[5 Bengal, Assam and South-Fast Asia

- (

| It'“ zllni WE were at sea tor forty [|wl-' .M‘_\

country of Bengal. It is a spacious country, producing rice in abun

- ) " 1 1 1
dance. Nowhere in the world h 1wve | seen che iper produce than there,

but it is gloomy and the people of

' I 1

Khurasan savy. auzarhast pui
) ’ [ 4 1 | {
ni’mab’, meaning ‘it is a hell fu | of bl

essings

- ) - ey
I'he first city we entered in Bengal was Sudkaw in, a very big city

on the shore of the ( sreat Sea.” The rivers Gang, to which the Indians

£0 to pilgrimage, and Jun unite there and flow into the sea. From here

[ travelled to the mountains of Kamaru, a journey of one month.? Thev

dre extensive mountains which join China and

also Tibet, w here are
the musk gazelles. The people

of these mountains look like ['urks.

I'hey are strong workers and a slave of that race is tw ice as good as a

slave of another.

They are also famous for resorting to magic and for

their involvement in it. My object in going to these mountains was to

meet a saint living there, Shaikh Jalal al-Din of Tabriz.

Account of the Shaikh Jalal al-Din

This shaikh is among the greatest saints and most remarkable men,

responsible for famous miracles and wonderful achievements. He

was an aged man. He told me he had even set eyes on — God’s mercy
on him - the Caliph al-Musta’sim in Baghdad

ﬁ:!\i was |}]L'1’l 'n\.}IL'Tl
he was killed. | iter on |

11s companions told me that he had fasted

tor about forty years. bre aking the fast only at intervals of ten days.

He had a cow and used to break

his fast with its milk. He 1lso used
to stand up all night. I

1 appearance he was thin, tall and had little
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more or less. and they do not commit adultery. If one does commuit
adultery the penalty for the man is that he is fixed to a cross till he
dies. unless his friend or slave is fixed to the cross in his stead, when
he is freed. The penalty for the woman is that the sultan orders all his
household attendants to UI}‘H!.ITL' with her, one atter the other till she

dies. in his presence. Then they throw her into the sea.

Account of their sultan

Iheir sultan came to us riding on an elephant on which was a kind of

‘,\I\.l\ N‘\dklil IT.T‘M.[( of \‘}n:!\'-., He was kil'i ‘»\t'\\. in a }"l“li\l\'lli !"II"L‘. !!H'
hair on which was turned outwards. On his head were three coloured
silk fillets and in his hand was a javelin of reed. Some twenty of his
relatives accompanied him on elephants. He sent us a giit ot pepper,
ginger, cinnamon, fish and Bengali cloths. They do not wear these but

deck the elephants with them on feast days. For every ship that docks

ths, and

in his country he takes a slave girl, a male slave, elephant cl

gold ornaments which his wife puts 1n her girdle and on her toes. I

anyvone does not give them this tribute thev use magic against him.

The sea becomes rough for him and he perishes, or almost so.
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[t happened that one night w le we were in their port a slave ot the
master ot the \}1'1‘. who had ILL"..-i\L!‘-‘ VISILE d thesc peopic, lett the
ship one night for an assignation with the wite ot one of their chiet

ke a cave on the shore. The husband knew of this

Cd

men, in a place

and came to the cave with a party of his friends, found them there and

thev were taken to the sultan. He ordered that the slave’s testicles
: ' |
should be cut off and he should be crucihed B 1S orders peopic
1 | v t1
AHPKI!.I[& d ‘.‘-W'E! the woman 'LH she di¢ } l"w-' he sultan c4d ¢ 10 e

shore and excused himself for what had happenc
to enforce our laws.” He then gave the master
place of the one he had crucified.

\,\ e !\-![ [hg“ '}\lnph- j[]tl after twenty f1ve \!.:\.w w¢e I'a"u:!u'Ll the
island of al-Jawah [Sumatra], from which Jawi incense takes 1ts

name. We saw it at a distance of half a day’s sail. It 1s green and
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Account of the sultan of Mul Jawah

He is an infidel. I saw him outside his palace before a pavilion sitting
on the ground with no mat. He summoned me, so I came to him and
said, ‘Greetings to whoever follows the true guidance.” They under

stood only the word salam. The sultan welcomed me and ordered a
cloth to be spread for me to sit on. I said to the interpreter, ‘How shall
[ sit on a cloth when the sultan is sitting on the ground?’ He said,
“This 1s his custom. He sits on the ground as a mark of humility. You
are a guest and you have come from a great sultan. You must be
treated with honour.” I sat down and he asked me about the sultan of
India. His questions were terse. He said to me, ‘You will stay as our

guest for three days and then \lrp.n'l..

Account of a wonderful thing I saw in his assembly

In this sultan’s assembly I saw a man with a knife like a billhook. He
laid it on his neck and spoke at length although I did not understand.
l'hen he took the knife in both hands and cut his own throat. His
head fell to the ground because the knife was so sharp and his grip of
it so strong. | was astounded at what he had done. The sultan said,
‘Does anyone do this among you?’ I said, ‘I have never seen this
anywhere.” He laughed and said, ‘These are our slaves and they kill
themselves for love of us.” He ordered the body to be carried away
and burnt. The sultan’s deputies, the state officials, the troops and
the common people went out to the cremation. He granted ample
pensions to his children, wife and brothers, and they were highly
honoured because of what he had done. Someone who had been
present at that assembly told me that what the man had said had been

an affirmation of his love for the sultan, and a decl

iration that he was
killing himself for love of him, as his father had killed himself for lovc
of the sultan’s father, and as his grandfather had done for love of the
sultan’s grandfather.

We set sail from Qaqulah and after thirty-four days reached the
Sluggish or Tranquil Sea, which has a reddish colour; they claim that
this is because of the earth of the land which bounds it. It has no wind
and no waves and no movement in spite of its extent. For this reason

every Chinese junk is accompanied by three boats, as we have said.
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were brought and she wrote, ‘In the name ol God the merciful, the
compassionate.” She said, ‘What is this?” I said, “1 hat is God’s name.’
She said. ‘Good.” Then she asked me from which country I came. |
S lld. l rom I!]-JI 15t \‘:L x.lhl. ‘HM' p;"!‘pgl' country ‘ ] \_li\i, '\'L'\_‘ "\|1L'
1sked me about that country and events there and I answered her. She
said. ‘I must invade it and take possession of it. Its wealth and 1ts
‘\‘JIRIH'! S ]‘it"lxl.' I« ,. s L to IM s I )O \n_- \\‘u 01 .1!""LI\ '111 A1 I| wEl-‘llhi 1\
given robes, two elephant loads of rice, two buffalo cows, ten sheep,
four pounds of julep, and four martabans, which are big vessels,

filled with ginger, pepper, citrus fruit and mangoes, all salted with

what is used in preparing for sea voyages.

[he ship owner told me that this princess had in her army women,
serving women and slaves, who fought like men, and that she goes
out among her troops of men and women, invades the territory of her
enemies, is present at the fighting, and engages the champions. He
told me there was a fierce battle between her and one of her enemies
in which many of her soldiers were killed and her army was on the
point of fleeing; but she forced her way forwards and broke through
the armies till she reached the king against whom she was fighting,
pierced him with a lance thrust and killed him. At this point his
troops fled, and she brought his head on a spear, which his family
recovered from her for much treasure. When she returned to her father
he made her ruler of that city. He told me also that the kings’ sons
used to ask for her in marriage, and she used to say, ‘I shall marry

only a man who fights against me and defeats me.” They avoided

doing this, being afraid of the disgrace if she were to defeat them.
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