144

‘Phags-pa lama, Prince Jin-gim’s Textbook

of Tibetan Buddhism
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like a "Khor-los sgyur-ba’i King. His son Mo-go-ta (= ( )godai), widely
known as Ga-gan (mong. Qagan=Khan) succeeded him and the
dominions became even more extensive than before.

His son was Go-yug-gan (= Guyiikk Khan); he also ruled as King
=Khan) over the realm.

Genghis’ younger son was Do-lo (Tolui); he also obtained the rank
of Khan and ruled supreme.

His eldest son was called Mon-go (Mongka); he as well obtained
the highest rank and ruled supreme.

His younger brother is known as Go-pe-la (Qubilai). He too was
appointed Khan and ruled over far more dominions than his pre-
decessors and, after entering the Door of the Precious Teaching, he
has protected his realm according to the Dharma, and also mani-
fested the Teacher’s Teaching.

His eldest son is Jin-gim, who is endowed with all the glory of
Heaven and who is also resplendent with the Ornament of the Pre-
cious Dharma. His brothers are Mangala, Nomogan and others.
Each one is provided with his own virtues and riches and has his
own sons and lineage. _

So I have told [the history], beginning with the Sa-kya royal lin-

eage up to the Imperial dynasty of our own time.

And so Man-pos bkur-ba was appointed as the first King. At that
time the sentient beings mutually took from each other’s fields what
had not been given. When they were questioned by the King’s men
they even lied that they had not taken it. Because they were RLEILO
death by the King’s men, many bad (mi-dge-ba, akusala deeds, kl]_l—
ing and so on, were committed; then the sentient beings who did
these deeds died, transferred consciousness (’si-phos) and were born
among the Animals; after that they were born among the Hl”?!“
Ghosts. Then they were born successively in the Hells. When I)(‘l{lﬁ\
were born for the first time where they had not been before, in mNar-
med-pa [the lowest Hell], then the Origination of the jond s
completed. In this way man’s life became gradually shorter .l e
they had committed n'cg‘;lli\'t‘ deeds, and their objects for enjoyment
dwindled; the life of the people of Dzambu'i glin lmunn.«- HH_l_HIH
years long and those Hell-beings who had been newly born in mNar-

med had the same [length of] life.
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acquired by their True Nature (chos-nid, dharmata), and they will
be born in the First Absorption (bsam-gtan, dhyana). The beings
of the Northern Continent are born among the ‘Dod-pa Gods;
there they acquire the Thought of the First Absorption, and they
will be born there. Those in the First Absorption have, even so by
their True Nature, acquired the Second Absorption; when this has
been born in their mindstream (rgyud, samtana they are born,
after death and transference, in the Second Absc rption. In this way
[everything] from the Lowest Hell to the Tshans-pa World becomes
empty, and this goes on (thogs) for nineteen Medium Aeons. Then
seven suns will rise in the Four Continents. There falls no rain, and
the first sun desiccates the orchards of fruit trees which grow from
water. The second one dries up ponds and small rivers; the third sun
does the same with the Four Big Rivers, even the Ganges etc; the
fourth one makes even Lake Ma-dros-pa (Anavatapta) fall dry;
the fifth sun desiccates the Outer Ocean until it is knee-high only,
the sixth sun dries up even the rest of the Outer Ocean, and the sev-
enth one makes this our world go up in one sheet of flame. From the
lowest Hell to the Tshans-pa World [everything] is destroyed by fire.

In this way the destruction of the world goes on for (thogs
one Medium Aeon.

Then there is an Empty Aeon. That is empty, also for twenty
Medium Aeons. So there are eighty Medium Aeons in the Origi-
nation-, Continuance-, Destruction-, and Empty Aeons. Together
these are called a Great Aeon. Hence it is the same as the life of
the Tshans-ris Gods and so forth.

The destruction of the Inanimate World is effected by fire as well
as by water and wind. The destruction by fire is as has been explained
above just now. After the Origination has again happened succes-
sively seven times, the Origination World is destroyed by water, and
this wipes out [everything] up to the Second Absorption. In the "Od
gsal Abode a big mass of clouds accumulates, and then, after torrents
of rain have fallen, the Inanimate World has disappeared, like salt
which dissolves in water. and then even the water itself dries up. In
this way, after it has been annihilated by water, it will be destroyed
again seven times by fire, just like before.

Then it is again wiped out by water; and so, after every seven
destructions by fire there is destruction by water: after the seventh
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l. Why did Khubilai have his son and chosen success r Jingim
receve mstruction on Buddhism by the ost prominent Tibetan
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sacred and the profan
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East and must have received most of his data from merchants who had. His

3 descriptions of the routes from the Middle East to China and from T urkey to the

1 [-Khanate capital at Tabriz were remarkably accurate, even to the distances and

; the number of days required for the voyages. He also specified the number of men
needed for long-distance caravans and the umports and exports from specific
regions en route and offered useful information on foreion languages and business
customs. More helpful still were his descriptions of the values of coins and differ-
ent weights and measures and even the differing lengths of cloth and the quality of
gold and silver throughout the oases and other stopping places. The range of his
information was truly remarkable.

The road you travel from Tana to Cathay is perfectly safe, whether
by day or by night, according to what the merchants say who have
used it. Only if the merchant. in going or coming, should die upon
the road., everything belonging to him will become the perquisite
of the lord of the country in which he dies, and the officers of the lord
will take possession of all. And in like manner if he die in Cathay.
But if his brother be with him, or an intimate friend and comrade
calling himself his brother, then to such an one they will surrender
the property of the deceased, and so it will be rescued.

And there is another danger: this is when the lord of the country
dies, and before the new lord who is to have the lordship 1s pro-
claimed: during such intervals there have sometimes been irregulari-
ties practised on the Franks, and other foreigners. (They call Franks
all the Christians of these parts from Romania westward.) And nei-
ther will the roads be safe to travel until the other lord be proclaimed
who is to reign in room of him who is deceased.

Cathay is a province which contained a multitude of cities and
towns. Among others there is one in particular, that is to say the
capital city, to which is great resort of merchants, and in which there
IS a vast amount of trade; and this city is called Cambalec. And the
said city hath a circuit of one hundred miles, and is all full of people
and houses and of dwellers in the said city.

You may calculate that a merchant with a dragoman, and with
tWo men servants, and with goods to the value of twenty-five thou-
sand golden florins, should spend on his way to Cathay from sixty to
“ighly sommi of silver, and not more if he manage well; and for all






