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d 1/»/Ir\/ :1/ :1/11’11(,] (‘:(111]/[/).)“/1/:( //];111’:1( (/// zl:j(/, 1/11:1 r[/’/;f:zh((i:]r{j’/ ;1 ;1 f“,/[ t/ vz}ng/ [/m ,/ it ft Nd h
R dtcet Nl of s travels, )11{1(‘/1 of which
(I) ’ u/!’/ 1‘17 l/(. gical discussions ‘1.1(/1 the College of Cardinals and the

ope, the sacred sites and churches he visited, and the hazards of travel. T his
account offers a unique Eastern view of the West. His (/i/)/r)ﬁzam mission
turned n{(l to be a failure but offered the opportunity for endless discussion and
speculation about the consequences of such an alliance and the potential defeat of

the most important remaining Islamic dynasty.

l ‘hvr(- are many Mongols who are Christians. For many of the sons
“¥ Il_l" Mongol kings and queens have been l)aplixt*d’;md confess
'('}”‘151. And they have established churches in their military camps,
and they pay honour to the Christians, and there are ;1111(;1134' them
f”f“l,\' ?\']10 are believers. Now the king [of the Mongols], who is
joined in the bond of friendship with the Catholicus, luilh the desire
to take I)il.l<'Sli11(*. and the countries of Syria, and he demandeth from
you help in order to take Jerusalem. He hath chosen me and hath
sent me to you because, being a Christian, my word will be believed

by you.”

Rabban Sawma in Fransa or Frangestan

: “.1 wards they went to the country of Pariz (Paris), to king Fran-
sis [z.e. Philippe IV c .

[2.e. Philippe IV le Bel]. And the king sent out a large company of
into the city with great

me e
1en to meet them, and they brought them
he French king were in

1onour and ceremony. Now the territories of t
llt nt more than a month’s journey. And the king of France assigned
to R , S : o
Rabban Sawma a place wherein to dwell, and th

one of his / . ;
e of his Amirs to him and summoned him to |
and paid him hon-

ho sent thee?”

ree days later sent
1is presence. And

when he had come the king stood up before him
our, and said unto him, “Why hast thou come? And w
"’\“(1 R'fil)l);m Sawma said unto him, “King Arghon and the Catho-
licus of the East have sent me concerning the matter of Jerusalem.”
:\.11(1 he showed him all the matters which he knew. and he
him the letters which he had with him, and the gifts, that 1s to say,
presents which he had brought. And the king of France answered

gave
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him. saying, “Ifit be indeed so that the Mot h they are not
Christians, are going to heht against \ra (8) \pturc
Jerusalem, it is meet especially

them|, and if our Lord willet!

And Rabban Sawma said unto hn N\ he
olory of thy kingdom, and have | .
strength with the eye of flesh, we as} en ol te
city to show us the churche ind the shi ind | relics of the
saints, and everything else wl
be seen 1in any other country ake
known in the [various| countri
['hen the king commanded his Amn ' (o tort nd she
them all the wonderful thing 1
wards I myself will show [them]| what And | A1 :
out with them

And Rabban Sawma and his
of days 1n this great city of Pari ind tl ! ! thal was
in 1t. There were in it thirty thousan ;
engaged in the study of stica , - v at 18
say ol commentaries and exeges ' H S ;'
also of profane learning N
|)|l]|t'\u[¥}|\ and [the art of ¢
healing, geometry. arithmetic
the stars; and they engaged constant - theses], and all
lll(\(‘lill}n[\;...; ed monev {or | t 1 K1l And they
also saw on Great Churcl !
dead kings, and statues of ther
tombs. And five hundred mon} ‘ performing cOm-
memoration services in the burial- 1Isoleun { the
l\lll':\ .Hl*l”x"\ 41!'\,:!. ind | . | the KIS \tl':‘
they tasted and prayed continua , ! ce of those kings
And the crowns of those ki mnd their armour. and then l':"t"""i
were laid upon their tombs. In short Rabban Sawma and his com-

panions saw evervthing whicl
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Rabban Sawma goes to the King of England
[2.e. Edward I]

And 1]1("3' went forth from that place, that is to say, from Paris, to go
to the king of England, to Kasonia (Gascony?). And having arri\ﬁl
In twenty days at their city [Bordeaux?], the inhabitants of the city
went forth to meet them, and they asked them, “Who are ye?” .-\n(‘l
Rabban Sawma and his companions replied, “We are ;11111)';1.\:\';1(101‘5.
il;}({li \\'(i\}n';l\'v come from beyond the eastern seas, and we are envoys
f the King, and of the Patriarch, . Kings of the Mongols.”
And the people made haste and \\'(’Illll](lt)ltl;:c Il\iilllllj ()Ill‘h(“\‘lm‘lg”l:\
AL : g and informed him
!()[ their arrival], and the king welcomed them gladly, and the people
;11[1‘( >(‘l|1(‘(-(l them into his presence. And those \\‘h()- were with Rab-
()(m S;llwn.m straightway gave to the king the Pukdana [ve. letter of
(u_nhm‘ls;mnn] of King Arghon, and the gifts which he had sent to
him, and the Letter of Mar Catholicus. And [King Edward] rejoiced
greatly, and he was especially glad when Rabban Sawma kmlkv(l
ilbf)lll the matter of Jerusalem. And he said, “We the kings of these
('111(;5 bear upon our bodies the sien of the Cross, and we have no
511131.('(‘1 of thought except this matter. And my mind is relieved on the
subject about which I have been thinking, when I hear that King
Arghon thinketh as I think.” And the king commanded Rabban
he pvrlin‘nn'd the Glorious

Sawma to celebrate the Eucharist, and
stood up, and the

Iysteries; and the king and his officers of state
de a great feast that day.

king partook of the Sacrament, and ma
“We beseech thee, O

' ['hen Rabban Sawma said unto the king,
king, to give [thy servants] the order to show us wh
so that when we g0 back to
f them.”

atever churches

and shrines there are in this country,
the Children of the East we may give them descriptions O
seized Mar Catholicus in his Cell
lding no man knew
And from the

Ax at s i
' 1d that same night [the Arabs]
e. palace) in Maraghah, and outside the bu

anything : . 510 .
anything about the seizure of him until the day broke.
s the second day of the week (Monday

morning of that day, which wz
| everything that was in it, both

‘ll“‘Y went into his Cell and ])lun(lcn-(
the hic it z
1at which was old and that which was n

even a nail in the walls.

ew. and they did not leave
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And on the night of the third day

ing, which was the 27th day ol [lul (September), t Catholicus

was buffeted the whole migh

And in respect of the ven rable mel \rabs
tied some of them up naked witl :
apparel and took to fligcht, and othel t ther lown from
high places [and perished]. And they suspended the (Catholicus DY
a rope head downwards, and they took th used tor cleaning,
that 1s to say. a duster, and they put asl er his
mouth, and one prodded him n the
saying, “Abandon this Faith of thine tl €Come
a Hagaraya (Muhammadan) and thou shalt wed And the
Catholicus, weeping, answered them never VOl And they smote
him with a stick on his thighs and seat posterior). And they also
took him up on to the roof of the Cell, say (n 1 we
will let thee go point out to us thv treasur how us the things
which thou hast hidden away, and 1 ' tl [ing-things
and we will let thee go
And then a great tumult took place. and y . { the Arabs
came with a ereat rush to dest: reat ! { Mar Shal
the holy martyr, and they destroyed 1t. Al OO} rything
that was 1n it, the veils (or hai >
objects used in the service. And tl €S
and the storm of their shouti he
inhabitants thereof. Peradventure ne
was not caught in the middle of t! el
1s telling a fabulous story: but to speak the rut he wi stateth
what ]\ll"ll'\\ll”'ll‘.i}‘n"‘“1. 1 1 11 1 t1s1mp ssible o1
be

even one of the events which took 1 ce t ( 1

and written!

King Kazan Pays Honour to Mar Yahbh-Allaha

Now when the sun had descended into the sign of the Ram, and cre-
ation was warmed a little, the Catholicus sent one of the monks ol

the Cell to the victorious King Kazan. to the place calle d Mughan,
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Fh(" \\llllt‘l.‘ station of all the Mongol Kings, to bless him and to
inform [him| concerning the events that had happened to him. And
?\'lu'n that .mnnk arrived at the Camp, and he had taken care m see
au the Amirs, they introduced him into the presence of the victorious
1;’1111?:.(;1‘11(1} ll(l" (lc-(':;n‘r'(l unto him in their entirety all the words \\'hi('lg
Mar Catholicus had spoken to him saying, © ssed |  thr

king, and it shall \'lznll(l iim[l 1i])11?1:'1\::"\ 1‘]11:(.1 I?I('ﬁ(*(’llh;}']'\ e
seated thereon for ever.” And the k'. 7 ..1} .\(“(('.\ldll‘ Dol
S o e king afl\('d. Why did not the
~atholicus come to us?” and the monk replied, “Because of the con-
;::({1 sl;;l&‘ |()i‘lhi.\' mind]. He was hung up, and cruelly beaten, and

s head touched the earth. Throug . severe pain whic
been roused in him he \\'2::}l]l.n'111;(1‘(:t1}(:‘l:)lii:jl(:((\l(()ll(l()lll):im '“ hl(h’ l'l'mh
; LEOLY . c ymage to the king,
and it is for this reason that he hath sent me to pronounce his bl(’.\‘sil.lf.{
%‘[‘)“')ll I.h(’t'. O my lord, the king. But when the victorious king shle
arrive in peace at Tabhriz, whether the Catholicus be sick or whether
he be well. he will come to salute thee and do homage to thee.”

: And God caused these words to find mercy in the eyes of the
king, .;111(1 he gave to the Catholicus a Pukdana, zu‘('or(lit‘lg to cus-
If)lll. in which it was laid down that poll-tax should not be exacted
from the Christians; that none of them shall abandon his Faith;
fh;ll the Catholicus shall live in the state to which he hath been
accustomed: that he shall be treated with the respect due to his rank;
that he shall rule over his Throne; and shall hold the staff of strength
111 wield his sceptre with vigour

over his dominion [i.e. that he sh:
an Edict throughout all

and determination]. And he promulgated

: mirs by their names, and to
[b() \”l(\]“'“- ordering them to give back everything which they had
taken from the Catholicus or from the holy old men by force, and
f Baghdad and their envoys;
aken. Moreover, he allotted
£2,500) for

(¢ ~NeQ - 5
ountries. and addressed it to all the A

to give back to him what those men o
whom we have mentioned above, had t
(}“Al(l despatched to the Catholicus five thousand dinars
1is expenses, saying, “These will serve him as a supply until he
cometh to us.”

E. A. Walli o ;
[ - \\.‘lllls Bll(l(\"('. [/[f A\If,‘/]/‘\ /‘,/ [”,/,/’1[ }l';“m. [‘;m/’,),,, of China l,nndulg- R(-ll‘_‘h\ll\
ract Society, 1928), 174, 182-86, 210-11, 213, 220-22.
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DISCUSSION Q
1. Why was Rabban Sauma
Pope and the European mona

9 After his audiences with the Kil

did Rabban Sauma request

l)ill lll( }N‘]\ullllwl\ Ol Nest

Khanate fit in with general Mo

|n*1\('\1111u111(\|.al.mm,' the II-Khan




Part VI
Collapse of the Mongol Empire

Juvaini, The History of the World Conqueror

pork to descriptions of the
atral Asia. However, he
» Mongol soctety. In this
wajor conflict within the

The Persian historian Juvaini devoted most of his t
Mongols® military campaigns, espectally l/m\\(’ in Ce
PN ”'/‘“A/m('i-'lﬂfl’(/ by the roles elite women played ur
selection. he documents their involvement i f/z(: first m

Mongol confederation.
See the he ; i e 5 7 6 5
he headnote on p. 70 for additional information on this text.

Of Toregene Khatun

y had been executed and the
Qa’an, had pa.\scd
rom the campaign

When the decree of God Almight
Monarch of the World, the Hatim of the Age,
%l\\‘;l}-‘ Giyiik, his eldest son, had not returned
<lg;111151 the Qifchaq, and therefore 1n accordance with prw‘rdt-m the
dispatch of orders and the assembling of the people took place at the
vife. Moge Khatun, who, 1n accor-
had come to him from his father,
he mother of his

door of the ordu or palace of his v
dfm.w with the Mongol custom,
Chingiz-Khan. But since Toregene Khatun was t
ler and more sagaclous than

eldest s ,
lest sons and was moreover shrewc
princes, i e. the brothers

Mooe Kh:
yge Khatun, she sent messages tO the
mppvnvd and of

and nephews of Oa’ ~
: l( phews of Qa’an, and told them of what had !
1e de: S AL ; 5 y .
death of Qa’an, and said that until a Khan was nppnmlvd by
agree N ; :

greement someone would have to be ruler and leader n order that

the business of : :
susiness of the state might not be neglected nor the affairs ol
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