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“I'have come full circle back to my destiny: from Africa to America

and back to Africa. I could hear the cries and wails of my ancestors.
[ weep with them and for them."" This is what an African American

woman from Atlanta wrote in 2002 in the guest book of the Cape

Coast Castle, one of the many ports of embarkation for slaves lo-

cated along the coast of Ghana in West Africa. There she no doubt
saw the whips and leg irons used to discipline the caprured Africans
as well as the windowless dungeons in which hundreds were cammed
while waiting for the ships that would carry them across the Atlantic
to the Americas. Almost certainly she also caught sight of the infas
mous “gate of no return.” through which the captves departed t

their new life as slaves,

THIS VISITOR'S EMOTIONAL ENCOUNTER WITH THE LEGACY OF THE AT=
LANTIC SLAVE TRADE remuinds us of the enormous significance of thas
commerce in human ht,!:l'lgi for the early modern world and of s’
continuing echoes even in the twenty-first century. The slave l.‘:md:‘.‘,
however, was only one component of those international nenm:hi
of exchange that shaped human interactions during the centuries be=s
tween 1450 and 1750. Europeans now smashed their way into the an=
cient spice trade of the Indian Ocean, developing new T':hHl.-'rmhlj:Hl:
with Asian societies as a result. Silver, obtained from munes in Spanish)
America, enriched Western Europe, even i mach of it made its way'
to China, where it allowed Europeans to participate more fully in the
rich commerce of East Asia. Furs from North America and Sib
found a ready market in Europe and China, while the h
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Thlln: This eighteenth-century French painting shows the sale of staves al
iﬁmﬂaﬂaﬂn senegal. A European merchant and an African authonity DSure
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themselves wait for their fate to be
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mattractive in Astan markets and thae E“II:IPIHIH would be unable to compete ef-
ectively. M“"“"’"*fh'-' Portuguese woon learned that most Indian ﬁ:cmlm:r:h.mt
SREMRTe 1Ot l_“-'-"""ll!r' armed and certainly lacked the onboard cannons that Portu-
guese ships carried. Since the withdrawal of the Chinese fleet from the Indian Ocean

sarly in the fifteenth century, no Major power was in a position to dominate the sea
anes, and the many smaller-scale merchants genenally raded openly, although piracy
was sometimes a problem, >

Given these conditions, the Portuguese saw an opering, for their ships could out-
man and outmaneuver competing naval forees, while their onboard r.an'.'nﬁm' could
devastate coastal fortifications. Although their overall economy lagged behind that of
Astan producers, Europeans had more than caught up in the eritical area of naval tech-
nology and naval warfare. This military advantage enabled the Portuguese to quickly
ﬁﬂﬂlﬂ]fﬂfﬁﬂtﬂbﬂﬂﬂ%ﬂlkﬂ]mﬁnmﬁﬂﬁnﬂulnﬁmmwﬂd—
Mombasa in East Africa, Hormuz at the entrance to the Persian Gulf, Goa on the
west coast of India, Malacca in Southeast Asia, and Macao on the south coast of China.
With the exception of Macao, which had been obtained through bribery and ne-
gotiations with Chinese authorities, these Portuguese bases were obtained forcibly
agaimst small and weak states. In Mombasa, for example, the commander ofa Portu-
guese fleet responded to local resistance in 1504 by burning and sacking the city, kill-
ing some 1,500 people, and setzing large quantities of cotton and silk rexules and
carpess. The king of Mombasa wrote a warming to a neighboring city:

This is to inform you that a great lord has passed through the town, burning it
and laving it waste. He came to the town in such strength and was of such 3
cruclty that he spared neither man nor woman, or old nor young—nay. not
even the smallest child ... Nor can | ascertain nor estimate what wealth they
have taken from the town.”

What the Portuguese created in the Indian Ocean s commonly known as a
“trading post empire.” for they aimed to control commerce, not large territories or
pqpu];ﬁu“;. and o do so [:rr force of arms rather than h‘ eCOnomic c:mnpcuﬁm;
Seeking to monopolize the spice trade, the Portuguese king grandly titded himself
“Lord of the Conguest, Navigation, and Commerce of Ethiopia, Arabia, Persia, and
India” Portuguese authorities in the East tried to require all merchant vessels to
purchase a crrtaz, or pass, and to pay duties of 6 to 10 percent on their cargoes. They
partially blocked the rraditional Red Sea route to the Mediterranean and for a cen-

tury or so monopolized the highly profitable route around Africa to Europe. Even
30, they never succeeded in controlling much more than half of the spice trade 10
: 4

Siling to dominate Indian Ocean commerce as they had hoped, the §
al minu‘lued themselves (o its ancient patterns. They became hpavile in
din carrying Asian goods to Asian ports, selling ﬂ'.-:u-shjppmg INp servicec s i
fargely unable to sell their goods, Even in their majorsetiees.
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Eorancd anarch; :--| e Ol 1stan s AiATET nids I!I':||:_'I||, e |||‘-:l.-.| :_...- culmnliv diverse
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i migrants. [ts rising prosperiry also artracted some 1.000 [||1|| e and more than
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Finding the local people unwilling to take : , .
: part i co
opened the island to large-scale Chinese i mmercial agriculture, the Dutch

i e ingration. Thus under a regime of Dutch
and Ehmﬁf Fﬂﬂhmﬂﬂﬂﬂ- Taiwan became ethnically Chinese. Later in the cen-
Eﬂh{?ﬂ“ torces “Pf::'-'d the Dutch, bringing Taiwan into China politically as well.
so lawan emerged as a place of interseeti ropean Chinese
expansion in the early modern era * . yis

F,'.':T:_m ﬂrit]i]ﬂ:'i Eﬂﬂ:dﬂﬂil;;:ﬂmpmy operated differently than its Dutch counter-
- Less well himanced and less commercually sophisticated, the Britsh were largely
excluded from the rich Spice Islands by the Dutch monopoly. Thus they fell back

on India, where they established three major trading settlements during the seven-

teenth century: Bombay (now Mumbai), on India’ west coast, and Calcutes and Ma-
dras, on the east coast. Although British naval forces soon gained control of the Ara-
bian Sea and the Persian Gulf, largely replacing the Portuguese, on land they were no
match for the powerful Mughal Empire, which ruled most of the Indian subconti-
nent. Therefore, :th: British were unable to practice “rrade by warfare,” as the Dutch
did in Indonesia.” Rather they secured their trading bases with the permission of Mu-
ghal authorities or local rulers, with substantial payments and bribes as the price of
admission to the Indian market. When some independent English traders plundered
a Mughal ship in 1636, local authorities detained British East India Company officials
for two months and forced them to pay a whopping fine. Although pepper and other
spices remained important in British trade, British merchants came to focus muich
more heavily on Indian cotton textiles, which were becoming widely populas

gland and its American colonies. Hundreds of villagesin the nterior of souther

h‘_‘,;mc 5.P-:n:i|.z¢d pmduﬂm for this Brinsh marker. ; :
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Within India, large and wealthy family firms, such as the ane headed by Vijri Vora
during the seventeenth century, were able to monopolize the buying and selling of
particular pm{llutﬁ+ such as pepper or coral, and thus dictate terms and prices to the
European trading companies.*He knoweth that wee must sell,” complained one En-
glish trader about Vora,*and so beats us downe till we come to his owne raves” Fur-
thermore, Vora was often the only source of loans for the cash-strapped Europeans,
forcing them to pay interest rates as high as 12 1o 18 percent annually, Despite their

resentments, Europeans had little choice, because “none but Vigi Vora hath moneye
o lend or will lend”"!

Silver and Global Commerce

Even more than the spice trade of Eurasia, it was the silver trade that gave birthto W

a genuinely global network of exchange (see Map 14.2). As one historian put it,

silver “went round the world and made the world go round.”’* The mid-sixteenth-

century discovery of enormously rich silver deposits in Bolivia, and simultaneously

in Japan. suddenly provided 3 vastly increased supply of that precious metal. Spanish

America alone produced perhaps 85 percent of the world’s silver during the carly Mapisa The
modern era. Spain’s sole Asian colony, the Philippines, provided a critical link in this  Silve
emerging network of global commerce. Manila, the colonial capital of the Philip=

= e

pines, was the destination of annual Spanish shipments of silver, which were denwn




ane

pART & /

g EARLY ECEEC ‘
™ Philippines. This trade was the firs direcy ey
Asia, and it initiated a web ﬂf‘F.‘Il:iﬁ,r Con

I‘h T rli.{'t i Il'."
L] 'l % I Ak “.“. o [!
1 ..:Il.'rl."l tl“- :
L 3 I"
b '“'-;" “:'..I'.I Ii"h h‘f! “-1::1' Ih': ﬂ""fl IL_-“ J.!Id
1

FOVET the l.'flll'l.lrit"!. 1
mene hiat l-“rw ﬂt.h:hi} o) : .
Sk ¥ merce

- m 1 ing demand for silver. In the ;e
was Chinas huge econorny, and :;Pc:::ﬁ;u u?:::lniiﬂ into a single tax, “"hl::
Ghinese ICIHRES -:ntl.'rj-ﬂltht:;fn“jl to pay in silver. This sudden new demand &'&
biage popuiaien i i . eant that foreigners with silver coutr
white metal caused its value to skyrocket, It meant | Could
now purchase far more of China’s silks and porcelains th-'l_ll before.

This demand set silver in moton around the world, with the !?ulk i_::ﬁhc warldy
silver supply winding up in China and much of the rest t.lif'\\"hﬂl:' in Asia. The w
b which this “slver drain”™ opern ted were numerous. Chinese, I’urtugur:u,uﬂ D‘*
l'r‘.nit:n flocked to Manila to sell Chinese goods in exchange for silver. mem
ships carmied Japanese silver to China. Much of the silver sh:pr_icd ACTOSS thc ¢ -
Spain was spent in Europe generally and then used to pay for the Asian gox
the French, British, and Dutch so gready desired. Silver paig
and for spices in Southeast Asia. The standard Spanish silvg

of eight.” was used by merchants in North America, Eurgp
Africa as a2 medium of exchange. By 1600, it circulat -::
A Portuguese merchant in 1621 noted that silver “wandersiit

i
AT
T 1

5 i

before flocking to China, where it remains as if at 115 nag
In s global journeys, silver ransformed much
arges: silver mine in what is now Bolivia. the city of Porg
cape hugh in the Andes, a ten-week mule trip away from
by the hour, auracted by the smell of silver” commenteg
15705, With 100,000 people, Potosi became the largest
cquivalent in size to London, Amsterdam, or Seville. | --.-_
n luxury, wath all the goods of Europe and Asia at their dig
Native American miners worked in conditions <o hao L
funeral services for men drafied to work the mines, One
Potosi as 2 “portrait of hell "™ The environment too suffe
ng techniques caused severe deforestation, soil erasion
wmﬁ::::;::::::::;ﬁ I-]:]r.:z;::m!‘_h' of l’um_si flhu ) -
Poses or send their gaves into thr.-mﬂ]:: | huﬂdmg o :
the houschold, Thees 3 cts as small-scale o3

- “TH‘I{I-(]Q oft 23

women likew; =
"-'i-ll]1 l"'n:‘ln:'-ly‘l.'- I-I-'H.'Il,l fluth‘ 'IW E'anﬂd LHLISER

II-H ‘."'li':-]"'] 1k '| * = B

il which was tha 10 : o
Preciogy. hL il dﬁm 10
TOPEANn rivals

and polit.

vier, the

eneh Centiry, t’!-P: .

MESOUMce i"'lh; 5




BER 14 [ ECONOMIC TRANSFORMATIONS: COMMERCE AND CONSEQUENCE, 1450-

1750

Uing shows the enormously rich silver mines of Potosi, then a major global souree of the
e largest city in the Amerncas. Brutally hard woe: and poisonous exposiste T mercury,

e, led 10 the deaths of many thousands of workers, even as the siver tsel! contrib-
SlEIorin the earty modern efa. (Courtevy, The Hapems Socrty of Armernica)
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"% Nonetheless. this vast infusion of wealth did not funda-
h Spanish economy because it generated more inflation of prices
prowth.: A rigid economy laced with monopolies and regulations,
at preferred leisure to enterprise, and a crusading insistence on
ented the Spanish from using their silver windfall in 2 pro-
When the value of silver dropped in the carly seventeenth century,
ter | sition as the dominant Western European power. More gener-
of American silver that circulated in Europe drove prices higher, fur-
- ::.': many, stimulated uprisings across the continent, and contrib .._'_'f
s sometimes call a“‘general crisis” of upheaval and instabilicy in th
ith .- tury.
hother major source of silver production in the sixteenth century, did
military rulers, the Tokugawa shoguns, used silver-generated profits to de-
Sreds of rival feudal lords and unify the country. Unlike their Spanish coun-
hie <hoguns allied with the country’s vigorous merchant class to develop a
ted economy and to invest heavily in agricultural and industrial enterpris
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specialized, Particularly in southern China, this surging economic growth ult
the loss of about half the arca’s forest cover as more and more hnd“
cash crops. No Japanese-style comservation program emerged mw
problem. An eighteenth-century Chinese poet. Wang Dayue, gave voice o the |
that this ecological transformation wroughts

Rarer, too, their timber grew, and rarer still and rarer

As the hills resembled heads now shaven clean of hair.
For the fire time=, too, moreover, they felt an anxions mood
That all their daily logzing might not furnish them with i

China’s role i the siver rade is 3 useful reminder o
world economy of the earfv modern era. s large and prospe
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creasing the quantity of goods exchanged and the goograpl
Despite thewr obvious physical presence in the Americas, Aff
cally speaking Europeans were essentially muddlemen, 'T:'..
Asia and competing with one another fora place in the rich§
productvity of the Chinese cconomy was evident in Spanis
and well-made Chinese goods casily outsold those gt"
viceroy of Peru observed that “a man can c]mh.,-_- ]m, . "
p::J.,. b I;m:m I:-:- could not provide her with clothing @
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he world, but the integration of North .
Attis . et

larger world economy vastly Increased th-:irlﬂr'i:;‘:ri::rit; ;nuhtlms-:{g::hﬂu} i

By t;ﬂn;hﬁum]icm Population growth and agricultural expansion had sharply

c it supply of fur-bearing animals, such as beaver, rabbits, sable, marten

Ethe early modern era w:itnn'l:cd a 308 of cooling

: period of cooling

_ _ ﬂr:: and h;:':} ‘“;::T'I,T]lfll:ﬂwn as the Littde Ice Age, which may well have
Lol :_ dc““ ar iz e h i g . s

although we are almost in July” e ) R enope i

ondon in 16042 These con gl a surprised visitor from Venice while in

: beaver pelt, for pushed prices higher. The cost of a good-

! s l‘-mmplh., quadrupled in France between 1558 and 1611. This
ranslated economic mcentives for European maders immesnse
ealth of fur-bearing animals found in North America. el

l.ihi other aspects of imperial expansion, the fisr trade was 2 highly competitive
enterprise. The French were most promincnt in the St. Lawrence valley, around the
Great Lakes, and later along the Mississippi River; British traders pushed into the
Hudson Bay region; and the Dutch focused their attention along the Hudson River
tn what is now New York. They were frequently rivals for the great prize of North
American furs. In the southern colonies of British North America, deerskins by
the hundreds of thousands found a ready market in England5 leather industry (see
Map 14.3). 4

Only a few Europeans dircctly engaged in commercial trapping or hunting. The
utually waited for Indians to bring the furs or skins mitially to their ol
ments and later to their fortified trading posts in the interior of .:'-’-L':-' o
European merchants paid for the furs with a variety of rade goods, incluthing g
blankets. metal tools, rum, and brandy, amid much ceremony, haggling : $omnss
and ritualized gift giving. Native Americans wpresented 3 cheap S
international commercial effort, but they were not a d'w
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B L =l
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Nothing, however, protected

them 3e4i 1
the 16308 and 1640s, to cite only Against the discases carried by Europe:

¥ : one exam
m..ﬁﬂm influenza, smallpox, and nmrf];fﬂmi]::mt h.:!f of the Hurons per-
thﬂﬁtl‘ trade generated warfare mi’“” s diseases. Furthcnnnrl:,

- grew dependent on Euro trade goods. Among the
Algonquians, for example, iron tools and cooking mﬁcm those of stunc,:g'und.
or bone; gunpowder weapons took the place of bows and arrows; European textiles
proved more attractive than traditional beaver and deerskin clothing: fiint and steel
mt_‘“‘“m ciective for starting fires than wooden drills. A wide range of traditional
crafts were thus lost, without the native peoples gaining a corresponding ability to
manufacture the new items for themselves. Enthusiasm for these imported goodsand
continued European demands for furs and skins frequently eroded the customang
restraint that characterized traditional hunting practices, resulting in the d pletio
of many species. One European observer wrote of the Creek Indians:* | hey]

-
-

eternal war against deer and bear . . . which is indeed carried 0 an unreasonat

pethaps criminal excess, since the white people have darsiedith
ll.'lpﬂ:ﬂuiﬁﬂ.ﬂm

Beyond germs and guns, the most destructive of the Impe
alcohol — rum and brandy, in parocular. Whiskeytalocaliy p
alcohol, only added to the problem. With no pHOFEXpERERte <
time to adjust to its casy availability, these h‘fllh : , adia
force”” Binge drinking, violence mong " : e, proaniscinity, ind
followed in many places. In 1753, lroqHaE .-: iées complabied uterty o Bov
authorities in P.:nnsfil.-ani::“ﬂw'ic' ; Wi i - en they have o
the Indians in liquor, make them SEREREIAETEEE
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the fur trade itself that deCHEE B I. e ; 3%

n—y L I - -
i
- \ el
. iEd . gl
-\'-I e =
Y i b _-': .
A Lt : 4 " Sy e
7 by 5
- 4 ! = L Tt + | L
L ey | —iei
g § '
0 oy P L
i = o : 1.8 } i
g P
¥




470

.
S -'-,._. L
Ty
-

<

b
3
=
S
L

L]

E ]

-

]

b |

Al

oy
L
Lis

_—

-

1

:Gmpﬁfe:-
¥ did the Norh Ame

and Siberian fur irades

ef from each other?
a3t did they have in
Hmnon?

Fo Aig 3%f- SF &
PART & / THE EARLY MODERN WULHLL

Furand the Russians

e

ian ambassador and his contingent TIvIng 22

R ] T A e L

his colored prors. N SN0ws 3 SiIxieenln-reniury i

> {INOFED engraving show S i bearng gifts of animal pelts, the richest fruit u-‘me-ﬂmﬂmn;
ihe coutt of the Holy Roman Emperar and bearing gifts of ar ]

]

RAZIEN Empere. (RIA Nowost

Among the Ojibwa, 3 gathering and hunting people g
region, women had traditionally acquired economi :
sils, clothing, and decorations from the hides and flesh
husbands caught. With the fur trade in full Operation

cessing those furs for <ale rather than pmducmg
W

wre now mvailable for purchase fiom Europeans SAF
women lost authority and prestige.” At the same tif

nd controlled the trade in wild rice and maple sy

~uropean traders.™ Thus the fur trade offered

a .='.|';_"|

ralleling the North American fur trade was the one
thin a rapidly expanding Russian Empire, which Bee
tor Western Europe, China, and the
N furs was the chiefincentive for Roussia’s rapid e
seventeenth centuries across Siberia, where the rale
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A% many private merchants, appers, and hunters. He
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silver. ]
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Commerce in People: The Atlantic Slave Trade
Of all the comme

o rcial ties that linked the early modern world into a global network

none had more profound or endurin
; g
Atlantic slave trade. Between 1500 and 1866, this ra

tumated 12.§ million people from African
in the infamous Middle Passa

human consequences than the
ie in human beings took an es-
societies, shipped them across the Atlantic

: ; ge, and deposted some 10,7 million of them in the
Americas, where they lived out their often brief lives as slaves. About 1.8 million

!.-"‘-'4 percent) died during the transatlantic crossing, while countless others perished
in the process of capture and transport to the African coast.™ (See Map 14.4.)
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e o gioidual ragedies that at spawned —
Beyond the multitude of S |
sale, displacement from home cultures, forced labor, beatings -‘"'—3 bﬂﬂlﬁhm.h &
I’mllhﬁ-thr Atlantic slave trade ransformed all of its parbapanes. W, -
itself, that commerce thoroughly disrupted some ﬂ-ll-.::;ﬁ;;r:::g:hmtd ”‘E:
corrupted many. Elites often enriched themselves, while the saves, of ¢ "";hl

Tailyyl ' 1ALIomn.
victimized almost beyond imagn _ |
In the Americas, the slave trade added a substantial African presence mﬁ‘

of European and Native American peoples. Thas Alﬁ"-‘_"" diaspora (the glop, g
of African peoples) injected into these NEW SOCIEHES BsUes Lj-f race that endyy, -

i the twenty-first centuey. It also introduced t'ﬂlllt'ﬂlf.i- ﬂf African culture wup
ligious ideas, musical and artstic traditions, and culsine i
cultures. The profits from the slave trade and the fores
tainly enriched European and Euro-American socieg
ery contributed much to the racial stereotypes of Ex
became a metaphor for many kinds of social oppreste
ton slavery, in the centurics that followed. Workers
bor, colontzed people rejected the slavery of imperial
times defined patriarchy as a form of savery.

The Slave Trade in Context

The Atlantic slave trade and slavery in the
large-scale expression of a very widespread hu
¢hange of human bemngs. With origins in the e
Jfl'!r' .'H.'f'l:’F‘h-n.l 43 J prri'-:_'l:tf'!.' normal hunmn ent ,.
fare and caprure. Before 1500, the Meditermane .
major arenas of the Old World slave trad ;
of skaves, Many African LOCieties | ﬂ"‘
slaves into these international compl
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The slaw.l'tn' that tﬂi:fgn:fi n the Americas was distinctive in several ways. One was
ﬂmplj' the unn_wn.-.c size of the traffic in slaves and its centrality to the economies of
;nl‘ﬁn;'.ll .ﬁtmcnca. Furthermore, this New World slavery was largely based on plan-
u.nqu-;'ngru:u'lml.‘: nndrtma_led slaves as a form of dehumanized property, lacking any
r@q in the society of their owners. Slave status throughout the Americas was inher-
ited across generations, and there was lirtle hope of eventual freedom for the vast ma-
Jority. Hmul?m '“h"f\ with the possible exception of ancient Greece, was widespread
ﬁwrrassummd with societies affirming values of human freedom and equality. Per-
haps most distinctive was the racial dimension: Atlantic slavery came to be identified
wholly with Africa and with “blacknes” How did this exceptional form of slavery
emerge?
The origins of Adantic slavery clearly lie in the Mediterranean world and with that 1
now commaon sweetener known as sugar. Until the C <. Eu knew noth- phains the rise of
ing of sugar and relied on haney and fruits to sweeten their bland dhets, However,zs e ANNGCSNE (RGE
they learned from the Arabs about sugarcane and the laborious technigues for pro-
ducing usable sugar, Europeans established sugar-producing plantations within the
Mediterranean and later on various ishands off the coast of West Africa. It wasa“mod-
md_lﬁu'f perhaps the first one, in thar it required huge capital hwc-stml:nt.-ﬂ-ﬂ:'!-_
stannal tréinuﬂngy.:n almost factory-like discipline among workers, and a mass ar-
ket of consumers. The immense difficulty and danger of the work, the hmitations
attached to serf labor, and the general absence of wage workers all p sinted to slavery
25 a source of labor for sugar plantatons. .
[!I..i.'-'.i.ﬂu}*. ﬂh\-if.spﬁkjng Fﬂ]piﬂ from the Black Sea l'lt‘giﬂﬂ: *:_!l'f.' diedd §
of the slaves for Mediterrancan plantations, so much so lh_at - e a1
for the word “slave” in many European languages. In- oo
toman Turks seized Constantinople, the ﬂ*FF'!" Slavic Saves i eEREN
ﬂﬁt the same tne, Pnnugi:%m n * ) :
they were looking primarily lor B .
of slaves available for sale. Thm"’ L

African source of supplycAREREEEE ey
for in 1452 the p OFETLAY
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/ suggested the con nmmu B 27 For many centuries, Mushimg j, .
;}.i:- black slavery itself, from Musiine ves and in the process had d“ﬂ“kd

1 & source of sa
drawn on sub-Saharan Africa as on s rury Tunisian scholar 1bn Khaldun wroge the
3 form of racism. The fourteenth-century

have little that s esseqe.
black people were “submissive (0 sl:ktﬁ'- bﬂﬂ‘-‘:‘“ P‘i:'f:;z Pt o Sl
human and have attributes that are QUItE similar 5
Other scholars find the origms of racism within Europ
English, argues historian Audrey Smedley, the p .. =
generated by the sixteenth century a view of the .
cruel, and unruly infidels,” perceptions that were th.:"
on English sugar plantations of the West indltf:s,' W
such images of Africans from their Muslim neighbors
dently, stavery and racism soon went hand in hand. “Ed
tolerate their brutal exploitation of Africans.” writes 2 pi

imagining that these Africans were an inferior race, org

onship between slavery ang K
Historian David Brion Davich

Christians.
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The Slave Trade in Practice
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o another, thus l}ccﬂmiﬂg the *

In the seventeenth century, th

competitive, with the Briigh, | utch, and :

B ot The conryan 5 anid French contesting the earlier Portuguese

Bhhe slave trade a5 the Phntaﬁ:}nb:m“n 1700 and 1850 marked the high point

Snapshoy). cconomies of the Americas boomed (see the

ior as the demand for slaves
slaves were mostly drawn from various marginal groups i
o : Orlig m l'lﬁ'i"'
€an societies— prisoners of war, criminals, debtors, people who had been “pawned”

du::mg umes of difficulty. Thus Africans did not generally sell “their own le™
into ﬂi"l"l:l'j" Dmdcd nto hundreds of te, uswally small-scale, and often rival

S es—ciics. kingdoms, microstates, clans, and villages— the various peoples

wm Affica had no concept _D[_:!l_l:ﬂﬁ:il:a.n'-'-idmdq,r. Those whom they captured
and sold were normally outsiders, vulnerable people who lacked the pmt:-::iun:':'
membership in an established community. When short-term economic or o
cal advantage could be gained, such people were sold. In this respect, the ntic
slave trade was litde different from the experience of enslaivement elsewhere it
worid,

The desunation of enslaved Africans, half a world away in he Americas, wis
different. The vast majority wound up in Brazil or the Caribbean, whet
demands of the plantation economy were most i 4 ller num
themselves in North America, mainland Spanish Americaorin
journey across the Atlantic was horrendous, with the Middie ¥
all mortality rate of more than 14 percent. Al ,-_"_.'.- CILeT
ages cxperienced a major rebellion by the ‘,': a
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k | > 1600, but only 6 percent i 1900,
Af

7

{ the worlds POpulys
e = ared about 18 percent O pu :
that sub-Saharan Africa represcls A partion of that difference reflects the sl t:u:
1

impact on Africa’s population history. ” 2
' . ople ov
That impact derived not only from the loss of millions of people over fo,,

turies but also from the economic stagnanan and polincal dﬂruptfun that the
trade generated. Economically, the slive rmade stimulated hirte [H'J'!i-ltlf“ change nAp
rica because those Africans who benefited most from the traffic in people WETE 1y
investing in the productive capacities of their societies. Although Eumpc?n -
generally did not displace traditional artisan manufacturing, !Ilﬂ l*-"fhﬂ“hﬂuﬂlbu&_
throughs in agriculture or industry increased the wealth available to these ¢ Cictio
Maize and manioc (casava), introduced from the f“‘-""-'ri'“.’r 3 BEW SOURge o
calories to African diets, but the international demand WasSGES
its agricultural products.
Socially too the slave trade shaped African societie
ruption, particularly as judicial proceedings were manig
the slave trade. A West African legend that cowrie shel
trade, grew on corpses of the slaves was a symbolicig
effects of this commerce in human beings. During th
ment known as the Lemba cult appeared along th_l
the Congo River. It brought together the mercantile
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America, such marriages afforded Access Lo African-operated commercial networks
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groups rather than alone, and that mothers kept their children inside when Eu
pean ships app-::ar:ir Some larger kingdoms such as Kongo and Oyo slowly i
mgtgh_-.j 4% ACCeis 1o mdh]g ljppﬂt‘l.'l.ll'li.tiﬁ.'lﬂd _ ....- I. g TeEom
el <k their independence. (Foran-account of UME YOIRE man's journe)
and back, see the Portrait of Ayuba Suleiman Diallo, pp-45¢

However, African authorities g P e ik
cial opporcunities and to manage the slave trade in Gueir own faeresos. Tt
dom of Benin, ikl e e Rt e Tl
ivolvement in the tmad
European fireart
;h“:_ Tl

1l e r { nepper nd ¢
- Stra’s TIAIOT CXP o S e

Tl L




§
486 PART § [ THE EARLY M

PORTRAIT |

ebruary 1730 found Ayuba

FEL:[;-|;-||__|,1'| [Daallo, s thaii tharty
vears of age, living betweent the
Ciambea and :"n':h.'!.:l:' rIvers in W est
Africa among the Fulbe-speaking
people.” Like his father. 3 promi-
nent llamic scholar and reacher.
Avuiba was 3 Muslim, brerate in
Arabic, 2 prayer Jeader in the local
mosque. and 2 hahz, someonc who
had memorized the entire Quran
He was abko hushband o o wives

and father to four chaldren. Moy his

rand. He wat o :_11-.'1' h-.;".i,'r_li' 4!."[|;-':"
[any Haves 1o a location ome 20
miflet 3weny: where an Englsh trad-
= T
Tily SER 2
*m lor paper and other goods
i.':'.}'*-u.'r.n.:_

& InCome -1;-;1;:-:“.1: el

id anchored, and exchanes

specially
agres from the
ips Of paper and

MO e o ]PJFI['I.'\-.

: .
things did not go a4 |

i with the Englhsh n

B —

The study of
lives in the ¢

I“'r}”]:“ NoL &

ent from :i';:-:r: ind that li:::lrl:-; hm:clungulsuhnmmﬂy.ﬂm Chﬂp[ﬂibﬂmw
-"f-;Jwil*'Mh ¢ trade in spices and textiles, silver and gdd*wrh

and deersking <)

COMINCILe

It we are 3

reth

1_3{?! BN WUELH- 14

bvuba Sulerman Dialla, (Vi e Hagre of Ry,
I, Portrait of Ayuba Suleiman Diallo, called

ben Solomon (1901—17

gt r:‘:.r.'i‘ill;l]:]':. |,','.|:I'i'3,|. IIHH_].;"I]_ md#hmr? Fmdu a mmmm. /
L= e uch that 1s Jmiﬁnmmlc ﬂ'fﬂjﬂmrf-ﬁm mm—# = __,_._Ia.

circulation of eoods:

':ll:l 1;'r,4|

Ayuba Suleiman Diallo,
To Slavery and Back

Stephen Pike, Avuba traveled =,
ther south and traded his lipes
for 2 number of cows i the i.u_-_;
of the Mandinke people Well
beyond the satety of his oup
country, he was i dangerogs re
ritory. As he and hi e.n:n[um._;;-
q;uppri to rest on the Journey
home, they umm:ed,mq;
heads wene shaved, and they we
wwold asslaves to the very sume 4
Captain Pike. Although Asuls
was able 1o send 2 I:IH'.'HHE.‘.“ P
father asking to be ran: Mned
cxchange furmmc.nﬁh:ir_; dowey,
the ship suled before 3 rep _
tt‘cﬁﬁﬂ'ﬂlﬂiﬂﬁ?ﬂh : :
with Iﬁﬂu!h:rﬂhﬂ,m;:_!
and women, headed for the Beir- |
1sh American tﬂlﬂﬂfﬂ- md |
where 150 of them arrived alve \ :|
Sold to a local plinter, Ayubs
was immediately sent o theto- |
bacco fields, but when he becme.
il mom thas h-.'.ﬂ."!.' and unaccustomed Whhﬂm
sigmed him the lessiardusie snd maore f:mi]hrtﬁfﬂ—

'.:'-.ll:-.l\.'li.:l:ll-_ll'.
WILH [he '._f'.: ran around e nec il.,
% 5 I . M -

1. O ol Sannri o 0

LT . L imlesd Vlides i, I Nl )

eflections: Economic Globalization—
11¢] .:.'];I f\"m,\.'

reminds us of two quite fﬂﬂm-d.iclﬂﬂ" truths, One 15 that oV
. cat remarkable similarities to those of people long ﬂﬂ'-wtﬂ
HHgue as we mightthinkeThe other is that our lives are very G52

Lives and ““‘F“'_Ptbﬁdﬁbuth :
customed to wmﬁnﬁﬂnﬂﬂnﬂapmﬂfﬁww

AN INternatonal mrrmcy;pmdumun for a Wﬂu - .




487

CHAPTER 14 / Econ
0
Mic TRANSFORMATIONS: COMMERCE AND CONSEQUENCE, 1450-1750

a few years before. Francis Moore, 3 Bl
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