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) . ’ . |

STATEMENT OF PRINC1FLE : ‘

March 16, 1976 ‘

' |

In all activities involving the delivery of health ecare, fulfillmnent ‘
of the needs of people should be the sole priority. Tnie means the pro- ;
motion of gocd heslth cere and nutrition within the context of native ‘
culture and resources. It does not mean- (and is often directly in con-

flict with) the sale of a product‘foz profit or the exportation of Westerm

values.

Our specific poal i1s to halt the promotion‘of infant formula in Third
World countries by multinational corpeorations. We feel that the presence [
~and actions of these coyrorationj constitutes a destructive influernce, !

resultineg in death, dlcgease, and econonic exrloitation in the course of L
estarlishing a market for products whose value 1s highly questicnable.

Durirg recent years there has been a striking decline in the practice
of breast feedirg in the Third World. While the casuses of this trerd are “
complex, the promotion of infant formulas by multinational corporations
hee surely agrravated the situation. It has been well estahlished that
. human milk is the bhest form of nutrition for all human infents, but the P
need for breast feedirg in the Third World 1s dramatic. Perents there ‘
carhot afford the hiegh rrice of commercial infent formula, and are voorly
prerared to use it properly due to poverty, envirommental conditlions,
and lack of formal education. Yet these people have been convinced that
hottle feedirg is best for thelr babigs. As a result, the infant often
receives an overdiluted solution of formula, centenminated with bacteria £l
from the locel water surrly. In addition, these infants are deprived of
the natural protective effect of bresst milk arainst infectlion. There 1
ie 2 strone ascoclation between earlv weening and infant death under ‘
such cornditions. v

A diet consisting solely of breast milk i1s row considered the ideal f
regimen Tor irfents up to six months of age. The introcduction of even |
asurrlemental hrottle feedire exroses the infant to melnutritior arnd in-
fection 2t an sge wvhen hrain growth and development sre varticularly
rarid srd gocd nutritier is cruclial. Thus, bottle feedire in. infarcy has
directly caused rneedless death and untold mental and rhysical damage to
the irfants of the Third Werld. Moreover, the eccncmic impact of the
cale of infant formula serves to derlete urgently reeded resources from:
the ratiors of the Third World, while the multinatioral corvorations
get richer. :
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<i31511 activities involving the delivery of health caré; Falfillment’

of the needsg of people should be the scle priority@ This means the prcmo-
tien of good Health care and nutrition within the context of native culture
and resources. It does rot mean (and is often directly in conflict with)

the ssle cof a product for profit or the exportation of Westermr values.

Cur specific goal is tec halt the promotion of iwmfers formuls in-Third
World ccuntries hy multinational cor@orétiaﬂs. We feel that the presence
gnd ectionsg of these corporations censtitutes a destructive influence re-
sulting in death, disease, and ecoromic exploitation 1n the course off

establishineg a market for produc wvhose value 1s highly questlionahle.

During recent years there has been a striking decline in the practice

of bhreast feeding in the Third World. While the causes of this trend are
prc(i*dmu%

complex, the promotion of infant formulas by multinationa%€ has surely
ageravated the situation. It has been well established that human milk is
the bhest form of nutrition for 211 human infants, but the need for breast
feeding in *the Third World is dramatic. Parentes there carnot afford the
hioh price of commercial infanrt fnrmulq,’and are poorly rrerared to use

Cuttvrey zoytimearal comdikiows
1% prererly due to, poverty and lack of educatiom. Yet these people have

been convinced thgi bPottle feedirg is best for thelr bhabies. As a result,

the infant ofter recelves a dilute solution cf formula, contamirated with-
bacteria from the lccal water supply. In addition, these infarts are deprived
of the natursl vrotective effect of breast mil¥ against infectior. The
associstion betweer ear 1v weaning Jpﬁ infant de ath Uﬂder such conditions

hag been well estahlicshed,




A diet consisting solely of breast milk is now considered the ideal
regcimen for infants up to six months of age. The introduction of even
suprlemental bottle feeding exposes the infant to malnutrition and infection
at an age when brain growth and development are particularly rapid and
good rutritior is crucial. Thus, bottle feeding in infancy has directly’
coused needless death and untold mental and physicel damage tc the infants
of the. Third Vorld. Moreover, .. the economic impact of the sale of infant
formula serves to deplete urgently needed resources from the nations of

Canﬁfa£Qhu% }
the Third World while the mulfinatiorgli ret richer. |
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Minutes: Philadelphia Baby Formula Abuse Action Group
Tuesday, March 16, 1976

Préight: Aan Meyers, Phyllis Taylor, JoAnne Wolf, Walter J. Lear, M.D., Erma

ITT,.

Stephens, Stephanie Judson, Willfried Schmidt, Pat Mathis

We previewed the Film and shared our reactions. We agreed that the film was
very powerful in presenting the problem and in raising issues. We reintroduced
ourselves and explained our interest in the workgroup.

Business

tlan reviewed the draft of the Statement of Principle that he and Phyllis
prepared. It was accepted with a few minor changes. We agreed that 1t was
important to make our challenge of the role and activities of multi-national
corporations explicit. Alan will prepare a corrected version for our next

meeting.

JoAnne raised some questions re: the name Baby Food Action Group. She has
found it misleading because people associate it with the problems associated
with high cost/low quality baby food. We changed the name to the Baby Formula
Apuse Action Group of Phila. (can't we do better?)

Walter will open a bank account (we have some printing bills already).and get
a Post Office box. Alan's number will be used temporarily for information

387-0786.

Future Plans

We decided to plan for a community showing (s) of the film aimed at activists,
and interested persons who would become part of the action group and help
organize additional film showings and discussions in neighborhoods. Hmma
expressed concern that more third world groups be involved. She suggested
groups like Yellow Seeds and Black church leaders.

‘
Tocks for "Film Preview"

1~ Frma and JoAnne will compile a 1ist of persons to be invited and make
up invitations. Emphasis should be a) Third world groups and activists,
b) Media representatives, c) representatives of Women's, church, social
action and health organizations, d) Wealthy liberal folks. (Note: Every-
one should send names, Rm. 1300, 11,00 W, Spring Garden St., Phila 19130

238-7599)

5. JoAnne will check the Bicentennial Women's Center for free space for a
L,/12 pm and L/13 afternoon meeting. Stephanie will check the Friend's
Meetinghouse. Alan and JA1lfried will check West. Phila. locations.
(Note: Bicentermial Women's Center is available, JoAnne will explore
suburban showings with C.E.A. people.

3- Pat will explore child care provisions. She will check with Peggy Mc
Garry at the Germantown Tomen's Center.
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Li- Phyllis, Alan, Pat, and Willfried will prepare the agenda for the
meeting. They will create "involvement! mechanisms for participants.

(Education, -speakers, fundraising, economic action, and research
activities were suggested)

S- Publicity - Alen will see that posters are put up in hospitals,
at Perm, etc. JoAnne and Doris Smith will contact the media.

IV, Evaluation

(+) People expressed appreciation for the pre-meeting work (getting materials
printed and distributed, organizing the booth at the International Women's
Day Fair, securing the film, and preparing the draft of the statement of

' principle) and agenda. Everyone volunteered to take some responsibility for
the April film showing and meeting. '

(-) Not enough effort was made to get Third World groups to attend the meeting.
The meeting was too businesslike - lacking necessary personal contact.

V. Next Meeting

Tuesday, March 30th - 1:30 p.m.
at .
JoAmne's House
325 South Cemac St.  (note change)
Phila., PA 19107
(between 12-13th & Spruce & Pine Sts.

Alan and JoAnne will prepare agenda., Alan will facilitate - record?




