CHAPTER SEVEN
[12]

third month of Genji's twenty-sixth year until the third month of
r_“_“ﬁ_nn_ﬂgn_ year. Fujitsubo _&._:. 31-32 Murasaki: 18-19; Rokujs
lady: 33-34; Akashi lady: 17-18; Yugiri, §—6; crown prince: 8—9; Suzaky
emperor: 29-30.

Four va“.w- _._u.ﬁ elapsed since the events described in “Aoi.” The fates have
not been kind to Genji: his father died three years ago, the minister of the
left has withdrawn from court, the Fujitsubo lady has become a nun, the
* Rokujo lady has gone to Ise with her daughter, Asagao has left the capital

o serve as Kamo Virgin, and Oborozukiyo has become a principal hand-
~ maid and imperial concubine. Worst of all, Oborozukiyo's father, the min-
~ister of the right, has discovered her and Genji in bed together, and her sister,
~ the Kokiden lady, has made up her mind to drive Genji from the court. As
we learn below, Genji has been stripped of his offices and faces the possibility
of banishment on a trumped-up charge of treason. |

In miserable spirits as one disheartening event succeeded another, Genji
came to feel that he would merely invite further misfortune by staying in
the capital as though nothing were amiss. He thought about going to Suma
but hesitated after someone told him, “People from the court did live there
long ago, but it’s terribly isolated and lonely now. Even a fisherman’s house

r a rarity.” On the other hand, it would scarcely be desirable to live _a
moE.r._Mn.E at a place where one would keep open house for throngs of vis
ttors. Still, Suma was very distant; he would worry about things at home:

WB&E embarrassingly diffcult to sort out his thoughts and reach 2

All sorts of distressing thi
: g things ca i ect
of bis s Stk o 85 came to mind as he no:mo_.an_ every asp

the past to the future, D i gt
. Determined though he m'&
be to leave the place he now found so distasteful, it was impossible t0 "

suma
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fifs day or two was enough to worry him
_gjon 10 be an absence of a predetermined ny
&w%ﬂao might well mark &n: last farewell i
is 4P gh he would set out with meeting her 2
’ ought was s painful that he sometime
ag her along, but he always reconsider
+ a fragile, rn_v_nmm creature to a cheerless shore A
aves would be their only visitors; besides, having her Mwﬂ "
him worry more. Hurt, she tried to persuade him tha Hn
appy in the worst of places, if only he would agree not (o _2:.“

and depress her, but
mber of years; rather,
N an uncertain world
8ain as his fina| oEn.nN
s toyed with the ide of
ed. It would never do to

enough, the prospect of his departure caused great distress at
f the scattering orange blossoms, for he was the sole stay of the
4, pathetic life, even though he seldom visited her.2 There were
1ers who grieved in private, women with whom he had once had
1s. And from the Fujitsubo lady there came a stream of solici-
messages, sent in spite of her fears about gossip. If only she had
B o sympathetic, in the old days, Genji thought, recalling the
bitter to feel that their relationship had apparently been fated
nothing but misery.
e capital soon after the twentieth of the third month. There

u,._._vQm::oaznnaasﬂrnm::v;mnnocniwuczovnam?n
ccompanied only by seven or eight faithful attendants. By way of
in ladies, he merely sent discreet private messages. (Some
were long and deeply affecting, undoubtedly worth reading,
) upset to make the proper inquiries.)
ree days before his departure, he visited the mansion of the
he left under cover of darkness. It was sad, almost dreamlike,
furtive arrival in a shabby wickerwork carriage, its curtains
ggest that the occupant was a woman. Aoi’s old apartments
and desolate. Upon learning of his rare visit, the boy’s nurse,
d Aoi’s remaining attendants all assembled; and even the feck-
adies wept to see him, abruptly and poignantly aware of the
worldly things.

the emotional intensity of Genji’s soliloquy, Murasaki Shikibu Enm\ phrases
- Ki no Tomonori (ks 405): shita no obi no / michi wa katagata / «.ﬁ_r»E
mo / awamu to zo omou (“Although we part now, following our different
et again, like an underbelt’s two ends circling to come together”). Om:___Sn?
S 611): wa ga koi wa / yukue mo shirazu / hate mo nashi / au o kagiri ,S / wa_w_c.
: .m:vn sure where this love of mine may lead, or how it may end. I know only
al objective™). ey
character, msﬂow_cn& in the chapter immediately preceding mcam_‘_ ﬁ“m
sually called Hanachirusato (“[the lady from] the house of the mw“w_._s.wana
lives with her sister, one of the late emperor’s lesser consorts.
T €conomic assistance.
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. a captivating child. “I'm oy,

The little boy came ..oa.w“_:%n”_w,__ nE%aBn.: Genji said. He ﬂwwmﬂ.n
that he hasn't forgotten ™ the parting might be too much, :
his knee, looking as Eocmrz him from another part of the may,

The minister came t0 gre with time on your hands, ang Ve
gathered that you've been gmamﬁ B o e ded dllness o mq,““sﬁ& &
aullfora O orw ﬂ__ﬂm m:m resigning my rank, I felt that th, o for
ceasing to vn_..mo:s my .n_._mno_s to have any trouble getting aroup mowma.w
would sneer, ‘He doesn fave to worty about public opinion on prj.

business.” | ought not to ha s ANymope
vate ciless nowadays; it’s frightful. And when | See whar!
but _uno.v_n are an.”n seems that this must be an era of degeneracy, , at’y
rﬂuvaw_zm n.mnwcnmaraa a curse. Life isn’t worth living when [ geq wom__:“o
MHMHBM_.H«R@ I could never rmﬁ imagined, not if the world haq E:s“
upside aoss._.. 5% cﬂo”mhos.—__m::nwm”w everything is the result of

ii's re was le y. O a cay

?Mnﬂ_ham.ma existence, so this is .m::m_« my bad karma. I've heard EH
in all civilized countries, people consider it a grave transgression for anyone
under official censure to go on with his life as usual, even a minor offender
who hasn't been stripped of rank and offices as [ have; and in my particular
case, it seems, the crime would be so heinous that the penalty could b,
distant-banishment. I can't run the risk of acting unconcerned just because
my conscience is clear; I've decided to get away from the city before I suffer
a worse humiliation,” he said.

The minister began to speak of the old days, and of the late emperor and
his aspirations for Genii. He found it impossible to keep his sleeve from his
eyes, and Genji’s efforts to maintain his own composure also failed. The
innocent little boy ran around, claiming the attention of first one and then
the other in a manner that seemed infinitely pathetic to both.

- “Inever forget the one who has left us, never cease to grieve, even for an

5 the minister said. “But now that this is happening to you, I take
omfort in the thought that she escaped a nightmare by dying young. If she
were alive, her anguish would be unbearable. What's sadder than anythingis
%&nnr& will have to stay on here indefinitely in the company of two old
people, without the experience of being close to his father. It never used tobe
that a man would haye to face this kind of punishment, even when he was

guilty of a genuine offenge, T 1 Ly j le like yo!
have suffered, even in Chin rue, lots of ill-fated innocent people

n_.n_..ma against them Ijust
T6-no-chiijo arrived

0 s,
m g,

mmc_._. “yy

e mmoned Aoji’s rsation 4
observed with silent ey attendants for conve :

.hu&. Chiinagon, coylq not g i
Intimate talk after the other.
her that he stayed.)

Hmw

roached, he prepared to set oyt j, e
Whe Boonu.um, thin mist hovered over the garden p,h_m_.ﬂ_w under a de.-
A,_nnn-c little shade from the cherry trees oy, EMH ﬂrmnz_oc_aa very
white assed their prime; and the hazy, indistinct scene smﬁmesw had
ally P if the season had been autumn, He iosked o *m ar more

’ ainst the balustrade at the corner of the building, [ 4 wm,ru. while,
Jeanif m.ﬁmumoon and waited as if to see him off. ¥ Chinagon

%ﬂ-&h—n&m we won't be able to see each other again, [t ney

RS ; : : er oc
;.,.._g‘.nnﬁrmnm like Hr._m might happen; I didn’t feel a need to n”ﬂwﬂ_,ﬁﬂw:qm
Bﬁ%&%ﬂ s when meeting would have been €asy,” he said, She wept w:

gw&urm, dieiboy’s :E.m_.m, Wnoﬂmmrﬁ a message from ?Ennmm Omiya, ]
< d to speak to you myse | ut 1 was so upset that | hesitated, and now
&am&w,«ou._. ¢ leaving wi:._o it’s still pitch Z.mnr.lw:nr a change from the
old days, 1 can'’t help nr.n_m_.sm. It would be nice if you could wajr until our
e sleepyhead wakes up.”
With tears in his eyes, Genji murmured a poem as though it were not
intended to be an answer.

toribeyama Will the smoke resemble
~ moeshi keburi mo the plume from the pyre that burned
- magauyato at Mount Toribe?

ama no shio yaku
ura mi ni zo yuku

I go to view the shore
where seafolk tend their salt fires,

~ “Iwonder if partings at dawn are always this painful. You probably know
about such things,” he said.

The nurse seemed deeply affected. “They say the word ‘parting’ is un-
m_,ﬁm»bm at any time, but I don’t think it could ever be as sad as it is this
morning,” she said in a tearful voice.

' To ﬂwn princess, Geniji replied, “There are innumerable things [ want to
Sy to you, but . . , Please try to imagine the state of my emotions. I would
pwmm_.m able to leave this hateful city if I were to look at the boy; I must
"o P My courage and hurry off.”

F&om.w:-iwasm peeped out to watch him go. Elegant, rm_,_n_moan,

5 mmmghro_w. his appearance in the brilliant light of the sinking moon
* €nough 1o bring tears to the eyes of tigers and wolves. And for these
-0 Who had served him since his boyhood, his incomparable beauty
. i 100 5ad 1o bear,

it forgot the princess’s answer:

If you do not stay

beneath the heavens where she
ascended as smoke,

you will be E::i.é:

from the one who is no more.
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chat 1 was taking you with me now.

sk The i <
der official displeasure to lead Y 52y its a major

hey Nin : un a .
ot nwwun a.qnwn no end aom a.”rn _a,. ‘u..mpmoor at the sun and moon, | believe mw M“._Hw_v_;n. o i
e in a manner that <nnm&n: or .ired hardships; the blind irrationality ar coy € my karma
o on g ubles would only increase if I ignored the ?Mnn:nwwrwm BM
sa O 2 g 3 it nts an
NMManM_Ea in cone | loved,” Genji explained. He stayed in bed until the
ed | Z
Y the R obaic arrived j
room d Té-no-chiijo arrived, and he put oy
gone omc.”“a by The garment was made of unfigured w:ﬂ: hwwmuau._ cloak
,,,E._m the oth ers fe Say ank or office, but its very plainness Qn,mﬁa m% :mﬂn o
m&&u.ﬁo censure apg r”“& ‘moved closer to the mirror-stand to comb M. mﬂ.n wm
_una_%.mnno.:.somﬁnm Se. his thin face looked refined and handsome :wma. air,
ization of in.? weight. It shows in this mirror. What 3 51 v:mmmmmm
4 m. some o% the E&sm__”_. asaki iu...wn_..na him with steadfast, tearfy] eyes, an
€en put into Storage r re. [Genji:] s
imagin. . ‘
Magine : Although my body
: may wander off like this
ty among m i :
ELT refl
out on the veranda, more than _.E_M will -wnqﬂ..ﬂ“uw the mi
oﬁrv.rﬂ. shutters still unlowereg that remains b E_MS
in their nightdresses, and he refl. o Y your side.
disperse in time, unable to face the long talking to herself:
cern that would not ordinarily haye given B one roecs
r reflection
one n—an uum another, so [ slept 4t the Sﬂﬁdﬂ”ﬂnw% Wﬂnmi sty
ht I was doing something di . 3
.nwra g ing distastefy] then it would be comforting

t while P'm still in the city, but there
-and I haven’t been able to stay home
ould be sad to hurt people by letting
 he said.
eful thing’ could possibly be worse than
that she should feel Geniji’s departure
hom she had felt at home since child-
always been a remote figure, and now,
ding himself more aloof than ever, nei-
ask how Genji was faring. Embar-
is neglect, she wished he had never found
d through certain channels that her step-
ity didn’t last long, did it? Whata
everybody who cares about her.” And
communication, deeply wounded. With
in a pathetic situation.
definitely without a pardon, I'll send for
in the rocks, but it wouldn’t do for

to look into this mirror.

eside a pillar to hide her tears, and Genji’s gaze lingered
_ . To see her was to realize that none of his other

until the day ended.

had been receiving frequent communications from the
its of the house of the scattering blossoms.® Afraid that the
take it amiss if he failed to pay her a visit, he decided

$ 952): ika naramu / iwao no naka ni / sumaba ka wa / yo no ukikoto

thin what manner of cavern, bounded by rocks, might one seek shel-
Self from news of the sorrows of the world?"™). ;
ochi, Genji's half-brother, is better known as Prince Hotaru (“the Firefly

later in the story.
n with their material needs.
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¢6 b sort expressed her 4 o5 ased to :._._n_h_a. to the :._._:m clique, and selecting all the
e atcomsenene TG He could not g i, | 01 segompany hirm on the journey. As funishings for s e
were peop'¢ _m_xﬂm_o:m A _,ozmnro_m. which for so long rmn_mw_.__,aw w who ,.zn he chose t© e~y ccrain essentials, 4]} of g, plainest, most
language 1t WOU confronting n_._m_..r building was hushed, and barg ._in___aw.n_ sort, @ box containing the collected poemg of p,, Juyi and oth
the bleak Eanﬂ__ his assistance: mn& hill, lonely and cheerles :,_a Sighy o,m %pmo_ﬁn pooks, and a mm:m_n seven-stringed koto, There were to be :ﬁw o
23&2_ 2 and %m«:ﬂ_wim.w%ﬁ in the rocks” where he mj ﬁ_”ﬁ 5;4 =on¢nm.wn<m articles of furniture, no :Sm:_m._.,o:a robes; his guise would be n_”w:
" 5,._08““..@__% mind (¢ ern apartment had been suni o AREEC e mountain peasant. Murasaki was to take charge of his (o
aﬂ.ﬂ_.w”nonu sister 5%_.«”.‘”4“6:_; take the trouble to vigj i Blog of 8 hum! d everything else that might come up. He gave her the deeds to

5.
pot daring © hope that iet light of the sad moon and slippegd . but e

es, and other properties. To help |, Sinitic
TR W ates, pasturag ; P her administer these
. along in the 8? qui aable fragrance. ke, thoved mo_.imawaﬁ hig his ﬂon“wn ; ._.nm ources—storehouses, treasures, and so forth—with the assis-
came releasing an incompara at the moon. They began o on he, and _. "¢ hs trusted mﬁnimﬂww .rm nxv_m_:n.n_ the necessary procedures to her
ﬂ-ﬂ%ﬂ greet him and sat §az/08 falk, ang fnce S nagon, whose abilities he held in high regard.
i&:ﬂ%%ﬁm-go%i:rog: said. "To'think that even =E.3anu8=r»mm. Chiij6, and others of his ?<o_,ma _u&mw-__néaa:m. hav-
 bes are s short NOW,™ : anoth, For INE™* use had served as consolation for hj
“The .—.G_.n. 1l probably be impossible . . . If only I had used my t Bt the ho ol . s neglect. Now they
meeting like this m_. %_.ﬁ always been too worried about the gossip S_sn Es‘m%nznm of all comfort, ”n € Bave them mementos appropriate to their
~ better! | see nOW .ﬁ.on " There were repeated cockcrows a A Hs@.. Ew& and sent them off to the west wing, high and low alike. “It may be
~ onein “&mﬂnﬁ“o “ .-an_ to hurry off so as not to be noticed. As cmcm_n“ﬂ_. M“ ",.,_ém___ survive long enough to return. Anyone who wants to wait for me
¢ ! s Mg Y

way the sad feeling that he was vanishing along vy i
5 a”on_: %__n“.oop:w_: on the wet sleeve of her purple robe RS:M
the old mﬂ__.svos tears on the face of the moon, and she recited: s

' 1d please serve Her Ladyship,” he said. Needless to say, he also sent
m__.,oﬁ,a?_ farewell presents to nrm. boy’s nurses and the people at the house of
M”m%ne..im blossoms—nor did he forget to add practical gifts.

B b ey & He took the nmmm.n of m.ns&bm O_uo._.oNc_hJS a _o.:m? | r:o.i it’s only natu-
a_&r%ﬂs ﬂrnmn“_mwnﬁm .rmwuéo_wn_mmﬂw ral that you haven’t written . . .mwmn:_ﬂ.m up to leaving everything is the saddest
wa . 3
1&.”“_":__ tomo to the rays of the moon— iidimestpinful experience of my life.
tomete mo mibaya how I long to detain ose naki Unable to see you,
akanu hikari o the light of which I never tire! namida no kawa ni I sank beneath the flowin
x r- . r- . ﬁ m
. ¢ . 3 shizumishi ya river o my tears.
~ Moved by her distress, he tried to comfort her despite his own un- nagaruru mio no Might that have been the origin
e hajime nariken of the tide that bears me off?
Pkineguc Do not gaze at the sky “That unforgettable love is the only crime to which I must plead guilty.” He
tsui ni sumubeki where clouds may briefly obscure Y : - : A
tsukikage no oo wrote little, apprehensive lest the letter fall into unfriendly hands before it
shibashi kumoramu the orb that will make its rounds could be n_n__<mnnm. ; ¢ .
SOr N nagame so and shine bright again at last. rd.m lady tried to hide her anguish, but there was nothing she could do
o ; about the tears that overflowed her sleeve. [Her poem:
Bt oyee you get _moi_ to _p:. he said, “my return does look uncertain. " S ;
; &w&:ﬁmvﬁn%._uﬁw E_:.m& with the tears that come from not knowing namidagawa The bubble afloat
: He saw 88 % In left in the gray light of dawn. ES_N: minawa mo on a river of tears
sponsibilty »” cn_as.?:z..m that needed attention, parceling out degrees of ¢ _ Eoscramr_. is doomed to vanish.
€ NIJo Mansion am th Py dants ~ hagarete nochi no It cannot await reunion
ong those of his intimate attendan b : :
Eaa. Ise (KKS 756):ai niaite / rong omou k ‘ © mo matazute with the one who drifts away.
30 naru (“How fitting ;¢ 118010 10 / wa ga sode ni / yadoru tsuki sac / nuru : . :
mage visits siwﬁﬁma _Mﬂhﬂwﬁﬁa should dampen ¢he rn_n ngoom the moon, whost Bm_mﬁ noiu In a hand that hinted at the writer’s tearful, distraught state, the
n_...q..sﬂah.jwo o Wataru (gss J”u: w_w__ﬂ_:mr._”v. g saamﬂ%rw was delightful. Genji felt that it would be a pity to leave without
Witness to 9”__8“”:::%5 keri (“These gm“rw-o ﬁ_r i oy e o7 rmzmmzw____smﬂ 3 uoam,in._. One last time, but on second thought he decided not to press the
on¢ Who knows po; Wwhat ljes m_.mwmmv or all to behold, wi e om_“_.a?_ of his numerous enemies among her relatives, and of her own
: — CiScovery,




ery right
in the 5».59_ his entrée into the courtiers’ hall ang W_.”m hmmnnwvnnnwﬂn i
Gl Domy, Genii because he felt too embarrassed L e
e i 10 show his face o
ced 3 Qﬁ%«.ﬁs of the past by the sight of the lower Kamo Shrine, which
< il 55. B » distance, he dismounted, grasped the bit of Oni..”m horse
ple of Tare Y,

Recalling the day

when 1 decked my hat with i
3 ‘,. e 0 olg as your attendant, s
: for him, 8&51 I resent the unkindness
p tall of the Kamo divinities,
. :o ”_'

in ghe ,_ How must he feel to have come to this, after outshining
iy 3 nted also, bowed toward the shrine, and asked leaye
ortant to ¢
ve a safe n&mhw. | Now 1 bid farewell
10 Tespong he to this wearisome life,
i, d. He If there is talk of me,
&nmn:g_* I trust you to show the truth,
3 111 10
ve a message deities of Tadasu.

-an impressionable youth, he seemed a moving

ve, the memory of his father was so vivid
his eyes, looking just as he had looked
to realize that communication with the
ase of an emperor, No matter what tearful
ope of a discernible response, no point

 dregs of grief
T 50, his father’s face rose before him with uncanny
ack, accompanied by only 9 bl il :
ants. Needless to say, there
once traveled. The whole

the chamberlain-lieutenant
_om_nrn purification.” After

1 a phrase that can mean, ™

ur years before, as described ‘ of a wooded area where the




crything—he gy,
times when he and
nave enjoyed ha

1
and for that, .&w wm
somewhat disjointed,
e agitation. “I can find p,

very sad to witness hjg

must scatter so soon,
them next year,
spring that now departs
ned to the city.

choly conversation, and

‘had grieved to see Genji
nght glimpses of him. The people
far more deeply affected
nded all the way down ©0
whose existence Genji could
ed by the prospect of any at"

er how brief. And in society a5 2
eparture as a matter of indifferenct
n his good offices or ?omﬂ&
father day and night since the

Suma

171
4 none of his requests had ever been den; -
ors, and other powerful figures oweq him ammwmﬂ_w MW»M._M”M.H
rs of his lesser beneficiaries were beyond calculation, § n_“
aware of their obligations, bur al| of them avoided }.n hm §
ed by the punitive atmosphere 5t court. They may rm_“o
do nothing for Genji by visiting him at the sacrifice om
even though they felt deep distress at his departure and
and resented the court’s behavior. | many cases, their
the indecent, and Genji was constantly made to feg| that
place.
night in the usual manner, after 3 day spent in quiet
-asaki. His hunting robe and other travel accouter-
in. “The moon has risen all the way,” he said. “Won't
y to see me off? | know I'm 80ing to think of al|
to tell you. It’s strange ho

W depressed 1 feel when.
’s only for a day or two.” He rolled up a blind and
randa. Trying to control her tears, she crept for-
in the moonlight. He worried about how she

ad severed his ties with the fickle world, but to
only add to her distress. Instead, he tried 1o

ATl

.

I swore to be true
until the day of my death,
- not realizing
that separations may occur

C HonlyImigh

win a brief postponement
of today’s parting

in exchange for the life

1 would gladly sacrifice!

never left him as he journeyed, Saaﬂn»sa;g
Cd the boat.
ng days at that time of year, and to the help of a
at Suma in daylight, before the hour of t
.M.]. None of his short excursions had 82&
trip, and he felt that he had now experien
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g of travel for the m_MmML__.ﬂMr“H..“_ e roawc Wj
als and the PIASIT s pine recs: ‘ u,
B.n_ . M&%Wruv_n oo Shall I perhaps lodge
P i ni in dwellings more uncertaj,
E_.-__n._.aﬁzrad than those of the one
o o.._.o_. i mo who has left behind a nam,
rﬂna -__ﬁ-ae in the land beyond the seq313
yul
iei 0 ya semit ce toward the shore and then retrear, |\
Warching the waves &M»J 14 The quotation was a Mm::__m_. one, v.“_”r
sl ith envious €Y' n_uonﬁv they were hearing it for the first ti Iy

i g \ Mme,
artendants felt od him and saw haze dimming the MOounty;

=§r Jooked n."zi restrain the tears that fell like spray ¢4 he

had passed, he _.ono:_ indeed “three thousand leagues frop, roh_n n_,_m

The haze on the peaks

R s screens off the royal city,
Might it be, at least,

that this sky I gaze upon

i ka is the very one they see?

i rise to pain.

- Noaspect of m*__n _cﬂmscﬂu c”” mﬂni»m n_omw to the site of the dwelling Where
o o in_“n‘?wmr_._.u had “wept as salt seaweed m;mwna.: 16 It was
Za&n n.UoE__wn_..E d the coast, a site forbidding in its loneliness. mé@%am
the ?:.m i ck him as remarkable, even the fences. There were thatcheg
h”mnm_.__ﬁ Mﬂm other thatched structures that looked like corridors, a..m whole
done mawwaan__n_._ﬁ taste. It was all very novel, perfectly suited to the situatiop,
Remembering some of his old romantic m%n:Enmm. he knew it would haye
delighted him if the circumstances had been m_ma.mosa. He summoned off
cials from his manors nearby, and Yoshikiyo, serving as his steward, issued

12, The lodge is said to have stood on the bank of the Yodo River at Oe (now a part of
Osaka) and to have been used by Ise Virgins returning to the capital. |

13. Thought to be a reference to the Chinese poet Qu Yuan (340 B.C.—278 B.C.) and his
wanderings in exile, :

14~ Geni quotes a poem attributed to a courtier traveling eastward from the capital in sl
imposed exile. Anonymous (1w, sec, 7): itodoshiku / sugiyuku kata no / koishiki ni / urayams-
shiku mo / kaeru nami ka na (“With envious eyes, I watch the returning waves—now, more
than ever, borne down with nostalgia for all that lies behind me”). :

15. A hyperbolic expression, derived from a poem by Bo Juyi in which the speaker is2
lonely traveler.

16. Ariwara no Yukihira (ks g62): wakuraba ni / tou hito araba / suma no ura ni / Eom:_n“
taretsutsu / wabu to kotae yo (“If, by any chance, someone should ask after me, answer ﬁ_sw
; pine, weeping as salt seaweed drips on the beaches of Suma”). Yukihira, a prominent 9%
/ century courtier and poet, was fo

. < 0
reed into tempora -exi for a reason that is
longer known. porary self-exile at Suma
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.an_w.m though in a dream, he founq hi
ﬁ S8 there. A
an ng

of the province, who was one of hi S0
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: pathy :ww:v\ people going in and out, it was hard ¢
with s | dwelling, but there was nobody with

cess: .
ary tasks, , role vu}c:nm_?
Iy attractiye
am and dope
mself quite re

r:wqc::a._:n,
Some planting,
conciled to the

0 believe that this was

whom 1o converse on

N a strap )

3—%_ omily how he would manage to get ﬁ,_:.ocmr the %Mq__wn%uﬂﬂn,(”wﬁ
mn-nmm_.o : mnmm:m_? settled down and the rainy season began, his o r,ﬁ.

E%“mﬂrn capital, and to the many people he missed, especially Zmnmm.
Ea._nm _Momn grieving figure haunted his memory; also the crown prince and rimen
saki, W son who had run from one Person to another in innocen; play. He _.m._,h‘rv 1
ﬂ_._o.__n_n send a messenger to the city. When he tried 1 write to ZEM&E Ww«; Z
%M.uﬂw m__.ma:vo lady, blinding tears forced him to break off. To the Fuji- EHEE
an

bo lady he sent a poem and a note:
tsul

In this season
when the shore-dweller ar Suma
weeps as saltweed drips,
how is it in the fisher’s
thatched hut at Matsushima3? 17

matsushima no
ama no tomaya mo

ika naramu
suma no urabito
shio taruru koro

“Ihave felt unhappy all along, but now the past and the furure seem equally
dark; the river threatens to overflow its banks.” 1*

As usual, his message to Oborozukiyo took the form of a private com-
munication to her attendant Chiinagon. In an enclosure, he wrote, “1 have
little to occupy me, and memories of the past keep coming into my mind.”
[His poem:]

korizuma no Unrepentant, I yearn
ura no mirume mo for the mirume seaweed
yukashiki o on Suma strand—

but how feels the fishermaid
tending the salt-burning fire?

shio yaku ama ya
ikaga omowan

You can probably imagine the detailed letters he addressed to other quar-
ters. One Mmessage went to Aoi’s father, and there was another instructing
the nurse Saisho to rake good care of the boy.

17. Puns yield another meaning: “In this season when my tears fall like rain, what are the
thoughts of the nun who awaits my return?” / .

a.. Ki no Tsurayuki (KKR] 2345): kimi oshimu / namida ochisoi / kono kawa no / migiwa
Masarite / flagarubera nari (“When the tears | shed, loath to bid you farewell, fall into 1ts
Vaters, thig fiver will be certain to overflow its banks™),
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reat anguish as they req
le n n_.-n nh—umnﬁ_ M”MMM—.MACNE”S« ETO tried in <D:;Q~M~anwn 50?
Many peoP .Z::mro letter in her hand, wracked b, Emmsmcz
: umme €s, t On
longing. She 1€ ﬂ“_,m”wr”nww. Betchiaribnes. wwﬁmg”
. »E___oawo 4 the bishop to omow wqw\wnnm. Th v
inauspicious; .mg:umo o Genji and Murasaki. Moved tq ¢

& rpmrov ™
: Mpagg "
formed esoteri - he find surcease from her grief, and thy | oy

the Migp
t
be as __Nn_m_unowﬂ“.%ow and other necessities to send ¢,

, : al cloaks and bloused trouser
by the sight m.mn_n:nﬂm Moa his usual attire, she remepy, B
ieror. The promised reflection appeared in her y;,, d
poem about the m Il comfort. She choked up whenever she lookeg ,
it afforded smal’ COTE . d leaned against. When Lay
ed or a pillar he ha We congjy
~ entrance he had us uld have saddened anyone, even a woman of e &
~ thatsuch a anm Ew: ment, and much experience in the ways of soqs_”
 years, profound disce e ,on_w natural, for she had been torn apay o
her desperate _oamﬁ_nﬂro m she was most comfortable, the one pergq, s%
the one moﬂmnm: H_ reared her in the place of a father and mother. Zonr_sw
.—.__.M& m“_”n vnn»n done about it if he had died; she Moc_m ?.o.vmvz have
begun to forget as time went Of. ?: mrm never mowmm to mmorsﬁn over the
e possibility of telling how long this parting might last, even though he vy
pparently not very far away.
I need not say that Genji's departure had also come as a great .zos t0 the
ujitsubo lady, who had relied on his support for the crown prince. In any
&, she could not have shrugged off the misfortune of someone to whom
wn karma was linked by such close bonds. Worried about gossip in
, she had held her feelings in check and cultivated a pose of indif
love, telling herself that there might be criticism if she seemed
etic, but she could not help remembering with nostalgia that
l of his tumultuous emotions, and his skill at concealment,

hip safe to the end from the tongues of the capital.
than usual:

$ mag, o
ed g

Seye,

She amasses stores

of firewood—the fisher who dwells
at Matsushima

year after year, her sole concern
the burning of seaweed for salt.

S011ow of the nun whose sole occupation is weepiné ¢

Suma
_qm
I sa 1 :
akiyo sent 2 brief message, which was encloseg n Lady Chip,
roZ 4
obor
'S _.%_w: Because thj :
gon gra ni taku e this passion
ata ni tsutsumu must be concealed from many eyes
L ]
uawo_ nareba there is no escape
ru keburi YO for the smoldering smoke
kuyt

from the fire in my breast,

e without saying. I simply can’t, _ »
0 hg wrote a full account of her mistress’s unh
Chiind o“ pathetic details, and Genji’s heart ached for
an i i i
ki's letter, a response to his own loving message, contained much,
e rions. She had included this poem:
e

appiness. She ipn.
the girl

urabitono
shio kumu mwmm iy

kurabemi YO
pamiji hedatsuru
yoru no koromo ©

Compare it to the sleeve
of the dweller by the shore

dipping salt water—
the robe worn at night by one
beyond the waves of the sea.

The bedclothes she sent were beautifully &a.a and S:o.ﬁma. mr.n did every-

oo very well. How ..mnm_ it would be to live here aEQ_« with her, free
Dike demands on his time and energy—and how frustrating to be denied
of other re! Her face stayed with him day and night, a source of unbear-
i w_MHMaMm. Should he not, after all, bring her to Suma in secret? But no.
Mw_m_“ world of sorrows, .rn must at least try to atone for his sins. He re-
stricted himself to vegetarian mm.nn and read nr.n scriptures m: day long. )

It was also saddening to receive news of .?WE. from Aof’s parents. Genji
told himself that he and the boy would meet again, and that there could be
no cause for anxiety while he was in such reliable hands, but no parent can
keep from worrying about a child. ,

With all that was going on, 1 forgot to mention that Genji had written to
the Rokujo lady at Ise. There now arrived a letter from her, sent 3..» mes-
senger who had had to search to find him. It was full of tender sentiments,
and the peerless elegance of its verse and calligraphy served as a reminder
of her erudition and taste. “I have felt lost in an endless :.@: since hearing
of your move to that unbelievable place. I imagine you will return to the
WEB_ soon, but it will probably be a long time before I see you, sinner that

am,” 20

ukime karu O dweller at Suma, .
15¢ 0 no ama o the shore where Sjnin& drips,
omoiyare please sympathize

s_.po. mro.s.E Presumably stay at Ise until a new emperor selects a 3.._2.493. *2, her a-.::”
o o TIPtiONS against Buddhism were observed at the shrine; hence she is a sinner
V%5 of Buddhisgs,

.

A0
Ve
=t
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176 with the fisher of Ise
hio taru chd who reaps the floating wragy »,
moshio ine . a
suma no ura Nl i How will it all end?” It was , _o.._m .
. 50 N
“ —a:—m uﬂﬂam X
%M”Hno:m von_._,:_ That I should live on
iscshima ya seems as pointless as to comb
v.._...:_ po kata ni the Ise vgnrﬂ
; _-Saa mo at low tide, seeking shellfigh,
i kai nakiwa where none such can be found,

i narikeri
wa ga mi narl ions, she had more than once 1aj4 h
by painful emotions, d filled four or fiv 0
Qvercome by P again, until she had hlle € pa
aside and taken It %runnaa in beautiful shades of black an o
Chinese paper with ¢ nduct seemed inexcusable. It was hig Emwsrm/ﬂ.__
pitied her. His oisnwm:&o_.a his old affection into repuBnance—,,, h >
letting one _pn%:”_a rate act of renunciation. The timing of . _2” :
driven her to r..._.moa vmﬁ: the messenger seemed like a specia] friend mz
strengthened its ¢ for two or three days in order to hear his tales of ﬁa
Genji detained ?3:: and handsome, one of the Virgin’s attendan w_»
The fellow iﬁ&ﬁ_ﬁ:mamazna. even someone of negligible stary :man.m__“
Mﬂ_n_mﬂ_m.__mr to catch a glimpse of him, and tears rose in the youthy
Id his splendid figure. %
QM E.”Mwﬂwwmsn ﬂrw language in which Genji answered the lady’s letter
_._noswanm___ part, “If I had known I would have to leave the city, I'd py,.
followed you to Ise. It's boring and depressing here.

Tugh

8es of sz:

d gray,

isebi Instead of reaping
isebito no .

nami u”w ue kogu floating wrack, I might have ridden
obune ni mo in a small boat

ukime wa karade

rowed out over the waves

noramashi mono o by a dweller at Ise.22
ama ga tsumu How long must I live
~ nageki no naka ni gazing into the distance
~ shio tarete at Suma shore,
itsu made suma no shedding briny tears where seafolk
ura ni nagamemu pile wood to burn their saltweed?
“I's g« distressing not to know when I can see you again.”
He kept in touch with )] his ladies in this manner.
There were sad replies from the sist

ers at the house of the scattering blos-
!—Fai«g who weep like Yukihira at Suma; sympathize with someone who lives in miscry

R_»-.“.. Genji alludes o 4 fuzokuuta (folksong) popular at court (kpivs, p. 441): “A dwele
angnﬁgﬁrqwﬁnrg__ ask?
out over the waves! And

: WS
Because he gets into a small boat and 10
TOWs out over the Wwaves!”

Suma
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ovel experience to read their ¢
d he read and reread the

r0U" o younger sister had sent this poen,. 8led pleasure g
U The
m_cca aremasary ] As the long rains fal,
ki no shinobu o ewdrops clygter on the gleeye
no pagametsutsu of one sick at heary
higeku M . who gazes g the €reeping moss. fer
ﬂn_a:.: sode ka na on the SQEQ.:W €aves, &

ht, there was nobody but the weeds e
yes, he ””M“um:oi. Upon learning that the 1y and wild yipes to

ns had col, :

i i psed the tile-
arthen walls of their house In several places, he gon, i Mo:__,.w
B%&mnm: the capital to muster repair crews from hs estates in neighboring

r
stewd

ﬁ_‘O&BhMWMCm ﬁ_ﬂ&n munnvmu—ﬂ were ﬂmcm—um—um at Tmnu O‘U
Cons

ion, and her doting father, the m;
deep depress ,.m lady to do something about : :

! d the Kokiden lady 8 about it. The emperor decided
pamrc:_ d reconsider. She was an official a court, not g recognized
M_ consort whose conduct was governed by sricy rules; and further-
it was solely because of the unfortunate incidens with Geniji that she
aon.w en punished. He decreed that she should be pardoned and allowed to
had aﬁo court. But there was no room in her heart for anybody but Genji.
am__ﬂm returned to court during the seventh month, The emperor, who
ill loved her dearly, kept her at Em. side as before, ignoring the gossips,
and alternating tender Rvaomnrnm. with vows of eternal fidelity. He was a
lendid-looking man, rmsameo in face msm. figure, but memories of Genji
haunted her mind in a most m_mnnmvonm?_ fashion. One time, while they were
enjoying a little music, he said, “I miss Genji, and | can imagine that there
must be many others who find his absence still more painful. I'm always
feeling as though a light has gone out.” He went on, “I ignored Father’s

" He choked with tears, and

orozukiyo had sunk into
nister, kept after the em-

last wishes, which is bound to count as a sin.’
Oborozukiyo also wept.

“I'have learned from experience that life is no fun, and I feel sure 1 won't
be around much longer. I hate to think my death will mean less to you than
your separation from someone who isn’t so very far away. He wasn’t much
of a lover, the poet who said, *. . . while I am still alive.”2 He spoke with

maan mm:non? Ovmnngmﬁrmﬂrnnnron_asnaiﬁéxr 8»3.:2»&.:2:
Jou'e crying! For whom, 1 wonder?”

“Tm sorry you haven’t given me children. I'd like to adopt the crown
Prince

as Father asked me to, but I fear it would cause problems,” he said.

snuu. i 0 be an allusion to a poem by Otomo no Momoyo (sts 685): koishinamu / nochi

_E__E:.s: !ikeru hi no / tame koso hito no / mimaku hoshikere (“What .io:i _wn left after |

lover p, » unhappy in Jove? My goal is to be with her while 1 am still alive”). A proper
oPed to continye the relationship in another life.



The Tale of Genl!

Suma

179

ablic affairs in @ manner nog o o men said to one another, that he could p,

P %amu”o vereign WhO Was t0o young msa_ﬂ __r___r # n_Q.n”_o* the day, Chieda and Tsunenori, 1, add nwﬂn_aao.: the lead-
nhﬁ-‘%r e 3r5 .m..nvu::« iness and good cheer made them forget the; $10 his sketches,
and there W3 ddest season of all,” blew 4 g inf En_a__ were always in attendance, ha I troubles, and foyr
E%rw!—_. —y “the s8 in his “blowing across nrncm:».x .:; 1_.?6 of the™ o9 PPY 0 associate with him on

The winds _._&&..._?E_w. spesk ugh the sea was a fair digg, et of it 1 evening when the flowers in

breakers of _E_..:Qn_ g Id be as evocati £ tance Py an_. a n_%m&: d out to a corridor f the garden were in profy
very close that nothing oA Ve of mg|, Yy, 0" " Genii strolled © F1rom which the seq yya v o

sounded L pemed lace. Awakening alone one njgl, ~ “chq plooM™ 5 canny beauty, Strangely exotic in such surry g visible, and

and ©0 Gen! — such @ v—s raised his head from the E:oﬂmn. hi b 2lmost .__on from another world as he lingereq ﬂraaoczsasmm_ made him

musings 3 were all lﬂ.ﬁ»ﬁm seemed about to invade the . oo»..a ki, e 8 <_u=_0ur. its ties casually loose, over robes of soft ﬂé»m wearing a

"__58. —WEEQ_«.. 1ow was in danger of floating away Wi g JeeP c_—man”n er-colored baggy trousers. Intoning, “|. White damask and

ir 0

Y.
= .-l.‘aanquw rhn seven-stringed koto, the sound wjg _M“,rs;

adisciple of §3) ;
Yamuni
cssayed 2 fe¥ -808 - own ears. He broke off and intoned the ., Esom,

a slow recitation of a sa ;
» he began cred text, and to hg attendants

m_a%»n, | that no other voice could be so beautify]

ordg . e :
of - geem boisterous voices raised i S
. They could hEl? ly visible, a lonel mmmr“_ .mozrm ?.:: fishing boats at e,
That the breaking waves ¢ boats were wmnnw.w fine o.* wild Y ; in the n_;ﬁ.m:nn, like little birds
harmonize with these sobs A.mo»n on the Waves: 5: o mnnmn ew by, their cries |ike creaking
wrung from a grieving heary__ -na and Genji’s H.omnm s rn asctod Tt hand he raised to wipe
is it because the wind blows v M«&m. yery white i contrast (o the E»nr prayer beads, comforted the
from where someone yearns for pe; ”__“a whose thoughts were with women in the capital. He recited a poem:
Saddened by the beauty of his Voice rmscrm_.m wa .._.r»n the .man wild geese
m!uan—. (rying 0 10 show that they were th._...a koishiki hito no raise sad voices as they wing
ol their feelings, and his heart went out 1 ¢ g tsura nare ya through travel skies—
8&5”! they had embraced this life of unce 0, tabi no sora tobu might it be through friendship
ng with their _!n-.&o.u their brothers and sisters, and the vn_oém.msq_ koe no kanashiki with the one for whom I yearn?
3 - b} 053
which any absence at all would have Jﬂnn”.»a to bear. How depres;. Yoshikiyo replied:
: .Trn&nuaﬂnzaaovgmrrn is! : ;
days that followed, he enlivened his conversation with smy r»w:.uﬁ»mﬁ " 28 ot as theughy
1 his leisure time to use by pasting together pieces of colored g S a0 t n.s.a__m geese o ftiends
. ; ot oméyuru in days gone by,
g out poems on them. He also amused himself by painting kari wa sono yo no yet they evoke a train
iinese damask, producing folding screens splendid to be- tomo naranedomo of memories of the past.
e saw with his own eyes the ocean and mountains of which

old him, and which he had hitherto merely pictured Koremitsu:
d that this was En_o& a coastline om matchless B e < S
many aspects with incomparable skill. It was 2 tokoyo o sutete R s i oncirion
j i ; ; naku kari o with crying wild geese
10 ma yori / morikuru tsuki no / kage mireba / kokorou- ; crying et 3
| u come filtering through ﬂrowna._nra is to awaken kumo no yoso ni mo who had chosen of their own will
dest season of all”). omoikeru ka na to leave their distant home.
kukxs 868): tabibito wa / sode suzushiku / narinikeri/ sk :
on the beach at Suma, blowing across the barrier: n_ The former guards lieutenant:
leeves™). Commentators have suggested that Murasa ;
4 poem by Mibu no Tadami ?ummn” 599): akikazeno/ Bgn.orsa idete ~ They find comfort
! suma no uranami (“Each time the autumn ¥i" 1o sora naru in being with their comrades—
& on the seashore at Suma chorus in harmony’ ‘ —Bn.w&s mo even those wild geese
R tsura ni okurenu who go from their far-off land

hodo z0 nagusamu to wing through travel skies.
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180 . ¢ separated from one’s ¢
|ike to B¢ ing to the t
«|magine what it .s.mﬁm_m.“hw:xna_ oM w‘___,ﬁ%ﬁoﬂ:na. qw”,m.
i ;
He ﬂaﬂ._ ”ﬂnﬂ_ﬂv““_i e —“_qn.w..n maintained an attitude
his father, an
im secret
have cost him

cheer.

_:vp:
Dn_ss
CCisjg,

:5, n
' _:”
h, N
of nazm_“”“_”
t
. hat it was the fifteenth of th
a reminder © R Nt
The brilliant moon qm_wn_.m: of music in the nocmm_mm :w_m__."_:ro;z 2”;.
Genjithought Wi WOV g kyward. He gaze T bt fag o
Iso, people iau_m__x _,N noonlight, my thoughts turn to an qlq ¢ .
a ] " n n

Hmﬂﬂﬂ
L i o b ants co tw,
moon, chanting: w26 Once again, his g nconldmot ;

: hel
away. ime when the Fujitsubg |54 h oo
thousand 1686 0 e recalled the i Y hag
chout o fll heart,
ing. a—nm.— a

. i §

, niveniip mist.2” Other memories of ¢}, lady ey
d m abou

him the poe

fol.
Jowed, and ””_”W%_MM_M%& the lateness of the hour, but he _Emn_.ﬁ out.
His atten

side. [His poem]

Distant though it be—
miru hodo z0 the celestial palace
shibashi :.nm&-aa I long to see again—
i I find brief consolation
aaErzo MNM”N“. . in gazing at the moon, 28
haruka n

ight when the emperor had engaged him in frieng)
, He Ramﬂvhﬁm_:nﬁn:%”r and recalled im.nr :mmﬂm_m.m how :E.nr i ?_M
Sn_ﬁmﬂmm their father as he talked. Murmuring, dﬁ. garment His Ml
“ﬂmﬂzw is beside me now,” he went inside.?” He did indeed keep always o
his side just such a robe. [He composed another poem:]

i i I cannot feel
Ehnur _,_WMMM”.: wa simply %M:.rn was cruel.
omoede Conflicting emotions
hidari migi ni mo have dampened both om, my sleeves,
nururu sode ka na the left and the right alike.

poem by Bo Juyi, composed, like Genji’s, on the fifteenth of the eighth month,
¢ harvest moon. The “old friend” was his boon companion, Yuan Zhen.
g had gone to the imperial palace to see her son, the crown prince, before q.w_n.:._m.
vows, and Genji had visited her there on a moonlit night. Her poem: kokonoe ni/ kir
/kumo no ue no / tsuki o haruka ni / omoiyaru ka na (“Might it be because layers
1 must content myself with picturing from afar the moon above the clouds”).
aphors yield another meaning: “There are those in the imperial palace who
the crown prince. I that why 1 am denied access to the present emperor?”
tial palace” renders tsuki o miyako (“moon palace”), which here is an elega
tothe capital. The notion that there was a palace in the moon came from n_r__z.
& poem in Chinese by the exiled statesman-literatus Sugawara no Michizane
year on this night, I served a the

Seiry6den; in my ‘Autumn ,:_ocwms.s_
Sn_ﬁwuww_ﬁ The garment His Majesty conferred is beside me now; raising
revere th ing scent,”

AN

L3
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time, the assistant viceroy of Kyughy, wa :
is post. What with al| his relatives, the mwnﬁcﬂ”zsm et
ortionss and it was decided that his wife shoylg ge ﬂwwcaom
ap ing n_.%n the numerous daughters wh, 80 by boat
@p® ith he As they progressed, hugy;
k" ey bY land.
!

S€ presence would ¢q ,

onmrsn

3 gh th
o hem while they were in the bogt, The
ing

nt to be towed on past.3
a : .
d the sound of a distant koto, carrieq o, the wind. The loneli-

: f the musician and th
ot, the plight of the > “1¢ the melancholy yoice of

€re were any cha

f
Gosechi lady Ewsnm 7

S even

feelinE . ceant viceroy sent Genji a message. “] hog MEant to pay my re.
»mm hear news of the capital from you 5 ;
an

. 45500n as [ returneq from the
B s sad shock to find you living in 4 Place like this, S many

: | : to Snnﬁ.sn that 1 would risk
acqud you trouble if I were to nm:: It's a great m_wmvwo._sﬂan:ﬁ I look
W:%a“__m_ to another opportunity soon.

0

2 his son, the governor of OE_ENQ Province, who brought the mes.
It i_: debted to Geniji for an appointment as chamberlain ang other favors
sage. o felt great sympathy and indignation but thought it best not 1o tar
the wmow_n were watching and there were the 8OSSIpS to consider.
ma..mﬁ has been difficult to see any of my old friends since I've been away
from the capital,” Genjji said. :Hr».:r you so much for taking the trouble
10 drop by.” His answer to the assistant viceroy was much the same. The
governor wept as he left, and the assistant viceroy and his entourage of
greeters shed many tears, overcome by grief that verged

on the inauspi-
cous as they listened to the messenger’s description of Genii’s living
arrangements.

)

Iy,

The Gosechi lady managed to send off a note:

koto no ne ni

Is my lord aware
hikitomeraruru of an agitated heart
tsunadenawa unsteady as the rope
tayutau kokoro

slackened when our vessel halts,
kimi shirurame ya charmed by the sound of a koto?
30, The Gosechi lady appears to have been one of Genji’s minor interests. She has been
Mentioned once befq

i X re, in “The House of the Scattering Blossoms™ (not translated), where
| C0)l says to himself, “The Gosechi dancer from Kyushu was an
M Now that she i

especially attractive girl.” We
prom; : the assistant viceroy's daughter. On the Gosechi dancers, who figured
T minently in the court’s harvest thanksgiving ceremonies, see McCullough and McCullough,
7“# of Zo:\n.e.:m Fo
ats

rtunes, 1: 376~77. Towropes, manned by sailors, were often used to move
along shorelip, ;

=
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4 Jo not find fault with me.’”
se

“1f | seem 322_&. _M.___MM so handsome that his men felt vcw::.o:.
% H 00!
Genii smileds

c:nag
fortable. He _dﬂ:&" If, %_.ocm_...pmnn:c:.
Kkokoro arite you wavered like a draw
pikite no suna no would you be likely
: rayutawaba to travel on beyond
cn__iia-uz )t the seashore at Suma?
ranamit
ing in a fisherman’s line *» 3,
ey find myself reeling 1 : )
o] never expected 10 H%:ﬁ%& than the stationmaster wh, wag f,
The ?&.WM« 3_“”3. 3 she only wished that she might leave g il
i__&%n_: .

«ﬂnm &ﬂa«.ﬁa by in the city the emperor and others missed Genji o,
t

ince thought of him always gheq Mag,
. ¢ The crown prince t » Sheddjy,
different occasions.

i —and also B fur.
the hearts of ?m nurses—an T ——
e e b, For the Fujisubo 1ady, ever aprehcngy ",

t n

prince’s behalf, the absence of the boy’s father was a source of additig
~worry. Genii's exile, his brothers and his friends amg
__,_ %aﬂﬁ. mon_ﬂ.w MMB mo__iﬂo:m letters. A ==an.~ of touching nﬂm..%
senior __oﬁ_& back and forth, and Genji’s compositions attracted Eimmx_
mmwm.man.w « Kokiden lady made her displeasure clear when she hearq mgw
it. ...?n.«. tell us a man under imperial censure is msvwo.m& o have 4 harg
wao finding enough to eat, but this fellow sits around in his stylish houge
criticizing everybody. His toadies remind me of the sycophants whq calleg
2 deer a horse,” she said.* People grew nervous when unpleasant ry

o morg
of such remarks made the rounds, and Genji’s correspondents stoppeg

d”.". g@bﬁmsm of time brought no respite from grief for the lady at the
5 Mansion. When Genji’s attendants from the east wing first moved

o_.aa
Oat mzn

their master seemed to think her, but they soon learned to appre-

(KKS 508): ide ware o / hito na togame so / 5bune no / yuta no tayuta ni/
koro 2o (“You who are watching: please do not find fault with me, for this is 2
I ‘makes me as unsteady as a ship riding the waves”).

32. He echoes the lady’s imagery and quotes a poem composed in exile by Ono no Taka-
wra (KKS 961): omoiki ya / hina no wakare ni / otoroete / ama no nawa taki / isari semu to

Lever think *“Mﬂw myself reeling in a fisherman’s line, away from all my old friends

‘poem that Sugawara no Michizane, the most famous of all Japv
mf .rﬂnm.naﬁmoa_:-%na he encountered at Akashi, near Suma, as he
\Yushu, his place of banishment, See McCullough, Okagani, p. 97:
Ty, ,...4,~8 h&_ﬁgﬁ omnm& meet the Fujitsubo lady in private. e
5 ) 3 i nous official of the Qin dynasty tested the loyalty of subor
dinates by sceing if they would agree with him when he called a deer a horse.

ral

Suma
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sweetness and elegance ang her generoc: ;
and not one of them lefy it :eimv_:, and ¢
moacz_:nzvii_nmc .:ch.._.rom

d to m_:
npse her |
o in pe
at Genji should have loyeg her betge, ”rv:.wc:
an an

h her
n__.wn__:m“
ho were
Dn_.:.u—_ n—u

oncern for
e
it c:q n

Wi |onger

» Considered

. ¥ of his other
Geniji stayed in Suma, the |egs

pEn,u .
The ® ki, But how could he bring her 1o a %“%_.__w - ﬁs
zr:wﬁs w0 himself, so severe that they myg, 5 ac%v”c a._vma h
ot for B;mnwmm in a mo:,:.ﬁ life? He changeq his Ms «ag_
9 Everything was so different in the g
witnessing ﬂ.rm daily __mn. of commoners
heir activities .w:.:nr him as bizarre 5
¢ thing o which he ought to be ex :
moke rose nearby. He attributed then, to fisherm o astme
ed out to come from brushwood, waoEn::m in %_M ghnt mﬁw,
ind the house. Intrigued, he composed a poem; g

——.-n&v
jshm¢
for

gt

5&.,; he did sa

Y $0—no
posed. From ¢ ;

yamagatsu no
{ori ni takeru
shibashiba mo
wononomronn_)
kouru satobito

Would that s
one for whom :M_n““,””,rosnl,
time and time again,
as burn the fires of brushwood
at the huts of mountain folk_ 36

m.ra Visit me

[t was winter, the season of snowstorms. To Gen

med bleaker than ever, and he sought consolati

JUS pensive eye, the sky
see

. . on in his koto, directing
S hikiyo to sing and Koremitsu to blow the flute, With meticulous care, he

v_&& a series of melodies so haunting that the others fell silent, wiping
away tears. His thoughts strayed to the lady who was sent to the barbarian
Jands long ago, and to the Han emperor whose misery must have exceeded
his own. What if he were required to send his beloved Murasaki away like
thar? The mere idea made him shudder; it was as though it might actually
happen. “Dreaming after frostfall,” he chanted.””

A brilliant moon shone, its beams penetrating every cranny of the rustic
dwelling. From his seat on the floor, he could see the late night sky. The
light of the setting moon seemed unutterably lonely, and he murmured un-
der his breath, “I simply journey toward the west.”* Also to himself:

36. The English version is a rough approximation of the Japanese, which puns on shiba
(“brushwood”) and shibashiba (“time and again™).

37. A Han emperor, Yuandi (r. 48 B.c.—31 B.C.), was tricked into sending off a beautiful
consort, Wang Zhaojun, to marry a barbarian chieftain. The quotation is from a Chinese poem
u_sﬁ the consort by a Japanese literatus, Oe no Asatsuna, which reads in part (WKRES 702):
._._Ja sound of the barbarian flute: an end to dreaming after frostfall. Thoughts of the Han
@pital a myriad leagues away: heartbreak under the moon.”

zuw..._".oa “A Reply on Behalf of the Moon™ (kkks 511) to “I Ask a Question of the Autumn
ao””a (KKXS §10). The full line reads, “I simply journey toward the west; it is not that | have

Sent into exile.” Both poems were composed in exile by Sugawara no Michizane.
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Over what cloud path,
might | also be destined

to go wandering?
It is embarrasssing
even to be seen by the mogy,

jawn, he heard the plaintive cries of Plovey,
Wakeful as usual oWd !

Even when | wake
it&m in bed alone, 1t 1s n_unnla.w
morogoe ni naku to hear my friends,
akatsuki w2 the plovers, crying with me
hitori pezame 0O as daybreak approaches,
toko mo tanomoshi

4 there, repeating .nrn POem to himge)¢
Nobody was ”33_ HQK«BNN* to pious recitations a::.:w the sm
E& first cleansing his hands and mouth f_nr water; anq thig
of the night, after attendants so remarkable and Praiseworthy ¢, t
seemed 1o his : ief stays in thei )
also seer 10 leave him, even for brief stay €IF OWN hog,
found it impossible atall to the coast at Akashi. Remembering the Buddhiy
w.l3§< oshikiyo sent off a letter to which she mag, no e
aetnmlhvﬁ. invited him to drop by to see him—there Was some.
o l_x wanted 1o discuss, he said—but Yoshikiyo decided againg i, The
f ding scouraging. His suit would probably fail, and e .
- prospects looked gﬂ«.sw. o : uld
look like a fool if he let himsclf get involved, only to come away empty.
The father cherished extravagant notions of his own importance, Th
ambition of others in the province was to form a connection
ﬁﬂ.ﬂ_.sa governor, but this eccentric gentleman bided his time,
of any such alliance. When he heard about Genij,
mother. “People tell me that the court has censured
he Kiritsubo lady’s son, and that he has come to live in Suma. It must be
our girl's karma that something so astonishing should happen. This is our
¢hance to give her to him.”
a wild idea!” the mother said. “From what they say in the capital,
‘?g all kinds of high-ranking wives—and there’s even talk of a
affair with one of the imper;

e interested in a plain country girl.”
o m—. flared up and answered with stubborn pride. “It’s apparently too
%9 for you to compreh,

With the
contemptuoys
he spoke to the girl;
Genji, the shining one,

mind to it, | + My view of the matter is different. Just make
i 8008 10 find a way g get him
% Horis o rﬁ&“n:ccs with dazzling splendor and to Jay

"Fine gentleman or noy, why

here.” He E.o%&&
ish all kinds of atten-

should our first choice for the girl be a0
ompanions in J.oﬂd Murasaki » Bovernor of the province, were discussed by Ge

l

Suma
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al? And it’s not as though he ny;
. minal?

cri whole thing is just out of the que
- TH¢ mother said. :
kn? . &._n. muttered to himself in an angry
.vo._ﬂ.q =c.<_nn ¢ here, anyone as outstandin
i Chind M:BQ men—can’t help bein
r k. "
rooi who he is? His mother b the daughrer of my uncle, th

you novy r counselor. Everyone praised her to the Y, , the
? —‘.\BD_O . _ T & & T 1€s, 95@ Cﬂﬂ_ﬂ

court. Jealous rivals hounded her to deagy because the e

her t© uch of her, but happily she left this son behind, A o MMMH

“ade 10 mﬂ. Geniji won’t disdain our girl just because | Jiye in the country 2
03l h__u_ncmrnn—. was not a remarkable beauty, but in SWeetness, refinement
.?«RE ence, she could have held her own againg; any great lady, just as
»__A_E%n—.mvn:nﬁm. She was resigned to her unfortunate Situation, Cop.
per f2 ‘hat no man of any real consequence would nojce her, she was re.
E_muoﬂ to marry anyone more suitable to her own status. If she outlived
sof ats who loved her, .mrn would become a fun, or perhaps drown
the vm_.mn the ocean. Her solicitous father saw to it thq she visited the Sy.
””._._sz Shrine twice a year, and himself offered secret prayers for divine

stance.
E%”r the arrival of the new year, the da : :
The newly planted cherry saplings put forth their first hesitant blossoms, the
: namm balmy, and Geniji often found himself in tears, his mind full of sad
anaomom. With an aching heart, he r

emembered the pathetic figures of
those who had mourned his departure

from the capital late in the second
month of last year. Now would also be the time when ¢

he cherry tree outside
the Shishinden would be in full bloom. He thought of thar cherry-blossom
banquet in a bygone year—of his father’s hi

gh spirits, and of the present
emperor’s refined beauty as he chanted one of Geniji’s own verses, *

m.rﬂ fall in love with her, you

31
SUON—p ¢ even worth joking
Voice,

No mary
e er whether
B as Genji—,g different i every

OMe crime or gther.

¥S grew tediously long ar Syma.

itsu to naku I never cease to miss
omiyabito no the men of the great palace,
koishiki ni

but now the day has come,
the very day when I adorned
my cap with cherry blossoms.

sakura kazashishi
kyd mo kinikeri
Just when he was feeling bored to distraction, Té-no-chiijé paid him a

sudden visit, His friend was now a consultant, a fine-looking man .sa_ an
excellent reputation, but court life had lost its savor without Genji, whose
sbsence he felt on every occasion; and he had finally decided that he would
‘reare if people heard about his trip and charged him with wrongdoing.
As so0n a5 he laid eyes on Geniji, he shed tears of nostalgic joy.
o ey, XE350m i described in “The Cherry-blossom Bangue” (nottransted). I the
Vhen e OW, Geniji refers

to a sprig of blossoms presented to him by the then—crown prince
as about to perform a dance,

B

|

e
DIt
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. the ultimate in nr.sowa
18 W “ﬂm__ﬁ“ and the encircling mn.:nnﬂmz_ Th,
The place iful as M m_a pine pillars conveyed ap _5_.5%95
m_n. their crudity.”! ﬂa__“__ iuM m_.omm..& With M”_ r
e ﬂﬂwn__oiwr.q& underjac :2 Mwmmm_“.ﬂnoﬂ;:.mf r:;.
erate Eaﬂmav__emw suggestive of a Bmcs_“w»r_nw_mm _oo_M .%Hr._:m 73_“:.
ing robe -E amocaq smile. There was e e is E;o:w_
evoked an invo! _"_4 whole sitting room wa o The "
belongings, and M_p stones, and so forth were i m_n make, & o
?%aam”ﬁommaﬁ“ and there were prayer nd other \

T Buggq;.
the tiddlywi ¢ to his custom of invoking Amida’s sacred name, dhi,
objects fo attes

, arent that pains had been 1
When food was Rzﬂw “_.“o,.whwhva the surroundings. Some msmo__w__”r
the meal ..maﬁnﬂw___v‘o f shellfish, and To-no-chiijé summoneq them, |, .&
come bearing a cat ns about their life on the shore, they launcheg into 5_9
sponse 8.*5 e_%nnm&:m. It was hard to follow their gabble, but he fely m.w
insecurity an mﬂn realization that all men share the same €Motigpy, Iﬂ
m a%m_uw. and other presents, which made them think their [, hag
1 worth living after all.

Genji's horses were kept nearby. To-no-chiijé watched in §

aken ¢,

F umn..smaos a
: their rice straw from a distant mﬂE.mEHn. which harg)
K ..M. Momﬁ.m._ﬂw as a granary. He chanted a snatch of “Asuka Well !

< : angd
; talk about the past months, punctuating his remarks iy
o rn"w-% and laughter. “The little boy’s innocence breaks Fathep
.VBF: he said. “He worries about him day and night.” Fo, Genii, th,
thought of his son was almost too much,

stayed up all night, composing poetry in Chinese. T¢-no-

to get back, worried about gossip despite his
p the wine bowl, and the two of them chanted in
N0ly In my cups, [ sprinkle the springtime wine bow] wi
Their attendants all WEpL, sorry to see their masters

chij6 wag
Protestations, He
unison: “Mela.
th tears,”

part after so brief 3

f wild geese flew across the dawn sky. Geniji:

Ilook with envy

- faure no hary kg at geese winging homeward.
- yukitemimy In what springtime
&»8“.”5 in this sentence are o] drawn from Bo Juyis description of his hermitage at

i _..H._B.. ; e.”...un. Peak. See Tamagami, Genji monogatari hyoshaku, 3: 129, on the
substitution of Pine” for the « " of the origina|
LT I “the mOﬂEh—. is » : i . 5.
_ 43 Froma Poem composeq by p,, ,_._ww“mr Forthe full song, see “The Broom Tree,” n. 5
after meeting him for the first time ;

en he parted from his best friend, Yuan Zhen,
years,

Sumgq
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1shiki wa will | ser F:r from here
_.__.mv.u.“u:ms:n 1 se€ again the capieg)
ru e
kae depart, To-no-chijo answered.
ant to s
e poell may it lose e y 0
m_hﬂ 10koyo 0 to the city of blossomg__
karl o iwakare the wild goose thyy leaves
tac  miyako ni before it hag had its §))
ww:n.:«u madowamu of the far-off fairylang.
mich! : . :
ought appropriate souvenirs m._.oB the Capital, q]| Very tastefy|
He had c_”.._a_ a black horse in appreciation of th Visit, “You|| v_.ov»v:.\
Geni gave Jucky to receive a present from m.oamosm in my Situation, by he
.__m.._w it's :ﬂQ to neigh when rn.mom_m %w.ms:a, r.n s2id 4 The horse was g
__uounnnn__n animal. In return, .Ho-zounrc_o gave him , few little nrm:mm, in-
R narkab mso flute, an instrument of some fenown, about whjcp, he said
Juding 2 lue it as a keepsake.”” Neither of them could make hjg vnnmn:ﬂw
ilease V3 isk criticism.
.m_m_p_wmngn enough to ris
ma

adually risen. To-no-chajs started off
The sun wwn_»mﬂa should have left earlier. He looked b
_.nnomaﬁ_mmi»n ched him go, his appearance s
and nws_ﬁ been better off without the visit.
a

N a flurry of activity,
ack again ang again

Pathetic thar i seemed h

e}

e
E..H nn_ou.. know when T'll see you again. But yoy surely won't be here
”»
forever. :
Genji replied:
e iy Look at me, O crane,
e tazn mo from the heavens where you fly
sora ni mi yo

close to the clouds:
my conscience is as clear
as a perfect day in spring,

ware wa haruhi no
kumori naki mi zo
“I feel sure I'll be able to go back. On the other hand, men in my position
O resume successful careers

capital again.”
To-no-chijo;

tazuka naki Yearning for the friend
kumoi ni hitorj with whom he flew wing to wing,
ne 0 zo naku

the crane flies alone,
raising his plaintive voice
in the cheerless realm of the clouds.

tsubasa narabeshj
tomo o koitsutsy

nn.ﬂ The horse, ke irg owner, misses the capital when the wind blows from that direction.
2 L_ unzu_.:ﬁws Part of a line from one of the Nineteen Old Poems in the Chinese anthology
Xuan; “p Tartar horse lik

i ¢s a wind from the north.” For a translation of the poem, see
—.:— nﬂ& gu hgcsﬂi .Wbuﬂw—mO*‘ p. 30.
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188 . [ had never accustomeq
. hen 1 wish | : ‘ Myse

orivlege of JOUF S8, resgof the day 13 ST 10 P Bloom gy, Pevg,

leaving Genii 10 PV - snake in the * B e Wh W

On the first day © informed mm.a, SIEEE D8 81806 g, A,

_E:@ himself today.” OS: rnm mso

he went to the shore. He e aq 70%

moned a ﬁ:-ﬁ.ﬂ:m master whe rc__:zs

the capital and the province, and hyg ”rns,ﬁnw

the big doll, launched outward in vwmsp_m_

t

wvnﬂﬁr

minded him of his OWI plight:* e,

No common sorrow

m_...miu»_.w_..m : wears down the wanderer
umi no r_mﬂ % who has drifted here,

nagarex doll-like, on the alien plain
”oﬂ_wﬂﬂn ni rﬁhﬁﬁ of the mighty ocean,

; ansive setting lent an on?.omw._.v_o beauty ¢, b
bright, exp of the sea was perfectly still. Who coylq HM_M Seateq

anse
i.””n““””woﬁ% His thoughts moved on to his own sigy mao%.mﬂ.n
his future—and he recited another poem: A
yaoyorozu The manifold host
kami mo aware to of gods heavenly and earthly
omouramu must surely pity me,
~ okaseru tsumi no for I have been guilty
i sore to nakereba of no offense whatever.

sudden wind sprang up, and the sky blackened. The purification riy, |
way to an agitated stir. A terrific downpour began, throwing his mzn“.
such confusion that they failed even to hoist the folding umbrell;
. Everything in sight was blown away by the phenomeng|
been completely unexpected, and terrifying breakers mag
for their lives. The surface of the sea glistened like a silk quils
everberated; lightning flashed. They struggled back to the
ind trembling of being hit by a thunderbolt.

2% EEMM%:& the air, and the pelting raindrops seemed
crcing whatever they struck. Gloomy and perplexed, the men

u_aﬁ be the way the world would end. Genji recited s

ritual, a person rubbed his b ; X I
: ody against a specially prepared do
5 Aollusually made of paper, was then set adrir

i into the ni 189
ind 8::.::2_ s ars_mrr but the thunder ...
The V! pough in answer t0 the attendants’ )~ Mrailed off 5,
¢eb ast 5 would have swept us intg the w Y Vows, und
%__,.,?n g f them said. 2if it hag gone
B v hat a tsunami will kill 4 ! On much
_%m_.ﬂm peard 2 Person in 4, instang »
.. s o > said some.
one n_mn.aean seen the ____va. s
e all began to 5
. ard i L.anv_n fi m_,n Emwo : msa Genji dogeq off §
" n unidentihd W . searching for him, «y, MO a dream i,
i?%mnao the palaces <.<r<r O _wos come?” it %Bmsmna ouve been sum.
i n the sea : .
am%wo drago? _c:ﬂm.__zn thou MM ¢ beauty; one of them must b .
n s _n was a chi g ght, one n—.—ma —dm&.n Tnm Prese ﬂu(.ﬂ&?ﬁ eye
g . abode se
m%_aﬁuw_n em
P
=
EHEE
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[13]

Akashi

N,

%s rwenty-seventh year to the eighth mong,
bo lady: 32—33; Murasaki: I19—2¢

3

i f Genji
third month of G¢
[ From n_oa..a.wrs year. Fujitsu B
om”_m.mfﬂ“«. 34-353 Akashi lady: 1 ;
Rokujo k

: in the ensuing days, nor did ¢},
The .n:.u and Aﬂ_wﬂmumﬂwwﬂh”:& to nxmnnn_u.mnn Genji’s lonelineg,
subside. Innumer | fortitude as he pondered his bleak past ang ¢
~ he lost his rn!Evn_u le would laugh if he let the weather drive };
What could he %nw_ ”wvn pardon. And if he simply disappeared ing, the
to the n%_s._ . cﬂsm tempting, the gossips would probably SQY it wa
deep Eo_ss___a.__”m been afraid of the wind and waves, and he would g,
MMW__ vm_ﬂh“”o% as an exemplar nwm wﬁamgamm. His dreams were haunteq
o i re as before.
£ ﬂﬁ” me ﬁmmﬂmm mw:&g in the clouds, and ﬂ:.m lack of news from
vital grew increasingly worrisome. Was he destined to rot wwa like
er? But the weather was too harsh for anyone to put his heaq
messengers arrived.
gﬂ“. aa%_u.owlm wretched emissary from the Nijo Mansion,
ang wet when he finally reached them. It was inappropriate
station in life, Genji realized, and also a sign of vanishing self-
should feel as though he had found a long-lost friend in
fellow—a man whom he would have scarcely been able to
man if he had met him on the road in the old days, and
ndants would have promptly chased out of the way.
ki had written, “This unbelievable stretch of rainy weather
= \M_MQWM_MMQ skies must be choked with grief. I lack even
tion of looking out toward Suma_”
ya
fukuramy
omoiyaru

cn—:.n.
m back

In days when waves of tears
ceaselessly drench the sleeves of one
who worries from afar,

¢ ﬂ—.-—u—.-&g
) m:a

Akashi
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_._C<< great m

inurashi
e Eh—,—_ﬂ of n_.:w Wm—mw

ust be t}
sod¢. a2 naki koro ¢ fury

that blag, Your shoret
ch else of a sad, affecting nature, e

u

as n_-.\_:mﬂn he O@msmm nTn._nnnﬂ._.._'nﬂO:mT o :ern nrm
The the mo hat Was almost blinded.

; n%n nmﬁ:m_ say this wind ang rai

n

N are 3 :
heard talk of a Benevolent King ger gl
e

. e divi
Vice. And the g C TS
. all the streets are b) : Senior nob)eg
he nm_mna .- Ocked;

ing 53 The messenger’s speech was halting g zsnomMman:ﬂ,w e
o for questioning, M»mﬂ for any news of the S » but
: ’t let up for days, and the wind n : ;
ain hasn dy’s amazed. But we haves ra<nn w.aovm Zoé.:m. It’s
| a<n3\~uo Y3 : €n't had this Hrcsanw all th
g unY E.m hail that’s hard enough to drill holes in the e

rt

nrm mo<

Genji

s W—.OCDQ.: rﬂjm man
i 0 sly nnnn_mnawv\ the m%Q of the n_m:ﬁ.Em at Suma, and his wee.
waS owmunn made Geniji’s attendants feel gloomier than ever,

of late, Genji had been beset by 4 : : .
More nrmm_wmﬂmﬂrn way the world would end. ME Mbﬂﬂwﬂwmwﬂ“nmwsm
B oY W ahigh e ca, g
begi shty waves crashed ashore, their violence menacing the <Q.m.
" y Y
4 mountains. The thunder and lightning were beyond description,
.1 of being struck at any moment, the attendants || Panicked. “What
Fear in a previous existence can have brought us to this extremity?” they
crimes 4. “Are we to die without ever meeting our parents again—with-
_m_anann wanmnm the faces of our dear wives and children?»
o=m M“w pulled himself together, seeking reassurance in the thought that he
ud committed no sin for frmnr he must &a. on this shore. To calm his
sgiated men, he made offerings of oo_o:.& strips & cloth, accom
many fervent petitions. “O mo.% of .msaéomr: it is you who pr
environs. If you are truly manifestations of Buddhist divinities,
aid!” he prayed. His attendants feared for their own lives, of
they were also dismayed by the possibility that a man like their master
might meet an unprecedented death in the sea, and some of them managed
to summon up enough courage and composure to raise a loud chorus of
prayer to the buddhas and gods. “I offer my life in exchange for his,” each
of them shouted. They turned toward the Sumiyoshi Shrine and offered all
kinds of petitions.
“Our lord was re
pleasure, but that di

all over Japan with

panied by
otect these
come to my
course, but

ared in the emperor’s great palace and enjoyed every
d not keep him from rescuing innumerable sinking souls
his largesse. For what transgression must he now be

i Ki no Tsurayuki (t~ 1.7): yuku hito mo / tomaru mo sode no / namidagawa / migiwa
Ss_ras :.Emapmmnrnnn (“The rivers of tears on the sleeves of one who goes and one who
“mains rise ungi] they overflow and make the beaches more damp™).
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: ry seas? Make yoy jud
192 - in these evil .awww_a again, “Why, w1
hed by drowniilt 4+ demanded.
nishe: h!" e
nd cart

! ffices and rank, ap4

ed z_._%...e_. i cEB:H uncertainty |

dy been falsely h_nﬁ_w..._ ‘his days o .nnc_.:.w_n experience, y,

_”M-_;ﬂ and rsan_ﬂnwmn to suffer —nﬂ_m_un a punishment for 4
Id he als f this mig

why shou

i R aid for a trang
him his life? He _ioa%ao_, if he is being rep 8
: ¢xX1
in a previous

o) . he sea and ¢
ings in the sea and ¢
life. If the gods nnuo to the dragon _h__“m»: ever. Lightning ¢
% ed al d louder : A gal)

Gen)t ﬁnﬂ_n. Q_::a_n_. n_.smrn ine flames burned it to the mwo::a. I_. mJ
gods, but th rters, and leaping building—a kitchen, by the . dis.
adjoining his qua oved him to a rear dless of rank their fr n _GOr of
tracted atrendants m wded inside, regardle ky already | poiEs Shoy
jt—and all of ﬂ_._ma n_“wm When night fell, the sky already lookeg S thoygy

g the thunderclaps. inkstick. ; :
:aﬁmn had rubbed it with mﬁ _onﬁ. The rain subsided and th, Star by,
.on.___ time, the wind blew __M about escorting him vmmr to the mgj;, buj) a;s
1o shine. Genii's men thoug hich was an appallingly NAPPropriape _oawmzw
] his squalid shelter, w hemselves unappealing, bere, of th
from his A " rtments were the £ g t eir
~ but the surviving nvm blown away, and full of confused people qman::m
 blinds, which had a vacillated, wondering if it might not be beg, €0 wyy
noisily around. They hile, Genji intoned pious words ang Pondereg |,
until morning. Meanw _o..a d. After the moon rose to reveal the Closeng,,
situation with an uneasy mi :.& the rude door and gazed mrmnszw at the
of the high tide aﬂ_o _ﬂcwﬂ in the wake of the storm, There vy, no dis.

. I e .
surf, which was m”__ Eﬂ_n T <_.n_EQ|=.ovo& capable of taking the
criminating persor ount and understanding exactly what yas Roing
- past and present into acc f humble seafolk, come to stang guard
: tors were a group o : :
on. The only visitors bor. He found their incomprehensible chate, odd,
! n.vn:. nxu_an_maa.mwé . well shoo them away, “The tide would haye
ut his men coul A &M ) Hn wind had kept up a little longer. The gods
pt mw%..__% 3 <owno said. It would be a sad understatement to say that
4 he mowﬂ forlorn as he listened. [His poem:]
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CH___:
ﬁ_._n :Jimam
truck of

umi ni masu But for ﬁ._».n succor
kami no tasuke ni of the &s::_n.m
kakarazuba who dwell in the sea,
shio no yaoai ni I would have been swept away
sasuraenamashi by the mighty tidal flow.

He had kept his composure while the wind raged all day, but it was a”
exhausting ordeal, and he dozed off unawares. As he slept, leaning mmm__uw
a support that was all the comfort his rude accommodations could provide,
he thought the Jate

stood before him. “What m_.m %MM
doing in this sordid Place?” his father askeq. He took him by the hand a

Akash;
uwu
“Get into a boat and leay Wie
is feet. Ge 5 : e this coast ; .
4 him E._:w% be your guides,” he s34 Mmediately. oy
soshi BOCE

erjoyed to see him, “My life has been one g
bid farewell to your respecte Petson, Right
B o aid.

) mTO-.n' TP vh_.&‘ e 1
this dn’t do at all! This is nothing by, a small Mgt
f no misgovernment during my reign, 1
o lizing it, and I have been to,, busy expi
B orld. Saill, 1 couldos
gins ™ Lich this

Tom_‘ to
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:OSJ — mnnﬂ :Fm

mQ:w the
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he sea and emerged on this shore, Tired 54

ity O speak to His Maijesty; Urry off ¢ :
d uiﬂ% the parting should come s, 5001, Genji byrg; o
dt with you,” he said. He _ocrna up and gay only the
mom the moon. He had no ?m_:ﬁ. of having dreamed,
¢ Ol d to linger, and a cloud trailing acreg the sky eve
ce mnmam He had been vouchsafed 5 brief byt vivid glimpse of the
ant naoﬁ_.on B bad yearned, fretting ar hjg nability g even'in 4
mnn for i?nrn vision, at least, was something he ¢oy|q always summon o
dream; m.an M_ full heart, he thought, “He flew to help me whep | Was in the
mind- ﬁ:m spair, almost ready to die.” It came 1o
depths of M m::m, and in the aftermath of the
been 2 800 with a sudden overwhelming syr
happy: ._Mn:_.unniQ of the encounter made him
e nce. Why had the dream ended |,
jakineg ox_mn@wmﬁ his father might visit him agai
i &»EME his eyes refused to close, and presently it was alm
i Il boat came in to the shore, and two or three men 3
3 E_s_.,_ ing. When Genji’s attendants asked who they wer
ﬁ.ﬁ_:.m,rm ._Q.a Buddhist novice, the former governor of this province, has
i t a boat and come here from Akashj If Yoshikiyo, the Minamoto
fitted ou tain, is here, he would like to meet him angd explain.” i gt
_aﬂ,_.mm_w%o <.<mw surprised and puzzled. “I knew him when | was E.Imzaw
and have been friendly with him for wn<n._.m_ years, but there’s 3 __z_n. bad
feeling between us at the moment, a private matter, and we .rmﬁi ax,.
changed any letters for a long time, not even vﬂ:?:ﬁo.é greetings. | can’t
imagine why he’d come here in these rough seas,” he mu.a. : :
With his dream in mind, Genji said, “Go m:a meet him right mswr <
Yoshikiyo went to the boat and met the novice. He could not understan
how he had managed to set sail in such a violent storm. o,
“Early this month,” the novice said, “a wa.»zmo. mm.Ea visite _né ._3 o
Ha told me something I could scarcely believe. ‘Il give you a clear s gn
e thi

the
» and be sure to head for Suma as soon as th
n,” he said. Just to see what would happen, I did equip
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ost dawn,
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SRt i ind and }
: g rain and win t :
s this terrifyin have been + Ty,

a boat, and a__n__._r n_“_ﬂ Haan::m m.q_.“w_ﬂﬁ“_wmﬂu%ww in mo_.n,_umﬁ:o__”_.w ﬂwc ho yﬁ““”

d jreeenth, ) Ir d 8, t

MM_M “__H state by ._qnﬂu.““w..wa___ without reporting the matter g
ldn't

n——Oﬂ@—-n | shou

> ._m
didn't consider it worth bothering about, When | L
_ if he di
u—:—v. even 1

uUnde

layy oM

. d that's how y, Nchg

) just behind us, m: e _.nmnrn q

the boat, 3 un.-amn.m_»ﬂ_ﬂ”ﬂ»r of divine guidance. I am wop e, "¢ t
L) 1 1y

shore. It’s an unm

fing if Iw
e eh might have happened here, May | 569_”
: reco ﬂﬂa . )y .
Lordship tell him all this? in private. Genji pondereq hi
on you to he message In P i
Yoshikiyo mow__ﬂf.ﬁh unseteling dreams and happenings thay
future in the light

$ Umm~ an d
m& See

., -oig
.::Qms A”._m

e cations. If he tried to méﬂ the ¢
so much like m._s__.“w&ﬁ_ﬂ.: -_.__._.mm_: be a true ome” of divine ag b
posterity by rejecti f incurring more ridicule than if he accepted the Noy; 8
would run the risk .“ EH bad enough to oppose the will of 5 living :_SM:
story at face value. It w it was appropriate, after all, to defer to Sehiors. p”_a
Even Eﬂe&auna”.w and reputation, and to be guided by the;, OPinigy,
also to men of high ra say, “Follow others and avoid reproach» Salvagy
't the ancient ﬂmﬂ_ no“_ was by no means an overriding Concery, mW
, ‘gsaou_“-”_nmns passed through an almost fatal series of roziam
e i...w.i_ n_rﬁ there were his father’s instructions in g, dreap,
_ SM.. for further doubt? He framed areply. .
“ “_,A,_Ea : i every conceivable bizarre trial in ;:m. m__nm Place, by, 0o
: has come from the capital to ask after me. _ Ve simply stareq i
p . 2& moon, watching them journey toward their unknown, desting.
i....-& looking on them as friends from home, ‘Great, then, is my deligh
1 behold the fishing boat.’* Might there be a quiet retreat for me o
. Eo novice made grateful assent.

1 urged him to embark before daybreak. He dig S0, taking
our or five intimates, and arrived at Akashi like a bir

d in flight,
same strange wind. The two shores were almost withip crawl-
one another—a mere half hour apart’—but still, there wag
canny about the wind’s behavior.

iyo had said, the beauty of the coastal scenery at Akashi
arable. It would have been wholly to Genji’s liking if only there
0 many people around. The novice owned land both on the

. and there were many noteworthy buildings in
with careful regard for he seasons and the environ-

~

(G55 1224): nami i nomi /
tsuribune (“Greg i my delight w
v

uretsuru mono o / fuku kaze no / tayori
one whose slee

hen I behold the fishing boat of a beach
es are wet as from waves”), Composed to welcome

Akashi

ith ind. T ' and Gen
t ¢ an €asy mind,
0 0 O residence wit 4 s

for a carriage, and a mere glimpse owwm_m ..m:
co»mn forget his m%unn& age and fee| |jke a hww ,ﬁwrgo
e the =o<mmnan d an ::3&_&8 ?@Q om.ﬁrmsrwmzim to the mv.o
a-_. He © wreathed in smiles. To his mind, he helg the ligh ﬁw
o I m“MM in his hands; it was only nayrq] that he mroémqn%
v %«Eﬁwﬂ.»m superb, of course. Only a painger of perfect g
The mnﬁ_mo:n justice to the tastefulness of the buildings, the charm of g,
d have and grasses in the garden, ang the ._inwﬁ.__omzn 78:2 of nrM
aters. It was infinitely more cheerful ang Appealing thap (b place
ral i: i had been staying &E:m the past months, The ?:__,mr.smw were
shere mnn _»m Yoshikiyo had mma“. the owner’s lifestyle equaled that of
3 elegan st personages in the capital, and, indeed, seemeq rather to surpags
most »cm“:mm ments in luxury and brilliance,
m__%m”»onaw had regained some .om his composure, he wrote letters for the
ital. He summoned Murasaki’s messenger, who was il at Suma be.
capl :.ﬂm the difficulties of the route and the miseries of the journey:
ﬁﬂﬂsi presents, m:.m:ﬂ. Hrmﬁ._ E.m station warranted; and dispatched
He probably sent detailed descriptions of recent events to the prayer m
with whom he was on close terms, m:.a also to other people with whom he
would naturally have wanted to keep in touch, To the Fujitsubo lady alone,
he related the strange circumstances of his escape from death. The re

Sponse
to Murasaki’s loving expressions of concern did not come easily, and his
letter to her was composed in a different way from the others, with frequent
pauses to wipe his eyes.

“Now that I have suffe

to g0
when
ugh to
ars left
Miyosh;
the sun
the guest

cady risen

Dsitivity

gave
him,
onks

red every imaginable disaster, just one thing after
another, I simply want to turn my back on the world, but never for an
instant do | forget your face as you said, ¢

- . to look into this mirror,’ and
the thought of taking religious vows without

seeing you again is so painful
that my other troubles pale into insignificance,”
haruka ni mo I'have followed the shore
Omoiyaru ka na to a place even more remote
shirazarish;

Ura yori ochj n;

than the one once unknown.
Urazutaj shite

How great is the distance now
from which I send my thoughts to you!
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{ 4 o ice t bearing and magnificeny ) PUthe wag
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of them PrCC ¢ rains had c@ d in good humor. Unlike Sumgy | the A coule O rents’ scheming »ORE telt Worse thay, i¢ N0 such
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horizon, -pa even a m__oa.ms.n& new surroundings offered Much .| Was " on ha j month arrived. The novice Provided tagtefy robes, curtaip.
serand, whe AT, _w_: he ok a turn for the beter Wy, ‘&o fourt nd other things for the change of dress, Geniji req. i
ao_.%.um:”nﬂ.%m. and his %_na_m.mﬁnm pursuits with admiraly, . ﬁ__aum?mm_. Mé nothing undone as pathetic g4 a bit ommn__oww _Ma ﬁm
land in imself to reli Sincey; Jais to 1€ are that he w i
The novice mﬁon”mrw_%:mra_..m future, 7oinm.w_.,.m nd there Were 55“_ %mum__amo as he pleased, aw 35 2 man of proyq and nob)e
He did worry abou burdened himself to Genji N a pathetje map, et him Y :
occasions e lier of the girl’s charms, his Unexpecteg ¥ Ner, 0 gracter: rream of mo__o:o.sm messages arrived frop, the capita),
‘Genji, who had heard ear est a bond from a previy, i 33»& ! ful moonlit night, when the gey Was visible to yh, hor;
g_.‘ i seemed to sugg 1 oo CXIbtey eace h iet waters di IW’s mi A
rrival at Akash that he ought to confine himself to religioyg I ona P udless sky, the quiet w merged in Genjys mind with he
R, rneﬂ_ ”s his present predicament. There was ag,, Z__sm”m ynder uwn_o e, and he was overcome by a feelip i
 as he remaine Id regard it as a breach of hjg Promig,. ake at DOPE
& to consider: she wou Wik ldb h 1Ses jf I
: body else, and he would be a5
1|y grﬂv with some

in the daughter. But ghy, © e
; hint of interest in the daughter. But thjg i o
?.-Mo. wﬂm “___M.i& her with indifference, for many sma| ;! %
iad %8_.1:8 him that she was exceptional in ¢

har wa to miru
acter anq »s.mm no shima no
rance ; i ; : sae
barar ii’s privacy, the novice stayed in a movunm.ﬂn minor by;jg. aware
espectful of OMNM_W_M“ Bnmv.a hall. It was not a state of affairs ¢ his liking, nokoru kuma _M“H
_ati.& to be with the guest morning and night; ang p, S e
g ever to the gods and buddhas for the fulfillm,

ent of r_m
an, mt@—.o.

) 1e was around sixty, he was a dapper m
»E.om..mr @—M&S of austerities. As a result, perhaps, of i
ym which he had sprung—and despite a certain eccentricity

he was also knowledgeable about ancient customs,

of vulgarity, and well educated. Genji found a little relief

by encouraging him to tell tales of the past. In bits and
ies of earlier public events—ma

tters concerning which
pportunity to become informed, engrossed as he had

Taking his long-neglected mn<n=-wn.5mw.a koto fr
few notes, and his attendants watched with deep emotion, saddened by the
incongruity of the setting. Then he EBB.&
ommand.” The music-loving young ladies
as it reached the house below the hill, mi
pines and the murmur of the waves. Hum

sithouette of

* -+ Wondering, ‘Cap that be

This evening’s moon
evokes in ncompassing lighy

Awaii Island,
where one wonders,

“Can that be jp»
and all my sorrow a

s well.

om its bag, he seryck a

rnﬁ@gﬁlw:

with all the skl o his
In-waiting thrilled to the sound
ngling with the soughing of the
ble folk from here and there were

and catch cold in the wind—people
who would have seemed incapable of telling one song from another, And
: the novice hurried off 1o join his guest, unable to concentrate on his rituals.
B A S h Y : 5 2 : - :
?RQMMMW »Mnﬂ__w m“m”moﬂw”mrn NMMM_MBMNMM v_anE.ﬁ“” lcan’t help remembering the world I've left behind; it all comes flooding
| not come to such a place and met such a man. 5 isnot clear how the girl can have seen
T 8. Oshikochi n
ambiguous in the original, can also be taken as an apology for future
nsa may be many |,

Geniji, since they live in different places.
(o] g.mnmﬁ:.n SKKS 1§51 T aw
F_n_. _ , . n m b} v
apses on my part frm_n I wnvv. in nTww n__.nm_.:.:
10 a guon uence of

aji nite / awa to haruka ni / mishi tsuki no / chi-
Geit sedtés %01 wa / tokorogara ka mo (“Perhaps the place explains the closeness this evening of
events, which will ultimatel re his mmmwaai Wwﬂu Isaw in the distance at Awaji, wondering, ‘Can that be 1t""). There is a pun ME
» Which will ultimately ensu . ISt two syl] 23 3 : R
daughter who can become an imperial consort. (Murasaki is childless and for]thag» SYllables of Awaji (the name of an island visible from Akashi) and 4
T =g—dm=

15 52id to haye been a “secret melody” of Chinese origin.
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gt be Ty _mrn.n—.n pure lapg -
%E EE?_ praise. Oﬂ:—.m-u Ofﬂ..”: fr_.n_._
%, ii% had done at unsuo:u_ -ro:@_. !
on or another had played on gyl on
1d always been singled out for pyj 8 or

E n_oaava.cn down. As __._,“.M._ n“.

ur _b-.n_.
hough, my

o OXCLY things
low. There’s someone b

,,m and who consequenty
the %h& But I am a mountain rustic

the wind in the pine trees that I hear, 0 py
nge for you to listen to her in private.” g,
ent aside. “I should have known better than to play
wouldn’t hear my koto as a koto,” he said.' “For

reciters of The Tale of the Heike.

imentary as an allusion to an otherwise unidentified
e / tataku / kuina ka na/ ta ga kado sashite / irenu naruramu (“The
n the r rail taps. Who might it be—that someone who bars the
! e clapper rail, or ruddy crake, is a small, secretive bird
‘the sound of a knock at the door.
i/ mimi naretekeru / yamabushi wa / koto o koto 1o
ftustic, his ears attuned to the voice of the wind in the
as a koto”). See Tamagami, Genji monogatari hyoshaki,

VR T o . ﬁn_‘monu,‘_,@".,.wua clearly an amateur in the company
¢ who will scarcely consider my koto a koto.”

1
ways been women who have mad 7

e al : ;
RNB-K_.Q. Saga gave personal instructigp, ¢, his fifey,
"ed to have been the finest musiciay, of her i ™ daughye,
e, Our mm:._omm contemporaries merely gy e, but Nobody
It's fascinating that the traditiop, mrcc_a.ﬂ: the inggr,.
ave suryj
our ﬂu—.——um—.: —<ﬂ&

€a mnE&% of

the thirteen,

3

‘who won praise as a lutanist, eyey, £
.m_unnww:m‘ @hthe lute, few musicians i any era hy

trument’s true tones, but this sapme person ” o
and charm. [ don’t know how ity plays
such music merge with the nojge of - 50 t

~ e of C :
there are times when her playing ﬂmrwwm”._mmw

S only
€ beep
It with
O Mmags-
Waves

H

mind off
nement of his taste, Geniji gave him 9
, . T
and he addressed the instrument i, , mzmﬂﬁ“ 78 play
ordinary run of performances, He played Mnumm
ins

_in our day, employing a brillia : :
,»-..nrn strings with rw left rm:“w M?Mwwmc*._nnmwzsm
ot on the urﬂ.:nm of the Sea of Ise, but O%: Mnm_w
his men to sing, “Let’s pick up the mnmmrm_:moo
.‘§Nw._.”u From time to ﬂ.—:—ﬂ- —.-n took up ﬁrﬂw
s, causing the novice to pause angd offer words

array of ingenious tidbits to accompany the
drink, and otherwise saw to it that the night

ing their woes.

the pine trees as the night advanced, and the
- as it neared the horizon. In the pervading
imself without reserve, speaking in fits and
early days at Akashi, and of his present reli-
y bringing up the subject of his daughter. It
| be so forward about the girl, but some of his

y 50, I believe that the gods and buddhas I've
decided to subject you to temporary hardships
d that that explains why you have come like this,
 where you could never have dreamed of living,

r singing girl, now a tea merchant’s wife, who is the subject 2
translation of the poem, see Bynner and Kiang, Jade Mountain,

 saibara); “On the clean strand of the Sca ofIe,ofth Sea of I, e
pluck the sea grape! pick up the seashells, YA! pick up the gemlike
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200 , my faith in the gods of S
e ma‘hﬁ—ﬁmn“ﬂ had ﬂ—»ﬂm mOn. rnn. and w_,_“:wam_:
once in the spring ang oznan.s.,.;m
land, of course, but whep, i N
; to have my high aspiratiop, Mlo:.;
g.m,ﬁmﬁn&v? mountain r he,

nce, my father was 5 55.5 be.

Tity
Birl

ﬂrw m.E:.n you tell
: transitory world apq
ssed, I lapsed into state

it your daughter, byt my
it was unlucky to get

e. So, then, it seemg
mforting change, too,

? It will be a co

Do you too understand
how it is to sleep alone—
~ thedreariness

~ of lying bored and wakeful
nightlong at Akashi Shore?

wch more discouraged I myself have felt during
worry.” A-tremble with excitement, he still re-

Eﬁﬁwn ..__aﬁpan_w for someone like yourself
to these shores.” [His poem:]

ears to be around 18 by Japanese count, would have been
X ung Murasaki.”

201

Beset by the grief

omo
of of one who we

«uwmm‘rmmn pi

ars traye| garb

H 1 ~05W in vai
jwabl N for dayn
‘n_-_ﬂn._ncnw e ﬂ:u_u_n 0 weave 2 deear.
naa chnwwuc rom my pillow of grass
m 4

il eace, radicting charm, be wag o g, indescribab]
! 1bable

n_nm on, but it would U.n tedious ¢ .
metimes erred in recordine h:

S5 y b#. more moo_.wmr and eccentric than he was,

on on the mO—_A.ui_:m m@.. .ir:n the novice bided his y; i

: ‘and cautious optimism, Genji seng message 85%. Eﬁr

- of what he Tm&. rn»a.m_uocﬂ the daughter’s mnnan,.. “n_,_

Nw.ummnm 20 m:.: g ownin the shade, he £ave serioyg Mﬂs :

Jility that this obscure corner might conceal an ynex ::M

e superior to many a fine city lady, pestn

Im ﬂoofﬁ :.5 .
: § . mense pains
he inscribed on a sheet of saffron colored vwvﬂmqoa

I call where treetops

mark the house of which fain tidings
reached me while | gazed,

sunk in gloomy thought, at skies
where I know not near or far.

love.”” 5 1 believe | am correct in thinking that

rivate to wait at the hill house, and when the
cted appearance, he served wine until the man’s

0 reply. The novice went inside to hurry her
rrassed and diffident to try to answer
and overwhelmed by the vast gulf
yn, she pleaded illness and lay down
g her around, the novice wrote in her
cannot accommodate such gracious-
1 to look at your letter.'® Watching her,

‘shin koto zo / makenikeru / iro ni wa idejs
d decided to hide it—and yet my resolve has been

* . e .‘ 3 Fa:mfﬂa?._ﬁc_“
in an anonymous old poem B o
e sad, “Make wide sleeves on

]
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That her gaze, like yoy
should turn in pensive the,,.
to those selfsame m_aal&:
surely it must be because
the thoughts are also the Same,

o i paper in an o_a.?wrmo
urishes. He did seem interested in a»MM hang

, of the
novice gave the messenger 5 Superh

ughter it

with him out of the question for so

it was merely cause for tears that he should approach b, as

1. She adopted the same immobile pose as before, and only after ,

‘barrage of ies did she consent to write a few words op ,

cavily scented purple paper, varying the blackness of the ink ¢,
ible calligraphic flaws:

meone of rn_.

u What is the extent

of the love you profess?
Has rumor sufficed
‘ to trouble the mind of one
kana who has never yet met me?
~ Her handwriting and literary address were aristocratic, not vastly inferior
to those of a great lady.

Genji was diverted by the correspondence,
of his life in the capital, but he preferred not
ing overeager. He wrote at intervals of two o
occasions—tedious evenings,

which brought back memories
to attract comment by appear-
r three days, choosing plausible

lonely mornings before daybreak, and other

17 Old commentary: koishi to mo / mada minu hito no / i i / kokoro ni mono no/
nagekashiki ka na (“An indefinable fecling of B ot speskd
my love to one I have never met”), B e oy ) canro

. ; 203
essed that her feelings might resemb|e

Impressed by her apparent ?:&””nln.u:m 7.2 replies
at Yoshikiyo had talked as though she were hjg moered with
¢ blow to him if Genjj thwarteq his | S Privat
from under his nose. Ongtime 5
had traveled beyond the Sum,
n ever. What would he do if
for silly games.'® He sometimes
U,Bw ght not smuggle her into Akagh;,
%B:_n_ not have to go on like thig yea
‘sm NOW?
sage followed mnonrwﬂ at court ¢
uneasiness. On the thirteenth of ¢

e nr ¢ prop-
mbition

WN—‘—.._
er, Tﬂ w 1
0
anyth; Iried DTOCm

r m?m

hat year
he thirg

» and there were

. < . : month, dyri
Junder, lightning, rain, m:.a wind, the emperor M“M“:mw
came to the foot o.m the stairs, near the kawatgke ba mﬁ
o at him with a highly displeased ¢ it

Xpressi i

5 respectfully, and his father mma%ww& r._ﬂ, Mﬁs_w__,wm”nnﬂ
.. Frightene :
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d storms at night, people tend to dreap about 55%
It’s nothing to get into a Panic about,” she said
was because he had met the full force of his father'
emperor developed a distressing eye complaint. He
both performed every conceivable abstinence rityal.
his grandfather, died. In view of the o|q gentleman’s
to have been expected, but it Was one more in 3
ents. Then the Kokiden lady herself began to suffer
ailment. It was most upsetting f

or the emperor.
1 no offense to justify his present adversity, kar-

ow. He told his mother more than once that
to his old position, but she always countered
Il criticize you for being flighty. What will
malefactor before he’s even been gone from the

passed as he hesitated, and the health of both

wind blew with the special loneliness of autumn,
orn in his empty bed. From time to time, he suggested
d a way to bring his daughter to the beach house
tention. (He could not see his way clear to going to the
dy was of no mind to cooperate. In her view, only the
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of all things, he was living wh Sy

fly—where she could hear th
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to play with unmatched skijj, and o ¢
vities. Furthermore, he had gonc s, ¢, 4
write to her. It was more than ¢ 3
‘Eternally conscious of the disp
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closer g,
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of indications from unseen powers, without copg; i
man’s attitude or the girl’s karma?

after his host. “As I listen to the waves nowadays, | long to
koto you told me about. Otherwise, the season will go to wage»

vice gave a diviner quiet instructions to .nrocmo a suitable day. He
onally fussed over his daughter’s room until it shone, paying no atten.
 his wife's nervous flutterings and saying nothing to any of the ser-
'And when a brilliant moon rose on the night of the thirteenth, he sent
note, which consisted of a single phrase: “On a night too fine to
bit suggestive, Genji thought, but he put on an informal cloak,
d himself, and set out late at night. He rode on horseback instead of
using the resplendent carriage provided by the novice, which struck him as
excessive; and he went alone, except for Koremitsu and a servant or two.
The full expanse of the shoreline was visible as he rode toward the hill
house, which was a fair distance away. Gazing at the moonlit bays, “scencs
to be viewed with dear comrades,”* he thought of his precious Murasaki
m_..”ne_..n Jﬁ.naomo 1o wp_.o»m_.s ﬁnw.m 103): ararayo no ! tsuki to hana to o / onajiku im \%sﬂ“
&._u aouu u”“_. Maﬂ_““.”ﬂ_ Au”w%m_nﬂwnm__ﬂi. itis to someone of rare taste that | would disp!
20. Old commentary: omo it ]

s udochi / iza mi ni yukamu / tamatsushima / irie no soko ni/ shi-
zumu tsukikage (“Come,

‘ dear comrade! Let’s set out together to see the moonlight o7 g
bottom of the inlet at Tamarsushima Island™),
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g rove of trees, the house was wort
s 2 5 In contrast to th 1 of note, an excep-
residence. In € St to the one on 1}
[]

E ;
shionable, its appearance suggested that }MTMMM_WMHMT ot
s, Anyone who lived there would run through all the J:wﬁ
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tby, the novice’s handbell rang in mournfy] mnno_.:vww;am”“
the pines; and nrw exposed roots of the pines growing from
their own contribution to the tastefy] effect. Insect voices
ardens.
the scene. The daughter’s private residence had been pol-
.. and moonlight entered where 2 handsome wooden %oon
bit ajar. He spoke a hesitant word of two, but the un-
reply, determined to avoid meeting him on intimate
ritatingly high and mighty, he thought, In b experience
est and least accessible of women had spurned a noc:”
e. Was she snubbing him becaus

¢ he had come down
‘decide what to do. To force h

. imself on her in these
ces would be a mistake. On the other hand, it would

erge the loser in a battle of wills. One would indeed
v him to someone of rare taste” as he stood there, agji-

ain streamer brushed against a thirteen-stringed koto, elic-
In his mind’s eye, he saw her as she must have sat at the
‘and unselfconscious, making music to pass the time. It
picture. He launched forth into a series of pretty
not even play the koto he had heard so much abour?

I long for a partner

in intimate talk—for the chance
of awakening,

halfway through, from this dream

of a world of sorrows.

s describe the coat of the “moon-coated” (tsukige) horse as resembling
apanese crested ibis (toki), a white bird with “pale pink flight feathers, tail
. Description from Yamashina, Birds in Japan, p. 145.

's poem, n, 19, above.
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ik bmm all SW ; ess, her manner toward Genji was calm,
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certain great lady must be enduring the
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hoped to hear someday. The blank
anybody who saw them, Somehow,
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ch mental turmoil should
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asaki learned about the Aka-

; she could find no other solace
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ity to accompany the party home, and high spirits reigned.
the novice, spent his days in tears as the month drew toward

3 were not hard enough to bear, it was now mid-
the very aspect of the sky calls forth deep emotion.
His thoughts in turmoil, Genji wondered why he had always gone out of his
Wway to involve himself in love affairs that threatened to ruin his life. Thost

25. Having forced the withdrawal from public life of Genji and the Fujitsubo lady, who M_”M
been the crown prince’s main supporters, the Kokiden lady’s faction had apparently hope
shunt the boy aside when the time came for the emperor to retire.
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