W. E. B. Du Bois

Editors’ Introduction ®

W. E. B. Du Bois was one of the great African American intellectuals of the early twentieth century, and a
co-founder of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP). His study on The
Philadelphia Negro was commissioned by the University of Pennsylvania and the College Settlement
Association, a reform organization interested in documenting and improving the social and moral life of what
was then the fourth largest black urban settlement in the nation. Du Bois spent 15 months doing an extensive
field survey focused on the Seventh Ward, the largest and most diverse black ward in the city. The study was
a landmark in modern American sociology for its scientific rigor, which included gareful analysis of housing
data, house-to-house interviews, and field observatior.

These excerpts draw mainly from Chapter 16, which describes the social environment of the African American
community, with special attention to their housing conditions and social class stratification. The analysis of
their overcrowded and deplorable housing conditions was reminiscent of the depictions of New York Gity
tenement housing by Jacob Riis in How the Other Half Lives (1 890). Just as in New York, Philadelphia
tenement buildings were often crowded into rear lots and back yards, and ill-equipped with fresh water and
toilet facilities. Criminality and prostitution, it was observed, congregated in rear lot housing. The avercrowd-
ing was partly an outcome of the comparatively high rents, and high rent-to-income ratios endured by Adrican
Americans in the Seventh \Ward, a neighborhood that gave them relative proximity to central-city employment
nppoﬂuniﬁes- in the homes, hotels, and businesses of the white community. There was considerable sublet-
ting of rooms; in some rooming houses the rents were quite predatory for the quality of housing and plumb-
ing. Black segregation in the Seventh Ward was enforced by racial discrimination in banking and the wider
housing market. African Americans also gravitated to the neighborhood because of the historic churches-

Decrying outsider impressions of social class homogeneity in the black community, Du Bois draws ouf
attention to what he characterizes as a fourfold stratification system that includes: a) well-to-do families:
b) respectable working-class families, c) the well-intentioned poor, and d) criminals, loafers, and prcstitules'
He excoriates the career oriminals and the loafers whom they attract. He distinguishes between prostitutes
in brothels and streetwalkers. He regrets the unfortunate lot of the poor and casual laborers who struggle 1°
obtain worthy employment. This group includes the sick, disabled, widows, and orphans. He wams that the
children of the poor aré easily influenced by the criminal class they live adjacent to. He regrets that the respeﬂlab‘e
working class lack the education to obtain more remunerative employment 10 raise their station in life.
for greater visibility {or the well-to-do black aristocracy, who are better representatives of the possibilil'les
the African American community than the criminal and poor classes thal are more frequently of concer®
the white community. Yet he also chastises the black aristocracy for being relatively removed from their F_’O .
and working-class brethren. He remarks they could be better moral and social leaders for African Ame™

underclasses.
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CHAPTER 1: THE SCOPE OF THIS STUDY

General aim

This study seeks to present the results of an inquiry
undertaken by the University of Pennsylvania into
the condition of the forty thousand or more
people of Negro blood now living in the city of
Philadelphia. This inquiry extended over a period
of fifteen months and sought to ascertain something
of the geographical distribution of this race, their
occupations and daily life, their homes, their organ-
izations, and, above all, their relation to their
million white fellow-citizens. The final design of
the work is to lay before the public such a body of
information as may be a safe guide for all efforts
toward the solution of the many Negro problems
of a great American city.

CHAPTER 15: THE ENVIRONMENT OF
THE NEGRO

Houses and rent

[...]
We see that in 1848 the average Negro family rented
by the month or quarter, and paid between four and
five dollars per month rent. The highest average rent
for any section was less than fifteen dollars a
month. For such rents the poorest accommodations
were afforded, and we know from descriptions
that the rhass of Negroes had small and unhealth-
ful homes, usually on the back streets and alleys.

[...]

The lodging system so prevalent in the Seventh
Ward makes some rents appear higher than the real
facts warrant. This ward is in the centre of the city,
near the places of employment for the mass of the
people and near the centre of their social life;
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, Bois closes with a moral and ethical call to bring the spirit of the philosophical and political
tenment 1o the resolition of the "Negro problem,” which he believes will bring aboul greater social unity
& mutual advancement of all races. He addresses the duty of blacks to work diligently to advance their
{ not lower their standards. He addresses the duty of whites to have faith in the ability of African
ans and not to hinder them with ignorance or racism. With the spirit of self-help and cooperation, he
pes there can be a future of equal oppertunity for all,

consequently people crowd here in great numbers.

Young couples just married engage lodging in one

or two rooms; families join together and hire one

house; and numbers of families take in single lodgers.
[-..]

The practice of sub-renting is found of course in
all degrees: from the business of boarding-house
keeper to the case of a family which rents out its
spare bed-chamber. In the first case the rent is
practically all repaid, and must in some cases be
regarded as income; in the other cases a small
fraction of the rent is repaid and the real rent and
the size of the home reduced. Let us endeavor to
determine what proportion of the rents of the
Seventh Ward are repaid in sub-rents, omitting
some boarding and lodging-houses where the sub-
rent is really the income of the housewife. In most
cases the room-rent of lodgers covers some return
for the care of the room.

[...]

Of the 2441 families only 334 had access to bath-
rooms and water-closets, or 13.7 per cent. Even
these 334 families have poor accommodations in
most instances. Many share the use of one bath-
room with one or more other families. The bath-tubs
usually are not supplied with hot water and very
often have no water-connection at all. This con-
dition is largely owing to the fact that the Seventh
Ward belongs to the older part of Philadelphia, built
when vaults in the yards were used exclusively and
bathrooms could not be given space in the small
houses. This was not so unhealthful before the
houses were thick and when there were large back
yards. To-day, however, the back yards have been
filled by tenement houses and the bad sanitary
results are shown in the death rate of the ward.

Of the latter only sixteen families had water-
closets. So that over 20 per cent and possibly
30 per cent of the Negro families of this ward lack
some of the very elementary accommodations

e A T e Pyl T
R L MBI ST

475




Ww. E. B. bU BOIS

necessary to health and decency. And this to0 in
spite of the fact that they are paying comparatively
high rents. Here 100 there comes another consider-
ation, and that is the lack of public urinals and
water-closets in this ward and, in fact, throughout
Philadelphia. The result is that the closets of
tenements are used by the public.
[...1

When, however, certain districts like the
Seventh Ward became crowded and given over to
tenants, the thirst for money-getting led landlords
in large numbers of cases to build up their back
yards. This is the origin of numbers of the blind
alleys and dark holes which make some parts of
the Fifth, Seventh and Fighth Wards notorious.
The closets in such cases are sometimes divided
into compartments for different tenants, but in
many cases not even this is done; and in all cases
the alley closet becomes a public resort for
pedestrians and loafers. The back tenements thus
formed rent usually for from $7 to $9 a month, and
sometimes for more. They consist of three rooms
one above the other, small, poorly lighted and
poorly ventilated. The inhabitants of the alley are at
the mercy of its worst tenants; here policy shops
abound, prostitutes ply their trade, and criminals
hide. Most of these houses have to get their water
at a hydrant in the alley, and must store their fuel
in the house. These tenement abominations of
Philadelphia are perhaps better than the wvast
tenement houses of New York, but they are bad
enough, and cry for reform in housing.

The fairly comfortable working class live in
houses of 3—6 rooms, with water in the house, hut
seldom with a bath. A three room house on a
small street rents from $10 up; on Lombard street
a 5-8 room house can be rented for from $18 to
$30 according to location. The great mass of com-
fortably situated working people live in houses of
6-10 rooms, and sub-rent a part or take lodgers.
A 5-7 room house on South Eighteenth street can
be had for $20; on Florida street for $18; such houses
have usually a parlor, dining room and kitchen on
the first floor and two to four bedrooms, of which
one or two are apt to be rented to a waiter or coach-
man for $4 a month, or to a married couple at
$6-10 a month. The more elaborate houses are on
Lombard street and its cross streets.

The rents paid by the Negroes are without doubt
far above their means and often from one-fourth
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to three-fourths of the total income of a family goes
in rent. This leads to much non-payment of rent
both intentional and unintentional, to frequent
shifting of homes, and above all to stinting the fam-
ilies in many necessities of life in order to live in
respectable dwellings. Many a Negro family eats less
than it ought for the sake of living in a decent house.
Some of this waste of money in rent is sheer
ignorance and carelessness. The Negroes have
an inherited distrust of banks and companies, and
have long neglected to take part in Building and
Loan Associations. Others are simply careless in the
spending of their money and lack the shrewdness
and business sense of differently trained peoples.
Ignorance and carelessness, however, will not
explain all or even the greater part of the problem
of rent among Negroes. There are three causes of
even greater importance: these are the limited
localities where Negroes may rent, the peculiar
connection of dwelling and occupation among
Negroes and the social organization of the Negro.
The undeniable fact that most Philadelphia white
people prefer not to live near Negroes limits the
Negro very seriously in his choice of a home and
especially in the choice of a chéap home. More-
over, real estate agents knowing the limited
supply usually raise the rent a dollar or two for
Negro tenants, if they do not refuse them altogether.
Again, the occupations which the Negro follows, and
which at present he is compelled to follow, are of
a sort that makes it necessary for him to live near
the best portions of the city; the mass of Negroes
are in the economic world purveyors to the rich -
working in private houses, in hotels, large stores,
etc. In order to keep this work they must live near
by; the laundress cannot bring her Spruce street
family’s clothes from the Thirtieth Ward, nor can
the waiter at the Continental Hotel lodge in
Germantown. With the mass of white workmen this
same necessity of living near work does not hin*
der them from getting cheap dwellings; the factory
is surrounded by cheap cottages, the foundry by long
rows of houses, and even the white clerk and shoP
girl can, on account of their hours of labor, affor
to live further out in the suburbs than the blac
porter who opens the store. Thus it is clear thatt
nature of the Negro’s work compels him to cro¥
into the centre of the city much more than is
case with the mass of white working people:
the same time this necessity is apt in some ca
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o ngrestimated. and a few hours of sleep or
e genience serve to persuade a good many fam-
cort 1o endure poverty in the Seventh Ward when
ilies might pe comfortable in the Twenty-fourth
Lhﬂﬁ’dr Nevertheless much of the Negro problem
- this city finds adequate explanation when we
reflect {hat here is a people receiving @ little lower
wages than usual for less desirable work, and
Campelled, in order to do that work, to live in a
jittle 1ess pleasant quarters than most people, and

ay for them somewhat higher rents.

The fnal reason of the concentration of
Negroes in certain localities is a gpcial one and one
peculiariy strong: the life of the Negroes of the city
has for years centered in the Seventh Ward; here
are the old churches, St. Thomas', Bethel, Central,
Shiloh and Wesley; here are the halls of the secret
societies; here are the homesteads of old families.
To a race socially ostracized it means far more to
move to remote parts of a city, than to those who
will in any part of the city easily form congenial
acquaintances and new ties, The Negro who ven-
tures away from the mass of his people and their
organized life, finds himself alone, shunned and
taunted, stared at and made uncomfortable; he can
make few new friends, for his neighbors however
well-disposed would shrink to add a Negro to their
list of acquaintances. Thus he remains far from
friends and the concentered social life of the church,
and feels in all its bitterness what it means to be a
social outcast. Consequently emigration from the
ward has gone in groups and centered itself about
some church, and individual initiative is thus
checked. At the same time color prejudice makes
it difficult for groups to find suitable places to move
to — one Negro family would be tolerated where
six would be objected to; thus we have here a very
decisive hindrance to emigration to the suburbs,

It is not surprising that this situation leads to
considerable crowding in the homes, ie, to the
endeavor to get as many people into the space
hired as possible. It is this crowding that gives the
casual observer many false notions as to the size
of Negro families, since he often forgets that every
other house has its sub-renters and lodgers. It is,
however, difficult to measure this crowding on
account of this very lodging system which makes
it very often uncertain as to just the number of
rooms a given group of people oceupy.

(..
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As said before, this is probably something
under the real truth, although perhaps not greatly
0. The figures show considerable overcrowding,
but not nearly as much as is often the case in
other cities. This is largely due to the character of
Philadelphia houses, which are small and low, and
will not admit many inmates. Five persons in one
room of an ordinary tenement would be almost
suffocating. The large number of one-room tene-
ments with two persons should be noted. These
572 families are for the most part young of child-
less couples, sub-renting a bedroom and working
in the city.

[...]

Social classes

There is always a strong tendency on the part of
the community to consider the Negroes as com-
posing one practically homogeneous mass. This view
has of course a certain justification: the people of
Negro descent in this land have had a common
history, suffer to-day common disabilities, and con-
tribute to one general set of social problems. And
yet if the foregoing statistics have emphasized any
one fact it is that wide variations in antecedents,
wealth, intelligence and general efficiency have
already been differentiated within this group.
These differences are not, to be sure, s0 great or
so patent as those among the whites of to-day, and
yet they undoubtedly equal the difference among
the masses of the people in ‘certain sections of
the land fifty or one hundred years ago; and there
is no surer way of misunderstanding the Negro or
being misunderstood by him than by ignoring
manifest differences of condition and power in the
40,000 black people of Philadelphia.
[...]

Nothing more exasperates the better class of
Negroes than this tendency to ignore utterly their
existence, The law-abiding, hard-working inhabitants
of the Thirtieth Ward are aroused to righteous
indignation when they see that the word Negro
carries most Philadelphians’ minds to the alleys
of the Fifth Ward or the police courts. Since 50
much misunderstanding or rather forgetfulness
and carelessness on this point is common, let us
endeavor to try and fix with some definiteness the
different social classes which are clearly enough
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defined among Negroes 10 deserve attention.
When the statistics of the families of the Seventh
Ward were gathered, each family was put in one
of Tour grades as follows:

Grade 1. Families of undoubted respectability
earning sufficient income to live well, not
engaged in menial service of any kind; the wife
engaged in no pccupation save that of house-
wife, except in a fow cases where she had
special employment at home. The children not
compelled to be bread-winners, but found in
school; the fai ily living in a well-kept home.

Grade 2. The respectable working-class; in com-
fortable circumstances, with a good home, and
having steady remunerative work. The younger
children in school.

Crade 3. The poor; persons not earning enough to
keep them at all times above want; honest,
although not always energetic or thrifty. and
with no touch of gross immorality or crime.
Including the very poor, and the poor.

Grade 4. The lowest class of criminals, prostitutes
and loafers; the submerged tenth.”

Thus we have in these four grades the criminals,
the poor, the laborers, and the well-to-do. The last
class represents the ordinary middle-class folk of
most modern countries, and contains the germs of
other social classes which the Negro has not yet
clearly differentiated. Let us begin first with the
fourth class.

[...]

The size of the more desperate class of
criminals and their shrewd abettors is of course
comparatively small, but it is large enough to
characterize the slum districts. Around this central
body lies a large crowd of satellites and feeders:
young idlers attracted by excitement, shiftless and
lazy ne’er-do-wells, who have sunk from better
things, and a rough crowd of pleasure seekers and
libertines. These are the fellows who figure in the
police courts for larceny and fighting, and drift
thus into graver crime Or shrewder dissoluteness.
They are usually far more ignorant than their
leaders, and rapidly die out from disease and
excess. Proper measures for rescue and reform
might save many of this class. Usually they are
not natives of the city. but immigrants who have
wandered from the small towns of the South

to Richmond and Washington and thence 10
Philadelphia. Their environment in this city makes
it easier for them to live by crime or the results of
crime than by work, and being without ambition —
or perhaps having lost ambition and grown bitter
with the world - they drift with the stream.

One large element of these slums, a class We have
barely mentioned, aré the prostitutes [ ... ] Seven
of these women had small children with them and
had probably been betrayed, and had then turned
to this sort of life. There were [ourteen recognized
bawdy houses in the ward; ten of them Were pri-
vate dwellings where prostitutes lived and were not
especially fitted up. although male visitors fre-
quented them. Four of the houses were regularly
fitted up, with elaborate furniture, and in one or
two cases had young and beautiful girls on exhibi-
tion. All of these latter were seven- or eight-room
houses for which $26 to %30 a month was paid. They
are pretty well-known resorts, but are not disturbed.
In the slums the lowest class of street walkers
abound and ply their trade among Negroes, Italians
and Americans. One can Se€ men following them
into alleys in broad daylight. They usually have male
associates whom they support and who join them
in “badger” thieving. Most of them are grown
women though a few cases of girls under sixteen
have been seen on the streel.

This fairly characterizes the lowest class of
Negroes. According to the inquiry in the Seventh
Ward at least 138 families were estimated a8
belonging to this class out of 2395 reported, Of
5.8 per cent. This would include between five
and six hundred ‘ndividuals. Perhaps this number
reaches 1000 if the facts were known, but the
evidence at hand furnishes only the number stated.
In the whole city the number may reach 3000,
although there is little data for an estimate.

The next class are the poor and unfortunate and
the casual laborers; most of these are of the class
of Negroes who in the contact with the life of a gre2t
city have failed to find an assured place. TheY
include immigrants who cannot get steady works
good-natured, but unreliable and shiftless person’
who cannot keep work or spend their earning®
thoughtfully; those who have suffered accider
and misfortune; the maimed and defective class®”
and the sick; many widows and orphans and
deserted wives; all these form @ jarge class and ?
here considered. It is of course Very difficult




“THE ENVIRONMENT OF THE NEGRO"

he lowest of this class from the one below,  aristocracy of the Negro population in education,

rate U
Seidm;mbably many are included here who, if the wealth and general social efficiency. In many
[::uth' were known, ought to be classed lower. In respects it is right and proper to judge a people by
st cases, however, they have been given the its best classes rather than by its worst classes of
e doubt. The lowest ones of this class middle ranks. The highest class of any group rep-

usuallY live in
door or in the

the slums and back streets, and next resents its possibilities rather than its exceptions,
same house often, with criminals and ~ as is 80 often assumed in regard to the Negro. The
lewd women. Ignorant and easily influenced, they colored people are seldom judged by their best
readily 80 with the tide and now rise to industry  classes, and often the very existence of classes
and decency, now fall to crime, Others of this class among them is ignored. This is partly due in the
get on fairly well in good times, but never get far North to the anomalous position of those who
ahead. They are the ones who earliest feel the weight compose this class: they are not the leaders or the
of hard times and their latest blight. Some corre- ideal-makers of their own group in thought, work,
spond to the “worthy poor” of most charitable or morals. They teach the masses to & Very small
organizations, and some fall a little below that class. extent, mingle with them but little, do not largely
‘The children of this class are the feeders of the crim-  hire their labor. Instead then of social classes held
inal classes. Often in the same family one can find together by strong lies of mutual interest we have
respectable and striving parents weighed down by in the case of the Negroes, classes who have much

idle, impudent sons and wayward daughters. This to keep them apart, and only community of blood
ig partly because of poverty, more because of the and color prejudice to bind them together. If the
poor home life. In the Seventh Ward 30!z per cent  Negroes were by themselves either a strong aris-
y be put into this class, tocratic system or a dictatorship would for the

of the families or 728 ma
including the very poor, the poor and those who present prevail With, however, democracy thus
he first impulse of

manage just to make ends meet in good times. In prematurely thrust upon them, t
the whole city perhaps ten to twelve thousand the best, the wisest and richest is to segregate
Negroes fall in this third social grade. themselves from the mass. This action, however,

Above these come the representative Negroes; causes more of dislike and jealousy on the part of
the mass of the servant class, the porters and the masses than usual, because those masses look
waiters, and the best of the laborers. They are to the whites for ideals and largely for leadership.
hard-working people, proverbially good-natured; It is natural therefore that even to-day the mass
lacking a little in foresight and forehandedness, —of Negroes should look upon the worshipers at St.
and in “push.” They are honest and faithful, of fair  Thomas’ and Central as feeling themselves above
and beginning to accumu- them, and should dislike them for it. On the other
hand it is just as natural for the well-educated and
well-to-do Negroes to feel themselves far above the
criminals and prostitutes of Seventh and Lombard

and improving morals,
late property. The great drawback to this class is
lack of congenial occupation especially among the
young men and women, and the consequent wide-
spread dissatisfaction and complaint. As & class these  streets, and even above the servant girls and
persons are ambitious; the majority can read and porters of the middle class of workers. So far they
write, many have a common school training, and  are justified; but they make their mistake in failing
all are anxious to rise in the world. Their wages are 10 recognize that, however laudable an ambition to
low compared with corresponding classes of white rise may be, the first duty of an upper class is to
workmen, their rents are high, and the field of serve the lowest classes. The aristocracies of all
advancement opened to them is very limited. The peoples have been slow in learning this and per-
best expression of the life of this group is the haps the Negro is no slower than the rest, but his
Negro church, where their social life centers, and peculiar situation demands that in his case this
where they discuss their situation and prospects. lesson be learned sooner. Naturally the uncertain
| economic status even of this picked class makes it

Finally we come to the 277 families, 11.5 per difficult for them to spare much time and energy
cent of those of the Seventh Ward, and including in social reform; compared with their fellows they
perhaps 3,000 Negroes in the city, who form the are rich, but compared with white Americans they
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are poor, and they can hardly fulfill their duty as
the leaders of the Negroes until they are captains
of industry over their people as well as richer and
wiser. To-day the professional class among them
18, compared with other callings, rather over-
represented, and all have a struggle to maintain the
position they have won.

This class is itself an answer to the question
of the ability of the Negro to assimilate American
culture. It is a class small in numbers and not
sharply differentiated from other classes, although
sufficiently so to be easily recognized. Its members
are not to be met with in the ordinary assemblages
of the Negroes, nor in their usual promenading
places. They are largely Philadelphia born, and
being descended from the house-servant class,
contain many mulattoes. In their assemblies there
are evidences of good breeding and taste, SO that
a foreigner would hardly think of ex-slaves. They
are not to be sure people of wide culture and their
mental horizon is as limited as that of the first
families in a country tOwn. Here and there may be
noted, too, some faint trace of careless moral
. training. On the whole they strike one as sensible,
good folks. Their conversation turns on the gossip
of similar circles among the Negroes of Washington,
Boston and New York; on questions of the day,
and, less willingly, on the situation of the Negro.
Strangers secure entrance to this circle with difficulty
and only by introduction. For an ordinary white
person it would be almost impossible to secure intro-
duction even by a friend. Once in a while some well-
known citizen meets a company of this class, but
it is hard for the average white American to lay aside
his patronizing way toward a Negro, and to talk of
aught to him but the Negro question, the lack,
therefore, of common ground even for conversa-
tion makes such meetings rather stiff and not often
repeated. Fifty-two of these families keep servants
regularly; they live in well-appointed homes,
which give evidence of taste and even luxury.

[...]

CHAPTER 18: A FINAL WORD
The meaning of all this

Two sorts of answers are usually returned to the
pewildered American who asks seriously: What is

the Negro problem? The one is straightforward
and clear: it is simply this, oF simply that, and one
simple remedy long enough applied will in time
cause it to disappear. The other answer is apt to
be hopelessly involved and complex — to indicate
no simple panacea, and to end In a somewhat
hopeless — There it is; what can we do? Both of
these sorls ol answers have something of truth in
them: the Negro problem looked at in one way 1s
but the old world questions of ignorance, poverty,
crime, and the dislike of the stranger. On the other
hand it is a mistake to think that attacking each of
these questions single-handed without reference
to the others will settle the matter: a combination
of social problems is far more than a matter of mere
addition, — the combination itself is a problem.
Nevertheless the Negro problems are not more
hopelessly complex than many others have been.
Their elements despite their bewildering complica-
tion can be kept clearly in view: they are after all
the same difficulties over which the world has
grown gray’ the question as to how far human intel-
ligence can be trusted and trained; as to whether
we must always have the poor with us; as to
whether it is possible for the mass of men to attain
righteousness on earth; and then to this is added
that question of guestions: after all who are Men?
Is every featherless biped to be counted a man and
brother? Are all races and types to be joint heirs
of the new earth that men have striven to raise in
thirty centuries and more? Shall we not swamp
civilization in barbarism and drown genius in
indulgence if we seek a mythical Humanity which
shall shadow all men? The answer of the early cen-
turies to this puzzle was clear; those of any nation
who can be called Men and endowed with rights
are few: they are the privileged classes — the well-
born and the accidents of low birth called up by
the King. The rest, the mass of the nation, the pabel.
the mob, are fit to follow, to obey, to dig and delve,
but not to think ov rule or play the gentleman. We
who were born to another philosophy hardly
realize how deep-seated and plausible this view
of human capabilities and powers once was, how
utterly incomprehensible this republic would havé
been to Charlemagne or Charles V or Charles *
We rather hasten to forget that once the courtier
of English Kings looked upon the ancestors 0

most Americans with far greater contempt tha"

these Americans look upon Negroes — and perhap®:
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indeed’ had more cause. We forget that once
prench peasants were the “"Niggers” of France,
and that German princelings once discussed with
doubt the brains and humanity of the bauer.

Much of this — or at least some of it — has passed
and the world has glided by blood and iron into
2 wider humanity, a wider respect for simple
manhood unadorned by ancestors or privilege.
Not that we have discovered, as some hoped and
some feared, that all men were created free and
equal, but rather that the differences in men are
not so vast as we had assumed. We still yield the
well-born the advantages of birth, we still see that
each nation has its dangerous flock of fools and
rascals; but we also find most men have brains to
be cultivated and souls to be saved.

[...]

“THE ENVIRONMENT OF THE NEGRO"
The Negro is here to stay.

It is to the advantage of all, both black and white,
that every Negro should make the best of himself.
It is the duty of the Negro to raise himself by every
effort to the standards of modern civilization and
not to lower those standards in any degree.

It is the duty of the white people to guard their
civilization against debauchment by themselves
or others; but in order to do this it is not
necessary to hinder and retard the efforts of an
earnest people to rise, simply because they lack
faith in the ability of that people.

With these duties in mind and with a spirit of
self-help, mutual aid and co-operation, the two
races should strive side by side to realize the
ideals of the republic and make this truly a land
of equal opportunity for all men.




