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trees and flowers and many kinds of things, so well and so cunningly
that it is a delight and a wonder to see. It is very wonderfully beauti-
ful and well worked. And from this palace is built a second wall
which in the direction opposite to the palace, closing one end in the
wall of the city on one side of the palace and the other on the other
side, encloses and surrounds quite sixteen miles of plain land in cir-
cuit, in such a way that unless one starts from the palace he cannot
enter into that close; & it is fortified like a castle; in which wall are
fountains and rivers of running water and very beautiful lawns and
groves enough. And the great Kaan keeps all sorts of not fierce wild
beasts which can be named there, & in very great numbers, that is
harts and bucks and roe-deer, to give to the gerfalcons to eat and to
the falcons, which he keeps in mew in that place, which are more
than two hundred gerfalcons without the falcons. And he always
goes himself to see them in mew at least once every week. And the
great Kaan often goes riding through this park which 1s surrc yunded
with a wall and takes with him one tame leopard or more on the
crupper of his horse, and when he wishes he lets 1t go and takes one
of the aforesaid animals, a hart or buck or roe-deer and has them
given to the falcons and gerfalcons which he keeps in mew. And he
does that often for his pleasure and for amusement. And u*l‘l;linly:
this place is so well kept & adorned that it is a most noble thing 01‘
great delight. And again you may know that in the middle place (71
that park thus surrounded with a wall, where there is a most beauti-
ful grove, the great Kaan has made for his dwelling a great palace or
loggia which is all of canes, upon beautiful pillars oilded ‘uul.\;n'—
nished, and on the top of each pillar 1s a great dragon JU L’ll(lf'(l
which winds the tail round the pillar and holds up the ceiling with
the head, and stretches out the arms, that is one to the right hand “\W
the support of the ceiling and the other in the same way “4' the left;
but it is all gilded inside and out and worked & painted w ith l.)l'.l\l\
and with birds very cunningly worked. The roof of this palace 1s also
all of canes gilded and varnished so well and so thickly that no \'\(m-l’
can hurt it, and the paintings can never be washed out; & it 1s the
most wonderful thing in the world to be understood by one who has
not seen it; and I will tell you how it is made of canes. You may know

truly that those canes of which these houses are made are more 1}11&11
fteen

three or four palms thick and round and are from ten paces to f1
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larger, is of one tornesel, also small, and the next, a little larger, 1s of
a half Venetian groat of silver, and the next of a groat of silver which
is worth a silver groat of Venese, and the next is of two Venetian
oroats, & the next of five Venetian groats, and the next of ten groats,
and the next of one bezant of gold, and the next two bezants of gold,
and the next of three bezants of gold, and the next four bezants of
gold, and the next five bezants of gold, and so it goes up to ten
bezants of gold. And all these sheets [or] moneys are sealed with the
mark and with the seal of the great lord, for otherwise they could by
no means be spent. And they are made with as much authority and
formality as if they were of pure gold or silver, for many officials who
are deputed for this write their names on every coin, placing there
each one his mark, and when it is all done as it ought to be, the head
of them deputed by the lord stains the seal entrusted to him with cin-
nabar and impresses it upon the coin so that the pattern of the seal
dipped in the cinnabar remains printed there, and then that money
is authorised. And if anyone were to counterfeit it he would be pun-
ished with the last penalty to the third generation. And different
marks are printed on them according to their future value. And this
money is made in the city of Cambaluc by those who are deputed for
this by the king, & not by others. And each year he has so great
quantity and supply of them made in the city of Cambaluc that he
would pay with it for all the treasure of the world, though it costs him
nothing. And in almost all the kingdoms subject to his rule none 1s
allowed to make or spend any other money. And when these sheets
are made in the way that I have told you, he has all the payments
made with them, and has them distributed to each one through all
the provinces and kingdoms & through all his cities and lands where
he has rule, & even lands which do not obey him which do not spend
this money; and none dare refuse them on pain of losing his life
immediately; and no one from other kinedoms can spend other
money within the lands of the great Kaan. Moreover I tell you that

all the people and regions of men who are under his rule very gladly

take these sheets in payment, because wherever they go under the
rule of the great Kaan they take them and make all their payments
with them both for goods and for pearls and for precious stones and

for gold and for silver and for all other things which they carry and
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them, and they make payment with the sheets ol w [ have told
vou as 1if they were altogether of real gold o \Y () r 1 tell
vou that they are so light that the sheet wl ' for ten bezants ol
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told you. And the merchants take then Cl 1 [ iuse ey
know well that they would not have s« ( ind
secondly because thev ar paid for the ‘ nd als ) LLISC
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and he has them all paid with those sheets. a thi hich costs him
little o 11|>1||m:1_ as you have heard. And again I 1 vou that maiy
tames a year an order goes throueh the town of ( aluc that all
those who have precious stones and pearls and gold and silver or any

other dear things must brine them to the mint of the great lord, & he
NONey _..\.ynxcllux

will have them well and libe rally paid with that n ng to

ll“‘I”"I"" value. And they do it and bring them there very w illingly,

because they would not receive so much for them from any other, in

S0 great abundance that it is without number, and all are paid Wi
sheets without delay o

loss to them. And he who should not wish to
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bring them, stays at home. And in this way the great lord has all the
oold and the silver and the pearls and the precious stones of all his
lands. And again I tell you another thing which does well to say. For
when one has kept these sheets so long that they are torn ;m’d are
spoilt through too great age, though they are very durable, then he
takes them to the mint of the great lord and they are changed for
new and clean ones, so, indeed, that he leaves three in a hundred of
them for the stamp. And again 1 shall tell you a pretty fact which
does well to tell in our book. For if a baron or other man whoever he
might be wishes to buy gold or silver or precious stones or pearls to
make his vessels or his girdles or his other work, he goes off to the
mint of the great lord and carries some of those sheets and gives
them in payment for the gold and for the silver which he buys from
the master of the mint. And never is gold or silver spent, but all his
aid with this sort of money of

armies and officials come to be p
leases), of which the

paper (of which he has as much made as he p
if it were of gold or of silver; and every-

bought. Now I have told you the way

value is the same to them as
thing necessary for the court 1S
and the reason why the great lord must hav

than any man of this world, and you have well heard how and in
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what manner; & it costs him nothing,
marvellous sums. And everyone 1s obliged to buy those moneys from
him. Moreover I will tell you a greater thing, that all the lords of the
and expenses as the great

earth have not so great riches, treasures,
.scribed all the facts how

lord has alone. Now I have told you and de
the great lord makes money of sheets.

Here he tells of the wine which the pe ple of t
again you may know that the greater part of the peop
ince of Catai drink good wine, and it is such a wine as [ shall describe
to you. For instead of wine they make a drink of rice, and they
make the rice boil with very many other good spices mixed together,
and they make it the drink or wine in such a way and so well and

with such a flavour that it is better worth drinking than any other
better. And it is very clear
And it makes a man

he Kaan drink. And

le of the prov-

wine of grapes, and men could not wish
and sparkling & very fragrant and beautiful.
become drunken sooner than any other wine because it is very hot

stuff, and it 1s sweet.
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was dug out was put on the inner side, which makes the likeness of a
little hill which surrounds it. There are ten principal open spaces,
beside infinite others for the districts, which are square, that is halfa
mile for a side. And along the front of those there is a main street
forty paces wide, which runs straight from one end of the city to the
other with many bridges which cross it level and conveniently; and
every four miles is found one of these squares such as have two miles
as has been said) of circuit. There is in the same way a very broad
canal which runs parallel to the said street at the back of the said
squares, and on the near bank of this there are built great houses of
stone where all the merchants who come from Indie and from other
parts deposit their goods & merchandise that they may be near and
handy to the squares. And on each of the said squares three days a
week there is a concourse of from forty to fifty thousand persons who
come to market and bring everything you can desire for food,
because there is always a great supply of victuals; of game, that is to
say of roebuck, red-deer, fallow-deer, hares, rabbits, and of birds,
partridges, pheasants, francolins, quails, fowls, capons, and so many
ducks and geese that more could not be told; for they rear so many of
them in that lake that for one Venetian silver groat may be had a pair
of geese and two pair of ducks. There are too the shambles where
they slaughter the large animals like calves, oxen, kids, and lambs,
the which flesh the rich men and great lords eat. But the rest who are
of low position do not abstain from all the other kinds of unclean
flesh, without any respect. There are always on the said squares all
sorts of vegetables and fruits, and above all the rest immense pears,
which weigh ten pounds a piece, which are white inside like a paste,
and very fragrant; peaches in their seasons, yellow and white, very
delicate. Grapes nor wine do not grow there, but very good dried
ones are brought from elsewhere, and likewise wine, of which the
inhabitants do not make too much count, being used to that of rice
and spices. Then there comes every day, brought from the Ocean sca
up the river for the space of twenty-five miles, great quantity of fish:
and there is also a supply of that from the lake (for there are "l“fl\\
fishermen who do nothing else), which is of different sorts according
to the seasons of the year, and because of the impurities which come
from the city it is I‘;n’zm(l savoury. Whoever saw the quantity of I,hv
said fish would never think that it could be sold, and yet in a few
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hours it has all been taken away, s
inhabitants who are used to hve delicately: tor ti oth fish ang
flesh at the same meal. All the said ten squar ' irrounded by
high houses, and underneath are shops wi ‘ ‘

of trades, and sell all sorts of merc handise, al
and in some shops nothing « Ise 1s sold but
spices, o they continually go makn
cheap. In other streets are stationed th
oreat number that I dare not say 1t; and 1

where places are usually assiened to tl

they stay very \nlnlnnuu\‘.\ with great perfun ‘ tl

maid-servants, & the houses all decorated Il vomen al ery
clever and practised n knowing how to flatter X I
words and suited to each kind of perso: n
have once indulged themselves with them stay as 1t wel S
and are so much taken with their sweetness ha €y
can never forget them. And from this 1t come e 1Cy
return home they say that they have been i Qu I¢
citv of Heaven. and never see the hour that th may be a o gv
back there again. In other streets are stat w
astrologers, who also teach to read and to write \nd infinite othel
trades have then 1,1,1”\ round about the \ AT n each ol
which there are two great palaces, one
the other. where are stationed the lord leputed | the Klg al
make inquiry immediately 1f any differer € 1
chants, and in the same way between =
quarters. The said lords are charged i
guards who are set on the neighbourn il € Salf
below) are actually there or have failed, and punish theln as ned
think right.

Along the principal street of which we have spoken which runs

from one end of the city to the other, there are on one sicit
other houses, very large palaces with their gardens and neal
them houses of artisans who work 1in then \“"[\\ and at all hours art
met people who are going up and down on then business, so that to
S€e SO greal a crowd anvone would believe that 1t would not b PO>”
sible that victuals are found enough to be able to feed it; and yet On

every market day all the said squares are covert d .111«{ llHl'*l \‘”h
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people and merc hants who bring them both on carts and on boats,
;m(.l .;111 is disposed of. And again it was contained there in the said
writing that this city had twelve different manner of trades, one of
('u('h' craft. which are reckoned the more important and have greater
dealings than the others, for there are very many others. And each
trade of these twelve has 12000 \l;nim'l\'. lh;ﬂ is to say 12000
houses for each trade of the aforesaid. And in each house or station
there were at least ten men to exercise those arts, and some fifteen,
and some twenty, and thirty, and some forty. And do not understand
that they are all masters, but men who do what the masters and
]).;lFl‘( ns order them. And all this is necessary because many other
cities of the province are supplied w ith necessaries from this (:il\'.
And again there were many abbeys in that place round the lake
and many monasteries of idols, w hich are in the very greatest num-
l)(‘l\'.\ where stay a large number of monks who serve them. And
again I tell you that in the middle of the lake are two little islands on
which there are. on each one, very wonderful palaces very great and
1?()!)1(' and rich, so well made and so ornamented that they are really
lilk(‘ some emperors palaces, with so many rooms and galleries that
it could not be believed. And so when some not
a smart place they g0
an make their wed-

\ble one wishes to

make a great wedding or any great banquet in
l(r one of these palaces and there w ith dignity ¢
ding and their feast. And they find there all the furniture that 1s
needed for the banquet, that 1s of plate and of linen and of dishes
and everything else which they need accord
which are all kept in the said palaces for the people of the said city
y were built by them. And sometimes
e would wish to make feasts and
commodated 1n different

ing to their usages,

for this purpose, because the
there would be a hundred, and som

others weddings, and yet all would be ac

rooms and verandahs with such order that one does not inconve-

nience the others. Besides this, boats or barges are found on the said
L. to go for enjoyment and to

lake in great numbers, large and sma
ten. fifteen, and

ove e Gt .
give oneself pleasure; and 1n these there can stay,
are fifteen to twenty paces

it they sail without rocking
joy himself w ith women

twenty, and more persons, because they
long with broad and flat bottoms, so the
on either side. And every one who likes to en

or with his companions takes one of the boats like these, which are
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always kept adorned with beautiful seats and nd with all the
other furniture necessary for making a feast. Al ' re Cov-
ered and flat, where men stand with pol hicl tick into the
oround (for the said lake 1s not more than two | eel nd euide
the said barges where they are ordered. "I h eril l e 1nside
part 1s painted with different colours and patter - kewise all
the barge; and there are windows roui "
and open, so that those who stay seated at the mq ( sides may
be able to look this way and that and delight t s with the vari-
ety and beauty of the places to which tl wre taken. H

the best wines, hence are brought perfect nfection nd in this
way those men go about this lake rejoicing together, for their mind

and care 1s set on nothing else but bodil

feasting together. And vou shall know tl this lak ves ther
greater refreshment and comfort than anyt se which ma)
had on land, because on one side it lies along the city so that the
grandeur and beauty of that is seen from af th
said lml‘\‘t’\\wlll.llx\ are the palaces, tenmy I ASLET1ES ardens
with very lofty trees. set Ipon the watersid \nd bai S 11ke e
are found on the said lake at all times with people who go for enjoy-
ment; for the inhabitants of this citv n K ol al ng else but
after that they have done their work o S S pend part of the
day with their ladies

And first you may know quit
all this town of Quinsai are well pa ewn stones and
with baked bricks, so that the whole cit ery clean; and so are all
the chief ways and streets and the 1Iseways ol the province Ol
Mangi paved so that one can ride at anv time nveniently the
wherever onc wishes quite cleanly botl n horseback and on 100t
through all the lands of it without so ig the feet. For the land 15
very low and flat and there 1S very deep |mud/| when 1t rains so that
if it were not that the wavs are .|.‘}'.(lt"f e. where it is needed) one
sometimes could not rid there nor go. on foot or on horse But

because Illn'(uml(-]\ of the ereat Kaan could not travel Ui kv with
h"'\"\"\"l ]H\i’ll\llml\_W]l(]((nl‘ "l"'[l"llll‘ street at the side 1s
left without pavement for the sake of the said couriers. In truth the

main street of which we have spoken above, which runs from one
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end of the city to the other, is paved like this with stones and with
bricks ten paces along either side, but in the middle it is all filled with
a small and fine gravel, with its vaulted conduits which lead the rain
waters into the canals near by, so that it always stays dry. Now on this
street are always seen going up and down certain long carriages cov-
ered and furnished with hangings and cushions of silk, in which six
persons can stay. And they are taken every day by men and women
who wish to go for pleasure. And an endless number of these car-
riages are seen at all times going along the said street, down the
middle of it; and they go to gardens where they are received by the
gardeners under certain shades made for this purpose, and there
they stay to give themselves a good time all day with their ladies, and
then in the evening they go home again in the said carriages. And
in this city are quite 10000 very fine and great streets. And again I
tell you that in this town of Quinsai are quite three thousand artifi-
cial baths, which spring from the ground, these are stoves, where the
men and the women bathe and take them great delight and go
there several times a month; for they live very cleanly in their bodies.
Moreover 1 tell you that they are the most beautiful baths and the
best and the largest that are in the world. For I tell you that they are
so large that more than a hundred men or a hundred women can

well bathe themselves there at one time.

Marco Polo, The Description of the World, translated by A. C. Moule and Paul Pel-
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liot. (London: George Routledge & Sons, 2 vols., 1938), 185-87, 249-50, 52/-26

DIDCU SSION QUESTIONS
Why did Khubilai Khan build such a splendid px alace at Shangdu
simply for hunting? Why is hunting so significant for the Mon-
ools? _

2. Judging from Marco’s description and your own .1(1(]illwll‘.ll
reading about European cities during this time, how \wul.(l his
native city of Venice compare with Hangzhou known to him as
Quinsai)? =

3. Judging from his own l)zu‘kgmun(l. why would Marco be fasci-
nated by paper money:

4. Why would Europeans originally not be lieve Marco’s descrip-

tions?






