, fan, glockenspicl, ete,




|.

:} Kabuki from YouTube (3/28 in class)

|
Kabuki Trailer of "Super Kabuki 2 ONE PIECT”
Super Kabuki 1 Yamatotakeru
Sukeroku (the name of the main characler)

Futago sumidagawa (Sumida river and the twins)

JPANA 222: Homework #5 “Kanjincho”

Q 1: What instrument(s) did you hear from the Geza (offstage) and what scene(s)?

Q 2: There were singers on the stage. How do you know when they are in performance or not?

Q 3: Describe at least two of your favorite scenes where the actor(s) and music were more
dramatic and prominent?




