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Scenario 2: Working with a Giant Breed

You have been working as a veterinary assistant in a small-animal clinic for nine
months. Today, a client, Charlie, has retumed to the clinic for a post-surgical visit with
his St. Bemard dog, Milo, who s just shy of one year of age and quite large at 110
pounds. As Charlie explains Milo's behavior to the veterinarian, you notice that the
animal seems uncomfortable. Charlie mentions that Milo seems to be experiencing
pain after walks and playtime. Milo limps often—which Charlie demonstrates for the
veterinarian by walking Milo around the room—and favors his right front leg. During
this demonstration, you notice that Milo is standing erect with his tail held high and
wagging slowly in small sweeps. Even though he is floppy-eared, you can tell that his
ears are held high. Occasionally, he gives a short, sharp bark, especially when any-
one touches his front leg.

The veterinarian tentatively diagnoses Milo with elbow dysplasia, a condition that is
common inlarge breeds. However, before making a definitive diagnosis, she requires
blood and urine samples to rule out the possibility of infection and to make sure that
Milo's organs are functioning correctly. The veterinarian instructs the technician to
take a blood draw from the saphenous vein. You are to assist the technician with get-
ting Milo onto the lift table and restraining him for the procedure.

Consider all the factors in this scenario. Then, write a one- to two-page response that
answers the following questions:

2 Whatis Milo trying to communicate through his behavior? Explain how
you know.

2 How likely is it that Milo will respond with aggression? Explain how you
know.

2 How should you proceed to get Milo onto the lft table, and how should
you restrain him for the blood draw?




